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The East Row Neighborhood Watch
The first training for East Row block captains was held Nov. 19 at the Morning Star Christian
Life Center. A total of 14 residents volunteered to be watch captains for their respective
blocks. What a great start!

Captain Niemeier, the program coordinator, presented training materials and answered
questions for the 11 block captains in attendance. A primary and basic concept of the
Neighborhood Watch program is to get to know who your neighbors are and how to
communicate with each other. A block captain’s role is to lead/develop a watch program for
their respective blocks based on the premise that neighbors are the eyes and ears of the
community and can play a big role in spotting criminal activity by just watching and
networking with each other. Over the next few weeks, current block captains will be
knocking on doors and/or calling and e-mailing neighbors on their respective blocks in order
to begin the process of developing an active watch program. So, if you’re lucky enough to
have a watch program for your block in this early phase of the East Row Neighborhood
Watch Program development, please welcome your neighborhood block captain and
become an active member of your block’s program. 

Names and contact information for block captains appear below so you may reach out,  get
information and get involved in the program:

Emily Anderson; emilyjanderson@mac.com; 600 block of Linden
Sara Kellogg; gokellogg@gmail.com; 700 block of Linden
Carolyn Rollin; CarolynR77@aol.com; 800 block of Maple
Bev Holiday; kyhaus@fuse.net; 600 block of Monroe
Tina and Gary Michel; tina.michel8@gmail.com; 700 block of Monroe
Ted Kennedy; tkiowa@msn.com; 800 block of Monroe
Chet Nalepa; cnalepa@hotmail.com; 600 block of Overton
Carole Weitner; caroleweitner@gmail.com; 700 block of Overton
Lynn Schraber; lynnschraber@gmail.com; 300 block of Park
Bernis Combs Jr.; bgmmmm@fuse.net; 700 block of Park
Bret Schneider; bret@wowwindowboxes.com; 900 block of Washington
Mary Beth Crocker; marybethcrocker@fuse.net; 200 block of Fourth Street
Bob Chastang; Rchastang@fuse.net; 500 block of Fourth Street

The next meeting for block captains will be on Jan. 14, 2010 at the Morning Star Christian
Life Center, 510 Park, at 7 p.m.  Block watch captain volunteers are needed for all blocks not
covered and are invited to attend this meeting. Missy Richardson and Joy Bishop are the
contact persons for questions, information and signing up to be a block captains. Missy is the
Gateway representative and can be contacted at Missyrichardson@earthlink.net; Joy Bishop
is the Mansion Hill representative and can be contacted at therestitis@aol.com. �

HappyNewYear!
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From the Desk of the Green
Guru 
Dracula Lives – in the East Row
by K. John Morrow

At the midnight hour, the house is black as a tomb, the wind
whistles in the trees, and as you tiptoe through the rooms,
they are everywhere: VAMPIRES! The green glow of LEDs
transforms our darkened houses into starry night skies,
betraying the presence of these evil little blood suckers of
electricity. 

“Phantom power”, also known as “phantom loads” or
“vampire power”, is the name given to the energy being
consumed by appliances when they are plugged in, but not
operating. And, according to Christina Anderson of the
Cincinnati Zoo, these invaders from Transylvania belch out
an extra 97 billion pounds of carbon dioxide per year. They
comprise a rogue’s gallery of chargers, DVD players,
computers, televisions, battery chargers and other assorted
miscreants. 

How to get them back in their coffins? Ms. Anderson and
other promulgators of the green recommend the use of surge
protectors that can extinguish a gaggle of gadgets
simultaneously, and may save you from frying your
appliances during an electrical storm. Not only does this save
a substantial amount of money on your electric bills, but a
national commitment to extinguishing unneeded appliances
could potentially allow the country to close down 17 power
plants.

So perhaps it’s time to call the stakeholders together, storm
the castle and drive figurative wooden stakes through the
hearts of this army of the night. 

Your planet will thank you for it.  �

Kudos Neighbor! 
by Marlane Vaicius

For my girlfriend and fellow East Row resident, Beth Hoffman,
hard work and dedication made a dream come true. 

Formerly co-owner and president of an interior design
studio, Beth decided to pursue her dream and write a novel.
After selling her portion of the business, she went home and
began to write. I can't count how many times I returned
home from a late-night flight, pulled to the curb and parked,
and saw Beth's ponytail framed in the lit window of her
home office across the street. This went on for four years.

When her novel, Saving CeeCee Honeycutt, was finished and
ready to be presented to the publishing world, I remember
sitting in Beth’s office as she read me the query letter she’d
composed. She sent it off to a literary agency and within days
she was under contract with
Inkwell Management in New
York.

I’ll never forget the windy
night I was driving home
from a meeting. Traffic was
jammed and I was tired. My
cell phone rang and when I
answered, Beth squealed,
“Viking-Penguin just bought
my novel, and they did it in a
pre-empt!” This happened
less than 24 hours after her
manuscript was submitted to
the publishing giant of
women’s fiction, Pamela
Dorman. Beth told me all about it, and then we did what
girlfriends do when good news is shared—we shrieked like
teenagers. 

