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and paid for by the East Row Historic
Foundation (ERHF). Diverse, respon-
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All opinions are those of the authors
and do not necessarily express the
opinions of the ERHF and its officers.
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Fran Blasing, Nadine Parris, or 
Bob Yoder. The editors reserve 
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Drop off at 611 Monroe 
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Next Meeting
Joint meeting for Gateway and 
Mansion Hill neighborh o o d s

Tu e s d a y, January 9, 7:30 p.m., 
St. Mark Lutheran Church, 
M o n roe & Eighth Stre e t s .
Meetings are held on the first 
Tuesday of the month at 7:30 p.m.
at St. Mark Church at the corner 
of Monroe and 8th.
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Bob Yo d e r
Mary Beth Cro c k e r

Letters of opinion to The Voice are 
welcome but must be signed if they are 
to be published. The editors re s e rve the
right to edit for length. Thank you.

Vol. No. 1 Issue No. 10

December Agenda:
T h e re will be no regular meeting for the month of December. Instead, we
will have a holiday celebration on December 5. Please join your neighbors
in the festive spirit of the holidays. (See back page for details.)

A rc h i t e c t ’s Alliance of Newport
Jim Guthrie

I am writing to the Vo i c e to clarify the goals and composition of the
A rchitect’s Alliance of Newport. The Alliance was formed in 1993 by Laura
Long to assist the city in its Rehab-a-Rama program. Initially, the city hoped
to use the architects living within the city of Newport to assist in the 
c reation of quality renovations as a condition of city financial assistance.
The role of the Alliance was expanded gradually to include assistance in
the selection of design professionals for city contracts and review of devel-
opment projects within the city. Over the years, we have reviewed nearly
30 diverse projects, including the Riverwalk, Third Street Master Plan,
Newport on the Levee logo, Comprehensive Plan, War Memorial, Newport
Aquarium, Comfort Suites Hotel, Riverf ront Place Phase II and most re c e n t-
ly, the TANK Transit Center. In 1999 Alliance design review was incorporat-
ed into the City Center Overlay zone review pro c e d u re .

The Architect’s Alliance of Newport today is comprised of 17 architects, 
planners, interior designers and other design professionals living and
working within the City of Newport. The mission of the Architect’s Alliance
is to provide aesthetic and design assistance for the City of Newport. We
advise on issues concerning the appearance of our community as aff e c t e d
by all development within the city. The Alliance seeks to create a bro a d e r
community awareness and appreciation of design issues. We approach this
task with both professional and personal concern for the look and feel of
our community and its associated business and industry.

Our goal is simply to enhance the quality of life in Newport thro u g h
good design. We have been successful in expanding design re v i e w
beyond two or three city staff. We have sought to effectively change the
adversarial relationship between design boards and development. We tre a t
all proposals presented to us fairly and apolitically. In order to maintain a
continuing relationship with all parties involved, the Alliance must react to
p roposals privately and positively. We seek to get involved at the earliest
possible stage – often before the project is even public knowledge. 
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We find at this point we have the most latitude in
e ffecting positive change. While cognizant of the 
political issues involved, we strive to address the pro-
posed projects on a basis of pure design. Developers
must be fairly comfortable with the fact that we will
not “take up the cause” against their project publicly,
re g a rdless of how bad some of us think it is. 

We act in a non-binding, advisory capacity. This
allows for a non-adversarial relationship with develop-
ers, as well as allowing differing opinions within the
g roup. This will allow the utmost flexibility in the
developer’s and the reviewing body’s interpretation as
how to best relate to the context. Mostly, it re c o g n i z e s
that as an art form, most of design is subjective, and as
such is difficult to legislate. As designers and arc h i t e c t s
we are all sympathetic to hindrances to our own 
c reativity and do not wish to impose design law on
others like us. Issues of massing, edges and re l a t i o n-
ship to pedestrian should be emphasized over specific
materials, treatments and colors. We feel that the 
context should be recognized, but not necessarily
duplicated - the context would be a starting point of
design. We are not in favor of developing a “checklist”
or good/bad guideline format. We support specific,
objective design issues of surface parking, stre e t s c a p e ,
s c reening and landscaping. This format relies on 
a competent professional group to review the 
submitted designs.

We walk a delicate line. While we may disagre e
with a particular site selection, we still want to be
involved in the building form for the project on that
site. At all points in the process, we strive to continue
the dialogue, optimistic to the end. 

Our accomplishments are not yet always evident.
Bad projects still get built. Good arc h i t e c t u re still 
gets torn down. Often, our biggest accomplishment 
is getting someone to ask our opinion; getting the 
parties at the table to discuss (if not listen) to all the
possibilities. But we are increasingly involved and 
this, I believe, leaves room for optimism.

