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East Row Garden Club Donates to Kids
Backpack Program
by Michelle Breen

The East Row Garden Club, at their January 20 meeting, was very pleased to be able

to present a check for $720 to Mark Goetz, director of student services for Newport

Independent Schools, and Julie Smith-Morrow, VP, FreestoreFoodbank and member of

the Newport School Board.  The money will be used for the Food for Kids’ Backpack

Program that serves children in Newport schools who are eligible for free/reduced

lunch services and likely to have limited

access to food over weekends. Using back-

packs, children can carry shelf-stable,

nutritious, child-friendly foods home for

consumption over the weekend. The Back-

pack Program is a stand-alone program of the

FreestoreFoodbank.

Also at our January meeting, Trudy Backus,

founder of the Architreks guided historic

walking tour program offered through the

Cincinnati Preservation Association, shared

information about historic green spaces in the

city of Cincinnati. From May through

October, Architreks offers a variety of

fascinating walking tours through a variety of neighborhoods in Cincinnati. If you

would like to learn more, please go to www.cincinnati-walks.org.

Have you always wanted to know more about orchids? The East Row Garden Club’s

February 17 meeting will be a field trip to Smith & Hawken’s garden store at Rookwood

Commons to learn more about orchids and their care! The meeting commences at our

usual time of 6:30 p.m. with a social time, followed at 7 p.m. by the speaker and

business meeting. Attendees will be offered a 20 percent discount on all non-clearance

items!

All residents of Newport are invited to join us at our monthly meetings, which usually

take place at The Sanctuary at Sixth and Monroe Streets, unless otherwise announced.

Annual membership is $30 per household.  For more information, contact Michelle

Breen, president, at  mcbreen@fuse.net.

Upcoming meetings:  

March 17: Peter Huttinger from the Civic Garden Center will speak on “Victory

Gardens”

April 21: Jerome Wigner, Civic Garden Center volunteer and organic gardener, will

speak on “Lasagna and No Till Gardens”

May 19: Jeff Kapela, Krohn Conservatory volunteer, will speak on “Keeping the

Garden in Bloom”  !

(L to R) Michelle Breen, president, East Row

Garden Club, Mark Goetz, director of student

services for Newport Independent Schools, and

Julie Smith-Morrow, VP, Freestore/Foodbank

and Newport School Board member.
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Message from the Chair
by K. John Morrow, Jr.

The January meeting of the East Row Neighborhood was

held at the Stained Glass Theater at 8th and York

Streets, and created quite a bit of interest

among our membership in the schedule

for the coming spring. This coalesced

into a theater party being organized by

Pat Budd to attend the musical 1776 on

the evening of Saturday, February 21. If

you’re interested in attending, contact Pat at

pat.budd@gmail.com. We look forward to future field

trips to historic treasures throughout the city. 

Our February meeting - Tuesday, February 3 - will be

held at the Sanctuary at Sixth and Monroe, our regular

meeting place. !

Just a Reminder…

As we live in a historic district, it is important to consult

with Newport’s Historic Preservation officer Emily

Jarzen, prior to making any changes to the exterior of

your home. This ensures the work conforms to the guide-

lines for the Historic District. It is also necessary to display

a permit that shows the work has been approved.

Emily can be reached at 859.292.3637 or at

ejarzen@newportky.gov.  !

Bigfoot Spotted in 

Newport
From the desk of the Green Guru (a.k.a. K. John Morrow, Jr.)

Your “carbon footprint” is a measure of what your

lifestyle contributes to atmospheric carbon dioxide (CO2)

and to the process of global warming, which, if

unchecked, will radically alter world climate by the end

of the century. A big carbon footprint is today looked

upon as a sort of scarlet letter among global warmers, a

source of shame and derision. 

There are numerous web sites that allow you to estimate

your contribution to CO2 production (from home energy

use, travel and lifestyle activities), which in turn should

offer the possibility of lessening it. Alternatively, if you

knew the size of your footprint, you could continue to

live the same way and buy “carbon offsets” where you

invest in energy efficient technologies, tree planting, land

conservation and so forth. 

While voluntary actions are certainly to be encouraged,

one of major contributions of East Row residents to CO2

production is home heating. Given the construction of

our homes, there is very little we can do to change this. 

According to one of the web sites I checked, heating and

cooling an average American home for one year with

natural gas or electricity produces a carbon footprint of

very roughly five tons of CO2 equivalents. And no one

would claim that our East Row homes are average. I

haven’t calculated their heating and cooling carbon

footprint, but my guess would be that it is much higher.

