
21st Annual Victorian Christmas Tour Dec. 6/7 
by Brian Malone

The East Row Historic Foundation
proudly presents their annual
Victorian Christmas Home Tour, a
time-honored tradition that for
many signals the beginning of the
holiday season. This year’s tour is
from noon to 6 p.m. on Saturday
and Sunday, December 6/7.

Among the highlights:

• A 1923 bungalow with a
connection to Newport’s
gambling past.

• This year’s Renovation in
Progress, an 1898 Queen Anne
townhome undergoing a green
renovation featuring an
innovative HVAC system.

• An elaborate 1891 Queen Anne
home built in the former
gardens of General James Taylor’s mansion and now owned by one of his descendants. 

Tour tickets are now available to be purchased online in advance for $16 at www.east-row.org.
On tour days, tickets are $18 per person and will be available for sale during tour hours at
The Carnegie Event Center, 401 Monmouth Street. Children aged 12 and under are free when
accompanied by an adult.

Also, for the sixth year, the popular Victorian Christmas Tea will be held on both days of the
Christmas Tour in a beautiful East Row home. A traditional savory-sweet English tea will be
served, including tea sandwiches, scones (with homemade clotted cream and jam), assorted
cakes, tarts and cookies. Limited seatings will be at 11 a.m., 1:30 p.m., and 4 p.m. Advance
purchase tickets are $30 and are available now, only online, at www.east-row.org. Note that
tickets for the Victorian Christmas Tour and the Victorian Christmas tea are separate.

A portion of the proceeds from the tour will benefit three northern Kentucky food pantries:
St. Paul’s Episcopal Church; St. John’s United Church of Christ; and Holy Spirit Outreach. We
would like to thank this year's sponsors, Michael Bach, CPA; A New Leaf Florist; The Bank of
Kentucky; and Fifth Third Bank." For more information visit our website at
http://www.eastrow.org/tours/xmastour2014.html. _
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We’re always

On time• 

On budget• 

On call• 

LVXpainting.com
859-866-2702
415 East 7th St. 
Mansion Hill 
Newport

because quality counts

 

LVL Xpainting.comLVLVL Xpainting co

PAINTING

®

Estimates and project  
evaluations always free.

Licensed and Insured

ALL PAINTING GUARANTEED 2 YEARS

PRESEASON
SPECIAL!

Book now for 
Winter Rates on  

Interior Painting
 
*20% off Labor  on projects 

scheduled before October 31  
for completion between 

Nov. 15, 2014 and Feb. 28, 2015.

East Row Specialist s
See our website for examples or exteriors at: 

607 Monroe • 631 Monroe • 409 E. 7th • 735 Monroe • 818 Park

This year give the gift of yoga.
Bring in this ad or use code EASTROW at check out
online to save 15% o! all gift cards or retail items.
*Valid through 12/31/14

Happy Holidays Yogis!

Spotlight profile: Derick Dieters
by John Gilliam

As an undercover cop, Derick Dieters might not be the best
choice.  His red hair is too bright; he knows too many people.
He is too young (21), too enthusiastic and too open. Anyway,
Newport doesn't even have an undercover unit and Derick is
not yet a full-fledged police officer; he is Newport's citation
officer.

I got to ride with him on a Monday morning. The street
sweeper was on its way, time to write tickets. At $25 a pop
it's pretty reasonable. It still is a money maker for the city
especially in March at the beginning of street cleaning season
when Derick can write up to 150 tickets. Today was a little
slow – only 55 tickets. It could have been 56 tickets; Derick
was writing a ticket to a tow truck, but the operator ran out
just in time.  That would have been cool.

Someone had called in on his neighbor's car, so we rode up
the hill to see if it was parked longer than 72 hours. It was
gone.

While we were up the hill we stopped by the ball field next
to Veteran's Pool. Here was the real reason I wanted to ride.
Derick's a big-time sports enthusiast. That evening he was
umpiring a knothole game. He has been doing that since he
was 13 years old. Advice to any 13 year old umpire wannabe
reading this:  learn all the baseball rules and you'll be just fine.

Derick is also manager of the American Legion Patriots. One
evening I went down to Ralph Mussman Park to watch a

game but the opponent couldn't field enough players. Baseball
is down in popularity. Derick named the culprit: video games.

