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Garden Club Celebrates Successful
Garden Walk
by Mary Beth Crocker

Our historic neighborhood — and its residents — sparkled with vitality the weekend of
June 27-28 when nearly 700 visitors toured the nine stunning gardens and rest stop
during the 13th Annual East Row Garden Walk.

The event attracted visitors from as far as Batesville, Indiana, and mid-Kentucky who
were enthralled with the neighborhood’s first green roof garden, which was lush with
the textured foliage of five sedums, the blooming sun garden buzzing with bumblebees,
the flourishing cottage garden with hollyhocks, coneflowers and one beautiful black
calla lily, a terraced front garden and charming backyard garden filled with great ideas
including a colorful fish-themed table setting, the French potager (traditional kitchen)
garden with its neat rows of herbs, vegetables and perennials surrounded by a charming
iron fence, the Garden in Progress with its humorous screen that resembled an old
outhouse and hid the air conditioning unit along with the two charming symmetrical
courtyard gardens featuring stone pavers, decorative rock and brick.  

Several vendors were new this year including The Antiques Warehouse and What He
Hath Wrought (garden tables and shelves).

The Garden Walk also introduced the club’s new web site, a work in progress
(www.eastrowgardenclub.org), and attracted lots of media attention including the
Campbell County Recorder, Cincinnati Spotlight at WGUC, WLWT-Channel 5 and FOX 19.

Most important, a portion of the club’s proceeds from the tour will go to the ECHO
Soup Kitchen, which is operated by the Henry Hosea House and serves at least 150
meals each evening to residents of Northern Kentucky. A ceremony to present the check
will be scheduled in the fall.  �

Guests at Susan Ankenbauer's garden on Nelson place. People of all ages enjoyed the tour.
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Just a Reminder…
As we live in a historic district, it is important to consult
with Newport’s Historic Preservation officer Emily Jarzen,
prior to making any changes to the exterior of your
home.  This ensures the work conforms to the guidelines
for the Historic District.  It is also necessary to display a
permit that shows the work has been approved.

Emily can be reached at 859.292.3637 or at
ejarzen@newportky.gov.  �

Email: Print@BeaconPrinting.com
www.BeaconPrinting.com
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F-A Construction & Remodeling Co.
ROBERT J. CHASTANG 

We Do Electrical Work

Phone: (859) 261.1900
Fax: (859) 261.3010
Cell: (859) 393.3406

An East Row “Brick Wall”
by Bruce Murray

Rebecca Gilliam told me that John had built a brick wall
in their yard, and I didn’t give it another thought until
she asked a second time if I would like to see it. So I
stopped by their house. It’s much more than just a
“brick wall”. John and Rebecca Gilliam are members of
the International Brick Collectors Association and they
have many historic local bricks and a few from around
the world. The association even has a web site,
www.brickcollecting.com. 

John has always been a “collector” of various items, and
bricks started with patios. He started the wall a few years
ago and has added to it as they have found interesting
bricks, stonework, and appropriate parts for the wall.
They are fortunate to own the house next to theirs and
the wall separates the two yards but has a huge “door”
allowing passage. Bricks are labeled on both sides of the
nine-inch thick wall. 

Most bricks are labeled with the name of the manufacturer
or location, and ones found on the wall include: “Mt
Healthy”, “Texas”, “Alamo 3645”, “Mexico”, “Laclede
St. Louis”, “Union Paver”, Sciotoville”, “Fairmont WVA”,
“Cint’i no 1”,  and even “1928 Ohio Brick Plant, convict
Made”. John talks about visiting Russia a few years ago
and finding a brick outside Tolstoy’s home, which was
undergoing renovation.  He had a lot of explaining to do
to get a nine-pound Russian brick onto the plane home.

In addition, the wall is topped with stonework salvaged
from area homes being torn down. Parts from the local
Chinese gift shop are on the top of the wall.  John and
Rebecca continue to travel and collect bricks for the wall
and to trade with other collectors.  �
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Ft. Thomas Florist
and Greenhouses 

63 South Grand ave.

Ft. thomaS, KY 

Phone 859-441-8049

FaX 859-441-8046

SPrinG Store hourS

mondaY-FridaY 8:30 am-7:00 Pm

SaturdaY 8:30 am-6:00 Pm

SundaY 11:00 am-4:30 Pm

John Hayden
Attorney at Law

505 York Street
Newport, KY 41071
859-491-1000

• Family Law
• Criminal Defense
• Bankruptcy Filing
• Estate Planning

Pets and Owners 
by Peter Lloyd

I try to avoid referring to the person who takes care of a
dog or a cat as the pet’s owner. Not out of political
correctness. It’s a matter of accuracy. Anyone visiting the
park at the foot of Linden when it’s full of frolicking dogs
knows who’s in charge of whom.

Come to the park sometime and see. All you have to do
is watch Bev follow Snoop around on ten-bag afternoon.
Or notice how Hilde henpecks Bob. When she wants to
go to the park, she brings Bob his slippers. If he tries to
ignore her, she nudges the slippers at him until he takes
her. When they arrive, he complains to her that she just
sits. 

