
Bear Creek to Speak to East Row
Representatives of Bear Creek Capital, developer of the Newport Pavilion, will speak to members
of the East Row Historic Foundation at their monthly meeting on February 7, 2006. This will be
an informational meeting to discuss Bear Creek plans. Plan to attend. Make this the beginning of
your involvement in the East Row Historic Foundation.  ❧
Window Workshop Offers “Hands On”
by Emily Jarzen

Newport is hosting a February window rehabilitation workshop.  Paul Blasing, an East Row
resident with extensive restoration experience, will lead the workshop, and will teach restoration
techniques and solutions.  Glazing, epoxies and re-roping will all be discussed, and hands on
opportunities will be available.

Often seen as expendable, historic property owners spend millions of dollars replacing high-
quality craftsmanship and materials to replace their historic wood windows every year.
Replacement windows rarely have either the aesthetic appeal or the longevity of original
windows.  Property owners in the East Row Historic District are no longer able to replace these
important elements on the front and readily visible side facades.  While there are several
restoration contractors available in the area, with a little know-how, homeowners can repair their
own windows for a fraction of the cost of replacements.  

The workshop will be held Saturday, February 25 at 9:00 a.m.  While it will be held in Newport,
the exact location has yet to be determined.  Full details will be sent to the East Row list serve,
or call Historic Preservation Officer Emily Jarzen at 292-3666 or email ejarzen@newportky.gov

with questions.  There is no cost to attend.  Come participate in this educational session and
protect your historic architectural elements for the next 100 years!  ❧
Ride the “River Rat”
by Bruce Murray

You’ve noticed the huge hooded tricycles riding around the neighborhood. These belong to a new
business, River Rats, run by 4th St. residents Chuck and Diane Wente.  The pedicabs run in
Newport, Covington, Bellevue, and Downtown Cincinnati via the Purple People Bridge. They
operate either on call; can be hailed at Newport on the Levee, or at Tiffany Jewelers in Cincinnati.
The cabs travel at a leisurely pace and comfortably seat two adults and a child. Drivers work on
tips at the moment.

Diane is planning guided tours of the East Row and Cincinnati with information about the
history of the area. The charge for tours will be $25 for a 30 minute tour and $40 for an hour tour.
This would be an excellent way to show our neighborhood to out of town guests.

Starting this spring, operating hours will be from 11am to 1am. To make an appointment, call
859 431-RATS (7287).  ❧
A Successful Victorian Christmas Tour
by Nancy Stephens

December’s one day tour of Newport’s lovely Victorian homes garnered over $8000 for ERHF.  At a
wrap-up meeting, on January 10, committee members assessed the event, which had some aspects
different than past tours.  John Blignaut, ticket chair, said the financial gain for ERHF is considerable
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but that far more significant is the opportunity to showcase our
historic homes and encourage newcomers to our neighborhood.
Having homes open every year is an important way to publicize
the benefits of living in our community.  A two day event would
increase profits and provide an alternative day in case of
inclement weather.  However, we agreed that many families could
not commit to two days and a shortened timeline allowed us to
expand and freshen the assortment of houses included in the tour.
Flexibility; that is, some homes open for two days and others
accessible only one, might be a possibility for another year.

Nancy Hollingsworth cited the glowing comments she heard
about the contemporary interiors included this year as another
way to broaden our appeal and attract new neighbors.  Modern
interiors are a way to deal with many East Row homes whose
insides have been destroyed or damaged by years of multi-family
living thus obliterating any vestiges of their Victorian past.  Those
included this year were an inspiration. Committee members also
agreed the quality of homes was consistent and provided visitors
whose tastes are traditional with a wonderful selection.

All agreed that the wine tasting, chaired by Jane Murphy, and
its location, the refurbished Weidemann Mansion is a keeper.  Also
unanimous was support for pre-sales, an idea implemented by
Donna Salyers, corporate chair and crucial to the tour’s success.
Amanda van Rooyen, publicity chair provided another good idea:
all materials used in preparing for the tour are retained and
preserved.  She forwarded to Pat Budd, tour co-chair, all
documents used in   planning and Pat is assembling these and all
other tour planning steps on a disc for use by the next committee.

