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03/10NKY Restoration Weekend

ERHF Monthly Meeting 03/06

03/14New Neighbor Welcome Event

2018 Board Election

The election will take place at the March business meeting on 
03/06/2018 at the Sanctuary (6th and Monroe) at 7:00 pm.

State of  the City 
As we enter 2018, it is time to 
review the accomplishments 
of 2017 and report on the 
current State of the City. The 
last eleven years have been 
an exciting period of time 

and the past year has been no exception. During this 
time, we have experienced a tremendous amount of new 
development, as well as the creation of jobs. This success 
has been due to a variety of factors, such as stable elected 
and staff leadership, which allows us to stay focused on 
long-term goals. I am pleased to report that the City 
is in reasonably good shape from an infrastructure 
and financial point of view. Due to the continuing 
commitment of the Mayor and Board of Commissioners, 
we have invested heavily on infrastructure repairs during 
the past seven years. On the financial side, we have 
been very frugal and have not spent money unwisely. 
In calendar year 2017, approximately $2.3 million was 
invested in capital improvements which include over 
$800,000 on street repairs.
 
On the development side, 2017 was another successful 
year. Many projects such as the Route 9 connector road 
and New Riff Rick-House are underway and both are 
scheduled for completion in late 2018. Several other 
projects advanced during the past year and are planned to 
begin during the coming year. These include: the eagerly 
anticipated Skywheel to be located near Newport on the 
Levee, which will be a major attraction for Newport and
(continued on page 4)

BY CITY MANAGER TOM FROMME

Slate of  Candidates
CHAIR | Beth Owens 

SECRETARY | Julie Holbert
TREASURER | Jason Kramb

GATEWAY REP. | DeeAnne & Dave Helm
MANSION HILL REP. | Bryn Weller

Street Cleaning Begins
Street Cleaning returns in March, weather 
permitting. Please check the signs posted on the 
poles for your designated week and day. The purpose 
of street cleaning is to keep our neighborhood streets 
looking nice and clean.
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NBA March Meeting
BY BEV HOLIDAY, NBA VICE PRESIDENT

The Newport Business Association 
(NBA) will feature a panel 
discussing “The Economic Impact 
of Investing in the West” at its 
meeting on Wednesday, March 28 

at 8:00 am at the City Building (998 Monmouth Street) 
in the Multi Purpose Room. The meeting is free to attend 
and open to the public.



Friends Book Sale is Bargain All Around
What if you could buy great books for low prices and help 

fund the Library’s 
many programs and 
efforts at the same 
time?

That’s the idea 
behind the Friends 

of Campbell County Public Library Book Sale, which is 
held every other month in the lower level of the Newport 
Branch. The next book sale will be Thursday, March 8, 
through Saturday, March 12, from 9 am to 5 pm.

Friends board member Joyce Maegly is part of the team 
that works countless hours to make the book sales 
happen. “Last week we sorted about 57 crates of donated 
books,” Mrs. Maegly said, which is typical, given the 
volume of donations the Library receives.

Through the book sale, the Friends are able to provide 
funds for parades, the Summer Reading program and 
much more.
As for the book sale’s bargain prices? Cost is 25 cents 

BY JIM PLESHINGER

EUCRE TOURNAMENT

Adults, join us for a night of card dealing, table 
talk and fun competition 6-8:30 pm on Mon-
day, March 5. From 6-6:30 we’ll have a tutorial 
for new players. At 6:30, the tournament be-
gins as we draw random partners and change 
teams throughout the night and count each 

individual player’s score. No need to register.

for paperbacks, 50 cents for hard covers and up to $2 for 
select titles. Some items are free.
Mrs. Maegly was in charge of 
the book sale for many years and 
now helps Friends Board Vice 
President Sue Crouch in the task. 
“We spend one day a week sorting donated books and 
then come in extra to purge, because there’s no way we can 
keep them all,” Mrs. Maegly said. “We make donations to 
Goodwill, schools, nursing homes. Anybody who asks 
we gladly give them books.”

In 2013, Mrs. Maegly and her husband, Friends Board 
President Gene Maegly, received the  Richardson/
Conway Outstanding Library Volunteer Award by the 
Kentucky Public Libraries Association. “He and I were 
very honored,” Mrs. Maegly said.

Mrs. Maegly encourages everyone who loves libraries 
to join the Friends, a nonprofit, equal-opportunity 
organization with 501c3 tax-exempt status. If you’d 
like to join, visit cc-pl.org/community/friends-of-the-
campbell-county-public-library or stop by your local 
branch.

WELLNESS CLASSES

Calm the mind and renew the body with a 
series of classes by Phoenix Wilson, which will 
introduce you to timeless systems of self-care 

at 7 pm on Mondays. The schedule: March 
12, Tai Chi; March 19, Meditation; March 26, 

Chair Yoga. Register separately for each 
program.

Upcoming Events at the Newport Library 
(901 E. 6th Street)

Below are just a few of the upcoming events at the Newport Library. See the full March calendar at cc-pl.org.



