
Message from the Chair
by Joyce Chastang

Our last meeting was significant. We saw some new faces as well as familiar ones.
We were entertained by Laura Peters who informed us all about her new business
“Windows on Wheels” and Mary Jo Gerwe who enlightened us on fireplaces and a
brief history of Brommwell’s. A special thanks to our presenters.

Let’s all show our neighborhood alliance and ‘show up to clean up’. We will meet
at Mansion Hill Park Saturday April 28, 10 a.m. - 12 p.m. to pick up supplies. Then go
out and spruce up your corner of the world.

Speaking of neighborhood alliance — are we still using our Kroger cards to earn
money for the neighborhood? If you don’t have one you can pick one up at our
monthly meetings. By using the ERHF Kroger card the neighborhood earns a
percentage of monies spent. ❧

East Row Garden Walk Features 
Eight Gardens
by Mary Beth Crocker

A crop of new gardens will be featured on the East Row Garden Club’s annual
Garden Walk on Saturday and Sunday, June 23-24. The 2007 Walk runs from 10 a.m.
to 4 p.m. each day.

Eight gardens are on the tour; seven have never been open to the public. The
eighth — the garden of Nancy Grace and Tony Benton at 723 Overton Street — was
on last year’s tour, but wasn’t quite finished. However, it will be completed this year
and word has it that even though the garden wasn’t finished, a field editor for Better

Homes & Gardens Magazine thought it was beautiful enough to be featured in an
upcoming story. No publication date has been announced yet.

During the tour, live musical performances will be scheduled in some gardens.  In
addition, visitors will be given a handout listing the homeowner’s eight to 10 favorite
plants and a brief history of the home. One or two relaxation areas on the tour route
will offer free bottled water, punch and cookies. In addition, vendors such as
Beucker Iron Works Inc., Greg’s Antiques and Nature’s Corner will sell plants and
garden-related decorative art and accessories at the Watertower Square parking lot
at Sixth and Washington streets.

A portion of the proceeds will go toward a local charity and beautification
projects for the neighborhood and city.

Tickets will be $15.00 per person and sold during both days at the exhibitor area.
Children age 12 and under will be admitted free of charge if accompanied by an
adult. Tickets will be sold until 3 p.m.

As always, volunteers are needed for two shifts each day, from 10 a.m. to 1 p.m.
and from 1 to 4 p.m. Please call 859-261-4940, or email bethmurray@fuse.net if
you’d like to volunteer. Each volunteer receives one free ticket. ❧
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New Book Features East Row
Gardens
by Kathy Kipp, editor, North Light Books

Some of the lovely gardens in East Row’s Historic District are
featured prominently in a new book on painting decorative garden
furniture and accessories. The photos were taken in the gardens
of Kevin & Jane Murphy and Dave & Sheryl Heeter for the book
entitled Donna Dewberry’s Painted Garden, a step-by-step project
book. The photos show hand-painted items in Newport gardens,
Cincinnati’s Civic Garden Center and other locations. Author
Donna Dewberry is well-known to many painting enthusiasts from
her appearances on her own PBS television show, One-Stroke

Painting with Donna Dewberry.

Clare Finney, a longtime East Row resident, was the Art
Director for the photo shoot and worked with the East Row
Garden Club to find gardens and settings that would make
beautiful backgrounds for the painted pieces. The book was just
published from North Light Books (an imprint of Cincinnati based
F&W Publications, Inc.) and is available now in bookstores. ❧

Graeter’s Is Coming!
by Bruce Murray

With the announcement that Graeter’s was opening a store at the
corner of 4th and Monmouth, my mouth began to water and I had
pleasant thoughts of walking just a few blocks to get some really
good ice cream. Normally my wife, Beth, and I walk to Sweet
Tooth on 10th or ride all the way to Schneider’s in Bellevue for
really good, low cost ice cream. 

We always try to find the best in chocolate and ice cream, and
decided to do a test, comparing hot fudge sundaes. We left out
Coldstone Creamery since they don’t list hot fudge sundaes on
their menu, and Ann’s Ice Balls since they weren’t open when we
were testing.

The results were surprising. Both Beth and I preferred Sweet
Tooth by a wide margin, followed by Graeter’s and Schneider’s.

The results

Sweet Tooth: $3.49 The polystyrene cup seemed small but
the sundae rose far above the top. The fudge was piled on top and
flowed down the side of the ice cream. The fudge was thick and
had a slightly bitter, but wonderful chocolate taste. The vanilla ice
cream was very smooth. Whipped cream was sprayed from a can
onto the top of the sundae. We both enjoyed this sundae.

