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What is the East Row Historic
Foundation?
by Bruce Murray

The East Row Historic Foundation was founded around 1981 by neighbors wanting
to protect their neighborhood and preserve the elegant antique homes here.
Founded as two separate organizations, it remained so until 2002 when the
Mansion Hill and Gateway neighborhoods merged. It is still a legally recognized
non-profit entity, and many of the founding neighbors still live here and participate
in neighborhood events. The initial purpose of the East Row Historic Foundation
was to work with the city and others to participate in decision-making processes
affecting the neighborhood and residents of the East Row. It was often a voice
against those who would take actions detrimental to the neighborhood. We still
have representation in city decisions through our Mansion Hill and Gateway
representatives on the Newport Citizen’s Action Committee.   

While the Historic District is generally safe from destruction, the East Row Historic
Foundation continues to work, through monthly meetings and several committees,
to protect and improve the neighborhood architecture and social life. The East Row
Historic Foundation, sometimes called the East Row Historic Neighborhood or East
Row Neighborhood, helped expand the Historic District in 2006 and is assisting
with the establishment of an expanded Courthouse Square Historic District. The East
Row Garden Club also began as part of the East Row Historic Foundation. 

In addition to historic preservation, there is a social side to the group. We organize
and sponsor the Victorian Christmas tour of local homes, the annual Block Party
and Yard Sale, plus members plant the urns on 6th Street. We publish The Voice,
have trips to Reds games, and last year sponsored a “Swim Night” at the Newport
City Pool.  Our web site, www.eastrow.org, contains guidelines and information
about building and renovation, a calendar for meetings and social events, copies of
The Voice and historical information. We welcome ideas for other neighborhood
projects or social events.

We are much more than “historic building huggers”, and while we continue to
protect the architecture, we have many social events and invite all residents to
attend our monthly meetings, meet neighbors, share ideas and help with
preservation and events. The meetings, which often have speakers of local interest,
are held on the first Tuesday each month, starting at 7 p.m. 

You can read the latest revision of our bylaws at our web site by following the link:
http://eastrow.org/PDFs/ByLawsRevised2007.pdf. �
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House for Rent 640 Oak

Street, Newport.

2-story historic home.

Recently renovated.

Spacious rooms.

Hardwood floors. Large

backyard. Walking

distance to The Levee

and downtown

Cincinnati. Washer and

dryer. Reduced $850/mo.

513-207-0582. 

F-A Construction & Remodeling Co.
ROBERT J. CHASTANG 

We Do Electrical Work

Phone: (859) 261.1900
Fax: (859) 261.3010
Cell: (859) 393.3406

Message from the Chair
by K. John Morrow, Jr.

The next meeting of the East Row Neighborhood will be
held on Tuesday, April 7 at 7 p.m. at our regular meeting
place, the Sanctuary, Sixth and Monroe Streets. Also
please note that May’s tentative meeting date is Tuesday
May 5, same location. �

Just a Reminder…
As we live in a historic district, it is important to consult
with Newport’s Historic Preservation officer Emily
Jarzen, prior to making any changes to the exterior of
your home. This ensures the work conforms to the guide-
lines for the Historic District. It is also necessary to display
a permit that shows the work has been approved.

Emily can be reached at 859.292.3637 or at
ejarzen@newportky.gov.  �

Report to the East Row:
How Green Was My Garden?
From the desk of the Green Guru

A “not green garden” sounds like a huge oxymoron if
there ever was one, but in the parlance of the environ-
mental movement these oxymoronic gardens are legion,
especially in the ‘burbs. According to National Wildlife
magazine, most home gardening produces more CO2

than it sequesters. Suburban gardens attempt to recreate
the verdant lawns of an English estate, and require
massive quantities of herbicides (to massacre offending
dandelions), pesticides (to get grass to grow in the
American Southwest and other regions where God never
intended it to) and water (which requires energy to
pump and purify the water that will wind up on the lawn
and evaporated back into the atmosphere). 

Maintaining a lawn requires an armada of gas powered
tools for mowing and trimming and tidying and chain
sawing. These gas-guzzlers pollute much more than
automobiles with their fancy catalytic converters. 

One adverse effect of the indiscriminate use of fertilizers
by home gardeners is runoff, which creates massive dead
zones of oxygen depletion when the material washes out
of the soil and finally reaches the ocean. Commercial use
of fertilizers by agriculture is also a major offender, but it
is much more carefully controlled and scientifically
applied, so its contribution is much less on a per-acre
fertilized basis. 

The article makes a radical suggestion for suburbia, but
one that might be accepted with equanimity within the
East Row: eliminate the grass and replace it native
flowers, ground cover and rock gardens.  Most yards in
the East Row are too small for expanses of grass, and the
spaces favor gardens that are heavy on ornamentals and
patios and very light on lawns.

