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East Row Foundation Meeting
by Joyce Chastang and Mary Jo Gerwe

All neighbors in and around the East Row are invited to our next East Row meeting, May 2nd, for
a presentation by Bob Yoder, our former East Row chair. Bob is the author of Newport in Vintage
Postcards, and will be sharing these scenes of our city in earlier years. Our regular monthly
meeting will begin at 7:30 PM at St. Marks Church, 8th and Monroe, with Bob’s slide show to
follow. We’ll have refreshments and hope to see both short timers and long time residents. We’re
hoping some of you will share personal memories as you view the photos.

We will also discuss the possible Dog Park at the East end of 4th Street. Nick Rouse, Newport
Park & Recreation Director has asked that we discuss this and forward our thoughts to him.

You can also purchase your Kroger Gift Card at the meeting to help the East Row Historic
Foundation.

If you haven’t been to a neighborhood meeting for a while, or if you’ve hesitated to come at
all, this should be a good one!

The April East Row Foundation meeting featured speakers Bill Shamblin, Director of
Communications for Newport Schools speaking about development programs designed to
improve our schools, and Molly Wesley Chevalier, Family Resource Coordinator for the 4th Street
School, who spoke about ways the East Row Historic Foundation, or even families or individuals
can “adopt” the school and help students.  ❧

The Historic District Expands
by John Morrow

On Monday, April 17, Newport City Commissioners gave preliminary approval to the first phase
of the expansion of the historic district.  Final approval is expected to come in May. 

The expansion will move Historic District boundaries south to include the 900 block on
Monroe and Park Streets. This new expansion includes 52 properties, mostly residential. The
Second Street and Washington Street components of the expansion will be considered by the
commission at a later date.  ❧

East Row Gardens Featured on National TV
by Mary Beth Crocker

Three local gardens in the East Row Historic District are among 26 featured on a national
gardening show, DIY’s Garden Sense, which airs on Scripps’ Do It Yourself Network. The show
offers sensible solutions to garden problems in educational and fun before-after makeovers in
which — in only one day — homeowners end up with a new garden.

This season, the shows run at 4:00 p.m. each Thursday and repeat at 6:30 p.m. on Saturday.
Here are the episodes and dates:

June 8 and 10: Jim Swearingen and Emery Schmidt, 521 Fourth Street Jim and Emery
prepare their front garden for the 2005 East Row Garden Walk.

June 29 and July 1: Jean-Robert de Cavel, his wife, Annette Pfund, and daughter, Laetitia.
610 Nelson Place. The couple creates a low-maintenance, small urban garden filled with
perennials and herbs for entertaining and where Laetitia can play. 

July 20 and 22: Deanna Heil and Jim Guthrie along with Diane Roach, The Marquette
Condominiums, Units 1 and 2, 543 E. Fourth Street. Offering privacy and shade to a brand new
back yard as well as providing a barrier from the alley. 

JayTV, Inc., the company producing the shows, is based in Newport.  For more information

on the shows and accompanying plant lists go to www.diynet.com (Mary Beth Crocker, a

resident, is a freelance producer with JayTV.) ❧

The Voice Advertising Rates
Voice ads are available as noted below. All printing is black and
white, and good quality photographs are permitted. A prepaid full
year (12 issues) is billed at the price of 11 ads.

Card Size  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $30
Double Size  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $55
Quarter Page  . . . . . . . . . . . . . $70
Classifieds  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $10 - For two lines

To place an ad, contact  ads@eastrow.org

Garden Club Notes
by Carla Ballard

The East Row Garden Club met at Levee Perk in April and heard
a presentation on “Ornamental Grasses” by Deb Zurieck, who
works with horticulture at the Cincinnati Zoo. Deb covered the
many types of ornamental grasses and described some of the
features at the zoo, even noting that there is a “petting garden” at
the zoo. 

There are now at least nine and possibly ten gardens for the
garden tour on June 24-25, and most committees are working to
make this event a success., but we still need some committee
volunteers. 