Graeter’s: $3.99 The cardboard cup was larger but the entire
sundae fit inside, thus making it easier to cover for takeout. The
fudge was placed in the bottom of the cup, tasted sweet, and
seemed very thin, perhaps because it was mixed with melted ice
cream. Very thick whipped cream was scooped with an ice cream
scoop onto the top of the ice cream. The whipped cream had a

good creamy taste, not too sweet. The ice cream wasn’t quite as
smooth as Sweet Tooth, but it still had that “home made” taste. 

Schneider’s: $2.75 Schneider’s sundae was good, in a cup
identical to the one we got at Sweet Tooth. The hot fudge was
thick but somewhat sweet, they used the same whipped cream as
Sweet Tooth. The ice cream compared well with Graeter’s but
wasn’t as smooth as Sweet Tooth.

They were all great sundaes, about the same size but Sweet
Tooth was our favorite. While doing our second round of testing,
my only comment was “This is really, really, good!”

So, if you want what we think is the best hot fudge sundae, go
to Sweet Tooth. If a great flavorful whipped cream is important, go
to Graeter’s and if cost is an issue, go to Schneider’s. In any case,
you will get some very good ice cream. ❧

Trent Montessori Celebrates
25th Anniversary
by Jan Haas

Trent Montessori, founded by Jan Haas, on September 15th 1981,
began in a Victorian house at 324 Overton Street, Newport KY that
was designated “The Trent House”, a Kentucky Landmark. The
school moved the following year to 305 Park Avenue. Jan’s
Montessori training examiner was Renilda Montessori, Maria’s
granddaughter, who inspired Jan to start her own school.

The school has grown from 4 students to today’s enrollment of
60 children. The “Extended Care Environment” was added in
1985 when the amount of working parents expressed a desire to
have care throughout the day. Jan worked with her staff and
developed a program that would provide a rich and “true”
Montessori program and include the extended care hours during
the regular school year.

Celebrations began on September 15th with our banner being
hung outside of the school building. Scott Poynter (known as
Scotty in 1982) and his daughter, Megan (now a Kindergarten
student) had their picture taken with Jan in front of the sign.
Scott was in the first class held in Trent’s present location. Megan
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I Love Newport! (Continued)
by Nancy Stephens 

(Editors’ note. This continues Nancy’s walk from the April issue

of The Voice. Nancy interviewed people working and shopping

in Newport’s neighborhood.)

Jim Lape, co-owner of Mary Lou’s Bar & Grille, says the best
place to be in Newport is his bar. He described the lunches and
apparently it’s a secret that needs outing…they have great daily
specials from 11 to 2 all for $5.95 and a happy hour from 3-6.

Garland Whisner, a retired Newport policeman, loves Newport.

is the first child of a former Trent student.
Trent Montessori has provided a quality Montessori school for

the families of the Greater Cincinnati area. Trent offers two half
day sessions with Extended Care offered for both classes. As a
Montessori school, following a traditional school calendar, families
find alternative care during holidays, teacher prep days, as well as
the summer months. The highly qualified staff include three with
a Masters in Education, three with Montessori Certifications, one
working to obtain her Montessori certificate, and one has been
employed at Trent for 20 years! Trent is proud of its staff and will
continue to employ highly motivated, caring individuals. They
strive to provide a loving environment for all children regardless of
their background, religious beliefs or national origin. They have
had children from Australia, India, Guatemala, Switzerland,
Malaysia, Honduras, The Netherlands, Puerto Rico and Russia.
There is an active waiting list that many expecting parents put
their child on as soon as they know the sex of their baby.

A special tradition that was started with Jan’s oldest son, Lan,
was to have a Trent graduate work at Trent. Jan’s son, Ryan, and
daughter, Erin have continued this tradition. Erin is working at
Trent now and it is possible that in another 5 to 10 years she might
continue the tradition and take Trent Montessori for the following
25 years!

The 25th reunion will take place at the school on Sunday, May
27th from 1 p.m. until 4 p.m. Details may be found on the web site:
www.trentmontessori.com. ❧

When he was in the service and stationed in Germany he
constantly bragged about being from Newport, Kentucky.
Nicknamed Whiz, he spoke reverently about the oldtimers who
love talking about the “old days.”

Peggy Battaglia of Newport asked if there could be a better
place where you don’t have to drive to get everywhere and can get
everything you need within walking distance.  “Everybody knows
everybody and everybody’s business,” she laughed.

Fred “Bert” O’Connel exclaimed, “Everything is my favorite
thing about Newport.”

Karen Schwarberg who works here in the Campbell County
Clerk’s Office says, “The homes are beautiful, the folks are
friendly and it’s just a wonderful place.” She too, loves to listen to
older people talk and tell about the old days.

Ron Fields can’t imagine ever leaving Newport. “Its people are
what makes it great, and it has a great school system.” 