We are grateful to committee members including other chairs
Bev Maline, Bev Holiday, Bob Chastang, and Michele and Todd
Rodino Colocino who reported the house histories with intriguing
twists. Now we are looking for another set of volunteers to step
up for next year’s Tall Stacks Tour.  Those interested can contact
the ERHF chair, Jeff Ballard.  ❧

F-A Construction & Remodeling Co.
ROBERT J. CHASTANG 

We Do Electrical Work

Phone: (859) 261.1900
Fax: (859) 261.3010
Cell: (859) 393.3406

4th St. School Needs Help
by Bob Yoder

(Editors’ note: The first part of this article appeared in the January

2006 issue. In part one, Bob Yoder highlights progress of Newport

Schools. However, 4th St. Elementary has serious problems. This

concludes the article. Comments on this issue are invited.)

(After examining CAT Test scores and improvements in those
scores) the final thing I looked at was Percentile Ranking when
compared to all the other elementary schools in the state.
Percentile Ranking in 1999: Percentile Ranking 2005:

Mildred Dean: 78% Mildred Dean: 94%
A. D. Owens: 23% A. D. Owens: 36%
Fourth Street: 18% Fourth Street: 5%

Mildred Dean and A.D. Owens have made major improvements
in their rankings when compared to the other elementary schools
in the state. If you look at the graph of test scores, A. D. Owens is
well within reach of soon surpassing the state average. What’s
frustrating is Fourth Street has seen a major decrease in its ranking.
Fourth Street Percentile Rankings 1999 – 2005

1999 - 18% 2001 - 15% 2003 - 3% 2005 - 5%
2000 - 17% 2002 -   8% 2004 - 5%

When the future education of our children is at stake an
elementary school ranked in the bottom 5% for the last three years
is a choice many of our neighbors with young children just can’t
accept. Unless significant improvement is made, families will
continue to move out of our neighborhood or send their children
to private schools in search of an elementary school that meets
their expectations. 

Several years ago, the East Row began inviting the Superintendent
and Chair of the School Board to our meetings to discuss the state
of the schools in Newport. We’ve seen a lot positive changes. I
think it is time to invite the Fourth Street’s Site Based Council to
our meetings to discuss their plans to increase academic
performance at the school. It’s my hope as a neighborhood, we
can ask questions, seek solutions and help in any way we can.
Hopefully by working together, we’ll soon be hearing our new
neighbors say, “I moved to the East Row because of the quality of
the schools.” ❧
School Volunteers Needed 
by Bruce Murray

One of the more rewarding experiences I’ve had since moving to
Newport is serving as a volunteer in the HOSTS program at 4th St.
School. Recently a group of ten high school students finished their
volunteer requirements in the HOSTS program and now the 4th St.
School needs volunteers. Volunteering requires only one hour per
week, and gives you the opportunity to work on a one to one basis
with third graders who need help with reading. For more
information or to volunteer call (859) 292-3021 and ask for Ms.
Ferrell.  ❧

Tel: (859) 261-0002 Fax: (859) 261-4746

MICHAEL P. BACH, P.S.C.
Certified Public Accountant

“Full Service Tax and Accounting:
Business and Personal”

802 Washington Ave., Newport, KY 41071
E-Mail: mbcpa@fuse.net
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• Juried Kentucky Crafts
• Baskets/Books/Candles
• Bybee Pottery
• Berea College Crafts
• Gift Baskets

859-261-4287
www.kentuckyhaus.com
email: kyhaus@kentuckyhaus.com
411 East 10th Street • Newport, Kentucky 41071

HAPPY HOUR MONDAY THROUGH FRIDAY 4PM TO 6 PM
HALF PRICE APPETIZERS, DRINK DISCOUNTS

POMPILIO’S…”WHERE EAST ROW NEIGHBORS MEET”
6TH & WASHINGTON AVENUE - 859 581-3065

2006 Tour Needs Volunteers
by Pat Budd

After just completing a successful Christmas Tour, it’s time to turn
our attention to the possibility of having a Tall Stacks Tour. Tall
Stacks is October 4-8. Check the web site www.tallstacks.com,
and if we are going to have a home tour, we need a committee to
begin work on this as soon as possible.  Traditionally, this tour has
been held on the Saturday and Sunday of the Tall Stacks event.

