
Meeting Scheduled 

for I-471 Ramp Update
A meeting will be held on Thursday, August 9, to discuss the most-recent
activity in the I-471 exit ramp project.  This meeting will be from 5 – 8 p.m. at
Newport High School, 900 East Sixth Street, and will be open to the general
public.  

The objective of this alternative designs evaluation meeting is to review the
current options for the Route 8 ramp, and to identify those concepts that will
undergo further engineering and environmental evaluations.

You can view all the details surrounding the I-471/KY8 Interchange
Modification Project at  www.471project.org. �

Wine Over Water
You and a friend are invited to an exclusive wine tasting and hors d’oeuvres

reception on September 22, 2007 on the Purple People Bridge.  This two hour
special event begins at 8 p.m. Tickets are $20 and may be purchased at
Kentucky Haus Craft Gallery, 411 East 10th Street, at Monroe, in Newport. �

Volume 8 Issue 8

August 2007
The Voice of the East Row
Historic Foundation is
published monthly and paid for
by the East Row Historic
Foundation (ERHF).  Diverse,
responsible commentary is
encouraged.  All opinions are
those of the authors and do not
necessarily express those of the
ERHF or its officers.

Articles, editorials, or calendar
items should be dropped off at
402 East Fourth Street, or e-
mailed to Voice@EastRow.org.
Submissions must be signed to
be considered for publication.
The editor reserves the right to
edit or reject submissions due
to length, content, or
appropriateness.

Editor:

Jenny Hudson

Advertising:

John Morrow

Contributors to this issue: 

Bruce Murray,  Joyce Chastang,
Kiki Dreyer Burke

Deadline for submissions is

the 15th of each month. 

Next Meeting: 
Joint meeting for Gateway and
Mansion Hill neighborhoods
Tuesday, August 7 at 7 p.m.,

Taylor Mansion, 
335 East Third Street.

East Row Historic 
Foundation Officers:

Chair: 

Joyce Chastang,
Chair@EastRow.org

Secretary: 

Pat Budd
Treasurer: 

Monica Stephenson
Gateway Rep: 

Dorothy Cain
Mansion Hill Rep: 

Mike Dutle



HAPPY HOUR MONDAY THROUGH FRIDAY 4PM TO 6 PM
HALF PRICE APPETIZERS, DRINK DISCOUNTS

POMPILIO’S…”WHERE EAST ROW NEIGHBORS MEET”
6TH & WASHINGTON AVENUE - 859 581-3065
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F-A Construction & Remodeling Co.
ROBERT J. CHASTANG 

We Do Electrical Work

Phone: (859) 261.1900
Fax: (859) 261.3010
Cell: (859) 393.3406

In case you had any doubts, the “Band on the Lawn” is
coming around again.  Concerts will be on August 16, 23,
and 30 (all Thursdays) at 7:30 p.m. on the church lawn of
St. John’s UCC, 415 Park Avenue, in Newport.  Bring your
friends, your neighbors, your family, your lawn chairs,
blankets, and picnics for a fun evening of music and
entertainment. A variety of works, including TV and
Broadway show tunes, Sousa marches, and favorite
classics will be performed.  The popcorn will be fresh—
made right there under the tent—and the lemonade will
be cold.

We have some new music, new stands, and some new
musicians from the church thinking about joining us.  If
you or someone you know plays or played a band
instrument, please, come be a part of the band. You don’t
have to be from St. John’s to participate. Rehearsals will
be at the church on Thursday, August 2 and August 9 at
7:30 p.m. in Fellowship Hall.

So spread the word! We’ve got a new web site at
www.bandonthelawn.com. For questions or more
information, contact John Westlund, Scott Taylor, or
Becky Bell, at 635-4740, or at RLB@medialog.com.

August 16 – “Way Out West” – wear your cowboy hat
and bandana and enjoy your favorite Western themes,
including “Ghost Riders in the Sky”, and music from
“Shenandoah”, and “The Magnificent Seven.”

August 23 – “Isn’t It Romantic” – bring your sweetie
and enjoy “Moonlight Serenade”, “Over the Rainbow”,
and music from “West Side Story”.

August 30 – “Good Guys and Bad Guys” – celebrate
your favorite villains and the guys in white hats as the
band plans the theme from “Hawaii Five-O”, “In the Hall
of the Mountain King”, “Pirates of the Caribbean
Symphonic Suite”, including a video presentation by our
own Kelsey Taylor. �

Email: Print@BeaconPrinting.com
www.BeaconPrinting.com
Phone: 859.581.6244 
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Message From the Chair
by Joyce Chastang

Our last ERHF meeting was noteworthy. We met at the
Hannaford, with a modest crowd in attendance. We even
had a visitor from the Cincinnati Downtown Residence
Council.  We discussed the yard sale, the t-bone alley
party, and an update was given on the Christmas home
tour.  Speaking of Christmas, it’s time to start thinking
about our annual Christmas party. Should we keep it as
adult only affair, or shall we make it more family
friendly? Let me know your thoughts. 

We’re in need of volunteers to water our beautiful urns in
September and October. Interested?  Let me know. Bob
Chastang is also co-chair of WEBN T-shirt extravaganza.
To volunteer for the Labor Day event, please e-mail him
at  Rchastang@fuse.net. Our next meeting will be held
at the Taylor Mansion, 335 E 3rd Street, and city manager
Fromme will speak on the city budget.

