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The Voice of the East Row Historic
Foundation is published monthly
and paid for by the East Row
Historic Foundation (ERHF).
Diverse, responsible commentary
is encouraged. All opinions are
those of the authors and do not
necessarily express the opinions
of the ERHF and its off i c e r s .
Articles, editorials, classifieds or
calendar items should be sent 
to Nadine Parris, or Bob Yo d e r.
The editors reserve the right to
edit all submissions or reject 
i n a p p ropriate material. 
Deadline is the 15th of the 
month. Drop off at 611 Monro e
S t reet or via e-mail:
K i l l i a n P @ a o l . c o m ,
r j y o d e r @ a o l . c o m
or fmblasing@aol.com

Next Meeting
Joint meeting for Gateway and
Mansion Hill neighborh o o d s
Tu e s d a y, August 1, 7:30 p.m., 
St. Mark Lutheran Churc h ,
M o n roe & Eighth Stre e t s .
Meetings are held on the 
first Tuesday of the month at
7:30 p.m. at St. Mark Churc h
at the corner of Monroe and
8 t h .

Editors of The Vo i c e
Fran Blasing
Nadine Parris
Bob Yo d e r
Mary Beth Cro c k e r
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August Agenda:
• Review of legality of Bylaws
• Tank update
• Committee re p o r t s
• New business
• New neighbors

Wanted: Articles for The Vo i c e
Don’t be afraid to “Voice” your opinions and concerns about the

n e i g h b o rhood. Submit an article for the next issue of The Vo i c eby 
emailing it directly to Nadine Parris at killianp@aol.com or Bob Yoder 
at rjyoder@aol.com or drop off a hard copy to 510 Monroe Stre e t .

The Loss of Miss Catie’s
I knew it was coming, but it was quite a shock just the same. While

out on my run today, I passed the empty lot where Miss Catie’s Saloon
was supposed to be. For anyone that didn’t know, Miss Catie’s was the
earliest surviving riverf ront building in Newport, just east of the L&N
bridge. The reasons for and against its demolition are long, complicated
and many. But we all realize that we are going to lose some buildings to
development. We can’t save them all. But through vigilance and the kind
of cooperation that so many of our neighbors have demonstrated over
and over again, some preservation victories are certainly in our future .
Old buildings, through adaptive reuse and other creative solutions, can
be incorporated into and even enhance new development. We must keep
educating ourselves as to what has worked elsewhere, and just maybe
we can persuade the powers that be to listen. Let’s stick together, and
let's encourage each other not to give up. This is our town. 

Thanks again everyone,

Paul Blasing 
Vice President, Newport Preservation Commission



Newport’s Historic Preservation Office has gone on
a tear. The office subscribes to four publications on
historic property restoration and historic pre s e r v a t i o n
advocacy: P re s e r v a t i o n, Traditional Building , Vi c t o r i a n
H o m e s, and Old House Journ a l. In the last year or so I
have been sending in those little reader service card s ,
you know those annoying little postcards in the back
of the magazine with all the numbers that you circ l e
to get free product information from manufacture r s .
Well, that has culminated in over 60"—five linear feet
(and growing) of source materials at your disposal.
Following are the categories in which they are
a r r a n g e d :

H A R D WARE: Window and door hard w a re—lock sets,
b a t h room, and cabinetry hard w a re to name just a few.

ARCHITECTURAL METALS: Tin ceilings, orn a m e n t a l ,
i ron castings, roof crestings and sheet metal corn i c e
trim and more .

M I L LWORK: F rom wooden brackets to interior
moldings of all kinds, wooden columns of all types
and sizes, to wood clapboard s .

CLEANERS, EPOXIES & PAINT REMOVERS: Wo o d
repair products and epoxies, to masonry cleaners, 
to manufacturers of moldmaking products to re c a s t
items in plaster, stone or masonry.

M A S O N RY PRODUCTS: F rom sources for terra cotta,
brick and stone, to manufacturers of products to
repair masonry pro d u c t s .

FENCING, MAILBOXES, OUTDOOR FURNITURE &

GAZEBOS: R e p roductions of wood and iron fencing
with gates and hard w a re, iron and aluminum 
f reestanding and mailboxes with posts, to outdoor 
f u rn i t u re of all types and gazebos and tre l l i s e s .

WINDOWS, DOORS, WOODEN SCREEN/STORM

DOORS & GARAGE DOORS: Major and small custom
m a n u f a c t u rers of all of the above. Many of the scre e n
doors are appropriate for the East Row Historic
District. The garage door catalogs are especially 
i n t e resting: they show design with wood facings that
replicate early garage or carriage house doors.

