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New Year's Resolutions 
for Your Old Home

Most of our beautiful homes in the East Row were built before 1920.  While 
they are well-constructed with better materials than we have today they do 

require maintenance.  Here are a few tips to keep your historic home 
happy and healthy in 2012, and for many years to come.

Repair and maintain historic wood windows
A properly maintained historic wood window with a storm window can be just as energy 
efficient as a new window. Remember, vinyl, aluminum, and vinyl clad windows are not 
permitted on front and readily visible side facades.

Maintain historic entry doors
Original doors are of primary importance to the character of an historic residence. Doors on 
readily visible facades may not be replaced without a COA approving that restoration is 
infeasible or economically impractical.

Secure basement windows without glass block
Wrought iron, wire security grates, or laminated glass are appropriate and effective 
alternatives for security purposes.

Repair wood siding and shingles
Frame weatherboard and/or wood shingles are essential historic features that should be 
retained. If replacement is necessary, wood is the only permitted material.

Leave masonry in its natural state
Painting brick can harm your walls by trapping moisture inside. Painting of masonry which 
has never been painted is not permitted.

Repair and maintain boxed gutters
Many buildings in the East Row have boxed gutters, which are sunken behind the eaves. There 
are many local companies that can repair these.  Original boxed gutters may not be removed.

Keep all chimneys
Brick chimneys and clay chimney stacks are a significant architectural feature. To maintain 
our streetscape, removal of readily visible or decorative chimneys is not permitted.

Retain cast iron fencing
Cast iron fences may not be removed or replaced with new fence materials.

Select paint colors appropriate for your home's style
Appropriate paint colors are an important defining feature of a building. Paint colors 
should be appropriate to your home's age, style, and design.

If you're not sure whether your project requires a COA, ask!
Any exterior alterations require a COA. Asking about a COA before starting your project 
can save time, money, and hassle. For COA questions, please contact Newport's Historic 
Preservation Officer, Scott Clark (859-655-6347, sclark@newportky.gov).
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2011 Victorian Christmas Tour
Wrap-Up
by Pat Budd

The 18th Annual Victorian Christmas tour was a wonderful
success, due to our great publicity and the reputation the tour
has gained over the years. We had approximately 800 guests,
plus approximately 150 additional attendees who were
sponsors and volunteers. This is a slightly higher attendance
from last year. We also had approximately 130 guests at our
Tea. 

We are grateful, as always, to our wonderful homeowners – 
Boots Dyas, Ray Westenhofer, Mark Ramler, Iris and Jim Bush,
Barbara Duty, Chad Reynolds, and Sam and Nancy
Hollingsworth – for graciously opening their homes for our
wonderful tour. Nothing can come close to the impact of your
personal touch in greeting visitors and demonstrating what a
wonderful neighborhood we have.

Special thanks to Rosemary and Jeff Weghorst for hosting the
Victorian Tea and to Missy Richardson and Carole Weitner for
organizing the Tea and baking, baking, baking!  This event has
already become a tradition for many of our guests and is truly
one of the high points of the tour.  Jan Pifer again added a
special treat for tour guests by appearing as Dolley Madison!

I also want to express my sincere thanks to Carole Weitner,
graphics; Mary Ann Meyer and Susan Whitehead, volunteer
coordinators; Todd Majors and Bruce Murray, signage,
transportation and logistics; Mary Beth Crocker, publicity; Bob
Weiler, ticket sales, Linda at A New Leaf Florist, ticket presales
and sales; Ashley and Annette Shepherd, The Sanctuary; and
Julie Smith-Morrow and John Morrow for helping me and
Ian with the homeowner dinner.  Everyone spent countless
hours and dedication to the success of the tour.  We truly
appreciate all of our volunteers who donated time to help
make our tour a success.

Individual homeowner coordinators Beth Murray, Mary Jo
Gerwe, Brit Fisher, Charlotte Schreckenhofer, Jim and Nina
Campbell and Elaine Kerley worked with Mary Ann Meyer
and Susan Whitehead to ensure that all of the homeowners
had enough volunteers for the day and to make the hectic
days of the tour as smooth as possible. Thank you! Also,
thanks to The East Row Pool and Social Club, St. Mark’s
Lutheran Church and St. John’s United Church of Christ for
providing much needed rest stops during the tour hours. 

Thanks also to our sponsors: Multi-Craft Litho; HICON Inc.,
the Paving, Masonry, and Restoration Professionals; Fifth
Third Bank; The Bank of Kentucky; Sherwin Williams; and
Michael P. Bach, P.S.C., for provided much needed financial
support. Many thanks to each and every one of you who
helped this year! 

