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The Voice of the East Row Historic
Foundation is published monthly 
and paid for by the East Row Historic
Foundation (ERHF). Diverse, respon-
sible commentary is encouraged. 
All opinions are those of the authors
and do not necessarily express the
opinions of the ERHF and its officers.
Articles, editorials, classifieds or 
calendar items should be sent to 
Fran Blasing, Nadine Parris, or 
Bob Yoder. The editors reserve 
the right to edit all submissions or
reject inappropriate material.

Deadline for submissions is the 
15th of the month. 

Drop off at 611 Monroe 
Street or via e-mail: 

KillianP@aol.com, 
rjyoder@fuse.net or 
fmblasing@aol.com

Next Meeting
Joint meeting for Gateway and 
Mansion Hill neighborh o o d s

Tu e s d a y, September 4, 7:30 p.m., 
St. Mark Lutheran Church, 
M o n roe & Eighth Stre e t s .
Meetings are held on the first 
Tuesday of the month at 7:30 p.m.
at St. Mark Church at the corner 
of Monroe and 8th.

Editors of The Vo i c e
Fran Blasing
Nadine Parris
Bob Yo d e r

Letters of opinion to The Voice are 
welcome but must be signed if they are 
to be published. The editors re s e rve the
right to edit for length. Thank you.
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September Agenda:
• Committee Reports
• Old Business
• New Neighbors

• New Business
• Update on Waterworks 

and Parking

By Larry Bosserman

Last fall, during a visit to the East Row neighborhood meeting, Newport
Commissioner Ken Rechtin announced that a group of elected off i c i a l s
f rom several Southbank cities were meeting regularly to discuss a wide
range of topics of mutual interest and to explore potential opportunities for
collaboration. Government officials from Covington, Newport, Bellevue,
Dayton, Ft. Thomas, Ft. Wright, Ludlow and other Northern Kentucky cities
have come together to form the River City Government Coalition (RCGC).
The group meets on the first Wednesday evening of each month. 

In an effort to stay current on issues affecting the East Row Historic
District and its residents, I asked Commissioner Rechtin if I could attend
the meetings as an observer. He expressed some concerns about my 
attendance and off e red, as an alternative, to call me on Thursday following
the meeting to summarize the proceedings. I agreed and the Commissioner
has called on Thursday morning after each meeting. 

Continued on page 2

W h a t ’s Happening with the
River City Government Coalition: 

A Call for Ghost Stories:
With the Festival of Fear 

coming to the Riverf ront, and
Halloween just around the corn e r
we thought it was time for some
ghost stories in the Vo i c e .

So, if you have a story of the
strange and macabre in the East
Row, please send it to us! Names
and house numbers will be
changed to protect the unwary.s

Update on the Wa t e rw o r k s
and Parking:

With the upcoming vote on the
Waterworks and the opening of
Newport on the Levee, City
Manager Phil Ciafard i n i ,
Commissioners Jan Knepshield
and Ken Rechtin will be coming
to our September meeting to
update the neighborhood on 
these issues.s



The Coalition met sporadically through the winter
and spring due in part to the introduction of new
“players” after the November elections and in part to
the illness of Wally Pagan, who organizes the meetings
and pre p a res the agenda. It appears now that the
Coalition has re f o rmed and meetings are occurring
m o re regularly. With Commissioner Rechtin’s appro v a l
and encouragement, I would like to share some infor-
mation with you from the August 1, 2001 meeting that
may affect us as residents of the East Row Historic
District, Newport and Northern Kentucky. There were
two primary areas of discussion: 1) the State Legislative
Agenda and, 2) the Community Development Financial
Institution (CDFI).

The sixteen city re p resentatives at the meeting
talked extensively about issues to be included on 
an agenda for the Kentucky Legislative Session that
will convene in January, 2002. Four key issues were 
identified for presentation to State legislators at an
October meeting in preparation for the January 
session. They are :
• P romote legislation to establish tax incentives for

residential property re s t o r a t i o n / re n o v a t i o n .
C u r rently, there are Federal incentives for the
restoration of commercial property, but none for
residential. State incentives for residential pro p e r t y
restoration may contribute significantly to both 
community and economic development.

• Certain Enterprise Zone (EZ) designations in
Newport and other localities are due to expire in
2002. The EZ designation provides some tax re l i e f
related to the materials used in re n o v a t i o n / re s t o r a-
tion of property within the Zone. Efforts will be
d i rected toward extending the expiration dates for
these Enterprise Zones.

