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The Voice of the East Row Historic
Foundation is published monthly 
and paid for by the East Row Historic
Foundation (ERHF). Diverse, respon-
sible commentary is encouraged. 
All opinions are those of the authors
and do not necessarily express the
opinions of the ERHF and its officers.
Articles, editorials, classifieds or 
calendar items should be sent to 
Fran Blasing, Nadine Parris, or 
Bob Yoder. The editors reserve 
the right to edit all submissions or
reject inappropriate material.

Deadline for submissions is the 
15th of the month. 

Drop off at 611 Monroe 
Street or via e-mail: 

KillianP@aol.com, 
rjyoder@fuse.net or 
fmblasing@aol.com

Next Meeting
Joint meeting for Gateway and 
Mansion Hill neighborh o o d s

Tu e s d a y, October 2, 7:30 p.m., 
St. Mark Lutheran Church, 
M o n roe & Eighth Stre e t s .
Meetings are held on the first 
Tuesday of the month at 7:30 p.m.
at St. Mark Church at the corner 
of Monroe and 8th.

Editors of The Vo i c e
Fran Blasing
Nadine Parris
Bob Yo d e r

Letters of opinion to The Voice are 
welcome but must be signed if they are 
to be published. The editors re s e rve the
right to edit for length. Thank you.
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September Agenda:
• Committee Reports
• Old Business
• New Neighbors

• New Business
• P resentation on the 

New Public Library

By Nick Rechtin
It’s been one heck of ride. I wouldn’t have traded it for anything else. But 307 Overton is 
up for sale and I’m ready to move to the ‘burbs for a lifestyle I haven’t had since childhood.
The change is a little scary because I’ve lived almost half of my life in Newport – more than
any other city I have ever lived in. I learned to respect, and even like, the city I ridiculed as
a child of the suburbs. But now it’s time for a midlife crisis. 

Forgive me if I wallow in reminiscence. Please bear with me. It’s part of my ongoing 
midlife therapy.

In 1977, having just purchased 307, I got tired of trucks (we’re talking semis here) 
taking the Third Street exit and using southbound Overton as a shortcut to Fourth Street 
and Route 8. So I got signatures from all the homes on Overton between Third and Sixth 
and petitioned the city commission to make it one way northbound. Since that successful
and brief foray into activism, I was hooked.

First were the monthly regular and caucus meetings of the Mansion Hill Neighborhood
Association; then those of the Newport Citizens Advisory Council; later, the Brighton Center
Board; the Cable TV Board; the OKI Citizens’ Participation Committee; and of course, 
innumerable Board of Commission meetings. Then there were special events, such as 
Larry Stevenson and the Mansion Hill slide presentations.  We got awfully good at building 
a positive image for our neighborhood and city. Later this experience was parlayed into
“Newport Perspectives,” an almost forgotten cable TV show produced by about a dozen 
true believers on Metrovision, the start-up cable service in Newport.

All of this against the backdrop of a ramp issue, historic designation, zoning text and 
map modifications, neighborhood reinvestment, and general neighborhood and Newport
boosterism.  Ultimately though, Newport needed a profound change of politics and 
NEWPAC, the Newport Political Action Committee, put reform in place for good. 

I remember being so enthralled with owning my first house, number 307, that I carefully
researched its history. Going to the courthouse I discovered the almost forgotten name and
subdivision known as Mansion Hill. That knowledge provided me the passion needed when
the long delayed I-471 ramps were about to be built for Fourth and Fifth/Nelson. A forma-
tive meeting was held at 307. This issue on the kitchen table was whether such construction
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would pose an environmental hardship on the city and the neigh-
borhood by the loss of the trees lining the streets, which had to be
widened to accommodate increased traffic.

But my strongest memories will be of the people that changed this
neighborhood and city. First and foremost, I remember the seniors
whose loyalty and perseverance left us a city to save. Some were
remnants of earlier reform movements that laid the groundwork for
the future that now looks so bright. Almost all of them are gone but
not forgotten for believing in what we, the new kids on the block,
would do. They dutifully followed us by signing the register at some
very lonely meetings.

Then there are my peers, most of whom with children older than
my eight-year-old son, Noah. As I do now, they contributed and
went their own way. Some stayed. Some left. All made a difference.

Then there are the dreamers, the dedicated, long-time Newport 
residents who maintain a lifelong commitment to our city and
believe that Newport could be much better than it was.

So what was it like then? Personally, it’s hard to forget being 
castigated at a commission meeting for allegedly being disrespect-
ful. A sort of justice was served when he and two other members 
of the ruling majority were convicted of felonies arising from abuse
of their position as city commissioners. Except for a few ghosts that
still come back to haunt us, most are gone now. Gone also are
Cinema X, the adult bookstore, more than a dozen strip joints,
streetwalkers on Monmouth, and favoritism at City Hall. But best of
all, gone is Newport’s long nightmare of circus-like commission
meetings – a staple for the eleven o’clock news.

And I’ve just scratched the surface. There’s more – lots more –
past, present, and future, that you’ll read about on these pages. 
And maybe some of the really important things that you read 
here might make it to the dailies. 

For me, after hundreds of meetings, a hundred or so columns,
delivery of the Flyer and the Voice for every one of over 250
issues over 24 years, it’s time to move on. I’ll be intently watching
from Anderson Township and possibly regret my move to the ‘burbs
every time I have to pay to park at Newport on the Levee. 