“Go run!” he demands. But she just sits. And still, Bob has
yet to turn Hilde down on a request for a walk.

No, people don’t own pets. If anything, it’s the other
way around. David and Elicia certainly don’t own Monk
and Ella. They prepare and serve them human food,
wash and comb their coats, make their beds, walk them,
talk to them, play with them, take them everywhere, buy
them more toys than some parents buy their children,
and clean up after them with double-duty bags. I’d call
them servants before I’d call them owners. David just dug
the Great Danes a four-foot-deep, personal latrine. It
requires daily doses of water and special enzymes. That’s
not care, that’s worship.

Of course, cat people are the high priests of pet worship.
My daughter Caitlin and her boyfriend Jason argue over
whether their cat Grizabella is a “Mommy’s Girl” or
“Daddy’s Girl,” based on whom she cuddles with at
night. That’s on top of the constant cooing, oohing,
ahhing, and endless baby talk. They’re more like hyper-
protective parents with their first baby.

We wouldn’t say we own our kids or our friends, so let’s
stop saying we own our four-legged companions, who
often treat us better than our two-legged kind. 

Three of Peter Lloyd’s dog tales will be included in the
second edition of Pets Across America, available this August.  

The Green roof was a popular attraction on this year’s Garden Walk.

East Row Historic District
Annual Yard Sale 
Don’t forget about the annual East Row Yard Sale,
coming up on Saturday, July 11, from 9 a.m. to 3
p.m. 

To register for the event, e-mail Joyce Chastang at
jinschool@fuse.net.

Over 100 residents participated last year, and it
seems to grow with every year. So clean out your
closets and your basement and de-clutter your life!
One man’s yard sale item is another man’s treasure. 

Don’t forget to have plenty of singles and change on
hand along with plastic grocery bags for people to
tote away their new-found goodies.

Keep your fingers crossed for good weather, and see
you at the Yard Sale!
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The Party Rocked the Block
This year’s annual East Row Block Party, held June 27, was
quite the success. Neighbors and friends ate and drank,
mingled, listened to music, played cornhole or jumped in
the moon bounce, and just generally had a great time.

Here are some pictures of the fun and festivities. Here’s
looking forward to next year!  �

“In the Dark” Traveling
Exhibit Showing at 
Newport on the Levee 
Newport on the Levee is pleased to announce the arrival
of “In the Dark”, a traveling exhibit produced by the
Cincinnati Museum Center, showing now through
September 7.

”In the Dark” is a hands-on, interactive exhibit that
allows visitors to enter some of the world’s areas with
little or no light.  Visitors can see how animals, plants and
people have adapted to dark environments.  The exhibit
features five walk-through areas, which include: The
Darkness of Night, Darkness Within
the Soil, Darkness Deep Within
Caves, Darkness of the Deep Sea and
Darkness and Humans. Each diorama
uses mechanical displays, life-size
animal models and informational
panels to surround visitors with the
sights, sounds, smells and sensations
of several dark ecosystems.

”In the Dark” is located outside on the Riverwalk Level next
to Cold Stone Creamery and across from Barnes & Noble
Booksellers. “In the Dark” will be open from 12-7 p.m.
Monday through Wednesday, 12-9 p.m. Thursday through
Saturday, and 12-6 p.m. on Sundays. Ticket prices are $8 for
adults, $7 for seniors and students and $6 for children and
military and can be purchased at the entrance to the
exhibit. Group discounts are also available. For more
information, please visit www.newportonthelevee.com �

Two young girls enjoy the music

A first Birthday Party at
the Block Party

Ian & Pat's tenth
Anniversary

Everybody enjoyed Cornhole

Can you find yourself?



East Row Garden Club News
by Michelle Breen

May the force be with you, and the East Row Garden
Club certainly is a force!  Wow! The membership, the
community, and the City all joined forces to produce a
spectacular Garden Walk event in the historic East Row!
The nine gardens featured on this year’s walk were superb!
Many thanks to all who gave of their time, gifts, and
resources to make this year’s walk a spectacular success!   

Come and join forces with us!  All residents of Newport
are invited to join the East Row Garden Club. Our
monthly meetings usually take place at The Sanctuary on
the corner of Sixth and Monroe Streets unless otherwise
announced.  Annual membership is $30 per household.
For more information, contact Michelle Breen, president,
at mcbreen@fuse.net.  Members begin to gather at 6:30
for social time; the business meeting commences at 7 P.M.