So you might do yourself and Mother Nature a favor if you
check out the Department of Energy web site “Landscaping for
energy efficiency”, at www.eere.energy.gov or alternatively
http://planetgreen.discovery.com/go-green/gardening/
green-gardening-tips.html. I looked at them and there’s
lots of interesting ways to get green in your garden.  �

859-581-6244
Email: Print@BeaconPrinting.com
BeaconPrinting.com
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A Multi-Faceted Response 
to Geothermal, 
Light Bulbs and Dogs
An environmental editorial by Brady Ross

After receiving and reading my recent bulk delivery of
the latest issues of The Voice, I felt compelled to respond
to several of the topics mentioned in many articles. I
have a little more cynical view on the topics of global
warming and energy saving, and I also have fifteen years
experience in the HVAC industry where I learned much
about energy savings and geothermal energy. 

First of all, I would like to say that geothermal systems
are a fantastic way to heat and cool a structure. They are
not new though. I recall working on them in school
districts in the early nineties. They are just now becoming
more popular in the residential market. I recently (as a
project manager) installed a very large geothermal
system at the old Fernald site in Ross, Ohio, for their new
preserve Visitor’s Center, helping that building achieve
“Platinum”, the highest Leadership in Energy and
Environmental Design (LEED) award there is. It was the
first in the state of Ohio, and only the 100th worldwide.
At that site though, we used a pond instead of the earth
for the heat exchange. 

Basically the way geothermal works is that the earth or
the pond or the river is replacing the part of your heating
and cooling system that typically sits outside of your
home, also known as the condensing unit or heat pump.
In conventional systems, the condenser is where the heat
is rejected from your home in the hot months. Essentially
you are taking heat from somewhere you don’t want it
(inside) and expelling it to somewhere that it doesn’t
matter (outside) through a mechanical/chemical means.
A heat pump has the ability to reverse the air
conditioning cycle and pull heat from outside, even in
cold temperatures, and reject it to the inside of a home,
though it’s abilities are limited in colder climates like ours
and northward, and typically requires supplemental
electric heat to make up the difference. As mentioned in
prior articles, it is a different kind of heat. If you’re used
to gas or oil heat, you’re in for a big adjustment to how
these systems feel. The heat pump system runs a much
longer cycle at much cooler temperatures, heating a
space gradually and evenly. What you save in natural gas
or oil, you use in electricity, but usually at a lower cost.

Now light bulbs are another story. There are dimmable
bulbs out there, but all that I’ve seen are the dimmable
compact fluorescent flood light bulbs. As of yet, I’ve not
tried one. In the name of saving money, I am replacing
all my floods with them. I’ll let you know how they
work. Again, the environmental hype behind these bulbs
is overblown. They are mostly manufactured in China
where little is done to improve the environment in plants
that dump waste, uncontrolled, right outside their back

doors. (I know, I’ve been there and seen it). Also, these
bulbs contain mercury, so when we pitch them, what
happens to that material?

With all of the environmental hooplah going on these
days, poor guys like Peter and me with our Great Danes
are in danger of getting hit with a carbon tax if our large
pets should get gas or burp. Have you heard about the
ridiculous proposals for taxing sheep in New Zealand
because they burp too much? Methane emissions from
these animals will kill us all if the cholesterol from eating
their meat doesn’t first. 

I personally am not arrogant enough to think that we
(mankind) have the ability to “destroy” our planet. Sure,
we may make it unlivable for mankind, but not destroy
it. But the planet would recover in a few million years
and start again, this time hopefully without a human race
and be better off for it. So if you want to use geothermal,
go for it. Change your light bulbs too, but be truthful
about the reason. You’re doing it to save money, not
save the planet. Who knows - in ten years, some
environmental group will come along and tell you that
geothermal systems are bad for the planet, maybe even
charge you a carbon tax. So where’s the savings? Now
you are adding to the destruction of our great planet.  �

(continued next column.)

(Environmental Editorial Continued)

Get Some Window Box WOW!
Window boxes look great on all homes. but especially on
the historic homes in the East Row. Our smaller yards
lend charm to our homes, but sometimes limit our ability
to bring color to them! 

A new company, WOW Window Boxes, can help with
that. WOW is part-owned by East Row resident Bret
Schneider, a Washington Street homeowner. WOW will
sell you the window box, plant it, hang it and irrigate it
so it doesn’t dry out. All you do is enjoy. WOW plants
for all seasons and even with collegiate or pro team colors. 

“I joined WOW in January, and I’m so passionate about
this product! My house at 915 Washington has had
window boxes for the six years I’ve owned it. Previously,
as much as I watered, the window boxes dried out, the
plants died and I ended up replacing the flowers over
and over. Last year I painted the house and splurged a bit
and got new window boxes with the built-in drip system.
My plants lived all through last year and they were more
full and lush than ever before! Even over the winter they
looked great!” says Bret. 

