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All opinions are those of the authors
and do not necessarily express the
opinions of the ERHF and its officers.
Articles, editorials, classifieds or 
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Fran Blasing, Nadine Parris, or 
Bob Yoder. The editors reserve 
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reject inappropriate material.
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Nadine Parris: nparris@fuse.net, 
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Next Meeting
Joint meeting for Gateway and 
Mansion Hill neighborh o o d s

Tu e s d a y, April  1, 7:30 p.m., 
St. Mark Lutheran Church, 
c o rner of Monroe & Eighth Stre e t s .
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welcome but must be signed if they are 
to be published. The editors re s e rve the
right to edit for length. Thank you.
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At the March meeting the following people were elected as the new ERHF officers for
2003. 

President:  Bob Yoder, Incumbent 510 Monroe St.
Secretary:  Angela Siddall, Incumbent 501 E. 2nd St.
Treasurer:  Jeff W. Hall 808 East 6th St.
Gateway Representative:  William (Bill) Kreutzjans 615 Monroe St.
Mansion Hill Representative:  Joyce Chastang 535 East 4th St.

ERHF Elects new off i c e r s

Steve Pendery, Campbell Judge/Executive will speak at the April East Row Historic
Foundation meeting to discuss what’s new in Campbell county government and the state of
the counties projects and services.

The next East Row Historic Foundation meeting, is on Tuesday, April 1 at 7:30 in the
basement of St. Mark Curch on the corner of 8th and Monroe. Come and meet your neigh-
bors! s

Judge/Executive Pendry to speak
at April ERHF Meeting

April Agenda:
• New Neighbors
• P resentation by Campbell

County Judge Executive Pendry

• Committee Reports
• Old Business
• New Business

Discussion on Meeting Location

by Robert Yoder
Last month, I thought I’d stir the pot up a bit with an editorial asking what’s happening

with the $100,000 dollars Heinz/Star-Kist gave to the city and school board for an education
study in Newport, and follow up on the commitments that Superintendent Sullivan and
School Board Chairman Turner made at the to the ERHF to broadcast school board meet-
ings on cable, and to post the school board agendas on the school’s Web site.

Well, I did stir the pot a little. On Monday, March 10, the Kentucky Post picked up on the
editorial in the Voice and ran a front page article on the “Stalled Study.” The Campbell
County Recorder also ran my comments on their letters to the editor page. 

Have we seen any action? Well, the school board has posted their agenda on their Web

Follow up on the $100,000 Question

continued onpage 6



by Pat Budd
Detroit Joe's, at 115 E. 9th Street, Newport, is owned and oper-

ated by Mark and Marla Sandfoss. The restaurant has been in oper-
ation since 1986. The restaurant is open for dinner only on Fridays
and Saturdays from 4 p.m. to 9 p.m. Lunch is available Monday-
Friday from 11 a.m. to 3 p.m. Their phone number is
859.261.5637.

Ian and I had dinner at Detroit Joe's on a recent Saturday night
with some friends. The food was excellent! We began our meal with
a basket of warm fresh home baked breads - a very nice variety. We
also each had a lettuce slaw salad with hot bacon dressing. Yummy!

My main course was the Marinated Salmon with Blackened
Shrimp. The salmon was cooked with a wonderful glaze and served
with asparagus and greens. The men each had one of the evening's

specials - Chicken Picasso - chicken breasts served over homemade
red pepper fettucini with a white wine garlic sauce, artichoke hearts
and sun dried tomatoes. Shrimp and Scallop Scampi served over
fettucini was the other entree enjoyed at our table. Everything was
delicious!

Detroit Joe's is a moderately priced restaurant with a nice selec-
tion of wines and bottled beer. One of the house wines is Beringer
White Merlot. We sampled this wine and it was very nice. The lunch
menu includes their famous 'Whaler' fish sandwich along with many
house specialties, including Salmon Caesar Salad and Hawaiian
Chicken Salad with fresh fruit.

If you haven't been to Detroit Joe's lately, I would highly recom-
mend that you try it out! s

D e t roit Joe’s: Great Dining South of the Levee!

by Fran Blasing
The East Row Historic Homes Tour is slated for Saturday and

Sunday, October 18 and 19, 2003 from 11:00-6:00 p.m. The tour
committee, headed up by Roger Weddle and myself, also includes
Donna Weddle, House Selection; Pat Budd, Volunteer Coordinator;
Maria Militerro, Marketing and Ticket Sales; Mary Beth Crocker,
Paul Blasing and William Dickson, Publicity and Graphics; Samuel
Tolble, Logistics; and Joy Galbraith and Barbara Bonney, Costumes.

