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Burglary Prevention Tips
by Capt. Howard Neimeier

Burglary is a crime of opportunity.  Make a thief’s work risky and difficult, and you stand a
good chance of stopping them before they get in.  

Your first line of defense
To a burglar, visibility means vulnerability, so they hide behind fences and shrubbery.  The
key is to keep trespassers out while keeping your property visible. Keep hedges clipped down
to around waist-level, and use wrought iron fencing.

On the outside looking in
Burglars try the doors and windows first and if they encounter difficulty here, chances are
they will move on to another property.

DOORS
• Locks - use the strongest deadbolt locks with a minimum 1” throw bolt containing a

hardened, saw-resistant steel insert.  Attach the strike plate to the door frame with 4”
screws.  The double cylinder deadbolt lock requires a key from both sides, preventing a
burglar from breaking glass in the door and turning the knob from the inside.  Make sure
the cylinder of the lock has a steel guard—a ring around the key section.  

Remember, though, that a double cylinder deadbolt can also block your exit in an
emergency.  Check with your local law enforcement agency or building inspector to see
if these locks are permitted in your area.

• Hinges - Doors that swing out have hinges on the outside.  A burglar can easily remove
the hinge pins and lift the door out.  To foil this, remove the center screw from each side
of the hinge and insert a metal pin or headless screw on one side.  When the door is
closed, the end of the pin will fit into the opposite hole.   Thus, even if the pins are
removed, the door will remain bolted to the frame.

• Padlocks - Overhead doors, receiving doors, garage doors—all are typically secured with
padlocks and hasps.  Look for sturdy padlocks that don’t release the key until the padlock
is closed.  The padlock should be case-hardened with a 3/8” shackle to resist repeated
smashing.  Remember, a padlock is only as good as the hasps on which it is mounted; so
bolt hasps securely to a metal plate, and make sure the bolts are concealed when the
padlock is closed.  

• Door Construction - Burglars can kick in a weak door.  Replace hollow core doors with
solid core doors, or strengthen the existing ones with metal sheets.  Replace weak door
frames, or reinforce them with steel or concrete.  Protect glass in the door with steel bars
or mesh; or place a polycarbonate sheet over the glass on the inside. 

Next month: windows and other entrances, key control and alarm systems.

Please remember to report all burglaries and thefts to the police: Newport Police Department,
859-292-3622, or 911 in emergency situations. �



2

Saul’s Stays! 
by Jack Kerley

Saul’s Value Store at 817 Monmouth recently announced it
was closing after 72 years. I took the news hard: Saul’s is the
kind of clothing store that all but vanished when Wal-Mart
became ubiquitous: tight aisles with merchandise jammed
every which way, hand-lettered signs announcing specials
and a staff ready to dig through every last box in inventory
to find the size or color you need.

When I visited Saul’s to pay last respects (and pick up some
socks), I found “Closing” notices replaced with “We’re Staying
Open” signs. Owner Marvin Polinsky said other customers’
reactions mirrored my own: Newport was losing a piece of
history. It became a large reason he decided to stay in business.

“People were sad to see us go,” he said. “When I thought
about it, retirement isn’t for me. At least not yet.”  

It was great to hear. In the past twenty-odd years I’ve bought
only two pairs of jeans outside of Saul’s, those being from a
Wal-Mart in Grenada, Mississippi, when I was traveling and
forgot to pack pants. 

They never seemed to fit quite right, which I attribute to guilt
from my betrayal.  �

Saving the Brick and Mortar
Our Nation is Built On
by Bev Holiday, East Row Resident and Business Owner

What three independently-owned businesses would you miss
if they disappeared? Stop in. Say hello. Select an item that
brings a smile. Your purchases are what keep these businesses
open and our storefronts full.

If half of the employed population spent $50 each month in
locally-owned independent businesses for dining, entertainment
or shopping, it would generate more than $64.6 billion in
revenue. On a local scale, for every $100 spent, $68 returns to
the community through taxes, payroll and other expenditures.
If you spend that in a national chain, only $43 stays in the
community. Spend it online and nothing comes home. The
number of people it takes to start the trend...one. You.

Thank you for supporting local businesses. Remember the
businesses in historic Newport, "where unique gifts come in
small boxes" for your dining, entertainment and shopping
needs.  �

Holidays Begin with East Row’s
Victorian Christmas Tour
by Mary Beth Crocker

Each December, the East Row Historic District exudes the
magic of the holiday season when its residents open their
doors for the annual Christmas tour. Seven homes and the
beautifully restored Gen. James Taylor Mansion, which
houses the law firm of Gerner & Kearns Co., will be
decorated with holiday finery during the 16th Annual
Victorian Christmas Tour from noon to 6 p.m. this Saturday
and Sunday (December 5-6). Six homes will open to the
public for the first time.