Laura Williams, who was raised in the East End on Lexington,
likes how the rehabbing has improved the neighborhood, cleaned
it up and brought good people who take care of their homes and
of the neighborhood.

Linda Toller credits Newport with a fine job of snow removal.
“In the last big snow, I After drove down Monmouth and found it
totally clear. I drove to Covington and it looked like an ice
machine was running full time there. They did a great job of snow
removal on all the streets here.”

Jim Jackson, born and raised on the West side of Cincinnati,
moved downtown to experience the loft scene in Cincinnati and
found himself coming over here for the restaurants and the
entertainment on the Levee. “I found more of a neighborhood
feeling, a sense of community. I talked to folks who made me, a
stranger, feel welcome. I have a beautiful home on the second and
third floors of one of these beautiful houses.  I have a big porch out
front, a balcony in back, a courtyard and a view of the Cincinnati
skyline. There’s good food here, good people and good times here.”

Linda Toller, whose grandfather owned the old Music Hall
which was a theater at 11th and York, thinks Newport’s pluses are
all the building going on, the school system and all the
development on the river. ❧

Remember your COA! 
by Emily Jarzen

As soon as spring begins, ladders and construction equipment
start to appear throughout the neighborhood.  Do not forgot to
receive your Certificate of Appropriateness (COA) permit prior to
commencing exterior work.  Permit applications are available on
the 2nd floor of the City Building, or on the Historic Preservation
page at the City’s website, www.newportky.gov, under the
“Government” menu. If in doubt about whether your planned project
needs a permit, contact me, Emily Jarzen, in the Preservation
Office at 292-3637, or  ejarzen@newportky.gov. ❧
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I-471 Ramp Update
by Beth Fennell

On April 13th, the advisory committee for KYTC’s route 8 ramp
study met at the Newport city building. Representatives attended
from Newport, Bellevue, Dayton, Campbell County and other
effected parties.  The goal was to brainstorm potential designs for
the new Route 8 Southbound ramp. The committee split into
workgroups and came up with different options. Many involved
rerouting the current southbound ramp under the existing inter-
state and pairing up with the current northbound ramps.  Several
options were brought forward that also involved ways to get off
the ramp at Sixth St., Third St., Riviera Dr. or other locations.

One of the most exciting designs was the possibility of Modern
Roundabouts. East Row resident, Ian Budd, brought options to
the meeting which included roundabouts at various locations, east
and west of the future and current ramps.

Roundabouts exist in Europe, Australia and other areas of
the United States. Vehicles enter an unsignaled, one-way
circular intersection.

Traffic moves counter clockwise and has various options for
leaving the circle. The advantages are continued traffic move-

ment, increased safety, traffic calming and aesthetic benefits.
The KYTC consultants will keep this innovative idea in the mix.

Although the Route 8 advisory committee has been instructed
not to look beyond the current ramp congestion, it is difficult
to discuss without mentioning the traffic tie-ups at Cowan’s Dr.
and through Bellevue.

These are real concerns not only for those accessing
Newport on the Levee, but particularly for new development in
Dayton and Bellevue.

Better access to the Levee garage and from the Taylor
Southgate Bridge were also discussed. It is hoped that final
design for the ramps will address these issues.

The date for the next Route 8 advisory committee is
anticipated this summer. All meetings are open to the public.

The next meeting of the larger OKI I-471 advisory committee
will be May 17, 1:30 p.m. at the Wilder Community Center located
at 520 Licking Pike. Following the Advisory Committee meeting,
will be a public meeting from 4-7 p.m. at the same location.

The OKI 471 study team has been working on socioeconomic,
crash, level of service, and existing conditions data, signalization
optimization and other issues in the larger I-471 parameters. This
information will be presented at the May 17th meeting. It may also
be a good opportunity to talk about the issues once traffic gets off
the ramps onto Dave Cowen’s Dr. and Fairfield Ave. in Bellevue.

The KYTC Route 8 web page is 471project.org. The OKI study
web page is 471study.org. You can give input and get more
information at both sites or contact me at bfennell@fuse.net.  ❧

Garden Club Notes
by Bruce Murray

The Garden Club speaker for April was Beth Yutze, proprietor of
Indoor Outdoor aquatics on Monmouth St., who gave a spirited
presentation about building and maintaining a water garden.

Claire Finney also spoke about a new book coming out by local
author Donna Dewberry. See the article with details on page 2 of
this month’s VOICE. We also decided on a charity to benefit from
this year’s Garden walk. Funds will be donated to the Freestore
Foodbank and designated toward the 4th Street School “Back
Pack Program”.

The planned speaker for June is David Koester, Campbell County
Extension Agent, who will speak on tree maintenance. The East
Row Garden Club is open to all residents of Newport. ❧
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