ROOFING PRODUCTS: Slate, wood shingle, clay tile,
metal, lead, half-round gutter systems and some 
chimney pot suppliers as well.

PEST CONTROL: Humanely discouraging pigeons
and other vermin from living in or on your house.

PLUMBING SUPPLIES: All the hard w a re, parts and
p o rcelain you’ll need to re c reate a turn - o f - t h e - c e n t u r y
b o u d o i r.

LIGHTING: R e p roductions of lighting from all 
periods—interior and exterior.

ARCHITECTURAL SIGNAGE & PLAQUES: F ro m
National Register plaques, to bronze or aluminum
s t reet number signs, and more .

PAINT & PAINTING SUPPLIES: M a n u f a c t u rers of 
historic paint colors, brushes and painting accessories.

INTERIORS: FLOORS, MECHANICAL SYSTEMS &

WA L L S : Wood and tile flooring, kitchen cabinetry,
period carpet, and wallpaper re p roductions (including
Lincrusta), heating systems, radiator covers and more .

TOOLS: (Ah, my favorite subject.) Last but certainly
not least: tools, hard-to-find specialty tools, as well as
good sources for circular saws, etc.

These materials are here for you to view—and I’d
be glad to make copies of some if you’d like. Many 
of the companies also have web sites and toll-fre e
numbers. So if you’re looking for something, give 
me a call or e-mail and I’ll find it for you.

If you have any questions, contact John E.
Paquette, Historic Preservation Officer at 292-3666, 
or via e-mail: jpaquette@cityofnewportky.org s

Have you been searching for just the right hard w a re to finish your pocket doors, or trying to find replacement 
h a rd w a re for your Queen Anne windows, or trying to find restoration products for your sandstone steps?

The Newport Historic Pre s e rvation Office can help.
by John Paquette



What follows is a summarized review of the June
28, 2000 Pre s e rvation Commission meeting.

709 East 7th Street: application withdrawn by 
p roperty owners for a COA for installing glass block
basement windows. 

646 Linden Av e n u e: cited for installing a modern
beveled glass entry door with sidelights and transom
without a Certificate of Appropriateness Perm i t .
Commissioner Blasing said these doors don’t match
the original in configuration, thus even if they had
applied (for a COA) for this type of door it wouldn’t
have been approved. He wished that they had 
consulted the Commission sooner as there were 
materials available to repair and consolidate old 
deteriorating wood. He said that the quality of wood
in new construction is nowhere near the quality of the
old (original) doors. He also said weather- s t r i p p i n g
and caulk could solve air infiltration pro b l e m s .
Commissioner Clift concurred that all old doors could
be re p a i red. Mr. Clift said that the Commission’s 
decisions are based on the (East Row Historic District
Design Review) Guidelines. Commission Decision:
The property owners have 30 days to come up with 
a new design for a double door and transom, or 
make a decision on repairing the old, and present 
that at the next meeting (July 26). 

601 East Ninth Stre e t : installation of a satellite 
dish on his property without a Certificate of
A p p ropriateness. Commission Decision: The dish must
be moved to a location on the property that would
not be visible from Park Avenue or Ninth Stre e t ,
p referably the north or east facade, with final
a p p roval by Preservation Officer John Paquette. 
The work must be completed within 30 days. 

602 Monroe Street: installing Peel N’ Seal in box
gutters without a Certificate of Appropriateness. The

p roperty owner said they “were not doing anything
that was altering the structure of the house, or visible
f rom the street, so we talked to people who have box
gutters, and talked to many contractors who said we
could scrape and paint, and it would definitely be
good for a couple of years. That seemed like a waste
of money to only do something that was going to last
a couple years.” Their contractor explained about this
aluminum lining that he installs in gutters, and “it
seemed like the best thing, and it would last 20 years,
it has no seams, it has no possibility of leaking, so it
seemed like the best choice for us, it wasn’t visible
f rom the street, we didn’t have to alter anything on
the house, so it was just maintenance as far as we
w e re concerned.” Preservation Officer John Paquette
interjected that this is one of the few items that are
not visible from the street that is under the purview 
of the Preservation Office and Historic Pre s e r v a t i o n
Commission because they are significant elements of a
building that must be maintained appropriately. He
continued, there is no way to make a box gutter
“maintenance free”, and that their contractor was 
c o r rect in that scraping and painting will only last 3-5
years. Box gutters need to be maintained. There is 
no way around it. Peel N’ Seal exacerbates any 
deterioration. Commissioner Blasing concurred: 
Peel N’ Seal, over the years we’ve found out, just
doesn’t work, water will get under it and it can’t 
get out; the gutters will just rust out faster, in the 
long run, you’re actually doing more damage by
installing Peel N’ Seal in the gutters. The contractor
stated that it was guaranteed for gutters for 10 years.
M r. Blasing said the reason the Commission doesn’t
allow Peel N’ Seal even though it is cheaper, and in
the short run it’s going to stop leaks, but in the long
run, the gutters will wear out faster. Mr. Blasing and

N e w p o rt Historic Pre s e rvation Commission News

continued on next page.