To give you an idea of what this signifies, Americans on

average produce 20 tons of CO2 per person per year, far

and away the highest in the world, whereas as Europeans

make half that amount.

We certainly should do everything we can to lower our

energy consumption, since even if you’re a denier of global

warming, you could still save lots of bucks in the long run.

But we need to face up to the fact that any real change is

going to require government intervention on a massive

scale and extremely painful personal sacrifices.  !

TOGETHER Open through February
So many years with so much merchandise means well be open through
February.  Everything is 75% off and more… all gift items, art, rare and

collectible books, and our wonderful display armoires, counters and
shelves plus an assortment of tables and chests…it all needs to go.

Although hours are condensed, Friday 1-4, 
Saturday 12-5 and Sunday 1-4, you may call my cell 513/478-5156 for an

appointment any time and I will come right over.

Besides, its one more chance to see you!
Nancy Stephens

!!

!
!

!

! ! !

!
!

!

!
!    
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Music on the Avenue - 

10th Anniversary Recital Series
by Theo Baldwin

The Tenth Annual Music on the Avenue Recital Series at

St. John United Church of Christ in Bellevue is just

around the corner! Starting Friday, February 6, the series

will be held on five successive Friday evenings at 8 p.m.

(February 6, 13, 20, 27 and March 6.) As always, all

concerts are free and all are welcome.

I am looking for volunteers to serve as ushers at one or

more of the concerts. It is an easy task, and helps us

welcome the community.If you are interested, e-mail me

for more information at TheoBaldwin@aol.com.

February 6

“By a Woman Writ” - Songs Set To Women’s Prose and

Poetry

Mary Elizabeth Southworth, soprano

Philip Amalong, piano

**Community Art Show & Opening Night Reception

follows the February 6 concert!

February 13

Classical Chamber Music

Phillips-Hofeldt Piano Trio with Sheridan Kamberger 

Currie, viola

February 20

Songs of Gershwin, Porter and More!

Ann Chamberlain, vocals 

Phil DeGreg, jazz piano

February 27

Happy Birthday Handel!  Music of Handel, Bach,

Buxtehude and More

Apollo’s Cabinet with Joelle Harvey, soprano

Baroque Chamber Music Ensemble

March 6

Contemporary & Classical Vocal Music

Audrey Luna, soprano

Brad Caldwell, piano

**10th Anniversary Celebration follows

the March 6 concert!

St. John United Church of Christ

520 Fairfield Avenue, Bellevue, 859.261.2066 

www.StJohnChurch.net !

The Great Race
by Peter Lloyd

I’ve been reading Jack London stories these cold winter

nights. His heroic tales of dogs and the bleak, uncaring

vastness of Alaska have made their way into my dreams.

And lately, into my daytime flights of imagination.

The other afternoon, as I walked my Great Dane

granddogs Monk and Ella, I imagined that my two

strapping charges were pulling me across the frozen

Yukon at the head of the Iditarod Trail Sled Dog Race. 

It was a cold night. The moonlight drove our ghostly

shadows over the edge of a razorback mountain ridge.

High overhead the Northern Lights played havoc with

bright, oily colors.

“On, my brave huskies,” I cried, pretending to crack a

whip over their heads. 

Sure, I know Monk and Ella are not Siberian huskies. The

cruel Yukon would freeze them faster than me in my

down coat, insulated gloves, and heavy boots. But I’ll bet

they could out-pull any seven huskies. Even though this is

Ella’s first winter and first taste of snow. 

They pull so hard, it’s easy to pretend I have a grizzly

beard tinseled with ice, and that the small crowd

gathered in the park at the end of Fourth Street—Bob,

Mary, Heather, Ray, Bev, Jen, Michael, Virginia, Lauren,

Fran, Mary, Amy, Beth, and Michelle—is cheering us on

as we cross the finish line at Providence Way.

“We won!” I exclaim to my huskies as I unhook their

leashes. They dash across the field to their friends Hilde,

Zoe, Jenny, Bo, Snoop, Bodhi, Joe, Ruby, Bella, Agnes,

Fritz and Hilda, Scooby and Eleanor, Lucy, and Juliet.

Joining the group of humans bundled in their heavy

coats, I realize that Jack London has given me greater

respect for Mother Nature, especially when she’s in her

winter mood. We stamp the ground and blow into our

hands, while our dogs romp, oblivious to the cold.