I became passionate about the Alliance when the
Weidemann Brewery at 6th and York, which was full

of ironwork craft of a past era was torn down and
Thriftway grocery was built in its place. The Thriftway
building is striking in its contrast to the arc h i t e c t u re
that once graced the site. It is an unfortunate design
solution and absolutely devoid of any aesthetic or
a rchitectural merit.

I believe we have an excellent system in place that 
p rovides experienced and professional community
i n p u t . The following is a list of alliance members:

Mark Abbott – Gateway
Eric Avner – Gateway
Dan Batt – Gateway
Steve Birkley – Mansion Hill
John Blignaut – Mansion Hill
Jim Guthrie – Mansion Hill
Deanna Heil – Mansion Hill
Ve rn Hendrickson – Central Newport
Eric Inglert, Business Owner – Mansion Hill
Lisa Kolber Inglert, Business Owner – Mansion Hill
Jay Kaneta – South Newport
Ray Mack – Central Newport
Scot Pugh – South Newport
Paul Schirmer – Gateway
D a r ren Spahr – West Newport
G reg Tulley – Gateway
Judy Wilson – Mansion Hill

We are a 100% uncompensated volunteer org a n i z a-
tion whose members take time away from their 
businesses and families to offer their pro f e s s i o n a l
advice. All of these members not only have an intere s t
in preserving the integrity of Newport but also a pro-
fessional understanding of aesthetic and development
issues surrounding the projects we re v i e w . T h e re are
a variety of perspectives re p resented by this group —
some preservation minded, some contemporary; 
all of which seek to simply make all projects we
review better.

While everyone has an opinion about beauty 
and harmony, we have attempted to assemble a 
community-based group that is uniquely qualified 
to express such opinions.s
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Call me the Andy Rooney of the Neighborhood, but I
think the no left turn sign at 3rd and Washington STINKS! 

I’ve lived in Newport since 1975 and ever since I can
remember you’ve been able to make a left turn at 3rd &
Washington. A few months ago, I noticed a no left turn
sign and thought it was there due to the construction and
was temporary. 

In mid October, I called the City of Newport and asked
them why the sign was there and who was re s p o n s i b l e .
They told me to ask Lt. Lyles. Upon speaking with Lt.
Lyles, he told me the “Mansion Hill” group was re s p o n s i-
ble for it’s being there. I contacted the East Row Historic
Foundation (the association which assumed the Mansion
Hill association) about the sign and they told me they
had nothing to do with it. On October 22, 2000, I wrote a
letter to the City Manager, Mr. Phil Ciafardini, expre s s i n g
my dislike for the sign and asked him who was re s p o n s i-
ble. I never received a reply. On 10/30/00, I went to a
City Council meeting and asked the commissioners and
city officials why the sign was there and who was
responsible, and NO ONE knew anything about it. An
o fficial from the police department told me they would
check into it and get back to me. As of 11/9/00, no one
f rom the City of Newport had gotten back to me. So, I
w rote another letter and called the City Manager to let
him know that no one knew who was responsible for the
sign and asked him again for an explanation. To date, Mr.
C i a f a rdini has not responded to any of my calls or letters
and has not off e red ANY explanation. I find his apathy
almost as annoying as the sign. He works for Newport
citizens. We pay his salary. Does he think he’s too good
to respond to our concerns? Apparently he just doesn’t
c a re, so in my opinion, maybe we need to find a new
City Manager! The previous City Manager, Jim Parsons
always responded to citizen’s concerns and always
re t u rned phone calls and responded to letters. 

T h e re have also been other accesses to Mansion Hill
closed and altered to obstruct access over the years, such
as City Council reversing the traffic on Nelson Place in

1997. This action defied common sense and there f o re
casts suspicion as to why it may have been done. Also, 
a street which used to connect 4th Street to Linden Stre e t
was eliminated because a handful of people thought it
caused more traffic on 4th Street, again limiting access
and causing more traffic on less and less streets. This no
left turn sign has made things a lot worse and forc e s
many of us to have to go down 5th Street. I see people
making a left (even though the sign is up) all the time,
t h e reby making law breakers out of people just trying to
get home! Everyone I’ve spoken to about this sign is
against it and thinks it should be taken down and can’t
understand why it’s there. It seems to be a misuse of 
t r a ffic control, as the only place you usually see a no left
sign used is to prevent someone from turning onto an
opposing one way street. Technically, since the City
Council or City Officials don’t know anything about it and
a p p a rently never authorized having it put up, logically
one would think that the police department doesn’t have
the legal right to enforce it or give anyone a ticket for
making a left. 