Our next meeting will be on May 18, at 6:30 at Beucker Iron
works, with a speaker on garden design. Garden Club
membership is open to all Newport residents. ❧

Host a sign, 
help NIS Preschools
by Bill Shamblin

The Newport Independent Schools Early Childhood Initiative, a
Success By 6 collaborative, offers preschool services for children
from birth thru age five.  All day, year-round preschool services
are available for 3 and 4 year olds.  Children can be enrolled in the
NIS preschool program at any time during the year.

Research indicates that preschool years are a key time in a
child’s brain development, the earlier a child starts a preschool
program, the higher the likelihood of that child being successful in
school and in life.

The district is looking for Newport residents that are willing to
let the  district place an informational preschool sign (26” x 16”)
in their yard. The sign will remain displayed for approximately 30
days. The district will collect all signs at the end of the promotion
period. You can use our online registration form linked our
homepage to volunteer:  www.newportwildcats.org. A yard
sign will be delivered and placed in your yard by the district

Currently NIS is enrolling preschoolers for both summer and
fall programs.  An award winning program, the Early Childhood
Initiative provides preschool instruction aligned with state and
national standards. The program also incorporates ongoing
quantitative assessments of a child’s development across areas of
motor skills, language, social behavior, and conceptual learning.
Instruction is modified to meet the individual needs of each
student.

Please call the district’s Welcome Center at 292-3080 for more
information on our preschool programs. ❧

“Be A Tourist” in 
Historic Downtown Newport
by Bev Holiday

The “Second Saturday” event for the Historic Newport Downtown
Merchants is the beginning of “National Tourist Week” weekend.
Merchants invite you to walk Monmouth and nearby streets to
view the decorated “Step Up to Newport” ladders in front of the
stores. Ladders include a tricycle, dalmation, fish and the history
of laundry. There are now a total of 14 decorated ladders in the
Newport Business district.

These businesses truly appreciate your continued support!  ❧

Newport Police 
Protect While We’re Away
by Bruce Murray

As one who traveled a lot when I arrived here, I quickly became
aware of a service provided by the Newport Police, watching your
home. Before I left on my business trips, I would fill out a form at
the police office at City Hall, and the police would check my home
on a regular basis while I was away. 

The form asked for information about whether anybody had a
key to the house, lights that will be on, and numbers where I
would be reached in emergencies. 

Using this service gave me comfort while I was away and
helped the woman who fed my cats feel more safe as she entered
the empty house. 

If you plan an extended trip, be sure to register by calling the
police at the non-emergency numbers 292-3622, or 292-3634.  ❧

Our Advertisers
Advertisers in The Voice are primarily business located in
Newport. They have invested in our community and feel that they
provide products that will be useful to us. By patronizing these
advertisers you are supporting both our community but also help
fund printing of The Voice. ❧

Newport Residents, Business,
Honored at Flower Show
by Bruce Murray

The East Row Garden Club was honored with a Gold Medal for
their entry in the Window Box category this year. 

An entry sponsored by East Row resident John-Robert de Cavel
was honored with the Cincinnati Horticultural Society award for
“Outstanding Achievement by a Gold Medal Winner”. 

York Street Florist Kreutzer & Dorl won the Professional Florists
of Greater Cincinnati Award for “Best Overall Composition”.

Congratulations to all the winners! ❧
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F-A Construction & Remodeling Co.
ROBERT J. CHASTANG 

We Do Electrical Work

Phone: (859) 261.1900
Fax: (859) 261.3010
Cell: (859) 393.3406

Delivery People Needed 
by Ian Budd

We need delivery people for The Voice on a route on Monroe
Street in the East Row. This is a very important contribution you
can make to your neighbors, and takes only about 20 minutes per
month. Contact Ian Budd at  ianbudd@ibcaudio.com or call at
859-491-7696.  ❧
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Lowest Rates � Fast Service
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The Levee Perk
Deli & Catering Company

Let us be the best Perk
of your day

Made to order Deli
Sandwiches,

soups & desserts.
Featuring Chuckroast

Coffee and Luna
Evergreen Herbal Teas.

Phone: 859-991-8540
or 859-991-8021

Email:
leveeperk@insightbb.com

Charles Brown, Mansion Hill Artist
by Bruce Murray

Mansion Hill artist Charles Brown is a lifelong (45 year) Newport
resident who was born in the shadow of the 471 bridge and grew
up during the last days of the “Open reputation” of Newport in the
‘40s and ‘50s. He belonged to the last graduating class (1979) at the
old Newport High School, and started painting that summer. 
Within 3 years he had his first exhibition at the Carnegie Arts
center in Covington, and by 1986 he had his first solo exhibitions
and corporate sales.