• Local insurance taxes are frequently a target for
repeal during the legislative session. These taxes,
which often generate several million dollars for local

g o v e rnment operations are essential, especially for
smaller municipalities. The legislative agenda will
seek to protect the insurance tax.

• P romote some form of legislation to allow cities 
to deal more effectively with vacant properties. 
In most localities, persistently vacant properties are
unsightly, in need of re p a i r, a refuge for varm i n t s
and a potential sight for illegal activities. Cities need
m o re financial and/or legal clout to improve the
functionality and productivity of vacant pro p e r t y .
The second primary agenda item was the

Community Development Financial Institution curre n t-
ly under development. The CDFI is a not-for- p ro f i t
o rganization that will partner with commercial lending
institutions to provide financing for the purchase and
rehabilitation of residential property. The goal of the
CDFI is to increase home ownership, especially
among those with low to moderate income. Although
p u rc h a s e / rehab loans are available through some
c o m m e rcial lending institutions, qualifying for such
loans is quite rigorous. The CDFI will be positioned to
accept a measure of risk greater than its commerc i a l
counterparts in making purc h a s e / rehab loans. There
a re several hundred CDFIs across the country. The
o rganizers of the local organization will be visiting a
model one in Iowa during the next month. 

The next meeting of the RCGC is September 5.s

Espresso is Back!
New Fresh Fruit Smoothies!

529 Overton St. • 581-1776

River City Coalition  Continued from page 1



421 Monmouth St., Newport, Kentucky 41071
8 5 9 - 2 6 1 - 4 2 8 7
w w w . k e n t u c k y h a u s . c o m

Berea College Crafts • Bybee Pottery • Juried Kentucky Crafts 
Baskets/Books/Candles • Paintings/Prints/Furniture • Gift Baskets

Winner of “The Market 2000 Kentucky
Retailer of the Year” award

Fourth Street Elementary is participating in 
collection projects that are off e red by corporate 
sponsors in re t u rn for educational supplies or cash.
Most of these projects have three easy steps:

1. Clip and save a label 

2. Send the label to school, and 

3. Volunteers at the school will count and mail.

The collection projects that Fourth Stre e t
Elementary has already re g i s t e red for are as follows:

• Labels for Education (Campbell’s Soup):

Save labels from Campbell’s Soup canned products. 
These are just to name a few… Any Campbell’s
Soup product will qualify, Franco-American
SpaghettiO’s & Pasta, Pepperidge Farm Soups,
Swanson Broths etc.

• P roject A+ (Tyson Frozen Chicken):

Look for a “Project A+™” redemption label on any
Tyson frozen product and re t u rn the entire label
back to the school for redemption. 

• Box Tops for Education 

(General Mills & Betty Cro c k e r ) :

Bring in the Official “Box Top for Education” logo
o ff any General Mills or Betty Crocker product. 

• Prang Power (Prang School Pro d u c t s ) :

Send in UPC’s from Prang, Dixon, and
Ti c o n d e roga art and school supplies. 

• School Spirit Program (KMART ) :

Register at Kmart for their “School Spirit Pro g r a m ”
and they will give a percentage of your receipt to
the school of your choice. (Best of all, it’s FREE!).

A message from Fourth Street Elementary :
Please take the time to be involved. Collect 

your labels and send them to school. Spread the
w o rd by asking grandparents and other family 
members for help. It doesn’t cost anything, but it
does re q u i re a little effort as a team. For our childre n
and for our future, let’s take advantage of working
together and team up for education! We will be 
continuing these projects during the 2001/2002
school year. So, keep us in mind and please 
continue to keep sending your labels to school.
Thanks in advance!

If you are aware of any other corporate 
sponsorship programs that you would like to 
participate in, contact our PTA. (New members 
a re always welcome.) s

Saving Labels to Help Support Fourth St. Elementary



By John E. Paquette

Eileen and I bought an old house this spring, her
first, my second. I think the thing I had forg o t t e n
about owning an old house was the fun of discovery.
It is a simple wood frame house – perfect for us
because it still maintains its original exterior elements:
wood clapboard siding, wood shingles, wood sash
and original entry doors. 