It’s Almost Time for NKY Restoration Weekend
Newport will host the Northern Kentucky Restoration 
Weekend on Saturday, March 10, from 9:00 am to 3:00 
pm at Newport Intermediate School (95 W. 9th St.). 
There will be multiple, concurrent workshops geared 
toward residential and commercial restoration projects 
and an all-day vendors fair featuring local businesses 
who specialize in historic preservation and restoration. 
The event is free, open to the public, and coordinated by 
the Historic Preservation Offices of Newport, Covington, 
and Bellevue.

CEU credits are available for AIA and AICP on Friday, 
March 9, at the Campbell County Library Newport 
branch.

Visit nkyrestoration.com for additional information, 
CEU registration, class listings, and Saturday registration. 
Local businesses will provide complimentary breakfast 
and lunch. Space is limited, so please register early.

Newport High School’s wrestling team experienced 
a triumphant weekend on Feb. 16 and 17, when two 
Newport wrestlers placed in the finals of the Kentucky 
High School State Wrestling Championship.
 
Newport wrestler Drevon Jones won second place at 
the state tournament on Saturday, becoming the first 
state finalist from Newport since Ray Bradford in 1977. 
Jones’s teammate, Dillion Burton, placed seventh in the 
tournament and also made school history because the 
high school has had two wrestlers place in the state finals 
on only three occasions: 1977, 2008, and now 2018.
 
Tim Mosley, the head wrestling coach at Newport High 
School until last year, watched as a fan as his former 
athletes competed in the tournament. Mosley was a 
spectator this year, because he took an assistant principal 

Newport Wrestlers Make School History at State Tournament
BY KELLY MIDDLETON

BY SCOTT CLARK, HISTORIC PRESERVATION OFFICER

position with the alternative program at Grant County 
Schools at the end of July in 2017.
 
“I coached Drevon from the time he came into the 
program in the fifth grade as a scrawny, long haired little 
tag-along with his brothers,” Mosley said. “I watched him 
develop into a great wrestler and even better young man.
Mason Franck is Newport High School’s current head 
wrestling coach after serving as Mosley’s assistant coach 
for three years before Mosley’s departure. Franck, who 
was once a state wrestling champion himself, says that 
Mosley taught him how to be a good role model for the 
wrestlers on his team.
 
“It feels pretty good to make it this far in my first year 
as head coach,” Franck said. “I know from personal 
experience what it takes to accomplish what these boys 
did, and I couldn’t be more proud of them.”



State of  the City 
(continued from page 1)
 the entire Greater Cincinnati Region; and The Academy 
on 4th, which will have 230 quality residential units and 
retail space along Monmouth Street. In the past year we 
experienced a net loss of nine companies, but had an 
increase of 42 new employees and our payroll revenue 
increased by $25,000.
 
In the foreseeable future, we anticipate several new 
developments to occur. Many of these potential 
developments are a mixed use of residential and 
commercial. There are also some developments, such 
as an office building and the long awaited OVATION 
Project, which we have worked on for several years. 
There are many opportunities that will be presented 
to the city. The Route 9 Corridor will spur new 
development, including residential. The departure of the 
Baptist Convalescent Center, while creating a short term 
loss of payroll, will allow us to re-develop that area in 
a way that will benefit the surrounding neighborhood. 
In the past, we have stated that if economic conditions 
would stay favorable, we would project the total value of 
developments to exceed one billion dollars over the next 
ten years. Nothing at this point causes us to waiver from 
that forecast.

While we have been successful in attracting new 
developments, we still face many challenges as we move 
into the future. Challenges for new developments in the 
near future will include the rising cost of construction 
versus the relatively low-market housing prices and lease 
rates. We are dealing with an aging infrastructure that 
requires a significant amount of maintenance and repair. 
There has already been a considerable amount of money 
spent, but this must continue on a lasting basis. During 
the next few years, we should anticipate spending several 
million dollars on infrastructure-related projects. Some 
of the other maintenance issues that we deal with on an 
ongoing basis include: street sweeping, snow removal, 
handicap sidewalk ramps, sidewalks, trees, flood wall and 
gates, street signs and markings, Municipal Complex, 
City-owned property and equipment. Other challenges 
include improving the quality of housing within some 
neighborhoods, improving the City revenue stream and 
keeping up with changing technology. 
 
Perhaps the most difficult challenge for Newport and for 
surrounding cities is addressing the delivery of public 
services to our residents. The cost of service delivery 
keeps growing, mainly due to increasing personnel costs. 
These costs make up a considerable amount of our annual 
budget. With many cities having their own Police, Fire 
and Public Works Departments, consolidation of these 

Highlights of the many accomplishments in 2017
• Repaving of portions of Clifton Avenue, 

Columbia Street, Dayton Street, Hodge Street, 
Linden Avenue, Lindsey Street, McHenry Street, 
Thornton Street, and W. 9th Street 

• Implementation of new online financial 
transparency Open Gov. Reports 

• Successfully implementing the new Springbrook 
Finance Module for the City and Campbell 
County Consolidated Dispatch, including a 
redistribution of duties to departments and 

increased transparency regarding the status of 
spending 

• LED street light conversion in cooperation with 
Duke Energy 

• Opening of the Newport History Museum @ The 
Southgate Street School 

• Replacement of 1,160 feet of deteriorated curbs 
and implementation of the Monmouth Street 
Streetscape improvements.



services must be examined and potentially implemented. 
Due to shortages in the Kentucky Retirement System, the 
city’s anticipating a $1.2-million-dollar increase in our 
pension contribution in a single 
fiscal year. This factor alone 
may have severe consequences 
and could result in reduction of 
services. It is time for our elected 
leaders to embrace consolidation 
initiatives in order to provide 
critical services into the future.
 