UPCOMING MEETINGS: 
July 21:  Susan Fix from
Natorps will speak on
“Outdoor Living”

August 18:  Paul Ellis from
Northern Kentucky University
will speak on “Alpine
Container Gardening”

September 15:  Bruce Murray,
Master Gardener and member
of the ERGC, will speak on “Clematis” �

Street Cleaning Season Has
Arrived!
Street cleaning season has started, so make sure you check
the signs posted to know when your side of the street is
due to be cleaned.  Make sure to move your car on street
cleaning day, or risk receiving a $20 parking ticket (and
having a leaf-strewn street!) �

Meet Your Four-Legged
Furry Neighbors
Say hello to Jeff Laine, Third Street resident, with his dog
Lanie. Lanie’s a very friendly pooch who greets everyone
when she’s in the front yard. �

Out enjoying an early summer day in the East Row.
5
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July’s Schedule
of Events 
at the Newport branch of the 
Campbell County Public Library, 
901 East Sixth St. 859.572.5035

Adventure Club:  Rock Painting - 4 p.m. Tuesday, July 7
Be a "rock artist" and turn stones into amazing creations!
All it takes is some paint, a few rocks, and a little
imagination. Wear old clothes!  Ages 6-11.  Please
register.  

Book Club - 7 p.m. Tuesday, July 7
Join us in a discussion of this month’s book A
Confederacy of Dunces by John Kennedy Toole.  Visitors
welcome.

Teen Cinema - 2 p.m. Wednesday, July 8
Take a break from the summer heat and come into the
Library to enjoy a movie.  Ages 12-18.  Please register.  

Create Your Own Tea Blends - 7 p.m. Thursday, July 9
Herbalist Abby Artemisia will discuss the health benefits
of various herbs and teas and the particulars of making a
great cup. Experiment and make your own tea blend.
Registration required.  

Adventure Club:  Magic Show - 4 p.m. Tuesday, July 14
Watch, laugh and be amazed as magician Tom Bemmes
pulls creatures out of a hat and performs other magic
tricks right before your eyes!  Ages 6-11.  Please register.  

Video Games - 3 p.m. Thursday, July 16
Are you the best in Dance, Dance Revolution? Do you
leave others in the dust with your Guitar Hero skills? Are
you unmatched at Star Wars Saber Duels? Play a game
you know or learn a new one. Bring your own or play
one of ours. Gaming begins at 3 p.m. and runs until 4:30
p.m. Ages 12-18.  Please register.  

Green Cleaning - 7 p.m. Thursday, July 16
Learn how to how to make your own eco-friendly
cleaning products! You'll leave with plenty of recipes and
a chance to make your own dishwashing or laundry
powder to take home.  Adults.  Please register. 

PNC Picnic - 11 a.m. to 1 p.m. Saturday, July 18
Food, Fun and Free Information courtesy of your
neighborhood PNC Bank! Visit our grill tent for a free
light lunch and book bag (while supplies last)! 

Young Jazz Messengers - 1 p.m. Saturday, July 18
Follow up the PNC Hot Dog Picnic with a rocking
performance from the Young Jazz Messengers. These five
students from the School for the Creative and Performing
Arts in Cincinnati will blow you away with their mad jazz
skills.

Ikebana Japanese Flower Arrangement Workshop -
2:30 p.m. Saturday, July 18
Koukichi Uchiyama, deputy director Sogetsu-Cincinnati
Branch will conduct a class on the Japanese art of flower
arranging, Ikebana.  The class will last approximately two
hours and will have a materials fee of $5 per person.
Participants will need to bring a small towel for mopping
up after arranging and pruning shears to cut stems.
Adults.  Please register.  

Adventure Club:  Harry Potter Party - 
2 p.m. and 4 p.m. Tuesday, July 21
Visit Hogwarts and do some magic of your own in
Potions Class, Care of Magical Creatures and Divination
Class!  Ages 6-11.  Please register.  

CD Photo Cubes - 2 p.m. Thursday, July 23
Make your own photo cubes out of CD cases. Bring your
favorite pictures we will provide the rest.  Ages 12-18.
Please register.

Learn to Budget with PNC Bank - 
7 p.m. Thursday, July 23
Join PNC Bank and learn how to stretch your money in
these troubled times. Adults.

Adventure Club:  Madcap Puppets - 
4 p.m. Tuesday, July 28
Oversized puppets tell three favorite Aesop's fables: The
Boy Who Cried Wolf, The Tortoise and the Hare, and
The Lion and the Mouse. Ages 6-11.  Please register.

‘Tween Summer Tie Dye - 3 p.m. Wednesday, July 29
Get messy and make a great new shirt using tie-dye
techniques! Ages 9-14.  Please register.

Video Games - 3 p.m. Thursday, July 30
Are you the best in Dance, Dance Revolution? Do you
leave others in the dust with your Guitar Hero skills? Are
you unmatched at Star Wars Saber Duels? Play a game
you know or learn a new one. Bring your own or play
one of ours. Gaming begins at 3:00 and runs till 4:30.
Ages 12-18.  

Art After Hours: Art Exhibition, Music, Wine & Food - 
7 p.m. Friday, July 31
The Newport Library will remain open until 10 p.m. to
showcase the work of 22 local artists from Northern
Kentucky and Cincinnati. The exhibit will feature a
variety of mediums and each artist will be available to
discuss their artwork. Live music will be performed by the
vocalist Saba, a Cincinnati native who specializes in jazz,
blues, and R&B.
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