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Foundation (ERHF). Diverse, respon-
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All opinions are those of the authors
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Next Meeting
Joint meeting for Gateway and 
Mansion Hill neighborh o o d s

Tu e s d a y, January  7, 7:30 p.m., 
St. Mark Lutheran Church, 
c o rner of Monroe & Eighth Stre e t s .
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S e c re t a ry: Angela Siddall
Gateway Representative: J e ff Hall
Mansion Hill Representative: C h r i s t o p h e r
Z e i g l e r
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welcome but must be signed if they are 
to be published. The editors re s e rve the
right to edit for length. Thank you.
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Patricia La Rosa
“It takes a whole village to raise a child,” so says an African proverb.  I ask you though,
what happens when the village is threatened, sending inhabitants scurrying? Where are 
the children to go? I can’t imagine who I would have become had I not been reared in the
“village” of East Second Street. I am blessed to be the fourth generation sheltered in a home
built in 1884. My Great-Grandmother, Adelyn, along with my Great-Uncle Carlyle purchased
our home from the original owner in 1923. It is in this home, my Grandmother was reared
and returned with her three children.  It is in this home my Mother Angela, and the “vil-
lage”, reared me. 

Growing up in my “village” was as idyllic as one could imagine. Playing pickle in the street,
high water low water, snowball fights against the Claybern’s, Tommy Mitts searching for 
bottles, walking to the floodwall to compose my thoughts, softball games against the guys
from Beech Street, need I say more? Being reared by a single parent isn’t an easy road.
However, my “village” was there.  I always had “homes” to go to and “mothers” watching
over me. Aunt Ruth, Mrs. Brewer, Mrs. Mitts, Linda, Poody, and Mrs. Johnson made sure all
was safe for me while Momma worked feverishly to support us. As important though, was
our home. Oftentimes I've heard my Momma comment that she didn't know how we could
have survived if we hadn't had our home. It saddens me now to think my “village” stands on
the verge of extinction. 

May I tell you how incredible it has been to grow up and live at 339 East Second Street? I
can think of no place I would rather be. Daily, I awaken in a home warmed by a furnace
originally powered by coal shoveled into a coal bin by my Uncle Rocky and Momma. I can
go into my basement and touch the workbench built by my Great-Uncle Carlyle who helped
construct St. Peter and Chains Cathedral. I often sit in a rocking chair once submerged in
the flood of 1937. I also have the gift of a gate that has been touched by every family mem-
ber and friend who has shaped my life. When I need to feel close to those who have gone
before, all I do is look around me. Great-Grandma’s hollyhocks live in my yard as does her
peony bush. There aren’t words to describe the beauty of Grandma's lilacs, nor her bridal

W h a t ’s lost when homes are demolished
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Vote on $2000 donation to the
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Emily Jarzen, Historic Preservation Officer
When winter arrives, many building owners, particularly those with his-
toric properties, wonder what they can do to decrease their energy bills,
and keep the cold out.  Every house’s needs should be individually
assessed, and it may seem impossible, but there are several steps that
can be taken to keep a historic home with high ceilings and many
rooms warm for a reduced amount of money.  The idea is to keep the
heat in your building, while keeping the cold out.  

C a u l k i n g
Caulking is probably the least expensive project that a homeowner can
perform to help weatherize their house.  Caulking does not require a
great deal of skill, and it is a low-cost option.  Because of this, it is the
first step that experts generally recommend.  Caulking boosts heating
and cooling efficiency, and it helps control moisture, particularly in high
humidity areas such as kitchens and bathrooms. Drafty frames around
windows and doors should be weather-stripped, and open cracks and
joints caulked.  Caulking for the most part should be used interiorly, not
on the exterior.  Inside is where the effort reduces heating bills, and
sealing the exterior can trap humid air on the interior, causing damage.
Caulking on the exterior should only be used to prevent water from get-
ting in.  You don’t want the building sealed tight; there needs to be some
air infiltration to allow for moisture movement.  Other areas that can be
usefully caulked include outlets, switches, fixtures, baseboards and any
other place where heat and moisture can escape.  Basement caulking
includes the area around pipe holes, sump pump covers and where the
floor meets the walls.  To test for drafts, use a candle or a piece of cloth,
and you can also watch for wintertime condensation, when moisture will
condense on cold surfaces, often meaning that cold air is infiltrating that
spot.  Good caulking work can return great benefits for relatively little
o u t p u t .

Attic Insulation
Houses can lose a large amount of heat through the attic and roof.
Adding insulation will retain heat in the living spaces, where you
want it.  If the attic is uninhabited, place the insulation between the
floor joists, with the vapor barrier facing down.  If the attic has
flooring, or if it is heated, then another solution is to place the insu-
lation between the roof rafters with the barrier facing in. The attic
should be properly ventilated to ensure adequate moisture migra-
tion.  Insulating other areas should be done with caution, and after
research about which type is best for your building’s construction.
Installed incorrectly, insulation can cause a great deal of damage.
Blown-in insulation fills hard to reach voids, and does improve a
building’s thermal value.  However, air moves easily through it
because it is low-density, and warm air can pass through in winter-
time. If the air has high moisture content, the blown-in insulation
can be soaked with condensed or frozen water vapor.  This collaps-
es the insulation, rendering it useless, and the wet product can then
cause wood rot and paint failure.  Blown-in insulation is generally
recommended only for particularly dry areas such as attics.
Masonry cavity walls have, for the most part, already good thermal
performance.  The air cavity serves a purpose in that is acts as a
vapor barrier, allowing moist air to pass through, and the conden-
sation that then forms should fall as droplets and be released out-
side through weepholes.  The air also serves as a cushion that slows
heat or cold transfer.  Heavy masonry is a good conductor of
warmth because it absorbs the sun’s heat during the day, and slowly
transfers it to the interior during the evening and night, when it is
cooler.