In 1993 he helped launch Newport’s first ever cooperative art
gallery at the Southgate House on 3rd Street, was spotlighted on
the Al Schottlekotte Report, and became a regular on the
Northern Kentucky Magazine Cable Television program hosted by
the late “Cool Ghoul” Dick Von Hoene.

In 1998 he began supporting himself solely with sales of his
artwork. In 2000 he opened “Visionary Art in Action” with a
partner in Mt. Adams, and sold his views of Newport to clients
literally around the world! In 2003 he returned to “private
practice” and has since done commissions for such local staples
as Pompilio’s, The Wine Cellar in Mt. Adams; Kennedy’s fashions
in Madeira, and The Emanuel Community center in Over the
Rhine. Many of Brown’s large paintings are on permanent public
display.

In 2004 he became an author as well with the publication of his
artistic and poetic manifesto titled “Naked Omelet”. His visual
portfolio was accepted by the Agora Gallery in New York, and in
2005 he was commissioned to do portraits of distinguished
members of the Cincinnati Horticultural Society. He has also done
graphic design for businesses, and recently completed a large
outdoor sign for The Wine Cellar in Mt. Adams. 

Charles plans to continue to be part of the changing face of his
beloved hometown, and patrons can make an appointment to visit
his studio or commission a work of their own by calling (859) 491-
4833. He will be exhibiting at the Buecker Iron Works Gallery on
6th street on Friday May 19th 5:00 - 9:00 pm and plans to be
painting around Watertower Square during the Garden Walk in
June. Charles Brown is an accomplished artist who integrates his
love of Newport in every work he creates!!!

(Editor’s note: If you are an artist living in the East Row, or

would like to nominate an artist for this feature send an email

to voice@eastrow.org or leave information at 401 E. 4th Street,

Newport). ❧

“Nominate A Neighbor” 
by Bruce Murray

Rehabbing a house or business is always something that benefits
not only the owner, but also the entire community. The City of
Newport has a citywide award program started by Commissioner
Jan Knepshield for people who make improvements to their
houses or business.  Nominations come from neighbors who
appreciate the effort. Judging will be done by Jan and Doug Roule.
If you have a neighbor who has made improvements, and would
like to show appreciation, forms are available at City Hall. Or
Contact Commissioner Knepshield. Forms are due by May 26,
2006. ❧

Artist Exhibit in May
by Linda Velten

Buecker Iron Works Gallery presents a collection of works by
several artists living in the East Row neighborhood. The exhibit
will show a wide range of artistic styles.

An opening Reception will be Friday 5:00-9:00 p.m May 19. The
gallery will also be open Saturday 10:00 - 3:00, May 20. The show
will run through June 30.

Please stop in and see the work of these local neighborhood
artists as well as new custom steel furniture for the home and
garden. The Buecker Gallery is located at 29 West 6th Street
Newport, Ky. Hours are Monday - Friday 7:30 - 4:00. Saturday by
appointment.

For  information contact  Lin  at  859-261-8490 or
lin@bueckerironworks ❧

Book Fair 
Benefits Newport Children
by Karen Riddle

The Campbell County Family Literacy Program, which serves
Newport’s Children, is hosting a bookfair at Barnes & Noble on
the Levee. The event will include story-times, face painting, a free
raffle drawing and much more.

A total of 25% of the proceeds in store, both days, will go
toward the purchase of books needed to continue our support of
the children of Newport.  

Please join us on Saturday, May 20th, and Sunday, May 21st,
from 1:00-7:00 pm. ❧

Recycle at The Library
by Kiki Dreyer Burke

You may have noticed the new containers next to the Campbell
County Public Library Parking lot. These recycling containers are
contributing to the income of the library. The library receives $5
per ton of paper donated, and $15/ton if there is more than 9 tons.
Any paper material except cardboard is acceptable but these
containers are not for any other type of recyclable. 