A View from Our Past

This image of the George Wiedemann Jr. Mansion on the corner of 4th Street and Park Ave. is from a post card
published by the Cincinnati News company, probably in the 1910s. For more images of the East Row’s past or to
send an e-postcard check out www.eastrow.org/e-postcard.html.

Historic Pre s e rvation Commission News continued from previous page.

M r. Miller both commented that they had been
t h rough the property owner’s house on various house
tours, and they would hate to see the beautiful work
they’ve already done on the interior destroyed by 
taking a shortcut on your gutters. Mr. Blasing said,
“the Guidelines were set up to protect your house in
the long run, not just for you, but hopefully the 
people 70-80, 100 years from now who own it.” 
The property owner said they didn’t think it was a
quick fix. Commission Decision: Remove (existing)
Peel N’ Seal from the box gutters, remove and clean
any residue, and repair or replace any deteriorated 
metalwork in-kind with terne-plate, with locked 
and soldered joints. The work must be completed 
in 30 days. 

539 Lexington Av e n u e : applied for a Certificate 
of Appropriateness for rebuilding his front porc h
balustrade. John Paquette explained that the owner
has been trying for months to find sources for 
matching glazed brick to rebuild his brick balustrades.
The homeowner brought this to the Commission 
for input. Several suggestion were made by the
Commission. Commission Decision: No COA issued

until further re s e a rch is carried out to find the 
a p p ropriate materials.

729 Linden Av e n u e : w i t h d rew COA application for
replacing existing steel porch columns & balustrade
with wood columns & balustrade.

830 Washington Av e n u e : applied for a Certificate of
A p p ropriateness permit for installing a side and re a r
y a rd fence. Property owners were not available for
their fence application. Preservation Officer John
Paquette explained the details of the application.
Commissioner Blasing said it was a beautiful fence,
but that it doesn’t belong in the historic district.
Commission Decision: Application denied.

Other Commission Business:

A letter addressed to the Preservation Commission
was presented from Newport IDENT Coord i n a t o r
Doug Roell about the entry doors added to 918-920
Washington Avenue that was not resolved at the
October 28, 1998 NHPC meeting. It was clarified that
the doors are not in compliance with current Building
& Fire Codes, and will be removed. s



R i v e rfest T- s h i rt sales
by Ian Budd

R i v e rfest, Sunday, September 3, is our major
fundraiser for the year. For 20 years we have set up
two booths on the Riverf ront and sold WEBN T- s h i r t s
to the crowds attending the event.

The organization and implementation of the 
T-shirt sales re q u i res a substantial amount of eff o r t
and support from everyone in the neighborhood 
and so we are again asking you to please sign up 
to participate this year.

We need organizers for preparation in the days
leading up to Riverfest. We need organizers for the
day, and organizers for the post event activities.

Also, on the day of the event, we need help setting
up the booths in the morning, staffing the booths
t h roughout the day—especially in the 6.00 to 9.30pm
slot, and help tearing down the booths at the end of
the day.

Funds from T-shirt sales have purchased tre e s ,
garbage cans, playground equipment, planters, and
many other things to beautify and improve our neigh-
b o rhood. These funds also support the month to month
operations of the neighborhood throughout the year
including the newsletter, meetings and the web pages.

Our Riverfest activities are essential to the 
continued vitality of the community in which you 
live. So please plan to participate. Call us today to
o ffer your help. You won’t re g ret it. There is nothing
to match the satisfaction of knowing you have 
contributed to your community and at the same time
having had a lot of fun interacting with, and getting
to know, your neighbors. And, you get a free T- s h i r t !

Please call Ian or Patricia Budd at 491-7696. s

The Newport Historic Building Restoration
Series, Workshop #6:

Historic Plaster Molds – 
R e c reating Plaster
Medallions & Brackets

The sixth workshop in the Newport Historic
Building Restoration Series will be held on Saturd a y ,
August 12, 2000 at the Newport City Building, 998
Monmouth Street, First Floor Multi-Purpose Room,
f rom 9:00 A.M. to 12:00 Noon,. Admission to this
workshop is FREE. 