New this year is a Victorian Christmas Tea, a traditional
savory-sweet English tea, which will be will be served at a
circa-1875 home in the neighborhood during two seatings, at
1:30 p.m. and 3 p.m., both Saturday and Sunday. 

Discounted advanced tickets for both events are available
online at www.eastrow.org or at Kentucky Haus, 411 E. 10th
St. Tickets for the tour and Tea are also available at the James
Taylor Mansion, 335 E. Third St., during tour hours.

A portion of the proceeds will go to St. Paul’s Food Pantry,
operated by St. Paul’s Episcopal Church in Newport. St.
Paul’s Food Pantry serves an average of 200 families per
month in Newport and Bellevue.  �

Enjoy Tea’s Simple Pleasures 
by Carole Weitner

Step back in time and enjoy the simple pleasure of tea at this
year's Annual Victorian Christmas Home Tour and Victorian
Tea. Afternoon tea, which will be served both days of the
tour (Dec. 5 and 6), is by tradition a time of conversation
and sharing over a pot of tea and delightful treats - savory
finger sandwiches, scones and jam, tarts, cookies, breads and
other sweet tidbits. This year's Victorian Tea has been crafted
with those ideals in mind.

Jan Pifer, of Indianapolis, is a relative of Newport's founding
family, and has graciously volunteered to allow us to use and
display some of the silver, china and other serving pieces in
her possession from the James Taylor family. Jan will also be
bringing Dolley Madison with her, as Mrs. Madison, wife of
our country's fourth president, James Madison, was a relative
through marriage of the Taylor family. Dolley will be here
visiting and sharing her knowledge of early Newport, the
Taylor family and life in earlier times. Other glimpses into the
past are still being refined.

Missy Richardson and Carole Weitner are hosting the tea,
which will be served starting at 1:30 p.m., both Saturday and
Sunday, at 702 Overton. Tickets for the tea are $18 in
advance for adults, $20 the day of the tour and $15 for
children. Seating is limited both days. If you are looking for
a gift idea for friends, employees or relatives, consider a
ticket to the tea. It will be a unique gift offering a delightful
glimpse into a simpler, more gracious time.  �
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Services Include:
• Weekly Walks
• Vacation Sitting
• Cat Care

dirtyfeetpetcare@yahoo.com • Insured by Business of Carolinas and Member of NAPPS

Empowered Residents of
Newport on Facebook
by Bret Schneider 

I want to introduce myself. My name is Bret Schneider and I
have lived at 915 Washington for the past seven years, fixing
it up and trying to make the community better. You have
likely seen my partner Jason or me walking our dog Chase.
He's a huge white dog, and we recently got another named
Cody, so we'll be even more noticeable! 

Over the past few years, I feel like the neighborhood has lost
momentum, I noticed it particularly on my street. Today I
lost my temper and yelled at the owner/landlord of several
of the problem rental units around me. At best I can describe
this man as an absentee landlord and at worst, well, I'll just
leave it at much more than that. I was so upset after
witnessing yet another disturbance at an apartment owned
by this landlord. The constant suspected drug activity,
prostitution and other disturbances which almost always
originate from these units leave me feeling helpless,
powerless and tired of fighting for the neighborhood I love
so much. I feel like I call the police regularly when problems
occur and they reply appropriately. But the root problem is
still unresolved. I have even resorted to calling the landlords
themselves. Even that hasn't helped because they don't seem
to care what happens to this neighborhood as long as they
get their money for that week. 

As I stewed in my anger, the thought occurred to me that I
was upset because I felt this was happening around me and
there was nothing I could do about it. I figured if I felt like
this there must be others frustrated with things in our
otherwise great neighborhood. 

Instead of feeling powerless to Newport’s changes, I would
like to feel empowered, to create an interactive community
so other residents can have a voice and a forum from which
to affect change. To facilitate this, I created a page on
Facebook: "Empowered Residents of Newport" It's my hope
that you'll become fans of the group. If you're like me, you're
already on there! Then we can begin having conversations
about our frustrations and celebrate accomplishments. And
through talking with each other hopefully we can get to
know each other too. �

ERGC Elects 2010 Officers
by Michelle Breen 

The East Row Garden Club elected new officers for 2010 at
its November meeting.  The ERGC is pleased to announce
that the new president will be Elizabeth Shely and the new
vice president will be Carol Weitner.  Returning as treasurer
and secretary will be Monica Gardner and Rene McPhedren
respectively.   Please consider joining the ERGC in 2010!   It
should be a fun and productive year under such capable
leadership!  