Why didn’t she give us the fur we need to endure the

temperatures this time of year? Obviously, she likes dogs

better. !

ST.ST. JJOHNOHN
United Church of  ChristUnited Church of  Christ

ST.ST. JJOHNOHN
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Meet Your Four-Legged

Furry Neighbors
by Mary Beth Crocker

Who Loves Lucy?

The decision was made. No more cats. We didn’t need

— nor want—another addition to our family of four

felines. However, in April of 2003, when my husband,

Paul Goodwin, was out of town, this bony, scraggly,

gray-and-white long-haired ragamuffin of a cat appeared

from out of nowhere in our back garden, wailing

pathetically because she was so hungry. When I picked

her up, I promptly discovered she was pregnant. Several

days later, following a successful trip to the vet, a healthy

diet and plenty of naps, she gave birth to four wiggly,

warm kittens:  a quartet of miracles. 

Eventually, we found loving homes for the kittens and

their mother, but when the day arrived for Lucy and her

son Simon to move to their new home, I couldn’t give

her up. Apparently, the nice woman made a quick

decision when she saw the sad expression on my face. So,

luckily for Paul and me, she left our home with one cat

instead of two. 

What we’ve learned? Lucy is as affectionate and calm as

can be; absolutely nothing upsets her. She cuddles and

curls up like a pill bug and often snoozes inside an

antique cabinet that sits over a heat register. She’s fearless

when it comes to food, and while she has no idea what

to do with a real mouse — the two a year that manage

to sneak their way into the kitchen — she has been

known to jab a hole through two sheets of heavy foil to

steal a slice of pork.

Even so…we all love Lucy.  !

Lucy lives with Mary Beth Crocker and Paul Goodwin in their Fourth

Street home, along with four other cats. She posed for this

photograph, taken by Bruce Murray, during the East Row Garden

Club party, where she made a bed on Beth Murray’s coat.

HAPPY HOUR MONDAY THROUGH FRIDAY 4PM TO 6 PM
HALF PRICE APPETIZERS, DRINK DISCOUNTS

POMPILIO’S…”WHERE EAST ROW NEIGHBORS MEET”
6TH & WASHINGTON AVENUE - 859 581-3065

Patronize Your 

Newport Businesses
As January turns to February, it appears that the

country's economic situation continues to

deteriorate. While this is not unexpected - it was

predicted the economy would worsen before

getting better - we need to continue patronizing

our local businesses and dining establishments in

Newport and the surrounding communities. 

If big box stores like Circuit City are folding and

restaurants close their doors on a regular basis,

imagine what it must be like for the little guy,

trying to add value to the community while

making a living. So the next time you think about

going out for dinner or cocktails, picking up that

latest book, antique, or wedding cake, or taking a

yoga or Spinning class, think local. Newport has so

much to offer - let's make sure it stays that way.

Thanks.  

A D V E R T I S E  I N  

The Voice
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The Geothermal System 

is Installed
by Bruce Murray

In last month’s Voice, I wrote about Jennifer Haines and

Yolanda Borja’s expectations as they started the

installation of a geothermal heating/cooling system in

their home. When I recently followed up, I learned that

installing such a system is different for each home, and

changes are usually made during each installation. 

This time, while drilling the holes in the backyard of the

Park Avenue home, the drillers discovered limestone

below the “mud” in the yard. Because they weren’t

prepared to drill through limestone, they limited the

depth of the holes and drilled an extra hole: instead of

three holes at 200 feet there were four at about 160 feet.

At the start of the installation, there were estimates

ranging from needing three to five holes. 

Yolanda mentioned that the drillers are becoming

familiar with Newport geology, where they find “mud”

near the river and limestone in the hills to the south.

Apparently, this is not the first geothermal system in

Newport.

The system is running smoothly now, but since most of

the ductwork was replaced during the installation, it

needed a major adjustment when the front of the house

was very warm and the rear very cold. There will be

another adjustment period when the air conditioning is

turned on next summer, but once this is completed, there

should be no more major adjustments. 

The biggest change to date is in the way they manage

heating the house. They no longer turn the heat down at

night. The “hot” air coming out of the furnace is only

“warm”, a few degrees above the room temperature,

and it takes a while to make significant temperature

changes in the house, unless they use an expensive

electric auxiliary heating system. So the temperature

remains at about 70 degrees.  Like any other hot air

heating system, closing air vents can reduce the

temperature in individual rooms. 