If you think window boxes would look great on your
house, you can find more information at WOWs web
site, www.wowwindowboxes.com or call Bret at 513-
519-5131.  �

_____________________________
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HAPPY HOUR MONDAY THROUGH FRIDAY 4PM TO 6 PM
HALF PRICE APPETIZERS, DRINK DISCOUNTS

POMPILIO’S…”WHERE EAST ROW NEIGHBORS MEET”
6TH & WASHINGTON AVENUE - 859 581-3065

Meet Your Four-Legged 
Furry Neighbors
Meet Laila, the newest canine addition to the 400 block
of E. Fourth Street. Debby and Mike Dutle adopted the
reverse brindle female boxer puppy in February. She
comes with all the cuteness and
energy of any 3-month-old
puppy, and the veterinarian
assures Debby and Mike that
she, like all boxers, will keep
that energy and playfulness for
many years to come.

Neighbors on Fourth Street
know that the Dutles are used
to having a boxer as a pet. Biff,
their faithful companion for
nine years, accompanied them on walks, helped watch
the grandkids and entertained visitors to their home. Biff
truly enjoyed being around the neighborhood kids and
welcomed new neighbors (and their dogs). Biff passed
away this winter, leaving a hole in the Dutle’s life and
one in the neighborhood as well. 

Debby and Mike don’t
expect Laila to replace
Biff, but they already
know she has just as much
energy. Housebreaking and
crate training are current
priorities. Socialization and
obedience training will
soon find their way into
the schedule. Right now,
Laila is busy reminding
Debby and Mike just how
cute a puppy can be.  � John Hayden

Attorney at Law

505 York Street
Newport, KY 41071
859-491-1000

• Family Law
• Criminal Defense
• Bankruptcy Filing
• Estate Planning

Newport’s Flying Aces
by Peter Lloyd

Some poker players refer to two aces as a pair of bullets.
Some evenings, around five-thirty, you can see a pair of
bullets in the park at the north end of Linden Street—
Jenny and Ernie.

Ernie is an adorable beagle who lives with Dan and Lisa.
Jenny, a beautiful Australian shepherd, lives with
Heather. Either one of these flying aces is wonderful to
watch. Together, they burn up the grass, shooting along
like gunfire, just inches above the ground.

When the park is populated with more than a half dozen
neighborhood dogs, Jenny and Ernie never fail to draw
a chase. These low-flying lead dogs blaze a path, like
fighter jets with a long and wide wake—a canine contrail.

They sail in a straight line for a time, arcing gently to the
left and right with a trail of dogs hot on their hind ends.
Then the real fun begins when one or the other makes a
sudden, sharp turn. Grass and dirt fly. Dogs tumble and
roll, but the race goes on.

Jenny favors leading the pack in long, fast stretches of
gracefully bending curves. Ernie prefers to lead for a
while, then to break and scramble around back on his
pursuers, sometimes running under them and between
their legs.

On evenings like these, all the dogs are at their best. My
Great Danes Monk and Ella display the full glory of their
long, equine strides. And all the humans know that when
they return home, it’s safe to bet their pets will be dog-
tired.  �
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Another Sandwich Shop at
6th and Overton
by Bruce Murray

Another sandwich shop has opened Sixth and Overton
Streets – the former location of Levee Perk and MorningStar
Café. Don’t have too many details yet, but the shop, Blue
Stars Café, plans to be open Monday-Friday, 7 a.m. to 3
p.m., and Saturday from 8 a.m. to 1 p.m. There may also
be live music at times for special occasions.

We’ll keep you posted!  �

The East Row Green
Committee Meets
by Bruce Murray

It started several months ago and now it’s expanding.
John Morrow and Bruce Murray have met to determine
whether there are simple methods to reduce energy use in
our antique homes, and we've published a few suggestions
and articles about people in the neighborhood who are
"going green". The first meeting of an expanded "Green
Committee" met in March to discuss where we might find
information. We learned about several web sites, and
have possibly found a speaker for a future meeting. There
are seven people on the committee, and more are
welcome. We'll meet once monthly to discuss ideas, find
speakers for meetings and perhaps test some new "green"
items on the market. We'll report in The Voice and at the
East Row Historic Foundation meetings. 

If you're interested in participating let us know at
brucemky@yahoo.com or kjohnmorrowjr@insightbb.com. �

The Fusion Top 10
A new place to get fit opened in Newport this winter:
The Fusion Studio. Located at 648 Monmouth Street,
Fusion offers Spinning®, Pilates, yoga, personal training,
strength and cardio training, yogalates (yoga and mat
Pilates) and the Cycling Race Team. According to Fusion
Studio‘s Jamie Hoffpauir, you’ll find “exceptional,
cutting edge and exclusive fitness services for both the
endurance athlete and the everyday athlete.” There are
many classes to choose from and the studio is open seven
days a week. More information can be found at:
www.thefusionstudio.com. Their phone number is
859.802.2354.

