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Pizzazz Interiors Changes Name and Location
by K. John Morrow, Jr.

Pizzazz Interiors, a Newport fixture for the last several years at 5th and Monmouth, has
recently undergone a transformation, and is now “The Purple Chandelier”, located at 649
York Street on the corner of 7th and York. The building, constructed in the 19th century, was
originally the Masonic Lodge and the ground floor has been unoccupied for some time.
According to owner Patsy Schwartz, “we are excited to show off our new space featuring
exposed brick walls, high ceilings and
much natural lighting.” 

The antique gallery offers furniture,
antiques, accessories, glassware, china,
lamps/lighting, clothing, vintage jewelry,
books and artwork. A number of new
items, including the purple chandeliers
in the windows, can be special ordered.  

A ribbon cutting was held Nov. 30 and
the store had its grand opening the
weekend of Dec. 1. 

Sadly, over the years, York Street has lost
most of its historic commercial
architecture. Hopefully the remaining
structures can be used to the best
advantage and small businesses will
return to this part of the city. The old
Pizzazz location is scheduled to be
replaced by a town house development
which could add 100 new homes to the
area.  _

Just a Reminder… 
As we live in a historic district, it is important to consult with the city's historic preservation
representative prior to making any changes to the exterior of your home. This ensures the
work conforms to the guidelines for the Historic District.  It is also necessary to display a
permit that shows the work has been approved. The new (part-time) Historic Preservation
Officer is Scott Clark, City of Newport, 859.655.6347, sclark@newportky.gov _



2

Susan Yelton,�REALTOR®

Serving�All�Your�Real�Estate�

Needs�for�over�30�years!

syelton@sibcycline.com
859-620-9304

“Living and Loving our Most Unique Little Piece of Heaven”

Your Resident Realtor for
• Mansion�Hill
• East�Row
• Gateway

Newport’s Oldest Restaurant:
Dixie Chili
by John Gilliam

It was only fitting that an Elvis impersonator walked in ahead
of me at Dixie Chili. The Monmouth Street restaurant is itself
a cultural icon, well-known throughout Greater Cincinnati. 

Founded in 1929, it is Newport's oldest and most popular
restaurant. I sat down in my favorite booth and asked the
owner, Spiro Sarakatsannsis, the secret to the place's success.
His answer? The quality of the meat – only the best will do.
A 104-year-old woman is a regular customer, and she claims
the food agrees with her system. 

These days there are plenty of vegetarian dishes, and it has
been smoke-free close to twenty years. The cheerful red and
white interior and the photographs on the wall haven't
changed. The way it was is still the way it is.

The restaurant is run cafeteria style. As you slide your tray
down the line, be sure to check out the beautiful arrangement
of flowers. Spiro is an avid gardener, and the flowers are fresh
out of his yard. He has two degrees in clinical psychology
from the University of Kentucky and spent four years in the
Navy. He came to work for Dixie Chili in 1971 and took over
from his older brothers as president in 2002. It was his father,
Nicholas, a hardworking Greek immigrant who founded the
restaurant (80+ years in business and still only second
generation!)

At lunchtime Spiro runs the cash register, warmly greeting each
customer and efficiently taking their order. It is somehow
reassuring to know that Spiro will be wearing the same outfit:
black pants, a starched white shirt and necktie. Tuesday is his
day off. That's when he washes and irons his own shirts.

The staff at Dixie
is a big reason I
go there. Every
one of them is
from Newport.
Many have been
working there for
years; Lois for 38

years and Dottie for 34. Full time workers get a full package:
health and dental insurance, vacation and retirement.

Shannon Sexton is another Dixie Chili employee.  She is 18-
years-old and graduated in June from Newport High School.
She is a spunky ball of energy, always talking to someone as
she races around the restaurant. She doesn't miss anything.
"You're four-way bean, aren't you?" she asked me.  Yeah, that's
me. Here's what I learned about her:  Shannon has lived in
Newport her whole life; she has always been this outgoing; she
grew up on the hill; she was a cheerleader, starting in 4th grade
at Mildred Dean up into high school; she was on the soccer
team for a year; she weighs 110 pounds; one of her favorite
teachers at Newport H.S. was Ms. Runnels, the librarian, who
is a regular at Dixie. Shannon will start at Northern Kentucky

University this January. Shannon, good luck!

There are actually a couple of branches of Dixie Chili, and
neither Shannon nor I have ever been to them. It just wouldn't
be the same. But Spiro urged me to try something different:
their bowl of vegetable soup with a half a chicken salad
sandwich. I'll do just that one of these days…only at the
Covington Dixie Chili.

Dixie Chili, 733 Monmouth Street, 859.291.5337

Hours:
Monday – Thursday:  9 a.m. – 1 a.m.
Friday/Saturday:  9 a.m. – 3 a.m.
Sunday:  10 a.m. – 1 a.m. _

o f  N e w p o r t
S O L U T I O N S
S TT ORR A GG E

Self Storage Facility
324 East 4th St.

Newport, KY 41071
859.655.8374

„WE HAVE EXPANDED

-New�units�on�1st�floor

„7 DAY ACCESS

-6:00�AM�– 10:00�PM

„OFF SITE MANAGEMENT

-Call�for�Information

East Row Listserv – How Do 
I Sign Up? 
For those who may know about it, but may not know how
to sign up to be part of it, here is the information on the East
Row Listserv. 

