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East Row Elects New Officers

The East Row Historic Foundation elected new officers at the
last meeting, March 8, 2005. New officer’s names are noted in
the box to the left. 

Below is a message from Jeff Ballard, newly-elected chair of
the East Row Historic Foundation:

��
I am delighted to have this opportunity to serve as chair of the
East Row Historic Foundation.

As a collective group, we have reason to be proud and there is
just cause for celebration. The many accomplishments, indeed
the renaissance of our city, can be directly attributed to many
who live within the historic district. You know who you are.
You share a common goal with your neighbor. You are
committed to protecting our historic homes and buildings
while helping create and promote a positive environment for
our city.

Your involvement in our neighborhood association is critical to
our continued success. If you are new to our community and
have never attended a neighborhood meeting, please come join
us.  You will be among not just neighbors, but among friends.

As a neighborhood association, we have always worked in a
collaborative effort with city officials. We live in a society that
functions optimally when each voice is heard and each view is
acknowledged. Only through this cooperative effort can we
successfully take on the new challenges ahead.

I look forward to seeing you at our next meeting. 

Sincerely,
Jeff Ballard



Help to Water the Urns
Bruce Murray

Once again, Jeff Hall has taken on the responsibility
of planting the urns along 6th St. The planned date
for planting is April 15.  Call Jeff if you would like to
help. 

Last year the plants suffered while we expected the
city to water but volunteers started watering twice a
week and saved them. 

We hope to stay ahead of dry weather this year,
again with volunteers.  Call me (859 261-4940) if you
would like to volunteer to cover one intersection
(four urns). It takes only a few minutes twice a
week, but adds a lot to the beauty of the
neighborhood.

��

Garden Club Notes
Bruce Murray

The East Row Garden Club has taken on the task of
redesigning the garden at 3rd and Park St.  The
garden has been in its present configuration for
several years; a redesign will eliminate problem
areas and turn the garden into a place to sit and
enjoy, rather than a place to look at as you pass by. 

A committee led by John Brewer has maintained the
garden over the past summer, removed English Ivy
(a monumental task taking several months) and
solicited plans from professional landscape
companies.  The renovation will take two or more

years and include a new rock wall, (possibly funded
by the East Row Historic Association), and a
watering system (possibly funded by the city). 

Other notable projects for the club are design and
support for flowers in a planter on the Purple
People Bridge, and design for plantings in the 4th St.
School schoolyard.  The club is also designing a
window box for the upcoming Cincinnati Flower
Show on April 21 – 24.

And, of course, the 9th Annual Garden Tour will
happen on June 24 — 25Th 2005. 

The East Row Garden Club meets on the third
Tuesday of the month at the Hannaford with a social
hour at 6:30 and business meeting at 7:00.  There is
a link to the club’s web site on the Newport’s web
site www.CityOfNewportKy.org/garden_club.

��

Cats – Cattin’ with Cindy
Cindy Calvert

(Ed. Note: This article was submitted as the first

in a regular series of articles about cats, a definite

presence in the neighborhood.  Cindy is not alone

in rescuing strays.)

An avid cat lover, I’m honored to share some fun cat
facts and personal opinions on our beloved friends.
I have three cats myself, which I consider to be my
children because I have no human children.  I treat
them as well as I treat myself. 

I find it difficult to see so many stray cats in our
community.  I wish I could save the money I spend
on food to feed the strays and have them all spayed
and neutered.  I hope that people who have an
indoor/outdoor cat would make sure they are fixed
if they stay out for any length of time.  Unless the
owner plans to take care of successive litters, cat
lovers will continue to have their hearts broken by
seeing many homeless kittens and cats. 

In February, I learned from our library that the
Kenton County Library sponsored a spay/neuter
clinic for a $10 donation to the Humane Society. 

I would hope some of you out there would be
interested in developing a similar project.

Remember, owning cats is good for our health and
can decrease the occurrence of high blood pressure. 

��
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Letters and Opinions

Gas Lights – An Opinion
Nancy Hollingsworth

We are having such fun living in Newport and it is
exciting to watch the progress of homes being
renovated.  One evening I commented that having
faux gas lights would be such a wonderful addition
to our neighborhood.  I quickly discovered that my
idea was not new, that Ian Budd has done a
tremendous amount of research on this
beautification project.