Last but not least, due to the success of the tour, the East Row
Historic Foundation will be able to present St. Paul’s Episcopal
Church Food Pantry, St. John’s Food Pantry, and ECHO Soup
Kitchen each a donation to help feed needy families in
Newport and Bellevue.  _

Keeping Warm
by Bruce Murray

Now that the holidays are over and the weather is turning
colder, we can turn our attention to the next important winter
objective: staying warm without going broke! This isn’t easy
or inexpensive in our “energy sucker” homes. 

When I first arrived in the East Row 13 years ago, I noticed
that many people had an office, den or parlor on the second
floor. The explanation came to me during the first winter
when I noticed that all the heat from the first floor went right
up the open staircases to the attic. Fortunately, I had my
bedroom on the third floor at the time and I spent a lot of
time up there staying at least 10 degrees warmer than the set
temperature on the first floor. Now, we have the bedroom
and an office on the second floor and the temperature is much
cooler.  We had two options to stay warm on the second
floor:  wear a warm sweater all the time or raise the
temperature on the thermostat, and spend a lot more money
for heat.

Fortunately, my wife Beth brought something into the house
that solved the problem. We have a 300 watt halogen lamp
in our little den on the second floor. It’s the kind of lamp that
many people have outside to light their houses but designed
for inside use. Not only does it give us more than enough light
for our aging eyes, but it generates a lot of heat, sometimes
raising the temperature five degrees if we keep the door
closed. So now we sit, warm and comfortable in a brightly-
lighted room watching TV, or with a book, PC or Kindle in
our laps, reading comfortably all winter long while our
thermostat is set at a chilly 64 degrees. 

However, there are two disadvantages to this light. We can
never use it in the summer! And when we have to go
downstairs to get something, we often have a debate about
who should go. But at least we are very warm in at least one
room of the house without climbing the stairs to our third
floor. While we can’t say the heating bills are low, we do
know we’re spending a lot less that we might.  _

Please Patronize Our 

Advertisers

859-581-1800 l 324 East 4th Street l Newport, KY 41071
www.MansionHillCustomFloors.com

Please come in to visit and check out our new showroom. 
We can’t wait to meet you!

A full service hardwood floor company!
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A Smoke-Free Interior

Darts, Pinball, Big Screen TV,
Free Parking & a Cool Patio

Drink Specials & Free Pool
till 8pm daily (Happy Hour)

We have Absinthe
as it was meant to be enjoyed

Open 3 pm till 2:30 am daily

The Corner of 9th & Washington
Newport, Ky • 859-261-2143

East Row Listserv – How 
Do I Sign Up? 
For those who may know about it, but may not know how
to sign up to be part of it, here is the information on the East
Row Listserv. 

Just as an aside, a listserv is an electronic mailing list software
application, consisting of a set of email addresses for a group,
in which the sender can send one email and it will reach a
variety of people. 

To subscribe to the East Row Listserv, send an email to
east_row-subscribe@yahoogroups.com. The group is
moderated and you will receive an email when you have
been accepted.  _

24Emergency Service        HR.1-855-H2O-LEAK

WATER•FIRE•SMOKE•MOLD

We also clean Carpet and UpholsteryWe also clean Carpet and Upholstery

13th Annual Music on the
Avenue Recital Series
by Steve Phillips

I am pleased to announce the 13th Annual Music on the
Avenue Recital Series, which begins on Friday, February 4.
How quickly a year has passed! I am thrilled to give you this
first peek at the concerts, share opportunities to provide
financial support for the series, and ask for your help with the
opening night art show.

Join us in Bellevue, KY for five Friday evenings of music in
2012:  February 3, 10, 17, 24 and March 4. All concerts start
at 8 p.m., and are free of charge. We are pleased to welcome
back the ever-popular Miami University Glee Club, soprano
Audrey Luna (joined by tenor Anthony Beck), pianist Brad
Caldwell, and the Phillips-Hofeldt Piano Trio.  We are also
very excited to have soprano Christina Chenes and the
Steinbach/Helvey Piano Duo rounding out our slate of
performers.  

The Music on the Avenue Recital Series is proud to be a
“Performer” level member of the Chamber Music Network of
Greater Cincinnati. Please spread the word to your friends and
colleagues! Full concert details are available on our website:
http://www.stjohnchurch.net/events/2012recitalseries.html. 