And now for the Top Ten things to know about Fusion:
1) Fusion is an intimate and personalized studio.
2) Fusion specializes in training for both the endurance

athlete and the everyday athlete.
3) Fusion has a CompuTrainer that provides

computerized assessments of a cyclist's performance.
4) Fusion has a cardio area with treadmills, an

elliptical machine and spinning bikes.
5) Fusion is one of only two clubs in the Tristate area

that has "Human Sport" cable resisted (state-of-the-
art) strength equipment.    

6) Fusion offers the choice of membership or class
passes to fit your budget and lifestyle.    

7) Fusion offers different group classes including
spinning, yoga, Pilates, strength training, cardio mix
and bootcamp.    

8) Fusion offers a FREE 4-hour, double-feature spin
every Sunday.

9) Fusion offers additional services like personal
training, massage, assisted stretching, and more.    

10) Fusion offers all members a comprehensive fitness
assessment and a customized fitness program.  �

Gone, But Never Forgotten 
“For 16 years our dear Charlie has been a part of our lives
in a tender, irresistible and sometimes stubborn manner,
but always with unconditional affection. And as the years
passed, he matured into a
polite, guileless, stalwart
and obstinate gentlemanly
cat with the purest of
souls, the first in the dining
room for a dinner party
and the most melancholy
of our cats when we were
out of town.” We love
you, big guy.
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April’s
Schedule of Events
NEWPORT BRANCH
901 E. SIXTH ST., 859.572.5035

All events take place at the Newport branch of the
Campbell County Public Library, 
901 East Sixth St. 859.572.5035

Learn to eBay! Part 1 - 6:30 p.m. Thursday, April 2
Learn to use eBay to buy and sell your trash and
treasures. This is a two-part class. Please plan to attend
both sessions.  Adults.  Please register.

Book Club - 7 p.m. Thursday, April 7
Discuss this month’s book, Factory Girls by Leslie Chang.
Visitors welcome. 

Computer Basics - 10 a.m. Wednesday, April 8
This class offers training in the basic skills beginners need
to utilize the computer.

Manga and Anime Club - 3:30 p.m. Thursday, April 9
Watch and discuss anime and manga.  Ages 12-18.  Please
register.

Learn to eBay! Part 2 - 6:30 p.m. Thursday, April 9
Learn to use eBay to buy and sell your trash and
treasures.  This is the second part of a two-part class.
Adults.  Please register.  

Internet Basics - 2 p.m. Wednesday, April 15
Gain skills and understand concepts needed to utilize the
Internet.

Naruto Card Tournament - 1 p.m. Sunday, April 19
Registration begins at 1 p.m. and game play begins at
1:30 p.m.

ArtReach presents: Tom Sawyer - 
4 p.m. Tuesday, April 28
Join us as we follow Mark Twain's classic character as he
paints fences, fights pirates and meets Becky Thatcher.
Especially for grades 4-8.

East Row Garden 
Club News
by Michelle Breen

It's not easy being green, unless you’re a member of the
East Row Garden Club! The March 17 meeting (St.
Patrick's Day) of the East Row Garden Club featured
guest speaker Peter Huttinger of the Cincinnati Civic
Garden Center. His interesting and informative
presentation on Victory Gardens included information
on "green" manure (cover crops that add nutrients to the
soil), "green" insecticides (insect repellent plants), and
living "green" through composting. As an added bonus,
his slide presentation included information on the Civic
Garden Center's award-winning community garden
initiative, the mission of which is to help communities
reclaim neglected urban landscapes and plant gardens for
beautification, education and food.

Our speaker for the April 21 meeting will be Jerome
Wigner, a volunteer and organic gardener from the Civic
Garden Center. The topic is “Lasagna and No Till
Gardens.” Residents of Newport are invited to join us at
our monthly meetings, which usually take place the third
Tuesday of the month at The Sanctuary, Sixth and
Monroe Streets, unless otherwise announced.  Annual
membership is $30 per household. For more
information, contact Michelle Breen, president, at
mcbreen@fuse.net.

Save the Dates:

April 18-26: Cincinnati Flower Show at Symmes
Township Park. Be sure to check out the East Row
Garden Club’s entry in the container garden exhibit.

June 27 and 28: 2009 13th Annual East Row Garden
Walk 

Upcoming meetings:

May 19: Jeff Kapela, Krohn Conservatory volunteer,
speaking on “Keeping the Garden in Bloom”.  �


