
City Manager Supports Quality of Life Issues
by Nancy Stephens

Editors’ note: In preparation for this article, questions prepared by VOICE staff,   ERHF,

the Garden Club, and East Row residents were presented to our city manager, Tom

Fromme.  An extensive interview with the city manager has provided material for an

ongoing series of articles. Local input was invaluable, and we encourage, via our web

site, community participation in this continuing series.

Describe the experiences that growing up in Newport and being a public servant here
have contributed towards your preparation for the position of city manager

A. My parents were always actively involved in the community and my father was a
founding member of the neighborhood counsel. Growing up within that environment
instilled a sense of civic duty in me. From a professional point of view, I have a Masters
Degree in Public Administration, and 26 years of experience in the city government. I served
15 years as Chief of Police, and during this time, the department achieved national
accreditation, one of only four police agencies in the state to achieve this status. From 1999
until the present time, I served in the dual capacity of Police Chief and Assistant City Manager.
In that role, I was responsible for the operation of the Police Department, Public Works, and
Code Enforcement. This experience allowed me to obtain a greater understanding of the
operations of a municipal government.

Q. You have referred to your support for “Quality of Life” issues.  What do these entail?
A. I define “Quality of Life” as simply the ability for people to enjoy themselves, being

able to sit out on your porch or walk down the street without being subjected to loud or
abusive language or music. I believe that well-maintained homes and rental property, the
absence of litter and petty crimes, and a general sense of neighborhood, all fall within that
category.

(continued on page 4)

East Row Homes Open During Tall Stacks
by Angela Siddell

The Tall Stacks East Row Historic Homes Tour is planned for Saturday and Sunday,
October 7-8, 2006, The tour features up to ten homes and a number of points of interest.
This year, tickets may be purchased online at the East Row web site.

It will bring thousands of visitors to the riverfront and ultimately into our neighborhood.
It is an opportunity to showcase our charming community and benefit the East Row
Historic Foundation. 

The Tall Stacks Sponsorship committee needs your help to recruit potential financial
sponsors.

If you have suggestions for potential financial sponsors, please contact John Morrow,
513 237-3303, Rosemary Braeckel, 859 491-3909, or Angela Siddell 859 261-1316 so we can
follow up with a presentation portfolio and address the benefits of sponsorship.

The tour is also seeking in-home volunteers who will be rewarded with a free ticket to
the tour. Contact Mary Jo Gerwe 859 581-2291 for details about volunteering.

More information about the tour may be found on the newly up-and-running web
site, www.eastrow.org. ❧
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Message from the Chair
by Joyce Chastang

Due to the GREAT weather, and the many buyers and sellers, we
had an awesome yard sale. I hope everyone had as much fun as I
did.  I, your humble yard sale captain, made my TV debut on ICN6
Friday July 7 to talk about the yard sale.  

The Levee Perk reports that they had a record day. We
appreciate the box lunches made available for us yard salers too.
Thanks to all who participated and helped make this a success!

Now we can look forward to September and Riverfest, then to
October and the home tour during Tall Stacks. We’re even
considering a ball game in September! If you’d like to volunteer to
sell T shirts at Riverfest, call Monica Stephenson at 859 491-1069.
Home Tour meetings are held weekly, and we can use more
volunteers. See the home Tour article in this issue of The Voice.

Special thanks to Dale Sexton who recently passed on the
webmaster duties to Pat and Ian Budd.  Dale stepped forward to
assume these duties in times of turmoil; he was a tremendous
asset and got us, and the web site, back on track.  ❧

F-A Construction & Remodeling Co.
ROBERT J. CHASTANG 

We Do Electrical Work

Phone: (859) 261.1900
Fax: (859) 261.3010
Cell: (859) 393.3406

Tel: 859-581-6244 • Fax: 859-581-6349
Email: Print@BeaconPrinting.com
P.O. Box 721608 • Newport, KY 41072-1608
505 W. 9th at Brighton in Newport
On the web at www.BeaconPrinting.com

HAPPY HOUR MONDAY THROUGH FRIDAY 4PM TO 6 PM
HALF PRICE APPETIZERS, DRINK DISCOUNTS

POMPILIO’S…”WHERE EAST ROW NEIGHBORS MEET”
6TH & WASHINGTON AVENUE - 859 581-3065

New B&B Open on Linden St.
by Bruce Murray

Dorothy Cain returned to Northern Kentucky to be close to family
in September 2005 and opened Grace Manor Bed and Breakfast in
May 2006.  She “always wanted to run a Bed & Breakfast” and
Grace Manor fulfills this wish.