We are the second owners of the house.
Construction began in 1921 and was completed in
1922. Construction documents indicate a somewhat
grander house was planned, but finances probably got
in the way: pine floors were substituted for oak, etc…
The Williams House as we now call it, was construct-
ed by David Williams for his wife Delia, and their
daughter Eunice. Eunice, who passed away in
January, lived in the house since its construction. 
She was to turn 99 this year. She never married.

When the house came on the market in March, 
we were the first to see it. Eileen and our realtor had
been religiously perusing the Internet for the right
house. We had looked everywhere: Newport,
Bellevue, Dayton, Ft. Thomas, Ludlow and Covington
in Northern Kentucky and just about every old neigh-
b o rhood in Cincinnati. When the Williams house on
Highway Avenue (Route 8) in West Covington hit the
market, we called our re a l t o r, saw the property that
day, made an offer twenty minutes later, had an
accepted offer within 48 hours, and closed in less
than two weeks. We slept in the house on closing
night, and with the help of many good friends, 
moved in the next day. It is the perfect house for 
two old house nuts.

As I mentioned earlier, completed in 1922, the
house contains no late 20th century changes such as
vinyl siding or vinyl windows. In addition to maintain-
ing all its original exterior details, it still possesses all
its original interior details, albeit in need of paint and
a lot of TLC. These details include the bathroom with
its original claw foot tub, wall mounted sink, and
stool. All of the original fixtures are there; everything
is nickel-plated: toilet paper holder, cup and tooth-
brush holder, sash lifts, door escutcheons, and of
course the tub faucet. Most are in just fair shape,
some need replating, some need replacing, and some
we will leave as is, with their nice old patina. The
sink faucets, hot on the left, and cold on the right and
never the twain shall meet – you re m e m b e r, if the hot

is too hot you just move your hands quickly to the
right and add some cold water – now have chro m e
plated replacements; we’ll go back to polished nickel.
No shower was ever added. We like it just the way 
it is. 

No carpet was ever laid in the house. The pine
floors need to be sanded and varnished, but are in
p retty good shape. I think they’ll clean up nicely. The
pocket doors separating the front hall from the living
room, and the living room from the dining room are
in beautiful condition because they have spent most
of their existence in the wall, seldom used. But the
tracks do need some work. My favorite room in the
house is the kitchen. When you stand outside the
f ront door and look in through the beveled glass,
straight ahead through the front hall, and into the
kitchen, you see my favorite thing in the house: 
the original ammonia refrigerator with the round 
condenser unit on top. Yes it still works, yes we use 
it everyday, and yes it’s cool – no pun intended. 
The original one-leg cast iron wall mounted sink with
drain board sits in one corner of the kitchen with its
wall mounted bib faucets, hot on the left, cold on the
right, and never the twain… The original stove is
gone; it was replaced with a gas model of circa 
1945-50. So we’re on a mission to find a good 1920’s
stove. The kitchen has no built in cupboards: never
had, never will. We survive nicely with a large closet
like pantry, hanging pot rack over the stove, a mid-
19th century pie safe for our dry goods, and an early
20th century Hoosier cupboard for the remainder of
our dishes. The only thing we’re missing is a work-
table appropriate for a 1922 kitchen. Other original
f e a t u res include: push button light switches, beautiful
full-width front porch with battered piers and bead-
b o a rd ceiling, and a simple frame porch on the re a r
o ff the kitchen, also with bead-board ceiling. The two-
car garage, built in 1925 still maintains its original side
hinged entry doors. But on the pragmatic side, the
electric and plumbing (eliminating lead water supply
lines – converted to copper), and the roof were all
updated in the last 10 years. The original behemoth
f u rnace, the old coal powered octopus converted to
gas, remains – but is very inefficient and will have to
go this year.

Maybe all of this sounds extreme to you. That we
need to get a life, a reality check, to live in the year

The Perfect Old House

Continued on page 5
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Newport Business Association is pleased to
announce “Abe Returns to Kentucky” to visit “South of
the Levee” on Thursday, October 11th. This will be the
opening perf o rmance for the new “Gallery Theatre” at
636 Monmouth Street (next to the Costume Gallery).
Abe (Chip Smith, Cincinnati actor) will take us back in
time to the 19th century by re c reating the life of

Abraham Lincoln. Gallery Theatre owner, Joy Galbraith,
is excited about her opening event and feels it ties in
well with the Monmouth Streetscape project theme.