I know there are a lot of unanswered questions and
much additional investigation is needed, but I
wondered if this is a project that people are
interested in resurrecting.  It might take years to
complete as we work block by block, but imagine
the impact these gas lights would make to our
beautiful neighborhood.

��

Small Businesses, Forsaken,

Thwarted? – An Opinion
Nancy Stephens

Many are the perks associated with living in
Newport. Since leaving the hilly environs of
Cincinnati over two years ago, my husband and I
have not tired of our rambling walks around
Newport. The flat layout makes our leisurely
journeys a pleasure, but the wonderful shops,
restaurants, and unsurpassed scenery have
contributed a variety to these walks that is never
mundane. 

Recently the most intriguing aspect of our rambles
has been listening to other folks who own small
businesses.  It is a surprise to hear so many negative
comments about concern for their needs.  Catalyst
to these often bitter comments seems to be the
city’s recent publication of the glowing results of the
survey from area businesses. 

Many small business owners were vehement in their
disagreement with those results.  All wished to
avoid being quoted and said they feared retribution.
Many did not return those surveys because of those
fears. Comments were fairly unanimous among
those we visited.  They perceive the city’s focus as
being help for the Levee and large endeavors and a

cold shoulder for small businesses.  Resentment
was especially high when such endeavors received
tax breaks. 

Perhaps it would be natural to feel a sense of
competition with Newport on the Levee, but the
animosity we perceived by the small folks had some
very specific complaints.  None would mind sharing
the spotlight the city shines on The Levee, but
resent not only a lack of concern for their needs,
but an actual thwarting of them. 

One oft-repeated complaint we heard concerned the
many festivals taking place along the river during
the summer.  Several local food businesses saw
some participation there as integral to their struggle
for success.  Several reported asking the city’s event
coordinator to advertise or to do business there.
They were refused.  Wouldn’t you think our city’s
mission would be to encourage, showcase and
support all our local businesses?  Certainly, what’s
good for Newport businesses is good for all of us. 

��

A Letter From The Editors

We’ve taken on a task that promises to be fun, a way
to learn more about the neighborhood, and to meet
new people who live here.  It can also be a very
difficult task if it’s done alone.  This issue, while
finished quickly, was somewhat easier than we
expect for the future because of a backlog of
articles waiting to be published.  Many thanks to our
columnists!

But we still need help from you.  If you have news
that would be of interest to our neighbors, let us
know.  If you have an opinion, you can express it
here, and if you want something done, and are
willing to help get it done, look for help here. 

With your help, we look forward to more and better
issues of “The Voice” to improve the neighborhood.
You may email us at BruceMurray@fuse.net, or
nstephens@fuse.net or drop copy off at my house,
401 E. 4th St. in Newport. We prefer electronic
delivery of articles.

��
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East Row Homeowners’ Gardens on

New National TV Show.
Mary Beth Crocker

Roll out the red carpet — or maybe a roll of bright
green sod — for three gardens in the East Row
Historic District that are among 26 featured on a
new national gardening show, DIY’s Garden Sense,
premiering in April on Scripps’ Do It Yourself
Network.  Best of all, Homeowners in our
neighborhood will appear on national TV. 

The show debuts at 9 p.m. Tuesday, April 5 (the date
of the regular ERHF meeting).  It will continue to air
Tuesday evenings and repeat at 4:30 p.m. on
Wednesdays and 7 p.m. Saturdays.  (If you have
Direct TV, the channel is 230.)  The show offers
sensible solutions to garden problems in
educational, fun before-after makeovers in which —
in only one day — homeowners end up with a new
garden!

Here are the episodes and tentative dates:
April 19: Jane and Kevin Murphy, 844 Overton St.
The Murphy’s garden problem?  Giving more
presence, beauty and privacy to a corner lot — but
not so private that passersby cannot enjoy it.
June 21: Jenny Hudson, 402 E. Fourth St. Creating
a more finished landscape to blend with the historic
architecture and trim colors of her circa 1886
Italianate home.
Aug. 30: Deanna Heil and Jim Guthrie along with
Diane Roach, The Marquette Condominiums, Units 1
and 2, 543 E. Fourth St. Offering privacy and shade
to a brand new yard as well as providing a barrier
from the alley for the children. 