Therefore, if you are interested in chairing this event, being on
the committee, or opening your house for the tour please call Jeff
Ballard, East Row Historic Foundation chair, at 859-291-7992.

Thanks in advance for volunteering! ❧
Market has New Owners
by Bruce Murray

Jimmy and Billie Trencamp have retired and sold the business at
Mansion Hill Market to Newport residents Colleen and Mike
Sohnlein, who began operating the store on December 23, 2005.
While they have each worked in the grocery business before, this is
their first time running a grocery business. At press time they were
still ramping up, can now sell lottery tickets and by the time you
read this should have beer available.  Store hours are 8am - 10 pm. 

In addition to items carried before, the new owners have added
hoagies and barbecue sandwiches. Colleen has posted a pad
where customers can list items they can’t find. Drop in and
welcome these new business owners in the East Row!  ❧

School Seeks Mentors
by Molly Wesley Chevalier

A little known program in the Newport Independent School
District is the Newport Mentoring Project run in collaboration
with Big Brothers Big Sisters of Greater Cincinnati, Inc. The
Project currently has 64 students matched with a Big Brother or
Big Sister, with ten of those students enrolled at Fourth Street
Elementary School. There is a long list of students waiting to be
matched with a mentor.

Big Brothers Big Sisters recruits, screens, matches, and trains
volunteers for the Project and provides a staff member to monitor
matches made with Newport school students. Paul Kramer,
Newport Schools’ coordinator for the Project, takes referrals for
students in need of a mentoring relationship, does pre- and post
tests with them, makes regular contact with the students to see
how the relationship is going, provides support for the adult
mentors, and conducts several group activities throughout the
year for the Newport matches. He also recruits adult volunteers
for the Project. In addition, Mr. Kramer is able to connect the
mentors with each child’s teacher as a way for them to be current
about their child’s academic needs. 

The Project is always in need of adult mentors to provide a
traditional after school mentoring relationship to a Newport child.
The goal is for each mentor to spend an average of one hour per
week with his or her match. The adults and kids sometimes
develop lifelong friendships, the students normally improve their
social skills, and many students show improved attendance and
academic records along with less discipline problems. 

If you are interested in volunteering, please send an email to
paul.kramer@newport.kyschools.us. He can also be reached
at Fourth Street Elementary by calling 292-0882.  ❧

No Foe of Faux
by John Morrow

Patrons of the East Row Homes tour in December noted the use
of Trompe L’oeil and faux painting in decorating some of the
homes. Historic homes lend themselves well to this approach, and
faux wood graining has brought many historic homes to their
original appearance without the demolition derby and chemical
warfare required for stripping layers of old paint off of moldings,
mantel pieces and banisters.  Two local artists who ply this
complex and demanding trade in the homes of old Newport are
Gina Rath and Curtis Heuser.  

Heuser, whose home was featured on the recent Victorian
Homes Tour, has completed some elaborate painting and
decorative work to recreate an Italian villa.   With a BA in fine arts
from NYU, he has been active in this area for 17 years. He can be
reached at 859-491-5836 or on cell phone, 859-801-8223, or through
his web site, www.livingmurals.com. 

Rath, who lives in nearby Alexandria, has a number of offerings
including murals, furniture decorations and wood graining. She is
constantly upgrading her skills through continuing education
courses including advanced faux training that she will be
participating in during the coming month. You can check out her
talents at www.ginarath.com.  ❧

Tel: 859-581-6244 • Fax: 859-581-6349
Email: Print@BeaconPrinting.com
505 W. 9th at Brighton in Newport
On the web at www.BeaconPrinting.com



Well, I hope you have had an opportunity to visit the
NEW Mammoth on Monmouth. The new owner and chef
is Linda Marshall.