Many exciting plans are in the works! We submitted a proposal
to the Tall Stacks Commission with the hope of becoming an official
Tall Stacks event, as we were in 1999, and we just received confir-
mation that we will be an official Tall Stacks event again!  With our
beautiful architecture and strategic location, the East Row Historic
Homes Tour is a perfect tie-in with the Tall Stacks event. Our his-
toric river city boasts the second-largest historic district in
Kentucky, and our tours attract hundreds of people. We still are in
the process of identifying homes for the tour (nine are confirmed
thus far), and will begin our national and regional publicity cam-
paign this month.

Our homes tours are major fundraising events for the ERHF, and
volunteers are crucial to the success of any tour we've launched in

the past. The money we raise goes back into the neighborhood and
also to local charities. Pat Budd graciously has agreed to tackle the
monumental task of coordinating volunteers for myriad duties that
are essential to a smoothly-run tour. Among the volunteer opportu-
nities are house monitors during the tour and costumed greeters at
the ticket booth at the river during Tall Stacks week. We'll also need
help with logistics. Volunteering is fun and rewarding, and we have
plans to make it FUN! Costumes are encouraged, and we're working
with Joy Galbraith at The Costume Gallery to provide discounts on
costume rental. In addition, we are planning several costume work-
shops as well as a big volunteer kickoff party this summer (watch
The Voice and www.eastrow.org for more information as plans
progress). We'd also like to work with the Newport Ambassadors,
who did such a great job during the Victorian Christmas Tour in
December, and with "South of the Levee" merchants who can help
us get the word out about the tour.

As we identify more things that need to be done, we'll let you
know how you can help! Contact me if you'd like to be added to the
volunteer database or have time in the months leading up to the
tour to help on an ad hoc basis. s

Tall Stacks Homes Tour Update

All Exterior work performed in the historic district is subject to
review by the City Historic Preservation Office.

Certificate of Appropriateness permits are required before a
project can commence.  These permits are free, and generally only
take a few working days to process.  Applications and the Design
Guidelines are available at the City Building and www.cityofnew-
portky.org/nhpo/.

If you have any questions about the need for a COA or the per-
mitting process, please contact Emily Jarzen, Historic Preservation
Officer, at 292-3666, or ejarzen@cityofnewportky.org. s

D o n ’t forget you need a cert i f i c a t e
of appro p r i a t e n e s s



There are several incentive programs available for Newport resi-
dents, including three particularly applicable to those doing work in
the East Row.

Enterprise Zone
Businesses and properties located in the City’s basin area are

exempt from state sales tax on building materials and supplies used
in the rehabilitation of a property.  The exemption may be used only
for the purchase of building materials used in remodeling, rehabili-
tation or new construction, and does not apply to materials used in
normal repairs and maintenance.  In Newport, the Enterprise Zone
encompasses all streets south of the Ohio River to 11th Street, and
therefore the East Row is eligible for this program.  The program is
fairly simple to employ.  The purchaser takes the Enterprise Zone
program Sales and Use Tax Exemption Certificate to the store where
they are buying materials, and fills it out based upon the materials
purchased and their cost.  The seller is then responsible for filing
the form with the Kentucky Revenue Cabinet.  For information on
the Enterprise Zone program and Sales and Use Tax Exemption
Certificates, contact Bonnie Geisler, Campbell County Enterprise
Zone Administrator at 859-292-3838.

P ro p e rty Assessment Moratorium
This program is another from the Revenue Cabinet, and it

enables business and property owners to defer the added value of
improvements from the taxable assessment of their property for a
period of five years.  A structure must be 25 years or older, and

undergo substantial rehabilitation to qualify.  It must also be either
a commercial property or provide independent living facilities for
one or more persons.  The exemption applies to city and school
taxes and does not include county taxes.  Please note that utilizing
this moratorium does prompt Campbell County Property Valuation
Administration to look at your property, and the application needs
to be submitted and approved by the City prior to the restoration or
repair.  Applications are available at the City Building, and the con-
tact person for this program is Greg Engleman, Chief Financial
Officer, at 292-3660.  