��

Hello East Row
Beverly Simon

It has been a while since I have written this column.
So much has happened in these last nine months.
We have new restaurants….new neighbors…new
growth…new projects getting planned.  I will try to
write on these things each month.  For now, with
the new staff of “The Voice” asking for an article on
such short notice, I would like to tell you about two
of my new “Favorite Things”

First, if you need to move your body and free your
mind from stress, come to Nia on Saturday

mornings at 10:00.  It’s a yoga/dance/freestyle/tai chi
kind of exercise.  I hate to use that word exercise –
it’s more of a body movement hour.  The hour flies,
you are physically and mentally prepared to have a
happy weekend.  At least that’s how it affects me.
Any size, shape, sex or ages are welcomed.  No
ankles around the neck are required. It’s fun!  Please
join us!  Did I mention it’s also very affordable? It’s
$10 a class, or $56 for a series of eight classes.  Kula
Center, where the classes take place is located at
110 E. 8th St.  You can contact them via email:
mary.singler@fuse.net.

Second, is our local progressive dinners.  We are
planning one now, tentatively scheduled for the
third Saturday in May.  Appetizers are usually at one
host home, while several other hosts accommodate
the main course.  After that, we join again for
dessert.  We get to know each other better when
breaking bread together.  We have a laugh, enjoy
good food, make new friends, see old friends, and
become more of a community of neighbors.  Please
call me and join in dinner.  We need homes to host
each of the courses, and friends and neighbors to
prepare appetizers, desserts, salads, and the main
course.  I am co-chair this time with Nancy
Hollingsworth. We both want to invite you to eat,
drink and be merry.  Call me at 859-292-8664 or
email me at BeverlySimon@aol.com.  Nancy
Hollingsworth’s phone is 859-291-6090 or her email
is NHollingsworth@fuse.net.

Writing this column in a hurry is like everything else
in life.  When we think we have nothing to offer and
no time to do it, there magically is something
waiting in the wings of our spirit and our time to
give after all. 

Call me about any ideas, to reflect on history of our
neighborhood, or to discuss special people. 

��

Street Cleaning

Spring is coming and street cleaning has started.
Remember that the city cleans the street on selected
days noted on signs in the streets. Make sure you
know the day and move your cars to avoid getting a
ticket.
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Word for the Month

In an attempt to fill space (We’re being honest here)
and help educate people, we’ve included a word for
the month: Levee: An embankment raised to
prevent a river from overflowing.
Contrast this to: Levy: To impose or collect (A tax
for example) 

We have the benefits – and some drawbacks of one
and we certainly don’t want to see more of the
other. 

Got a word that bothers you? Send it to us and we’ll
remind people to use it correctly. 

��

Advertising in The Voice

You may have noted that there is no advertising in
this issue.  That’s because, under the pressure of
deadlines, we weren’t able to get the proper
graphics and formatting together in time. 

Past advertisers have been Crazy Fox Saloon, Peggy
Hughes Starone Realtor, Bueckner Iron Works,
Grainger’s Metal Restorations, Hoffman’s Painting,
Kentucky Haus, Together, Benson Cleaning Services,
R. J. Siefert/Remax, and Storage Solutions. 

Next month, look for businesses who support the
neighborhood and this publication, and please
patronize our advertisers.  They are part of the
Historic district and generally run by neighbors.
The advertising doesn’t pay for all costs but does
support the publication of “The Voice”.

��

April Library Happenings,
Newport Branch, Campbell County Library

April Programs Especially for Children

10 a.m. Tuesday, April 12  Our Funny Feathered

Friends

A member of the Greater Cincinnati Bird Club 
will bring some of her favorite birds for you to meet.
Great for all ages.  Please register by calling 
859-572-5035.

4 p.m. Tuesday, April 12 Silly Pet Tricks

Does your pet know any tricks?  Come show off
your pet, or just come to watch the show.  Fun and
prizes! Great time for all ages.  Please register.

11 a.m. Saturday, April 16  Mr. Cowpie

Come and be part of Mr. Cow Pie’s fun and goofy
music show.  Meet a few of his live animal friends.
Lots of interactive “moo-sical” fun.  Free.  No
registration required.

Programs Especially for Teens

3:30 p.m. Monday, April 11 Candle Making

Learn how to create and make candles.  It’s fun,
easy and you’ll have your very own to take home.

3:30 p.m. Thursday, April 14 Journal Making

Learn how to make great, personalized journals with
artful covers and loose-leaf paper.  Especially for
ages 12-18.  No registration necessary.

6 p.m. Saturday, April 16 After Hours Party

Join us for movies, games and pizza in this after-
hours party at the Library.  Especially for ages 12-18.
No registration necessary.