The Newport Historic Building Restoration Series 
p resents four workshops a year. It is designed for 
historic building owners, do-it-yourselfers, and all
those who are interested in accurately restoring an
old building. Restoration professionals from all 
disciplines will provide technical assistance on 
specific topics and answer individual questions.

Historic Plaster Molds—Recreating Plaster
Medallions & Brackets will describe and demonstrate
the art of re c reating damaged or missing plaster
medallions and brackets. The workshop will be 
p resented by two Newport historic preservation 
p rofessionals: Ken Clift and Paul Blasing. The 
workshop will conclude with a tour of the 1879
Italianate mansion in which Mr. Clift has re s t o red 
and re c reated all the decorative plaster moldings,
medallions and brackets. 

Handouts will also be available at the workshop.
Cold soft drinks, water and coffee will be pro v i d e d .
For further information, contact John Paquette 
at 859-292-3666. s

LA MEXICANA — Monmouth Stre e t ’s Newest Eatery: “Tacos, but not like Taco Bell. ”
That was the menu description at La Mexicana, a new authentic Mexican restaurant. When we say authentic

we mean it — from the Mexican Soap Operas on the TV, the soft drinks imported from Mexico, and gre a t
tacos and burritos. Choices include beef, pork or “pork cooked another way.” You might want to brush up
your Spanish before you go, but we did just fine by pointing.



For All Yo u r
Printing Needs

PHONE: 2 6 1 - 4 4 3 4
FAX: 2 6 1 - 4 4 4 7

This Month
N e w p o rt City Commissioners Meetings
August 7th and 24th

7 p.m., Multi-Purpose Room, City of Newport, 
998 Monmouth Street. Information: 292-3666 or
w w w . c i t y o f n e w p o r t k y . o rg

8
Historic Plaster Molds—Recre a t i n g
Plaster Medallions & Brackets
August 12

Newport City Building, 998 Monmouth Stre e t ,
First Floor Multi-Purpose Room, from 9:00 A.M. to
12:00 Noon,. Admission to this workshop is FREE. 

8
127 Corridor Village Tre a s u re Hunt
August 17–20

MainStrasse Village, Covington. 513-357-6246 

8
N o rt h e rn Kentucky Symphony 
Summer Series at Devou Park

The Northern Kentucky Symphony continues 
its FREE family-friendly concerts at the historic
bandshell in Covington’s Devou Park natural lawn
a m p h i t h e a t re .

• Saturday August 5, 7:30 p.m., “Band on the Run”

• S a t u rday September 2, 7:30 p.m., 

“A Mouse, Flamingoes and Whales—Oh My!” 

For more information call 431–6216.

8
Victorian Christmas To u r
December 2–3

For information, contact Rebecca Wa l k e r, 
2 6 1 - 0 7 1 8 .

8
E v e ry Saturday 
THE FARMER'S MARKET IS NOW OPEN

Hey, let's all walk over to the Downtown
Newport Farmer's Market this Saturday. Meet
Campbell County farmers, purchase fresh pro d u c e
at reasonable prices, and support local agriculture
at one time. 

The Farmer’s Market is each Saturday, 
f rom June 17 to October 28, 9 a.m. to 2 p.m., 
in the parking lot at 709 Monmouth (between 
the Pepper Pod and Dixie Chili). 
For more information call 572-2600.

NEW ANTIQUE SHOP! 
Located at 109 E. 9th Street, in the building 

f o rmerly housing Heck Cleaners, is the Eclectic
C o rn e r. Eclectic Corner is an antiques and collectibles
C o ffee House. We handle an eclectic assortment of
antiques and unique gifts from another time. We also
carry, exclusively, a line of hand made candles and
crafts. We have an artist, in shoppe, who will hand
paint furn i t u re and help with crafts, teaching various
techniques. There are unique craft supplies for sale
also. Stop in and visit and have a cup of coffee 
with us.

Hours will be somewhat unpredictable for awhile
as we are still adding inventory and will be out 
p u rchasing same. However, we will be there every
S a t u rday, 10 am to 6 pm or free private showings 
can be arranged by calling 431-5641.

q

House for Sale
Newport East. Four room cottage with basement

and central air. Asking $49,500. Call 491-6039.

q

Join the List Serv e
To join the Listserv send a blank e-mail to 
e a s t _ ro w - s u b s c r i b e @ e g ro u p s . c o m