The furnace is huge and the filter is large and thick, when

compared to the one in my shotgun-style house, but their

house is twice as big, so the size matches the house.  The

ductwork is normal and well insulated. 

While they are now comfortable with a heating system

that seems reliable, the first monthly bill in February will

tell about the savings. Some have estimated that it will

take as long as 20 years for the savings to pay for the

investment, but our antiques without insulation might

return the investment in as few as five years. The first few

utility bills should tell the tale.  !

Yolanda Borja stands by the “Water Furnace” in the basement of the

home. The furnace is slightly larger than conventional furnaces. 

The heat exchanger pipes coming into the house. They run from the

rear of the house to the front where the furnace is located.
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February’s

Schedule of Events
NEWPORT BRANCH

901 E. SIXTH ST., 859.572.5035

All events take place at the Newport branch of the

Campbell County Public Library, 

901 East Sixth St. 859.572.5035

Adventure Club:  Suess-a-Palooza  - 

4 p.m. Tuesday, February 3

Join us for a “butter battle,” a “Yertle the Turtle stacking

contest” and more fun activities based on your favorite

Dr. Seuss books!  Ages 6-11.  Please register.  

Newport Book Club - 

7 p.m. Tuesday, February 3

Join us in a discussion of this month’s book All the King’s

Men, by Robert Penn Warren.  Visitors welcome.  No

need to register.

Bi-Okoto African Drum Group - 

2 p.m. Saturday, February 7

In celebration of Black History Month, a drum group

from the Bi-Okoto Cultural Institute of Cincinnati will

give a performance of song, music, and dance for

everyone to enjoy and participate in.  All ages.  No

registration required.  

Harriet Beecher Stowe - 

7 p.m. Monday, February 9

Learn about the life and times of abolitionist and author

Harriet Beecher Stowe during a talk by Barbara Furr,

volunteer coordinator from Harriet Beecher Stowe

House in Cincinnati.  No registration required.  Adults.  

Adventure Club:  Mad Hatter Valentine Party! - 

4 p.m. Tuesday, February 10

Make a balloon hat and other fun activities!  Ages 6-11.

Please register.    

Manga and Anime Club - 

3:30 p.m. Wednesday, February 11

Join us as we watch and discuss anime and manga.  Ages

12-18.  Please register.

Adventure Club:  Come Meet Twister!  - 

4 p.m. Tuesday, February 17

Meet the Cincinnati Cyclones’ mascot Twister!  Children

ages 2-12 may read three books and win a child’s ticket

to a 2009 home Cyclones game!  Pick up entry forms at

the Library.  Please register.    

Fine Arts Fund Sampler Performance - 

12 p.m. Saturday, February 21

Join us for two family-friendly musical performances

sponsored by the Fine Arts Fund during the annual

Sampler Weekend!  No need to register.  All ages.

Stories Needed – Energy-

Saving Home Installations
We’ve published articles about a geothermal heating/

cooling system for the past two months, and will

probably include a follow up article next month. We

would like to find other energy saving installations in

Newport. 

Have you installed a solar energy system to generate

electricity or do you capture any solar energy for home

use?If youhave and you would like tohave an article

about your solar energy system published in The Voice

with the good points and problems, let us know! Send an

e-mail to  voice@eastrow.org. Someone will contact you

and write an article describing what you’ve done. !

Video Game Fest - 6:30 p.m. - 

Monday, February 21

Join us for Rock Band, DDR and Mario Kart!  Pizza and

snacks provided. You may bring your own Wii or PS2

video games, but ESRB rating must be T or E.  Ages 11-18.

History of Cincinnati Inclines - 

7 p.m. Monday, February 23

David Savage, a docent volunteer from the Cincinnati

Museum Center, will give a fascinating presentation on

the unique story of the rise and fall of Cincinnati’s

Inclined Plane Railways.  Adults.  No registration

required.

Adventure Club:  Culture Quest to Ghana! - 

4 p.m. Tuesday, February 24

Join us for an afternoon of adventure and exploration as

we jump into the fantastic culture of Ghana!  Ages 6-11.

Please register. 

F-A Construction & Remodeling Co.
ROBERT J. CHASTANG 

We Do Electrical Work

Phone: (859) 261.1900
Fax: (859) 261.3010
Cell: (859) 393.3406

859-581-6244
Email: Print@BeaconPrinting.com
BeaconPrinting.com
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