Grace Manor, a 1906 brick home located in Newport’s East
Row Historic District, offers the old world charm with all the
amenities of the new. Dorothy has two guest rooms: Bella’s room,
which has hardwood floors, and a feel of the 19th Century Old
World, and Christim’s room, decorated in a contemporary style
with a 19th Century Parisian flair. Both have private bathrooms
and can accommodate up to three people. Rooms are also
wireless capable. 

Grace Manor is within walking distance of the popular
Newport on the Levee and other local attractions. If you’re
entertaining guests or family and your home isn’t quite big enough
this may be a good place for your guests.

Grace Bed & Breakfast is located at 828 Linden Avenue. For
rates and availability, visit the Grace Manor Bed and Breakfast
website at  www.gracemanorbb.com, or call 859-491-4213  ❧

Lock Your Car!
by Bruce Murray

It wasn’t unlocked for long, but it happened. Someone went into
our car, which was parked in the street. They opened the glove
compartment and console; scattered manuals and cups on the
seat, but didn’t find anything worth taking. 

Others weren’t so fortunate. I discovered from neighbors that
other cars had been broken into several blocks away and money
taken. 

Those of us who park cars on the street must remember that
there are many attractions nearby, including the neighborhood
itself, which draw many types of people who do not live here. It’s
as simple as walking down the street, testing door handles. If a car
is unlocked we can almost guarantee that, sooner or later,
someone will open the door and look for something valuable.  The
man who was caught going through cars had about $38 in pocket
change and a digital camera. Most likely nobody missed the
change and nobody has claimed the camera. 

The police can offer advice: 

1. Lock your Car, even if it’s off the street.
2. And even if you lock it, do not leave anything valuable in the car.
3. Notify police of any suspicious people in the neighborhood -

291-3622
4. And finally, if an incident occurs, report it to the police, whether

you lose anything or not.  ❧

Garden Club Notes
by Carla Ballard

The East Row Garden Club would like to extend a warm thanks to
all of the homeowners, volunteers, sponsors, raffle item
contributors, and attendees that made the 10th Annual Garden
Walk in June an enormous success. This year’s Garden Walk
showcased eleven unique gardens. Two additional gardens served
as rest areas where baked items donated by the Cookie Jar
Bakery, the Bonbonerie, and C’est Bon Creative Gourmet were
served. Refreshments donated by the Northern Kentucky Water
District, Kroger, and The Party Source were also available. 

Proceeds from the Garden Walk are used to better the
community through beautification efforts and to assist an
annually selected local charity. This year’s selected charity was
the Boys & Girls Club of Newport.

Please join us at our next meeting on Tuesday, August 15th, at
The Levee Perk on the corner of Sixth and Overton. Refreshments
will be served at 6:30 p.m. and the speaker, followed by the
business meeting, will commence at 7:00 p.m. The East Row
Garden Club is open to everyone in the City of Newport.  ❧
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Tom Owen:
East Row Artist of The Month
by Bruce Murray

Tom Owen has been painting for about 25 years and his work
hangs in galleries and homes from Toronto, Canada, to Florida
and of course here in the Cincinnati area.

Primarily self-taught, his work over the last several years has
explored abstract expressionism in oil, acrylic, and collage with
mixed media and traditional approaches to portraiture and
landscape. He currently works in the ancient medium of encaustic
(fusing layers of liquid pigmented wax) which dates back more
than 2500 years. He is influenced by contemporary encaustic
artists, the techniques of the Dutch and Italian masters, traditional
Japanese woodblock prints, as well as his travels to Europe. 

Tom’s paintings have been featured in corporate collections
and on publicity materials for Newport, Kentucky’s East Row
Garden Walk (1997-2001). He has accepted frequent invitations to
donate works for charitable causes such as the annual Carnegie
Art Auction and Seven Days for SIDS. 

According to Tom, “I paint what I like. It’s about solving
problems and being lost in the process.” Tom also wants the
viewer to think, “To me, art ought to make people think, to
wonder, to feel something.  I want the viewer to see the world
through a new lens, at least for a moment in time. I hope my work
engages the viewer in the shared human experience that goes
beyond any specific culture or convention.” 

See Tom’s work at his web site www.tsowenart.com. ❧

Lightfoot’s Restaurant a Winner! 
by Nancy Stephens

Remember Sylvia’s Restaurant at 15 East 7th Street? You’ll never
recognize it. What a lovely transformation both inside and out!
Sandy Lightfoot Griffin and her daughter, Toni Ciullo, are the
proprietors.  For Sandy it’s a return to her home.  Born in Hazzard,
Kentucky and raised in Newport, her family moved to New York
where she eventually became a teacher. This return marks her
eagerness to participate in what she sees as an exciting and
promising Newport business scene.