In the fall he is line coach at Newport Middle; in the winter,
eighth-grade assistant baseball coach. He also helps raise
money in the fight against pancreatic cancer. Back at Newport
High School, Derick showed he was a real team player. A knee
injury brought his three sport career to an end so he became
president of the Pep Club.

We were at the police station at the end of my ride when a
call came in. Suddenly, some excitement. We drove a half
block down to 9th and Monmouth. A car had broken down
in the middle of the intersection. Derick turned on his lights
and we got out. A couple of guys hopped down from the curb
and within seconds we had the car safely pushed out of the
way. A voice called out, "Get that thing out of the way!" You're
blocking the road!" He was talking about the police car. It was
a buddy of Derick's. That wouldn't have happened if his
grandmother was there. Linda Rosel was Derick's predecessor.
For 35 years she wrote out the tickets. She always had her
game face on. She didn't take guff from anybody.

It is clear that Derick will do well. I was reminded how the
economy hasn't completely recovered. He works 35 hours a
week, which is considered part-time, and so receives no
benefits. One of life's lessons.

I'd also like to thank Newport's Lt. Paul Kunkel. A couple of
years ago he invited me to go on patrol with him. It was
another memorable experience. _

Newport citation officer Derick Dieters
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Family Chiropractic Centers
701 Washington Ave.
Newport, KY 41071
859-581-5631

9758 Kenwood Road
Blue Ash, OH 45242
513-702-3140

Dr. Mark J. Schuler
Degrees in Chiropractic & Nutrition

Auto, Work, Sports Injuries
Nerve, Muscle & Bone Disorders

PROUD MEMBER

SPINE INSTITUTE

Susan Yelton, REALTOR®
Serving All Your Real Estate 
Needs for over 30 years!

syelton@sibcycline.com
859-620-9304

“Living and Loving our Most Unique Little Piece of Heaven”

Your Resident Realtor for
• Mansion Hill
• East Row
• Gateway

Michael  P. Bach, P.S.C.
Certified Public Accountants

859 261-0002

mike@bachcpa.com, mike@bachcpa.com, 802 Washington Ave., 802 Washington Ave., Newport, KY 41071Newport, KY 41071

Offering professional tax 
preparation & planning tailored 
to your individual or business needs

We are pleased to announce that

Bradley M. Bach
has fulfilled all the requirements

and is now a fully Licensed

Certified Public Accountant

Congratulations, Brad!

Join us as we prepare for
Christmas at St. John’s
Church! All are Welcome!
Saturday, Dec. 6 | 6:15 p.m.

On Sat. Dec. 6, we’re going to light up the old Blue Spruce
tree out in front of the church (Park Ave. at Nelson Pl.) with
thousands of colored LED lights—maybe with the help of a
very special guest. We’ll have some Christmas music from a
brass quintet; we’ll do some DIY hand-bell ringing and some
caroling. Of course there will be hot chocolate and cookies
available, too. Please join us and begin your journey to
discover the true meaning of Christmas! 

Sunday, Dec. 7 | Noon to 6 p.m.

Join us for the Christmas Tree Extravaganza in Fellowship Hall.
Trees are on display from Nov. 29 through Jan. 1. Trees will
be featured during the Victorian Christmas Tour on Sunday,
Dec. 7 and enjoyed by all who visit our facility throughout
the holiday.  During the extravaganza, pictures will be taken,
children who color the tree will be provided a gift, and light
refreshments will be available. The Extravaganza will be
followed by the jazz Christmas concert by the Swingin'
Shepherds. Come one, come all! _

Celebrate the holidays!
by City Manager Tom Fromme

Wow! What happened to 2014? 

Here we are getting ready to celebrate the holidays and
prepare for 2015. This past year has been a success for the city
in many ways. We have welcomed many
new developments and businesses and
we expect this trend to continue for
many years to come. 

As we move into the New Year, we
will be formulating new goals and
reviewing several programs to
determine what (if any) changes need
to be made. Two of these programs
include recycling and parking stickers.

We want to thank everyone who continues to help make
Newport a great place to live, work, shop and play. On behalf
of the mayor, Board of Commissioners and myself, we wish
everyone a Happy Holiday Season!!

Things are happening in Newport! _

A Smoke-Free Interior

Darts, Pinball, Big Screen TV,
Free Parking & a Cool Patio

Drink Specials & Free Pool
till 8pm daily (Happy Hour)

We have Absinthe
as it was meant to be enjoyed

Open 3 pm till 2:30 am daily

The Corner of 9th & Washington
Newport, Ky • 859-261-2143

BeaconPrinting comBeaconPrinting com
859.5859.58811.6244.6244

........
...
..