Paint Partnership Pro g r a m
There are two paint stores that offer discounts to East Row resi-

dents: Harmeyer’s Paint and Supplies, located at 502 E. 10th Street,
offers a 30-40% discount on paint, and a 25% discount on sundries
for all properties located in the City of Newport.  Contact the store
for details at 431-1045. 

Sherwin-Williams, 2292 Monmouth Street, offers a 35% discount
on recommended exterior paint colors, all interior paints and asso-
ciated products. The discount does not apply to Everclean, spray
equipment, ladders and ladder-related products. The store has a
general account for customers in the East Row. Contact the store for
details at 431-5345.

For a full list of the City’s Incentive Programs, which includes the
Federal Historic Rehabilitation Tax Credit for income-producing
buildings, and the Monmouth Street Renaissance Kentucky Façade
Grant Program, contact Emily Jarzen at 292-3666.s

Incentive Programs Av a i l a b l e

First Friday Gallery Hop was started last year to showcase the art
Galleries in Covington Main Strasse Village. Now, with the April 4,
Gallery Hop it’s expanded to include Newport’s Gallery’s .(Southgate
House, York St. Cafe, the Artery, Kentucky Haus and Seventh Street
Gifts. Want to see what happening in Main Strasse, just hop on the
Tanks First Friday Shuttle. 

SOme of the galleries will have wine and light hors’duerves, and
many of the restaurants near the galleries will be participating and
several will even be hosting showing. 

The First Friday Dates for 2003 are April 4, May 2, June 6,
August 1, September 5, October 3, November 7, and December 5,
so mark you calendars.s

First Friday Gallery Hop in Newport and
Covington starting April 4th.



by Beverly Simon
I went to our neighborhood meeting for the first time on March

4th.  I can’t encourage you enough to go next month.  It meets the
first Tuesday of each month, at 7:30 in the basement of St. Mark’s
Church on the corner of 8th and Monroe.  You are needed; you can
make a difference.  Everyone warmly welcomed me. We talked
about signage, bronze sidewalk plaques on every corner of our area
and we elected new officials. Come...belong…participate in making
our Historic Village even better than it is already.

I went to see “Arsenic and Old Lace” at the Stained Glass Theatre
on the corner of 8th and York.  The set and costumes were great,
the acting very uneven and the two “elderly” aunts looked way too
young for their parts. I saw a production of “Cat on a Hot Tin Roof”
there about 3 years. ago and it had great acting and sets.
“Nunsense” plays May 1st thru May 15th.  I am hoping to report on
a much better show.  Call for tickets (513-474-8711), they are only
$13.00. Support our local art scene!

I was on a mission this month.  I wanted to find a “great ham-
burger” in Newport.  Here are my findings so far: Johnny Rockets
(Newport on the Levee)6oz…good w/fries $5.00.  The Pub
(Newport on the Levee) 8oz…good…w/huge fries $6.95. The
Green Derby (9th & York) 7oz…better ...w/fries $5.00.  Mokka
(5th & York) 8oz….best …only homefries or salad avail-
able…$7.00. Although the best hamburger was at Mokka’s, I would

go back to The Green Derby or Johnny Rockets…they are very
good, served with fries or salad and reasonably priced.  Any sugges-
tions where to go next?

Get your treasure hunting gear ready; Newport’s garage sale is
set for July 12th.

On April 25th, the L & N Bridge is opened. There will be sepa-
rate biking, walking & jogging paths, Surrey rentals and more.
Benches and plantings will be added after the big opening. I
thought there was going to be shopping too, but it doesn’t sound
like that is going to happen. The L&N Bridge is now on the Historic
Registry. It is going to be great to have a beautiful place to jog, walk
and bicycle!  They are thinking of putting up some posts and chains
to separate the different sections. I hope they can come up with a
more creative and appealing idea than chains and posts.  

Did you know: we live in an Enterprise Zone?  Well we do and
that means, on all of your home improvements …you DON”T  have
to pay sales tax!  Call Pat Lingo (292-3666) for your tax-exempt
certificate on your next project.  Sorry…it is not retro active on any
project you may have already completed.  I know….me too!

Did you know: Sherman Williams in Newport gives us 30% off
the paint we buy for our homes? Show proof of residency at time of
sale to take advantage of this great saving.