Linda has a culinary degree and
extensive culinary experience.
So please stop by and welcome
her to our neighborhood.
You may just want to have
morning coffee and home made
muffins or lunch of soup and
sandwich or salad. Everything is
very tasty and healthy. Linda
uses olive oil instead of butter
and skim milk in cream soups.

So all waist watchers will enjoy a visit also.
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Step Up To Historic Newport!
by Bev Holiday

Historic Newport Downtown (HND) merchants have initiated a
yearlong campaign, “Step-up to Historic Newport Downtown”.
The campaign is planned to promote local businesses and
encourage shoppers from the tri-state area to visit Historic
Newport Downtown. To enhance the “Step-Up” theme, local
merchants are decorating ladders to reflect their business. The
objectives of the Newport Downtown Cooperative include
creating a visitor friendly environment by coordinating marketing
strategies to compliment those of the City of Newport.

The merchants have also planned activities around the ladders,
in their businesses.  Guests to the city will be encouraged to check
out the “Step-Up to Historic Newport Downtown” ladders.  The
first of the “Step-Up” ladders were unveiled December 3, 2005.
They will be displayed throughout 2006 and each month a
business – and ladder – will be featured in promotional activities.

Make it a point to visit our local merchants to see their “art
work” and support our neighbors’ businesses.  ❧

ERHF Appreciates Tour Support
by Nancy Hollingsworth

All of us at ERHF and in our community send a big thank you to
the nine gracious homeowners who were the backbone of the
tour: Michelle Breen, Mollie Dietz, Rebeka and Ryan Fellers,
Curtis Heuser, Laura Raines and Jim Peters, Diane and Dave
Rigger, and Donna and Jim Salyers, Laura and Scott Salyers, and
Kimberly and Dan Ward.

Thanks to our financial supporters: U.S. Bank, Donna Salyers’
Fabulous Furs, Jason Beasley of Comey & Shepherd, Multi-Craft
Litho, and Divisions at Weideman Mansion.  Also thanks to Nelson
Place Condominiums, Pompilios, Together, F-A Construction &
Remodeling Co., Scenic Arts by Mike Kolb, Gerri L. Jones with
RE/MAX, Buecker Iron Works, Detroit Joe’s Restaurant, Peluso’s
Market, Reser Bicycle Outfitters, Beverly Simon / Ohio Custom
Closets.  ❧

Monmouth Street – A Response
Note: The edited letter below was composed by several Historic

Newport Downtown merchants in response to Mary Clark’s letter

in the January issue. Meetings for this group are held on the

second Thursday of the month. Call Costume Gallery for

locations. 859-655-9419.

I would hope that Mary Clark and others can take a more realistic
view of Monmouth St. You might not need to pawn anything, but
you can find many necessities on Monmouth. Cities need to be
reinventing their historic downtown areas, and that’s just what the
City of Newport and Downtown Merchants are doing. Campbell
County Fiscal Court is relocating offices to 11th and Monmouth,
along with the Bank of Kentucky at 5th and Monmouth.

Businesses and property owners have invested in their
property and the community. The merchants in Downtown
Newport have had an excellent relationship with the East Row
neighborhood. Business owners sell tickets and work on
committees for home tours, sponsor the garden walk, and some
attend neighborhood meetings. Customer service is important to
Newport downtown merchants, and we make service a priority.

We appreciate local residents’ business but we cannot survive
on local trade which is why we organize and market our
businesses to the tri-state region. Newport residents should
realize the amount of product shipped from the back doors of
these small family businesses on Monmouth. The Costume Gallery
creates costumes for Paramount Parks, Miller Imprints has a
specialized machine that will print up to 1000 shirts in a run, and
Melody Manor is the oldest dog grooming school in Kentucky. 

We also realize that there are problem areas, too many empty
storefronts, and too many non-retail businesses located in retail
storefronts. The merchants would like to work with the City of
Newport to encourage growth and development in existing
buildings. We ask city officials to take a hard look at existing
businesses before developing new projects. We are holding
regular meetings and planning monthly shopping events. We
sincerely invite residents to join our informal group. 