The ERGC would also like to put out a call for gardens for
the 2010 East Row Garden Walk.  If you would like your
garden to be considered for the tour, or if you know of any
attractive gardens that should be considered, please contact
Elizabeth Shely at kyeagl@fuse.net or Michelle Breen at
mcbreen@fuse.net.  The garden walk is tentatively scheduled
for the last weekend in June, and is a wonderful way to
showcase the neighborhood and give back to your
community.  A portion of the proceeds from the East Row
Garden Walk go to local charity groups.

There is not a regular ERGC meeting scheduled for
December, as the club will be hosting its annual Christmas
Party on Dec. 15, for all dues-paying members, at the home
of Jeff and Missy Richardson.  All members who plan to
attend must RSVP!  Regular meetings will resume Jan. 19,
2010 at the Sanctuary. �



4

December’s Schedule
of Events 
at the Newport branch of the 
Campbell County Public Library, 
901 East Sixth St. 859.572.5035

Book Club - 7 p.m. Tuesday, Dec. 1
Join us in a discussion of this month’s book Pigs Have Wings
by P.G. Wodehouse.  Visitors welcome. 

Adventure Club:  Frisch Marionettes Puppet Show!
4 p.m. Tuesday, Dec. 1
Join us for a lively puppet show that the entire family will
enjoy!  Ages 6-11.  Please register. 

Cookies with Santa - 1 p.m. Saturday, Dec. 5
Stop by between 1–2 p.m., have your picture taken with
Santa and enjoy his favorite treat – milk and cookies!  

Chris Comer Trio presents Holiday Jazz - 
2 p.m. Sunday, Dec. 6
Celebrate the season with Chris Comer Trio for an afternoon
of jazz.  No registration required.

Adventure Club:  ArtReach presents:  
The Fantastic Toy Shoppe - 4 p.m. Wednesday, Dec. 9
When a mysterious gentleman arrives in search of a special
toy, the toymaker's kindness sparks a series of magical events!
Please register. 

Teen Cinema - 3:30 p.m. Thursday, Dec. 10
Join us for a movie!  Snacks provided.  Ages 12-18.  No
registration required.

Card and Board Games - 3:30 p.m. Thursday, Dec. 17
Learn a new game or play an old favorite.  Ages 12-18.  No
registration required.

Yu-Gi-Oh Tournament - 9 a.m. Saturday, Dec. 19
Registration begins at 9 a.m. and game playing begins at 10
a.m. for this all-day tournament.  No registration required.

John Hayden
Attorney at Law

505 York Street
Newport, KY 41071
859-491-1000

• Family Law
• Criminal Defense
• Bankruptcy Filing
• Estate Planning

625 Monmouth St. (also accessible from Dayton St.)

Beautiful Fraser Fir Trees (6-7 ft.)

Only $39.95

Peluso's Christmas TreesPeluso's Christmas TreesPeluso's Christmas TreesPeluso's Christmas TreesPeluso's Christmas Trees

Hundreds of Trees on Display - 3 to 12 ft. Tall
Open 10 am - 8 pm    Nov. 21 thru Dec. 24

www.4christmastrees.biz

Newport’s Best Kept Secret! Tom Mitts
Manager

Knit-On Moves to Newport
by Elaine Kerley

If you haven’t noticed already, Knit-On knit shop has moved
to the corner of 8th and Monmouth, in the former Reser’s
Bike spot. I discovered the shop (then in Bellevue) four years
ago when I wanted to learn how to knit something that was
not flat (i.e. scarf or afghan).  I signed up for the learn-how-
to-knit socks class - what a hoot! I loved the very small class
size and the one-on-one attention the instructor gave each of
us. The self-striping yarn I selected resulted in the coolest pair
of socks ever.  With winter quickly approaching, now is the
time to select a fun, cozy project.  The staff at Knit-On will
help you with pattern ideas and yarn selection. There are
projects and yarns available at a variety of prices. 

If you don’t know how to knit, go to www.knit-on.com and
check out the beginner’s class schedule. There are also classes
on knitting socks, hats, mittens, slippers and many other
delightful projects. There is even information on a January
weekend knitting retreat.  Let’s support this and all the other
Newport businesses. They make our community unique. �

F-A Construction & Remodeling Co.
ROBERT J. CHASTANG 

We Do Electrical Work

Phone: (859) 261.1900
Fax: (859) 261.3010
Cell: (859) 393.3406

Email: Print@BeaconPrinting.com
www.BeaconPrinting.com

859.581.6244
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