Did you know that all of Newport is only 3  sq. miles?
Call me with any ideas, events or history of our neighborhood at

859-292-8664. Until next month. s

Hello East Row Vi l l a g e

The East Row List Serv e :
The East Row neighborhood has an e-mail list serve that allows

members to exchange news and opinions about what’s happening.
Sometimes the discussion get a little lively, but for the most part it’s
just neighbors talking over an electronic fence. If you would like to
join the discussion all you need to do is send an e-mail to this
address east_row-subscribe@yahoogroups.com s

Coming in June! Newport Garden Wa l k
The Newport Garden Club presents its 2003 Garden Walk on June 14 & 15, an annual public tour that

showcases the charming gardens of historic Newport, Kentucky.
The East Row Garden Club is always looking for new members so feel free to join. Meetings are great

fun and you’ll be enticed with refreshments, great speakers and the chance to talk about gardening with
your neighbors. Most important, you don’t have to be an experienced gardener to join!s

Puppet Slam, coming to Monmouth Theatre
The Cincinnati Area Puppetry Guild Celebrates the National Day of Puppetry by hosting its first Puppet

Slam.What is a Puppet Slam you ask? It is an evening of short varied theatrical mini –plays for adults that
use (or sometimes abuse) puppets for all or part of the performance..This is an event for ADULTS, please
leave the kids at home with a baby-sitter.

Saturday, April 5th at the Monmouth Theater, 636 Monmouth Street in Newport, KY.
Time: 8:00pm till 11:00pm Doors open at 7:30pm
Tickets are $7.00 per person, $5.00 for students with valid student ID, or for anyone who brings a 

puppet….you will perform on stage!
For more information on this and other upcoming performances visit www.monmouththeatre.coms

For All Yo u r
Printing Needs

PHONE: 2 6 1 - 4 4 3 4
FAX: 2 6 1 - 4 4 4 7



by Barbara Bonney

The morning of March 7 was not warm and sunny as predicted
but groundbreaking for the new library on 6th Street was a bright
spot for Campbell County Public Library and for the area communi-
ties.  The ceremony opened with the Newport High School Band
playing “The Star-Spangled Banner” and MC Janet Dosch, Library
Board of Trustees president, introducing speakers Ken Rechtin,
County Commissioner, Steve Pendry, Campbell County Judge
Exectutive, and Judith Gibbons representing state librarian Jim
Nelson.  Adult “shovelers” were upstaged by the children who
broke ground with their special shovels and hard hats.  Elementary
aged children included Jonathon Estep, Esther Sweeney, Tabby
Ridiman and Tommy Ratliff; kindergarten and preschool helpers
were Katie Shamblin, Ben Middendorf, Haden Wright, Michela
Barnes and Jake Yoder.  The Band closed the ceremony with “My
Old Kentucky Home”.

The new 27,000 sq. ft library branch will replace the current
Newport Branch which is housed in the Carnegie building at the
corner of Fourth and Monmouth in Newport.  The old building has
served well; the staff and patrons will miss the ornate architecture,

the memories and the “librariness” of the place, but it is not ade-
quate for the growth of the collection or for the burgeoning tech-
nology that is necessary in progressive libraries.

The new branch promises new books, videos, DVDs, software,
audio books, music CDs, a clock tower, lots of windows, accessibili-
ty, nearly 30 computer stations, ample parking and friendly staff (as
always) to help you.  But don’t wait for the new branch—come in
and browse without the chill or hard hats.s

G round breaking for new Newport Library Branch

Children get into the ground breaking action!

L&N Bridge Reopening!
On April 25, public official and community leaders kick off the

weekend celebration of the L&N Bridge becoming a pedestrian
walkway, at the foot of the bridge. The celebration takes place on
Saturday, April 26 from noon until 6pm on the bridge and on the

Newport and Cincinnati sides of the bridge. Activities include local
high school bands, a parade of historic cars, an arts and crafts fair,
a golfers dream hole in one contest off the bridge, hot air 
balloons and food. s

Seeking Kentucky’s Most Endangere d
Nominations 

Preservation Kentucky's Endangered List Program spotlights
irreplaceable historic architectural, cultural and archeological
resources in Kentucky that are in imminent danger.