Just as an aside, a listserv is an electronic mailing list software
application, consisting of a set of email addresses for a group,
in which the sender can send one email and it will reach a
variety of people. 

To subscribe to the East Row Listserv, send an email to
east_row-subscribe@yahoogroups.com. The group is
moderated and you will receive an email when you have
been accepted.  _
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Family Chiropractic Centers

Dr. Mark Schuler
Degrees in Chiropractic & Nutrition

701 Washington Ave.
Newport, KY 41071
859-581-5631

9758 Kenwood Road
Blue Ash, OH 45242
513-702-3140

PROUD MEMBER

SPINE INSTITUTE

A Smoke-Free Interior

Darts, Pinball, Big Screen TV,
Free Parking & a Cool Patio

Drink Specials & Free Pool
till 8pm daily (Happy Hour)

We have Absinthe
as it was meant to be enjoyed

Open 3 pm till 2:30 am daily

The Corner of 9th & Washington
Newport, Ky • 859-261-2143

859-581-1800 l 324 East 4th Street l Newport, KY 41071
www.MansionHillCustomFloors.com

Please come in to visit and check out our new showroom. 
We can’t wait to meet you!

A full service hardwood floor company!

2013 East Row Calendars 
are Coming!
by Bruce Murray

The 2013 East Row
calendar, a twelve-month
calendar featuring photos
of some of the elegant
porches in the East Row,
will be printed early in
December and available
for purchase as holiday
gifts. The calendar also
includes a page with
important meeting
dates and phone
numbers. The
calendars are printed
by Beacon Printing,
the printer for The Voice.

You can see the photos on the calendar at the East Row
Historic Foundation Facebook site or Bruce Murray’s Flickr
site. The site address is:
http://www.flickr.com/photos/bruceandbeth/sets/

Once again the calendar will sell for $15 and all costs beyond
printing costs will go to the East Row Historic Foundation. 

To order one or more calendars send an email to
brucemky@yahoo.com or call 859 261-4940.  _

New to the Neighborhood:
It’s Only Fair!
Announcing the opening of Newport's newest fair trade shop,
"It's Only Fair!" Located at 123 East 9th Street, between
Monmouth and Saratoga, this unique shop carries an
assortment of fair trade products, as well as many items made
by women who are survivors of human trafficking,
prostitution and modern-day slavery. With a wide assortment
of items from far-away places like India, Thailand, Cambodia
and Guatemala, you definitely want to consider stopping by.
The only things more beautiful than these lovely items are the
stories behind them.

Partnering with dozens of non-profits and organizations
around the world, owner Reegan Hill is proof that one very
ordinary person can make a difference. Founding In His Image
Designs, LLC in 2008, Reegan and her daughter Marissa
started selling beautiful, hand-crafted items that are fair trade

and/or made by
survivors of human
trafficking, including
women who have
been exploited by the
commercial sex
industry all over the
world. Selling them
primarily through
home parties, church
events and at vendor
conferences, concerts
and fair trade
markets, she found
that people really do

want to make a difference, and are eager to learn how to
become involved in the anti-trafficking movement. To quote
a friend, “you don’t change the issue. You change a life – one
at a time.” And now, after opening "It's Only Fair!" in May,
that is exactly what is happening right here in Newport.

(continued pg. 4)

Print@BeaconPrinting.com

www.BeaconPrinting.com

859.581.6244

SINCESINCESINCE
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painting done right

We’re always

On time• 

On budget• 

On call• 

Estimates and project  
evaluations always free.

Licensed and Insured

Off Season Special

All painting guaranteed 2 yearsAll painting guaranteed 2 years

LVXpainting.com
859-866-2702
415 East 7th St.  
Mansion Hill 
Newport

LVL Xpainting.comLVLVL Xpainting.co

PAINTING

East Row Specialist s
See our website for examples or exteriors at: 

631 Monroe • 409 E. 7th • 845 Monroe • 232 E. 9th • 817 York

20% Off
painting*
20% Off
painting*

Winter Rates on  
Inside Painting

 
*20% off Labor on 

Interior painting completed between 
Nov. 1, 2012 and Feb. 28, 2013.

It’s Only Fair! (continued from pg. 3)

Learning about the issue through research, working as a
volunteer with PATH (Partnership against the Trafficking of
Humans) in Covington, as well as time spent traveling in
order to connect with the issue overseas, convinced Reegan
that the fight against human trafficking is an issue worth
investing her life in. She says “I still remember reaching that
place when I knew that I couldn't walk away from this. I knew
that I had to do something.”

Believing that each person is uniquely gifted to make a
difference, she encourages others to find their place in this
battle. "Each one of us may do just one small thing, but
together we can make a difference!" To learn more about
human trafficking as well as the difference that purchasing fair
trade makes in the world, stop by "It's only Fair!" soon. _

Welcome New Neighbors!
Two new neighbors moved into the neighborhood this past
month – say hi if you see them!
• 556 E. 4th Street
• 823 Park Ave. _

Newport Then & Now
Green Derby

Fennell Building

Congratulations to The Crazy
Fox Saloon!

Congratulations go out to the Crazy Fox Saloon, where they
had a ribbon cutting on Nov. 30, in honor of the historic
renovation of the exterior, door and windows of their
establishment at 901 Washington Street. City commissioners,
the mayor, the city manager, many East Row neighbors and
of course owners Terry Bond and Carl Fox attended. _