I leave you in good hands. They have to be. They are your own.
Through the miracle of participatory self-government, you’ll 
continue to make a difference in Newport. What it takes most 
is self-confidences. s

Espresso is Back!
New Fresh Fruit Smoothies!

529 Overton St. • 581-1776
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We are considering a new source for our luminaries, therefore only
the November edition of the Voice will contain an order form for
participation in the Saturday, December 1 luminary walk. Don’t
miss the opportunity to order your luminaries.

Anita Bosserman will coordinate our volunteers this year. If you are
new to the neighborhood and we do not have your name on the
volunteer contact list, please call Anita at 431-6717. Our biggest
challenge is finding “house-sitters” for a three-hour shift during the
homes tour. All volunteers are given a complimentary ticket for the
tour. Christmas Tour hours are 1:00 PM to 7:00 PM, Saturday,
December 1 and Sunday, December 2.

For the second time this year’s Victorian Christmas Tour will feature
a display of creative holiday table settings. This year the tables will
feature themes that express the diverse holiday customs represent-
ed by our neighborhood. Currently, we have tables representing the
cultures of Great Britain, Germany, France, Native Americans,
Australia, Ireland, Mexico and Italy. If you are interested in 
expressing your creativity and family background in the display,
please contact Jim Swearingen at 491-7399 or by e-mail at
es521js@earthlink.net. s

Christmas Tour Update

There have been several iron gates reported stolen in the past
month. Please report any thefts or suspicious characters “shaking”
gates to the Newport Police and take precautions with your gate:

• Lock your gates to the gatepost with a small piece of chain.
• Use a Dremel tool to write your address on your gates. That way

if it's found it can be easily linked back to your address.
• Have stops welded on the gate so it can’t be lifted off.s

Watch Your Garden Gate!



421 Monmouth St., Newport, Kentucky 41071
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Berea College Crafts • Bybee Pottery • Juried Kentucky Crafts 
Baskets/Books/Candles • Paintings/Prints/Furniture • Gift Baskets

Winner of “The Market 2000 Kentucky
Retailer of the Year” award

by Emily Butler
The City of Newport is gathering information regarding the 
success of historic preservation in our city in order to illustrate the
importance of establishing a state tax credit for the rehabilitation of
historic buildings, both commercial and residential. Currently,
there is a federal tax credit that rewards approved rehabilitation
projects with a tax credit of 20% of approved rehabilitation costs.
While this program, established in 1976, has been highly success-
ful, it is limited to income-producing properties, meaning that an
individual homeowner cannot qualify. Recently, the Kentucky
Legislature voted down a measure that would have provided a 
30% state tax credit for homeowners, as well as an additional 
20% credit for income-producing properties. There is currently 
a movement to reintroduce this legislation. Such a program 
would offer an incentive to sympathetic rehabilitation of historic
properties, and can help make restoration work more feasible 
for a homeowner who might otherwise find it unaffordable. 

I n f o rmation Needed for State Tax Credit Eff o rt .
The Office of Historic Preservation would like your help. In 
order to demonstrate the significance that preservation plays 
in revitalizing neighborhoods, we are requesting information
regarding work performed on properties within the East Row
Historic District, and how this has impacted property values. 

The Office is interested in the following information:

• The original acquisition cost of your building.
• How much was spent in the rehabilitation of the property.
• How much the property is now worth.

This information can help to demonstrate the importance that 
historic preservation holds for Newport and communities 
across the state. 

If you would like to share this with us, please contact 
Emily Butler, Historic Preservation Officer, at 292-3666, or 
email ebutler@cityofnewportky.org. s



“Abe” perf o rmance in
October at Septembers

Newport Business Association is pleased to bring “Mr.
Lincoln: The Wit and Wisdom of our Country's Gre a t e s t
P resident” to Newport on Thursday evening, October 11 at
7:30 p.m. Chip Smith, a Cincinnati actor, spins yarns and
re c reates the re f reshing honesty and simple elegance of
Abraham Lincoln.

The perf o rmance, which will be preceded by a 6:30
reception,  will take place at the former September's re s t a u-
rant, 921 Monmouth Street, Newport. Tickets are $18.65 in
advance. Make checks payable to NBA, P.O. Box 843,
Newport, KY 41072-0843, or call Kentucky Haus Craft
Gallery for more information: (859) 261-4287. s

This Month
N e w p o rt City Commissioners Meetings
October 8 and 22
7 p.m., Multi-Purpose Room, City of Newport, 
998 Monmouth Street. Information: 292-3666 or
w w w . c i t y o f n e w p o r t k y . o rg

8 
N e w p o rt Farmers’ Market 
9:00 a.m. – 1:00 p.m. every Saturd a y
709 Monmouth Stre e t

8 
Festival of Fear
September 28 - November 3
Newport Riverf ront. The USS Nightmare II, rides
and movies highlight this month-long celebration
of all things scary.

8 
Kentucky Historical Society "Museums-
To-Go Exhibit
October 6-20
“History of the L&N Railro a d ”
Kentucky Haus Craft Gallery, 421 Monmouth
S t re e t
F ree. Information: (859) 261-4287 

8 
Columbia Tusculum Historic Homes
To u r
October 14, 1:00-6:00 p.m.
To u r, renovator's fair and exhibition of local artists
Tickets: $12 in advance; $15 day of event.
I n f o rmation: (513) 784-7949 or www.columbiatus-
c u l u m . o rg 

This Month

For All Yo u r
Printing Needs

PHONE: 2 6 1 - 4 4 3 4
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