Please leave clean, dry newspaper, magazines and advertising
flyers in the bins and help fund new books and programs at the
library. 

(Editors note: You can also take advantage of the other recycling

opportunities in Newport. Rumpke provides recycling bins for

homes at a cost of $4.10/month, and collections are once weekly.

There are also recycling containers for metal, glass, and

newspaper at the City Garage at 1020 E. 9th St., behind the high

school.) ❧Clarification
by Bruce Murray

I received an email questioning my use of  “Editorial” last month
in my piece suggesting that we accept the fact that there will be a
“Big Box” retail development in Newport and that we watch this
development for other problems but move on to other important
matters. The email stated that this “does not reflect the position of
the East Row Historic Foundation who pays for the printing” and
thus should not be titled “editorial”. 

The opinion expressed was only mine, and had not been
subject to any review or vote in East Row Historic Foundation
Meetings.  I am sorry for any confusion and will be more careful
in the future. 

I’ll also remind our readers that they can express their opinions
in this publication by delivering them to the address noted on the
first page or sending an email to voice@eastrow.org. You are also
welcome to express your opinions at East Row Historic
Foundation meetings. We welcome all letters and articles
expressing all opinions. ❧
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Success By 6 collaborative, offers preschool services for children
from birth thru age five.  All day, year-round preschool services
are available for 3 and 4 year olds.  Children can be enrolled in the
NIS preschool program at any time during the year.

Research indicates that preschool years are a key time in a
child’s brain development, the earlier a child starts a preschool
program, the higher the likelihood of that child being successful in
school and in life.

The district is looking for Newport residents that are willing to
let the  district place an informational preschool sign (26” x 16”)
in their yard. The sign will remain displayed for approximately 30
days. The district will collect all signs at the end of the promotion
period. You can use our online registration form linked our
homepage to volunteer:  www.newportwildcats.org. A yard
sign will be delivered and placed in your yard by the district

Currently NIS is enrolling preschoolers for both summer and
fall programs.  An award winning program, the Early Childhood
Initiative provides preschool instruction aligned with state and
national standards. The program also incorporates ongoing
quantitative assessments of a child’s development across areas of
motor skills, language, social behavior, and conceptual learning.
Instruction is modified to meet the individual needs of each
student.

Please call the district’s Welcome Center at 292-3080 for more
information on our preschool programs. ❧

“Be A Tourist” in 
Historic Downtown Newport
by Bev Holiday

The “Second Saturday” event for the Historic Newport Downtown
Merchants is the beginning of “National Tourist Week” weekend.
Merchants invite you to walk Monmouth and nearby streets to
view the decorated “Step Up to Newport” ladders in front of the
stores. Ladders include a tricycle, dalmation, fish and the history
of laundry. There are now a total of 14 decorated ladders in the
Newport Business district.

These businesses truly appreciate your continued support!  ❧

Newport Police 
Protect While We’re Away
by Bruce Murray

As one who traveled a lot when I arrived here, I quickly became
aware of a service provided by the Newport Police, watching your
home. Before I left on my business trips, I would fill out a form at
the police office at City Hall, and the police would check my home
on a regular basis while I was away. 

The form asked for information about whether anybody had a
key to the house, lights that will be on, and numbers where I
would be reached in emergencies. 

Using this service gave me comfort while I was away and
helped the woman who fed my cats feel more safe as she entered
the empty house. 

If you plan an extended trip, be sure to register by calling the
police at the non-emergency numbers 292-3622, or 292-3634.  ❧

Our Advertisers
Advertisers in The Voice are primarily business located in
Newport. They have invested in our community and feel that they
provide products that will be useful to us. By patronizing these
advertisers you are supporting both our community but also help
fund printing of The Voice. ❧

Newport Residents, Business,
Honored at Flower Show
by Bruce Murray

The East Row Garden Club was honored with a Gold Medal for
their entry in the Window Box category this year. 

An entry sponsored by East Row resident John-Robert de Cavel
was honored with the Cincinnati Horticultural Society award for
“Outstanding Achievement by a Gold Medal Winner”. 

York Street Florist Kreutzer & Dorl won the Professional Florists
of Greater Cincinnati Award for “Best Overall Composition”.

Congratulations to all the winners! ❧