A most endangered listing generate generates media attention,
sparks debate about cultural and architectural heritage preserva-
tion, and attracts new perspective and idea to a historic site in des-
perate need of creative solutions.Preservation Kentucky invites you
to help us save these irreplaceable sites visiting www.preserva-
tionkentucky.org and submitting a nomination. s



This Month

N e w p o rt City Commissioners Meetings
Monday April 10 and 24

7 p.m., Multi-Purpose Room, City of Newport, 
998 Monmouth Street. Information: 292-3666

8
Historic Pre s e rvation Commission 
We d n e s d a y, April  23
7 p.m., Multi-Purpose Room, City of Newport, 
998 Monmouth Street. Information: 292-3666 

8 
N e w p o rt Board of Education Meeting
We d n e s d a y, April  23
7:30 p.m., Central Office 3rd Floor, 301 E. 8th
S t reet, Newport, KY (859) 292-3001 

Dead to the Last Dro p :
Way Off Broadway Fun
by Scott Atkinson

East Row residents are only a short walk from an enjoyable
evening at the theater, thanks to the Monmouth Theatre.  Dead to
the Last Drop, an interactive murder mystery, brings intrigue, as
well as campy silliness for grown-ups, south of the Levee.

The mystery takes place at Café Caffeine, a fictional Newport cof-
feehouse.  Strangely, it has more employees than customers.
Perhaps this has to do with the Frankenstein’s laboratory-style
espresso machine that seems likely to explode with each cup
brewed (this may be the only theater production with a credited
“Cappuccino Designer,” Jerry Hill).  Plenty of local references and
jokes are thrown in throughout the story.

The cast is charming, especially when given the opportunity to
interact directly with the audience.  During the second act, the
audience has the opportunity to question each of the murder sus-
pects.  In fact, each evening’s audience ultimately decides who-dun-
nit.  Their choice determines how the play ends, providing the pos-
sibility of a different ending for each performance.

Not to be lost in this review is the starring role played by the
Monmouth Theatre.  Its cozy atmosphere makes it a very good
venue for this type of interactive performance.  The atmosphere is
not unlike many of New York’s Off-Broadway cabaret-style theaters.
Plus, it’s smoke-free and, for Dead to the Last Drop, your ticket
includes a bottomless cup of coffee!

Ken Jones’ Dead to the Last Drop at the Monmouth Theatre, 636
Monmouth Street.  $14.00 General Admission/$12.00 Pre-paid.
Plays, Fri March 28, Fri April 4, Fri April 11, Sat April 19, Sat May
10, and Sat May 17. All performances begin at 7:30 PM, House
opens at 7:00PM.  Arrive early to settle in and pick out your favorite
coffee mug.

Call (859) 655-9140 for reservations. s

Wanted HOST Vo l u n t e e r s :
The Newport Independent Schools HOSTS is seeking Readiness

Mentors to work with individual students to develop emergent read-
ing and writing skills.

The time requirement is only a half hour a week. In this half
hour you’ll work with your student on a lesson plan given by the
teacher. Volunteers are asked to attend a Readiness Mentor training
session given by the HOSTS instructor. This session will acquaint
you with the Readiness Program, the materials use, and your specif-
ic duties. For information on how you can get involved in the Host
program please call Ms. Ferrell at 292-3021.s

We have handsome tote bags and coffee mugs available embla-
zoned with "East Row Historic District." The tote bags and mugs are
off-white with black lettering. The mugs are $5 each. The tote bag
is a very sturdy 17 x 18 canvas and is offered at $12. Bring it to
Kroger’s and use it as a grocery sack and get a nickel off your bill! 

This merchandise will be available at the East Row neighbor-
hood meetings or by calling Rebecca Walker Drouhard at 261-
0718. s

East Row Merchandise Av a i l a b l e !

site. It’s a tiny step, but at least it’s a step.
If you missed the article in the Kentucky Post, please go on-line

or to the library and read it. Some of the most enlightening com-
ments were from superintendent Dan Sullivan. “I don’t see any rea-
son for [the study], but by the same token the doors are open.,”
and “I’m not saying I’m welcoming the study, but it’s up to the city
leaders and the board of education.”

We’re often at odds with the city, but in this case I don’t see the
inaction to be the city’s fault. Mayor Guidugli’s comments got it
right “People can rest assured the study will not be forgotten We
Know this is very important for our community.”

The next step needs to be taken by the Newport Independent
School board. So the question is now, Where does the school board
stand on the study? If the school board is for it, then let’s start
working on it. If the school board is against it, then come out and
say so. The $100,000 has been in Limbo for over two years. I hope
you agree that’s long enough.

The April School board meeting is on Wednesday, April 23 at
7:30 at the Newport Independent Schools central office on the cor-
ner of 8th and Washington ,s

$100,000 Follow up
Continued from page 1