I hope everyone had as much fun as I did at the annual
yard sale. The day was absolutely perfect and the crowds
were considerable. Isn’t this the greatest neighborhood
to live in?  �
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“Green” Comes to Newport
by Bruce Murray

As Kermit sang, “It’s Not Easy Being Green”, but Maple
Avenue residents Jeff Salisbury and Christine Plepys
have added some “green” to the neighborhood with their
new garage. 

When they contemplated building a garage, they
discovered that because their back yard was raised
above the alley, they would be looking out on the garage
roof from their deck. So they decided to add a flat
“green” roof, with plants covering the entire surface. 

They started with the design of the garage and had an
engineer specify the structural components of the walls
and roof to provide the necessary support for the
planting materials. (It’s critical to have a qualified
engineer review the structure for either new
construction or a retrofit to an existing garage since the
green roof adds substantial weight.) The approval
process, including a Certificate of Appropriateness, went
smoothly, and after the garage was built, they added the
components to allow planting on the roof.

A special barrier mat, that prevents plant roots from
penetrating into the underlying rubber membrane roof
and retains water, was laid over the entire roof surface.
Then, 80 bags of special planting media were put in
place, and finally, 540 seedlings of several types of sedum
were planted in slits cut into the bags. The seedlings
required watering, but now, two months after planting,
the roots are established and the plants are healthy. The
sedum is a low growing plant and will eventually fill the

(continued, see Green, page 4)

August 
Library Events

NEWPORT BRANCH, 901 E. SIXTH ST., 859.572.5035

Newport Book Club

7 p.m. Tuesday, August 7

Join us for a discussion about Memoirs of a Geisha by
Arthur Golden.  Newcomers welcome.  Snacks provided.
No need to register.  

What happened to Harry Potter in the final book?

7:30 p.m. Friday, August 10

Did Harry Potter and the Deathly Hallows end the way
you thought it would?  Were you left wanting more?
Come for a lively discussion and let everyone know what
you think.  Ages 11-18.  Snacks provided.  Registration
required:  859-572-5035.

Yu-Gi-Oh Tournament

9 a.m. Saturday, August 18

Let the games begin.  Registration opens at 9 a.m. and the
tournament begins at 10 a.m.  Open to all ages.  

What’s Your Nutrition IQ?

10 a.m. Monday, August 20

Join us for the second topic in the health and wellness
series cosponsored with St. Luke Hospitals.  Learn the
facts and fallacies about nutrition claims.  Dawn Sargent,
a registered, licensed dietitian with St. Luke Hospital
East, will help you self-assess your nutritional health and
discuss related topics in the news.  Find out what foods
may be better than expensive nutritional supplements.
Adults.  Please register- 859-572-5035.

Movie Night: The Queen

6:30 p.m. Wednesday, August 29

Watch the movie that looks inside the royal family during
the week after the tragic death of Princess Diana.  Stars
Academy Award-winning actress Helen Mirren.  Rated
PG-13.  Teens and adults.  No need to register.  �
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Visit our showroom or call for aVisit our showroom or call for a
FREE copy of our new fall catalog!FREE copy of our new fall catalog!
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East Row Garden Club Notes
by Bruce Murray

The East Row Garden Club would like to extend our
thanks to all of the homeowners, volunteers, sponsors,
raffle item contributors, and attendees who made the
11th Annual Garden Walk such an enormous success. 

Over 700 people attended the garden walk, and the
gardens were all superb. Some of the gardens will be
considered for articles in a 2008 Better Homes and

Gardens issue.

Proceeds from the Garden Walk are used to better the
community through beautification efforts, and to assist
an annually selected local charity. This year’s selected
charity was the Freestore/Foodbank’s Backpack Program
in Newport Schools.  

Our July speaker was Dave White, who gave an excellent
presentation about “Fabulous Foliage”, new plants and
shrubs for small gardens. The speaker at our August 21
meeting will be Mike Kolb, speaking about garden
decorating with unique objects.  Mike has a hobby of
collecting treasures from abandoned outhouses. 

The meeting will be held at The Levee Perk on the corner
of Sixth and Overton. Refreshments will be served at 6:30
pm and the speaker, followed by the business meeting,
will commence at 7 pm.  The East Row Garden Club is a
501(c)3 charitable organization open to all Newport
residents.  �

ERHF Meeting Schedule
September 4 – St. Mark’s – S. Williams, speaker 

Green (from page 3)

entire roof with greenery. As they mature, the roof
should be covered with pink and yellow blossoms. It’s a
perennial and should continue to grow year after year. 

The roof materials are from Green Paks, a company in
Missouri.  Pictures of this project are on the their web
site at  www.greenpaks.com.  The materials, including
barrier mat, planting media, and plants were delivered
from St. Louis, and the cost, including delivery, ran about
$8 to $9 per square foot.  Installation on the flat roof was
simple, and they did it themselves, saving the installation
cost. While they used one supplier, there are many
suppliers that can be found online by searching for
“green roof”. 

According to Christine, who works at Cincinnati Nature
Center, the planting will reduce the amount of water
runoff into the alley during rainstorms, there will be less
heat reflected from the roof, and it is much more
attractive than a bare roof.  It’s also an attractive addition
to their back yard.  �
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