SINCE SINCE 11997711
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Students to perform "A
Christmas Story" on Dec. 11
and 12
The sounds of Christmas are ringing up and down the halls of
Newport schools as the cast of our winter play prepares for their
performance of the Jean Shepard classic "A Christmas Story". 

Based on the popular holiday movie from 1983, this performance
will mark the third winter production for Newport Independent
Schools. "Yes, Virginia" and "How the Grinch Stole Christmas”
entertained Newport audiences in 2012 and 2013. However,
now our theater director, Brittany Stacy, is exploring more
difficult scripts and encouraging our cast of young performers to
advance their skills. "A Christmas Story" explores the childhood
of nine-year-old Ralphie Parker as he prepares for the holiday
season with one goal in mind. He wants to get exactly what he
wants for Christmas...a toy BB gun to help him fulfill his Western-
inspired daydreams. While pursuing his goal, he comes to realize
something far more important than material possessions. He
realizes how much his family and friends really mean to him. 

Since the script is set it in the 1930's (more than 70 years before
many of our young performers were even born), it is especially
challenging for students to make the leap into an era in which
their parents -- and possibly even grandparents -- were not yet
born. Through this play, the cast has learned about a time when
things were much simpler and completely different from the
modern technology-geared world that they live in today. 

The colorful words of Shepard have been a big challenge for
several characters, including high school sophomore, Kayla
Lawson, who plays an older Ralphie, looking at his childhood
memories of Christmas. Kayla confides, "This is a much harder
part for me than my character last year...with harder words!"
Kayla also says that -- even though it is a much harder part to
deliver -- she enjoys it very much.  She smiles broadly and says,
"I love working with everybody!" 

Cortez Watkins, an eighth-grader at Newport Middle School is
also playing a challenging character. Cortez portrays Ralphie’s
father, or as he calls him, "Old Man."  Cortez says, "I really like
my character and his crazy words. I can relate to him too, because
I know what it is like to be grumpy." 

Several classic scenes from the movie are portrayed in the
performance, including the famous leg lamp, as well as Ralphie’s
best friend Flick’s "double dog dare" that lands him in a bit of a
bind.  

Peter Underhill
Senior Loan ConsultantDirect: 859-474-0684

EFax:  855-613-9173
EMail:  peter.underhill@caliberhomeloans.com
Website: www.CaliberHomeLoans.com/punderhill

8180 Corporate Park Dr. | Suite 124 | Cincinnati, Oh 45242
NMLS: 255050 | Kentucky: MC91679 | Ohio: LO.036294.001 | Indiana: 19237

The cast includes 24 students from Newport Intermediate, Middle
and High Schools. They have been working tirelessly since
October reading the script and stage directions, learning lines and
blocking scenes three days a week after school. They are truly
learning the responsibility and difficulties in not only performing
a production, but being a part of the design and decision-making
process of the director. Senior Nekko Beal says she enjoys theater
because it give her a chance to be involved in a new and different
school activity. “I like not being myself for a while…and I enjoy
my character. She is a boss and a leader. I am a perfect fit for that!"
Nekko is a senior and she says that doing theater has made her
final year of high school exciting. "You might as well go out with
a bang!" she smiles. 

The students in our Visual and Performing Arts courses will help
to create the set pieces, as well as painting and preparing props
for the performers. Newport resident Wes Ledyard is currently
creating costumes that will be sure to bring the pure simplicity of
a 1939 Christmas to the stage. Also assisting the director is Susan
Whitehead and teacher Charles Leon. They provide skills and
mentoring to enhance the performance, as well as helping to
deliver a life experience that our students will always treasure.
We owe everyone that supports our emerging theater program a
huge debt of gratitude.

The cast could not be more excited to share their version of this
classic story. The performances will take place at 7 p.m. on Dec.
11 and 12 at Newport Primary School. Be sure to join us and enjoy
watching these young performers bring the humor of the holidays
to life! _

Helen (Lauren Scott) and Janie
(Addie Collard) gaze dreamily at
Ralphie Parker (Jimmy Sheffel), in
one of Ralphie's many Western-
themed fantasies of owning his
own BB gun to save his
neighborhood.  