Programs Especially for Adults

Visitor from the Plains: A Native American

Demonstration and Flute Concert

6 p.m. Tuesday, April 12

Use all five of your senses and enjoy this program.
The program is presented by Janice Trytten, a
reenactor of the fur trade era of the 1840s.

2 p.m. Wednesday, April 13, Beyond

Grandmother’s Attic

Unlock the past a preserve the present.  Pamela
Rhodes Myricks relays the stories and experiences
of her ancestors.  Her message is that our elders and
senior citizens are our greatest resource of
inspiration, especially for attaining goals despite
extreme obstacles.

2 p.m. Saturday, April 16 Creative Handmade

Books

Get ideas of creative things to make and learn about
handmade books. Members from the Cincinnati
Book Arts Society will have a “show and tell,” and
pass around a variety of creatively made books for
close-up views and inspections.  No registration
necessary.



Why Bother?

(Profiling a Rehab Project)
Bill Menrath

As I ripped up the vinyl flooring and masonite
underlayment over the oak hardwood floor I started
to feel queasy, the kind of feeling you get when you
fall into the money pit.  Apparently, over the years
the coolers and sinks that were used in the
operation of the deli on the first floor of my building
had leaked water which caused the oak floor to rot.
After the flooring was removed it was apparent that
at least one third of the hardwood was damaged
beyond repair and would have to be replaced.
Carpenters, when confronted with this kind of
damage, will typically cut out the damaged areas
and install the new flooring.  I did not like this
approach.  I wanted the new flooring to blend in
with the existing flooring so the repair would not be
visible.  I painstakingly cut out each damaged piece
of flooring and replaced it with a new piece of oak
cut to fit.  After the floor was sanded, stained, and
coated with urethane it is impossible to tell the new
from the old.  This probably tripled the cost of the
repair but in the end I think it was worth it.

Next, I turned to the original tin ceiling which had
also suffered from abuse and neglect.  Parts of the
ceiling had rusted, holes had been cut for piping and
other reasons, and a significant amount of the paint
coating was loose and peeling.  Weeks of scraping
loose paint, soldering new tin to patch the holes and
rusted areas, and repainting worked wonders.  The
ceiling was restored but my neck will never be the
same after bending my head back for all that time.

The next descent into the money pit was with the
store windows and an entry door.  The window had
been boarded up for some years but the plywood
covering had not prevented water damage.  The
water damaged wood sill, jambs and other trim had
rotted and could not be salvaged.  I used small
sections of the members that could be used as
patterns to custom mill new moldings so that the
new storefront window and door now exactly match
the work of the original builder.

Much of a metal grill beneath the store window had
rusted away and I was not sure it could be salvaged,
but the good folks at Buecher Iron Works were able
to replace the deteriorated sections.  Sandblasting
and repainting restored the grill to its original
beauty.  Again, this historical renovation was time
consuming and very costly.

After these repairs, I was able to lease the ground
floor to two tenants, The French Gate and Together.

The next project will be exterior painting, a new
roof, and the remaining store windows. 

When the electrical and plumbing systems have
been updated, I can then focus on a gut rehab of the
second floor apartment.  Like the other completed
work, the apartment will be restored in a
historically correct manner.

I don’t mind spending the extra money to do a true
historic renovation but I would like to know that my
investment will be secure.  I bought in the Historic
District because I assumed owners would abide by
the Historic Guidelines to help maintain property
values.  Since I have been in the District it has
become obvious that the Guidelines are often
ignored.  These abuses make me worry about the
security of property values in the District and
consequently my investment.  Sometimes I ask the
question, “Why bother?”

(Editors’ Note: email us with suggestions for a

rehab profile and we’ll plan a regular feature on a

neighborhood project.)

��
Mentoring
Bruce Murray

The 4th St. Elementary School is looking for
volunteers to assist with the HOSTS (Help One
Student To Succeed) Program. HOSTS is a national
program to improve the students’ skills.  In the
HOSTS program, volunteers come to the school and
assist third graders with reading on a one to one
basis.  This year has been particularly difficult with
the number of volunteers reduced by illness.  

You can help by calling the school and volunteering.
Minimum time is one hour per week, but HOSTS
Volunteers can spend as much time as they want.
The school provides training.  Volunteers are
particularly needed on Wednesdays.  To get more
information or to volunteer, call 859-292-3021 and
ask for Ms. Ferrell.
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