Her book will be published in hardcover and Audio CD, and
foreign rights have already sold to seven countries.
Bookspan, commonly known as Book of the Month Club,
purchased rights, and Doubleday Book Club has chosen it as
a “Main Selection” for 2010. 

Library Journal awarded Beth’s novel the rare “starred”
review, and Carol Fitzgerald, co-founder and President of
Book Reporter says, “For those who loved Steel Magnolias
and The Help, and authors like Fannie Flagg and Rebecca
Wells, this book will be a treat…” I’ve read the manuscript
and I can attest to the accuracy of that statement.

To find out more, you can visit Beth’s Web site:
www.BethHoffman.net. She begins her book tour on Jan.
12, and will travel extensively throughout the South and as
far west as Dallas.

I’ve lived in the East Row Historic District for many years,
and what often strikes me is that besides being a truly lovely
place to live, it has many talented residents.  �

The Voice Advertising Rates
Voice ads are available as noted below. All printing is black and
white, and good quality photographs are permitted. A prepaid full
year (12 issues) is billed at the price of 11 ads.

Card Size . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $30
Double Size  . . . . . . . . . . . . . $55
Quarter Page . . . . . . . . . . . . $70
Classifieds  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $10 - For two lines

To place an ad, contact  ads@eastrow.org
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Keeping Your Architectural
Appointments Safe
by Terry Rasche

Architectural appointments have become hot commodities
for decorating and restoration in historic areas. Needless to
say, the East Row has generated substantial interest in recent
years for their original and reproduced period items. We
have witnessed items (wrought iron fence and gates, garden
items, stonework, and copper downspouts) become recent
targets of thieves. Now, before more horses are out of the
barn, we may have an opportunity to close that door.

Recently, an antique leaded door and transom were stolen
from a house on York Street, and closer to home, we see the
evidence of theft in a boarded-up third floor opening of a
home on East Third Street. These events remind me of the
1980’s and 90’s in the Cincinnati area, and throughout the
Midwest, as homeowners and churches lost their prized
leaded and stained glass to thieves. Back then, most of the
treasures were taken from vacant homes or homes
advertised as for sale, An antique dealer was credited with
80 percent of the thefts or he purchased stolen panels from
local thieves. Pennies on the dollar were paid for these
panels. Some of them were recovered, but many went
unclaimed as un-identifiable. Before anything like this
happens again, I would like to offer some valuable advice
that helped in recovering some windows 20 years ago.

1. Check with your local locksmith to get an evaluation on
the quality and condition of your door and window
locks.

2. Lights and alarms are always a good deterrent.
3. Have your neighbors keep an eye out for unusual activity,

and take note of license numbers of strange vehicles.
4. In case of a loss of the stained glass from theft, vandalism

or other catastrophe, document ownership by:
• taking pictures (preferably digitals) of the entire

window, from both sides, close-ups and from a
distance. Note any breaks or cracks.

• taking a rubbing of the panel by placing a thin paper
over the panel, and gently rubbing the long edge of a
crayon over the paper, high-lighting lead lines. This
produces the exact pattern of the panel. This can be
used to identify, if necessary, or re-produce the panel if
need be at a major cost savings, as it reduces the labor
of drawing patterns. Make notes of colors and textures.
Send pictures of the panels to storage or a friend, in
case you lose your storage or computer.

If you do lose your windows, call the police, your neighbors,
and spread pictures and information to as many sources as
possible: antique dealers, stained glass studios, and Cincinnati
Police C.I.S. property crimes. (513.352.3543). They have set
up an information clearinghouse of stolen architectural antique
items. If you should have any questions, or need help with
this issue, call me at 859.441.6511. �

F-A Construction & Remodeling Co.
ROBERT J. CHASTANG 

We Do Electrical Work

Phone: (859) 261.1900
Fax: (859) 261.3010
Cell: (859) 393.3406

MadisonMadison
Tree Care & LandscapingTree Care & Landscaping

The Emerald Ash Borer (EAB)
is now here and has already
killed 1,000's of Ash trees in
the Cincinnati area.

The City of Newport has
informed us that they will not
be treating any street Ash
trees against the EAB. This
means that in 3-5 years,
Newport’s Ash trees will likely
be infected, unless they are
treated now.

Losing established, large
street trees can greatly affect 
the value of your East Row
Historic District home and can
take decades to regrow.

Save your Ash trees. Call us
today.

Tree Care
Plant Health Care

Consulting Arborist
Landscaping
Lawn Care

Snow Removal
_____________________

513-576-6391
www.MTCandL.com
_____________________

Serving the
Cincinnati & Northern

Kentucky areas
since 1946.