The family-run restaurant is open seven days a week. Lunch is
served from 11:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. and dinner ends at 11:00 p.m.
The bar remains open until 1:00 a.m. An all-you-can-eat lunch
buffet on Wednesdays for $6.95 should entice the lunch crowd,
and a $10.00 steak dinner on Mondays proved to be a bargain as
Chef Relihan, formerly with Jeff Ruby, knows how to treat a good
piece of meat. The lobster tail and steak combo was both
exceptional and reasonable. The onion rings are the best I have
ever tasted.

Sandy and her daughter are renovating the second floor for a
B&B and hope to have a river view rooftop deck in place by the

Cyclebration: A Family Event
by Jason Reser

Newport Cyclebration on August 6, from 8:30 a.m. to 2 p.m. will
include bicycle racing, but there is much more for the entire
family. There will be sprints for children in a “Fastest Kid in
Northern Kentucky” event for children 5 to 9 years old, races for
teens, and men, and women. “Trials by Fire” will be on hand for
stunt demonstrations. 

In addition to these events in Newport, the Morning Glory Ride,
an event for both families and advanced riders will start at 5:00
and 6:00 a.m. at Sawyer Point in Cincinnati.

Come and enjoy watching the races and demonstrations and
participate in some of the rides. Check the web site:
www.reserbicycle.com/newportcyclebration/ for race fees,
and events.  ❧

Labor Day Fireworks Festival.  That in addition to a patio setting
already in place should make this newest addition to the popular
Newport restaurant scene a strong draw. And if the varied and
reasonable menu, pleasant surroundings, expansive hours, friendly
service and good food weren’t more than enough to tempt you
consider stopping by to talk to the owners as we found them to
among the nicest, friendliest folks we’ve met in a long time.  ❧
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City Manager
(continued from page 1)

I put a lot of emphasis on litter clean-up and code enforcement.
One particular target of mine is rental property where the landlord
fails to maintain the condition of the property, or control the
activities of their tenants. These types of properties contribute to
a decline of the neighborhoods they are in and I feel they are
subsidized by the owner-occupied homes.

Q. Newport is sometimes characterized as a “tale of two
cities.”  Using this as a metaphor, describe what you think might
be the issues that make this so?

A. When I was growing up, the West Side was always
characterized as more “blue collar,” and the East Side was “white
collar.” The West Side always seemed to receive less city service,
and all the public housing was relegated to that side of town.  The
ratio of rental property to home owner is probably down to 70/30,
while in the East End, it is above 50/50. That lop-sided ratio
creates a larger transient population and is not conducive to
stable neighborhoods. 

The East Side issues have been about beautification and
preservation, while the West End is more concerned with crime
issues and neighborhood stabilization.  Working with the West
End residents, we have an ambitious program to create owner-
occupied housing opportunities and reduce the amount of traffic
through their neighborhood, along with taking an aggressive
stance against problem properties and residents. The city is
working on a “rehab-a-rama” in the West End to preserve and
showcase some of the magnificent homes that are located in that
side of town. Using the success of the East Row as a model, we
hope to promote owner-occupied homes and greatly reduce the
amount of rental property in that area.

Q. How can Newport residents from all neighborhoods work
better together?

A. I have a proposal to create a Vision Team involving a group
of enthusiastic residents from all neighborhoods, along with
representatives from various businesses, to form a committee to
help in the development of Newport. The priorities will be on
deciding where the public sees Newport in the future, what type
of community we want, and how do we get there. These
representatives will help in the development of this vision.

Q. When there is unruly behavior in our neighborhood such as
alcohol or drug abuse or harassment, how can East Row residents
become a part of the solution?

A. By being consistent and not tolerating it.  If you don’t call
the police as many times as it takes, people with bad behavior get
away with it. Call the police again and again whenever there is an
offense to report. There is a police record of the number of runs
that are made to a particular location. We use those records when
we are planning various police responses to a problem area.  ❧

August 4-6: Glier’s Goettafest

On the riverfront. A family fun festival celebrating the
region’s love of Goetta! For more information go to

www.goettafest.com

�
August 6: Cyclebration – 9:00 a.m.- 2:00 p.m.

On the Monmouth, Saratoga, 5th and 7th Street Blocks
in Newport.  For more information, call 

Reser Bicycle Outfitters, 859 261-6187 or go to
www.newportcyclebration.com

�
August 10-13: Great Inland Seafood Festival

On the riverfront. Premium seafood dishes from
restaurants around the Northern Kentucky/Greater

Cincinnati Region and music for all

�
August 27: Kentucky State Chili Cook-off and

Car Show – On the riverfront. One of the 
largest car shows in Kentucky with 

entertainment, food and crafts.
Chili contest winner advances to Reno, Nevada. 

Benefits the Buenger Boys & Girls Club.