Unfortunately, in Kentucky, 
local municipalities do not receive revenue from sales 
tax. The City is limited in its ability to grow revenues. 
Several governmental agencies levy property tax, making 
it difficult for the City to raise sufficient revenue from 
that source. The City has focused on increasing the 
revenue from payroll tax through the creation of new 
jobs. Currently, payroll and 
occupational tax provide 
approximately 47% of total 
revenue, while property 
tax provides approximately 
14%. While this ratio is 
beneficial to property 
owners when economic 
times are good, it is detrimental to the effective operation 
of the City during periods of economic downturn. 
Revenue from payroll tax is greatly reduced, while 
property tax revenue remains relatively stable when a 
downturn occurs.
 
For many years, the City focused on reducing property 
tax. In retrospect, this had the effect of negatively 
impacting our revenue stream. Over the past ten years, 
we have struggled with raising property tax revenue. 
Due to the Great Recession, the Commission has been 
sensitive to the impact on homeowners and oftentimes 
has foregone tax increases on property. At some point, 
the imbalance between property tax revenue and payroll 

tax revenue must be addressed. Ideally, the revenue from 
property tax would make up 25% of our General Fund 
Revenues.

 
For the calendar year 2017, the 
City ended with a General Fund 
Cash Balance of $3,049,238.00. 
During the current Fiscal Year, 
we anticipate spending several 
hundred thousand dollars in 
street repairs. A list of streets 
scheduled for work will be 
posted on the City website at 

newportky.gov. Additionally, other capital improvements 
for the year include: Slippage repairs on the Floodwall and 
Retention area; continuing infrastructure improvements 
along Monmouth Street and continuing implementation 
of LED lighting. We continue to operate with a very small 
efficient staff and make every effort to provide a high 

quality of service in a cost 
effective manner.
 
Our goals continue 
to include: further 
redevelopment of 
residential and commercial 
properties, working on 

quality-of-life issues such as parks and recreation, 
and maintaining a safe walkable community. From a 
fiscal perspective, we continue working on growing 
revenues, keeping our expenses reasonable, reducing 
and eliminating the use of Tax Anticipation Notes (TAN) 
debt service and implementing the of new financial 
software. The goals for 2018 are listed in their entirety in 
the Annual Report.
 
As always if you have any questions email bholiday@
newportky.gov or call my office at 859-292-3687. Great 
things are happening in Newport! Thanks for your efforts 
to continue to make Newport a great place to live, work, 
shop, and play.

Rendering of Ovation taken from http://www.newportriverfront.com/

Rendering of Route 9 taken from http://www.southbankpartners.com/



East Row resident 
Sheila Williams, like 
all writers, knows 
about the solitary art 
of writing. She has 
published four novels 
and is at work on a 
fifth. But when her first 
book, Dancing on the 
Edge of the Roof, was optioned 
for a made-for-Netflix movie, she 
learned about the not-so-solitary 
art of film. The producer. The script 
writer. The director. The actors. All 
would have a hand in bringing the 
story to the screen, each adding 
their interpretations. It’s your 
novel. It’s their film.

Ms. Williams will talk about the 
experience of being on set as an 
eyewitness to the transformation 
of Dancing on the Edge from 
written word to screen. For her it 
was a positive experience overall. 
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From Novel to Netflix: Lessons in Collaboration
BY SCOTT CLARK, EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR, NEWPORT 
HISTORY MUSEUM @ THE SOUTHGATE STREET 
SCHOOL

The talk will be at the newly opened Newport History 
Museum housed in the former Southgate Street School, 

which was the “blacks 
only” school in Newport 
prior to desegregation 
in the 1950s. The city’s 
vision for the museum is 
to tell the school’s history 
and the city’s but also 
to create a community 
gathering spot —  and 
this talk is among its 

first events. So this is a chance to 
see the museum in its early stages 
of development. Learn more about 
Sheila Williams and her work at 
http://www.sheilajwilliams.

Join us for this event on March 
13, 2018, from 11 am to 12:30 pm. 
at the Newport History Museum 
(215 E. Southgate Street) directly 
behind the Hofbrauhaus. Seating 
is limited, so please RSVP at 
sheilawilliamstalk.eventbrite.com. 
Admission is free. Sponsored by 
the Elsa Heisel Sule Foundation 
and the Kentucky Humanities.