Email: Print@BeaconPrinting.com
www.BeaconPrinting.com

859.581.6244 3939YearsYearsYearsYears        1971-2010
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January’s Schedule
of Events 
at the Newport branch of the 
Campbell County Public Library, 
901 East Sixth St. 859.572.5035

Computer Basics - 10 a.m. Thursday, Jan. 7
This class offers training in the basic skills beginners need to utilize the
computer.  Please register.

Adventure Club:  Ronald McDonald Visits the Library!
4 p.m. Thursday, Jan. 7
Ronald is ready for adventure and will be juggling and reading his way
to a great time! Don't miss out!  Ages 6-11.  Please register. 

Teen Advisory Group - 4 p.m. Friday, Jan. 8
Add your voice and ideas to future teen programming and sign up
today!

Book Club - 11 a.m. Tuesday, Jan. 12
Join us in a discussion of this month’s book Early Poems by Robert
Frost.  Visitors welcome.

Teen Writer’s Club - 6 p.m. Tuesday, Jan. 12
Get new ideas, offer and get advice from other teens. Ages 12-18.
Please register.

Computer Class: Introduction to the Internet
10 a.m. Wednesday, Jan. 13
This class will assist you in gaining skills and understanding the concepts
needed to utilize the Internet.  Please register.

Adventure Club:  Culture Quest to Brazil - 4 p.m. Thursday, Jan. 14
Listen to traditional Brazilian music, try a snack and take home a craft!
Ages 6-11.  Please register.

Intermediate Photoshop Elements 6 - 7 p.m. Tuesday, Jan. 19
Learn how to whiten eyes and teeth, convert photos to black and white,
change colors, and lose 10 pounds instantly! Adults. Please register. 

Modeling with Dave - 6 p.m. Wednesday, Jan. 20
Dave Anderson will show teens how to create a wood model with
ease.  Kits and snacks provided.  Ages 12-18.  Please register. 

Adventure Club:  A Visit from Twister! - 4 p.m. Thursday, Jan. 21
The Cincinnati Cyclones mascot will be here with a special prize for any
kid who reads three books!  Ages 6-11.  Please register. 

After-Hours Teen Game Night - 7 p.m. Friday, Jan. 22
Go head-to-head against your friends in Guitar Hero, Wii, board games
and much more.  You may bring your own games, but ESRB rating
must be T or E.  Pizza and snacks provided.  Ages 12-18.  Please register. 

Advanced Photoshop Elements 6 - 7 p.m. Tuesday, Jan. 26
Learn raw basics, a classic vignette effect, neutral density gradient filter,
add color to a black and white photo and much more!  Adults.  Please
register.

Adventure Club:  Sock it to Me - 4 p.m. Thursday, Jan. 28
Create sock puppets that are sure to impress!  Socks provided.  Ages 6-
11.  Please register.

John Hayden
Attorney at Law

505 York Street
Newport, KY 41071
859-491-1000

• Family Law
• Criminal Defense
• Bankruptcy Filing
• Estate Planning

St. John United Church of
Christ’s 11th Annual Music on
the Avenue Series
by Theo Baldwin

The 11th Annual Music on the Avenue recital series will be
upon us very soon.  How quickly a year goes by!  Here is
your first peek at concert information, opportunities to
provide financial support for the series, and opening night
art show information. 

St. John United Church of Christ welcomes everyone to the
11th Annual Music on the Avenue Series. This series is our
musical gift to the community, and features free concerts of
jazz, classical, vocal, and instrumental music. We showcase
both young, promising talent as well as nationally — and
internationally — recognized professional artists. The St. John
sanctuary offers an intimate and rich acoustical environment,
and features a traditional pipe organ and grand piano. Join us
for Friday evenings of music in 2010:  Feb. 5, 12, 19, 26 and
Mar. 5. All concerts begin at 8 p.m., and are free of charge. 

We are very pleased to host two amazing ensembles this
year: the Miami University Steel Band, and the Butler
University Chorale (Indianapolis).  We will also feature fine
programs of diverse vocal and instrumental music. Please
spread the word to your friends! 

Music on the Avenue is considered one of the premiere
concert offerings in greater Cincinnati, and we depend on
your donations in order to present these high-caliber
performances at no charge.  We offer opportunities for major
donors (Cornerstone Fund), individual concert sponsors, and
Friends of the Series acknowledgements. Your donation at
any level would be much appreciated.  

Do you know a local artist who would enjoy displaying his or
her works? We will showcase local artists at the opening night
celebration, which follows the Feb. 5 concert. This event
honors our Cornerstone Fund contributors, and is a
wonderful opportunity to mingle with lovers of music and art.

Interested artists can contact me at TheoBaldwin@aol.com or
at 859-581-0493. I look forward to seeing you at the series!

St. John United Church of Christ, 520 Fairfield Avenue
(corner of Ward and Fairfield Avenues), Bellevue.

http://www.stjohnchurch.net/events/2010recitalseries.html

Combined Lock & Door Service
Quality & Efficiency At A Reasonable Price

Serving You Since 1949

1023 Monmouth St. Bob Boss
Newport, KY 41071 (859) 581-7177