Music on the Avenue is one of the premier music series in
greater Cincinnati. We depend on your donation in order to
present these high-caliber performances at no charge.
Opportunities are available for major support (Cornerstone
Fund), recital sponsorship, and Friends of the Series donations.
Your financial support at any level would be much
appreciated. 

Do you know a local artist who would be to display his or
her works? We will showcase local artists at our opening-night
celebration, following the February 3 concert. This event
honors our Cornerstone Fund contributors, and is a wonderful
opportunity to mingle with lovers of music and art. Interested
artists can contact me at MOTA@StJohnChurch.net or 859-
261-9954.

Thank you!  _

The Voice Advertising Rates
Voice ads are available as noted below. All printing is black
and white, and good quality photographs are permitted. A
prepaid full year (12 issues) is billed at the price of 11 ads.

               Card Size . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $30
               Double Size . . . . . . . . . . . . $55
               Quarter Page . . . . . . . . . . . $70
               Classifieds  . . . . . . . . . . . . . $10 - For two lines

To place an ad, contact ad@eastrow.org

Just a Reminder…
As we live in a historic district, it is important to consult with
the city's historic preservation representative prior to making
any changes to the exterior of your home. This ensures the
work conforms to the guidelines for the Historic District.  It is
also necessary to display a permit that shows the work has
been approved. The new (part-time) Historic Preservation
Officer is Scott Clark, City of Newport, 859.655.6347,
sclark@newportky.gov _
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at the Newport Branch of the at the Newport Branch of the 
Campbell County Public LibraryCampbell County Public Library
901 East Sixth Street, 859.572.5035901 East Sixth Street, 859.572.5035

at the Newport Branch of the 
Campbell County Public Library
901 East Sixth Street, 859.572.5035

January’s 
Schedule of Events

Marshmallows and Movies
Noon, Tuesday, Jan. 3
Enjoy the last day of the holiday season with hot chocolate
and a movie marathon. Ages 12 to 18. 

Newport Book Club
7 p.m. Tuesday, Jan. 3
Join us for a discussion of The Maltese Falcon by Dashiell
Hammett. Adults. Snacks provided. Visitors welcome.

Scotch Tape Nails
3:30 p.m. Thursday, Jan. 5
Learn how to create fun nail-bed designs using Scotch Tape
and your imagination. Ages 13 to 18. 

Adventure Club: Popcorn and a Movie
4 p.m. Tuesday, Jan. 10
Enjoy a treat while watching a movie on a cold afternoon.
Movie TBD. Ages 6 to 11. Registration required.

Friends Book Sale
9 a.m. Thursday, Jan. 12
Great selection of used books at incredible prices! Hours are
9 a.m. to 8 p.m. 

Friends Book Sale
9 a.m. Friday, Jan. 13
Great selection of used books at incredible prices! Hours are
9 a.m. to 5 p.m. 

Friends Book Sale
9 a.m. Saturday, Jan. 14
Great selection of used books at incredible prices! Hours are
9 a.m. to 5 p.m. 

Adventure Club: Chinese New Year Celebration
4 p.m. Tuesday, Jan. 17
Celebrate the Year of the Dragon at the Library’s Chinese New
Year party. Ages 6 to 11. Registration required.

Adventure Club: Paper Airplane Contest
4 p.m. Tuesday, Jan. 24
Make a paper airplane and enter it in the Adventure Club
contest. Ages 6 to 11. Registration required.  

Kentucky Pulled Cream Candy
6:30 p.m. Monday, Jan. 23
Fantasy in Frosting returns to teach their ever- popular class
in the art of making Kentucky pulled cream candy. Adults.
Registration required. 

Adventure Club: Jumanji
4 p.m. Tuesday, Jan. 31
Come play Jumanji at the Library. Ages 6 to 11. Registration
required.   _

o f  N e w p o r t
S O L U T I O N S
S TT ORR A GG E

Self Storage Facility
324 East 4th St.

Newport, KY 41071
859.655.8374

„WE HAVE EXPANDED

-New�units�on�1st�floor

„7 DAY ACCESS

-6:00�AM�– 10:00�PM

„OFF SITE MANAGEMENT

-Call�for�Information

Michael  P. Bach, P.S.C.
Certified Public Accountant

859 261-0002

mbcpa@fuse.netmbcpa@fuse.net
www.mbcpapsc.comwww.mbcpapsc.com

802 Washington Ave., Newport, KY 41071802 Washington Ave., Newport, KY 41071

Offering professional 
tax preparation & planning
tailored to your individual 
or business needs

Happy
NEW
YEAR!