I did hear that a few people on 3rd street don’t want
people from the Aquarium parking on their street and
this is why the sign was put up (again, by who’s authori-
zation?). Since the re-design of the traffic at 3rd and
Washington, this should no longer be a valid arg u m e n t
because its design routes the Aquarium traffic away. Also,
in other tourist towns, they put up signs, “Neighborh o o d
parking only”… is that too difficult for the City of
Newport to do? At any rate, I don’t feel that, because of
the Aquarium, the majority of Mansion Hill re s i d e n t s
should be PUNISHED for this City’s so called “pro g re s s ” .

Since the City Council or Newport city officials don’t
seem to know anything about it and apparently never
authorized having it put up, I think it should be taken
down immediately. Those who agree should call Mr.
C i a f a rdini at 292-3666 and give him a piece of your mind.
You probably won’t get through to him (like I didn’t), but
you can leave him a message on his voice mail!s

No Left Tu rn Sign at 3R D & Wa s h i n g t o n
Ray Rice

Eclectic Corner
109 E. 9T H ST R E E T, NE W P O RT

O ffering a unique selection of antique 

and collectible Christmas gifts, ranging 

in price from $5.00 to $200.00. 

Stop by the shoppe to browse and enjoy a cup of Gourmet coff e e
while touring the lovely Victorian homes on the Christmas Wa l k ,
December 2nd & 3rd. We will be open extended hours thro u g h
the Holiday Season. Come share some Holiday Spirit with us.



ST. JO H N’S U C C
LI T U R G I C A L ART S FE S T I VA L

6th Annual Liturgical Arts Festival

S a t u rday, December 2 and Sunday, December 3

St. John’s Sanctuary

SC H E D U L E O F EV E N T S

SAT U R D AY, DE C E M B E R 2, 2000
Friendship Singers, Women’s Choral Gro u p

2:00–3:00 p.m.

Friends of the Groom, Christian Drama Gro u p
7:00–8:00 p.m.

SAT U R D AY, DE C E M B E R 3, 2000
Sanity Singers

Men’s Choral Group In Northern Kentucky
3:00–4:00 p.m.

Candlelight Christmas Concert
7:00–8:00 p.m.

Reception Immediately Following Concert
Fellowship Hall

Visual art exhibits throughout the halls 
during the weekend
Artwork from the 

L i t u rgical Art Guild in Columbus, OH 
will be displayed in the Halls of St. John’s Churc h .

Victorian
Christmas
Tour

Tour hours are 1:00–7:00 p.m. each day.
Tickets are $10 and may be purchased at the
Wiedmann Mansion during tour hours.
I n f o rmation: (513) 588-4600.

SC H E D U L E O F EV E N T S
SAT U R D AY, DE C E M B E R 2, 2000
1:00 p.m. Cooking Demonstration

Jean-Robert de Cavel of the Masionette
2:00 p.m. Friendship Singers

St. John’s Sanctuary
3:00 p.m. Cooking Demonstration

Patsy Schneider of Take the Cake
Take the Cake will hold an Open House on 
Sunday, December 3, 2000. Preview new 
holiday cookies and treats. Call (513) 241-2772 
for information. No reservations required. 
10% discount for all orders placed on Sunday.
1437 Main Street, Cincinnati, OH.

4:00 p.m. Solo Flutist
Debra Schulenberg

5:00 p.m. Cooking Demonstration
Paula Kirk of Paula’s, The Gourmet Cafe

6:00 p.m. To be announced

SU N D AY, DE C E M B E R 3, 2000
3:00 p.m. Free carriage rides in horse drawn 
–6:00 p.m. carriages.

Complimentary refreshments will be available at 
the Wiedemann Mansion in the Christmas Store and 
in St. John’s Church.



Annual Light-A-Home Contest
The annual Light-A-Home contest will be judged beginning Friday, December 1st at 7:00 p.m. 

Every home in the East Row is eligible. Please have the exterior of your home 
decorated and lighted by 7:00 p.m. that day if you wish to enter.

When Carisa Hund and Dave Bunten purchased a
house on East Seventh Street in Newport, they were n ’ t
exactly thinking about going into business. However, 
the Northern Kentucky natives seized the opportunity 
to purchase a building near them at 114 East Seventh,
and the idea of a gift shop took shape. East Seventh
S t reet Gifts opened in November 1999 after extensive
rehabilitation of the building. One year later, Carisa 
and Dave have expanded the shop to two rooms and
now carry an even larger variety of pro d u c t s .