Tickets are $18.65 per person — 6:30 p.m. re c e p t i o n
with 7:30 p.m. showtime. For additional inform a t i o n
please call Kentucky Haus Craft Gallery 859-261-4287.
M o re details will be available in the October Vo i c e .s

2001, not 1922, but that’s the fun. Keeping all the “old
house parts” doesn’t compromise us. How many
houses have you ever seen that maintain such a larg e
p e rcentage of their original elements? How many 
conjecturally put in something here or there, guessing
what fixture would have been here, or what the sink
may have looked like. We ’ re having fun re s t o r i n g
d o o r, window and bathroom hard w a re, trying to
decide where we start with the painting and the floor
sanding, and deciding on wall colors – which must be
period of course, so we’re still re s e a rching. But that’s
it. No walls have been changed; it was never cut up
and made a two or three family. So the house tells us
what we need to do. We don’t have to guess if a wall
was added here or there, or if the bathroom has been

changed. We just re s t o re the original fabric.
We were also two of the rare people who were

i n t e rested in buying this house without thinking, 
okay gut the kitchen, install new cabinets, sink and
dishwasher at $10,000 plus, and update the bathro o m
to the tune of $5,000 plus, and so on. The house is
p e rfect as is. It’s fun to find a house with so many
original elements, and to re s t o re it to that period 
without compromising our lifestyle. If you look, there
a re still some left. If you can’t find a house like ours,
get as close as you can, and re s t o re the rest to the
period of the house’s construction. You might just
enjoy it.

So, are we nuts? Everyone who knows us said this
is the perfect house for us. We think so too. s

N e w p o rt Business Association Brings “Abe” to Newport



For All Yo u r
Printing Needs

PHONE: 2 6 1 - 4 4 3 4
FAX: 2 6 1 - 4 4 4 7

This Month
N e w p o rt City Commissioners Meetings
September 10 and 24
7 p.m., Multi-Purpose Room, City of Newport, 
998 Monmouth Street. Information: 292-3666 or
w w w . c i t y o f n e w p o r t k y . o rg

8 
N e w p o rt Farmers’ Market 
9:00 a.m. – 1:00 p.m. every Saturd a y
709 Monmouth Stre e t

8  
G a rden Club 
T h i rd Tuesday of the Month
6:30 p.m. at the Hannaford. Information: 581-6484

8 
N o rt h e rn Kentucky Symphony 
Summer Series at Devou Park
September 1
“Heart & Souls” with special guests, 
Blessid Union of Souls. 
7:30 p.m., Devou Park, Covington. Fre e .
I n f o rmation: 581-6484

8 
S e c ret Garden To u r
Noon to 5 p.m. September 8 and  9
Licking-Riverside Historic District, Covington KY
See over 30 fall gardens, several featuring live music
and theme docorations.

This Month
M u s e u m s - To-Go Exhibit
September 8–22
“ World War II: The World in Flames”
Kentucky Haus Craft Gallery, 421 Monmouth Stre e t .
F ree. Information: 261-4287.

8 
Boone County Arbore t u m
September 8
Walking tour of everg reens and late summer beauty
at the new Boone County Arboretum at Central
Park. 9:30 to 11:30 a.m (meet at Shelter #1). Fre e .
I n f o rmation: 586-6101.

8 
Sustainable Cincinnati
September 26
5:30 p.m. to 7 p.m., Multi-Purpose Room, City of
Newport, 998 Monmouth Stre e t .
Public Meeting on Sustainable Growth in Gre a t e r
Cincinnati. Sustainable Cincinnati, a coalition of 55
local economic, social and environmental org a n i z a-
tions, wants to hear the public’s opinions about
maintaining and improving the quality of life in the
Tri-State. http://www.sustainablecincinnati.org

8 
Festival of Fear
September 28 - November 3
Newport Riverf ront. The USS Nightmare II, rides and
movies highlight this month-long celebration of all
things scary.

East Row Victorian Christmas Tour 
The Christmas Tour Committee still needs six or seven houses to be volunteered in order to hold the event.

The homes must be completed or nearly completed and the homeowners willing to decorate for the holidays.
We also need Committee chairpersons to assist with table settings, creative marketing strategies with Monmouth
S t reet and Newport on the Levee for the event, and scheduling volunteers for the day of the event. The tour is
on Saturday and Sunday, December 1 and 2. Please call Rebecca Walker Dro u h a rd  261-0718 or Co-Chair
Victoria Dickson 655-9326. s

This Month