Wi n d o w s
Windows are notoriously bad thermal barriers.  Storm windows

How to Weatherize Your Historic Home for Wi n t e r
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improve this barrier tremendously.  Storms should be tight fitting
and in good working condition.  They are available for both the
interior and the exterior, and can be wood, aluminum, or baked
enamel.  They are painted or produced in colors to match your
house’s trim, a definite aesthetic advantage over vinyl.  Vinyl win-
dows are available primarily in light colors because they deteriorate
in sunlight, and that glaring white looks out of place on historic
homes.  The window replacement option is often irresistible to
homeowners, because of the promises of increased energy efficien-
cy and reduced maintenance costs.  However, storm windows are a
better alternative.  They can be installed so that they do not harm
the historic window sash, and are nearly invisible.  And, according
to the National Park Service, a historic window with a storm out-
performs a double paned window with R values of 1.79 vs. 1.72,
respectively.  The cost of new windows is often comparable to
restoring the originals (and very few historic wood windows are
beyond the point of repair), or installing storms.  Vinyl windows
only have a 15-year guarantee, and then often need replacing.  In
comparison to the over 100-year lifespan of many of the district’s
wood windows, this is not nearly as cost efficient in the long run.
Indeed, wood windows hold up better to storms; vinyl windows
have been known to fly across rooms or out onto the ground below
during strong winds.  Storm windows are not as difficult and time-
consuming to install and dismantle as many believe – they can
come attached with clips for easier use, and there are others that
attach to the interior magnetically.

Windows also have other options to increase their efficiency.
Shutters, curtains and drapes can keep drafts out in the winter, and
the hot sun away during summertime.  Awnings are also a good
option, in that they can block sun in heat, and be pulled back to
allow the sun’s warmth in the winter.

A few other options
Other work that can improve your home’s efficiency are having
your home’s mechanical systems checked regularly to ensure that
they are in good working order; cleaning radiators and forced air
registers; and heating the rooms most used, while lowering the
temperature in other areas.  Remember that historic buildings were
built with maximum comfort in mind, because today’s luxuries
were not available.  Use their inherent ventilation, light, heating and
cooling systems to your advantage.  

If you are interested in a more information about this topic, please
contact me at 292-3666, or ejarzen@cityofnewportky.org. s

Weatherizing Your Historic Home
Continued from page 2

For All Yo u r
Printing Needs

PHONE: 2 6 1 - 4 4 3 4
FAX: 2 6 1 - 4 4 4 7

Help One Student to Succeed
The Newport Independent Schools HOSTS is seeking Readiness
Mentors to work with individual students to develop emergent 
reading and writing skills.

The time requirement is only a half hour a week. In this half hour
you’ll work with your student on a lesson plan given by the teacher.
Volunteers are asked to attend a Readiness Mentor training session
given by the HOSTS instructor. This session will acquaint you with
the Readiness Program, the materials use, and your specific duties. 

For information on how you can get involved in the Host program
please call Ms. Ferrell at 292-3021.s



This Month

N e w p o rt City Commissioners Meetings
M o n d a y, January 13, 27

7 p.m., Multi-Purpose Room, City of Newport, 
998 Monmouth Street. Information: 292-3666

8 
N e w p o rt Historic Pre s e rv a t i o n
Commission Meetings
We d n e s d a y, January  23
7 p.m., Multi-Purpose Room, City of Newport, 
998 Monmouth Street. Information: 292-3666 

8 
N e w p o rt Board of Education Meeting
We d n e s d a y, January  23
7:30 p.m., Central Office 3rd Floor, 301 E. 8th
S t reet, Newport, KY (859) 292-3001 

St. John’s United Church of Christ Continuing Concert Series. For
the past several years, St. John's United Church of Christ at the cor-
ner of Park and Nelson St. has been presenting the “Twilight
Concert Series” of musical performances. This series has included
the Sunday Evening concert at the conclusion of the Victorian
House Tour. There are two concerts remaining in this season’s
series. There is no admission charge for the concerts. The next
concert will be on January 19, at 7:00 PM. This concert will feature
vocalists Tony and Joy Burdette, Co-Ministers of Music at Fort
Mitchell Baptist Church. The presentation will be a varied program
with both solos and duets of religious and classical selections. Tony
Burdette is a tenor with a Master's degree from the University of
Cincinatti College Conservatory of Music. Joy, originally from Cold
Spring Kentucky, holds a Master of Music Degree from The
University of Louisville School of Music. A reception will follow the
concert. The final concert of the season will be on March 23, 2003.
This will feature the Northern Kentucky Children's Ensemble, a 60
voice children's choir form the Preparatory School at NKY. This
group recently performed at Carnegie Hall in New York City. For
more information contact St. John's Church at 859 431-1818.s

Upcoming Concerts 
at St. John’s Churc h

bush. The memories of my Grandma weeding the cobblestones in
the back alley resonate, still. 

I always believed the “village” of East Second Street would sustain a
fifth generation of my family. Sadly, this seems to be threatened.

Greed disguised as “progress” does her sultry tango intoxicating
many. As a teacher, I believe in the power of one and know how
important it is for one to speak for what one believes in. If I say
nothing, I’m simply condoning the destruction of something of rare
beauty. Once of my “village” ceases to be protected it is only a 
matter of time before it ceases to exist. s

Demolished Homes
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