The owners, who are still in their twenties, are happy
to be in Newport. Dave commented, “We like Newport
and are excited about the changes coming to this city. 
As the city gets better, so will everything around us and
that’s good for business.” Now that they have dealt with
major repairs such as new mechanics and a new ro o f ,
f u t u re plans for the shop include a complete re s t o r a t i o n
of the façade. 

East Seventh Street Gifts offers a wide variety of 
p roducts including all-natural candles, incense, soaps 
and essential oils, and an entire line of beeswax-based
natural body products by Bert’s Bees. The store has 
an earthy, contemporary atmosphere and the tantalizing
scents of oils and candles fills the air. Jewelry, especially
sterling silver, is popular with Hund and Bunten’s cus-
tomers, and they also stock some custom jewelry items
f rom Simple Machine Works, a Covington company that
regularly displays at the Newport Arts and Music Festival.

“ We want to provide a great source for unique gift
items,” says Dave. “From one and two-dollar gifts to

h i g h e r-end items, we have something for everyone.
We ’ re trying to serve the local community by attracting a
variety of works by local artists. It’s been word - o f - m o u t h
so far, and it’s surprising how many talented artists live
close by or right here in Newport.” Items by local artists
Terry Bond (photography), Lester Daniels (pastels and
s c u l p t u re), and Amanda Monyhan (wind chimes) are
available, as well as the work of a number of artists fro m
N o r t h e rn Kentucky University. The shop is the exclusive
carrier of Ridge pottery from Dry Ridge, Kentucky, and
f e a t u res large and small cast stone products such as 
g a rden statues and birdbaths from Carruth Studios and
H a y d e n - L a r s o n .

Dave and Carisa have expanded their selection of 
stationery and note cards and now carry novelty birthday
c a rds that include candles or incense. They also want
their customers to know that they will search for a 
special item on request, and they can open the shop 
for private appointments. “We are establishing a stro n g
rapport with our customers. We ’ re also inviting them to
sign the guest book. We ’ re developing a mailing list 
and would like to offer special promotions to customers,
as well as open the shop for special events,” says Dave.

East Seventh Street Gifts is located at 114 East Seventh
S t reet (between Saratoga and Monmouth streets). Store
hours are noon–7:00 p.m. Tu e s d a y s – S a t u rdays and
noon–5:00 p.m. on Sunday. For more information please
call (859) 655-9444.s

Seventh Street Gift Shop Owners Celebrate 
O n e - Year Anniversary with Shop Expansion
Fran Blasing



This Month
N e w p o rt City Commissioners Meetings
December 4th and 18th
7 p.m., Multi-Purpose Room, City of Newport, 
998 Monmouth Street. Information: 292-3666 or
w w w . c i t y o f n e w p o r t k y . o rg

8 
G a rden Club Meeting
T h i rd Tuesday of the Month
6:30 p.m. at the Hannaford Club House.

8 
Victorian Christmas To u r
December 2–3, 1:00–7:00 p.m., $10
For information, call (513) 588-4600.

8 
Rumpke Holiday Schedule
T h e re will be no residential trash collection on
Monday, December 25, 2000, or on Monday,
January 1, 2001. The residents and businesses 
usually serviced on these days will have their
trash collected on Thursday, December 28, 2000,
and Thursday, January 4, 2001, respectively. 

8 
F ree Holiday Concert
December 3, 7:00 p.m.
Old St. George, 42 Calhoun Street, Cincinnati
Seven Hills Sinfonietta presents “Amahl and the
Night Visitors,” a touching one-hour opere t t a
about a crippled boy’s encounter with the Thre e
Kings. For information, call (859) 261-0265 or
(513) 481-4384

8 
A rt Exhibit
Now through Febru a ry 28
“Snowscapes” by Newport artist Tom Mitts
A rnold's Restaurant, 210 East 8th Street, Cincinnati
For information, call (513) 421-6234.

For All Yo u r
Printing Needs

PHONE: 2 6 1 - 4 4 3 4
FAX: 2 6 1 - 4 4 4 7

You are 
invited to the

East Row Historic
Foundation 

Holiday Part y
Tu e s d a y, December 5, 

7:00–9:00 p.m.
D e t roit Joe’s 

115 East Ninth Stre e t
Hors d'oeuveres, beverages

S h a re some holiday cheer 
with your neighbors!

For Sale
R e s t o red authentic 1875-era oil lamp chandelier for

sale. You won't find this one at the Wooden Nickel
for twice the money! Crystal drops, hand painted
shade, solid brass. $500. Call (859) 291-9733.


