
Newport Parks Renaissance Commission
Working To Revitalize Parks and Greenspace
by Chris Bednar

About one year ago, the city of Newport called for volunteers to assist with the cleanup of its
parks and greenspace. This call was taken to the neighborhood associations throughout the
city. The Westside Citizens Coalition, Clifton Neighborhood Association, Cote Brilliante
Neighborhood Association and East Row Historic Foundation nominated one or more of their
neighbors to be their committee representative. Together, this group started to blend their ideas
together to see what we could do about cleaning up and improving the parks and green space.

So many extraordinary ideas were thrown out early on, and we settled on one main project
within the first few meetings. We decided to take on a park that definitely needed the attention
of a group like ours. We chose Buena Vista Park as our first effort and we put together a plan
for both the current and future layout. 

Knowing that we were not going to be able to do this alone, we had several events around
Newport that raised awareness…and funding…for our projects. The response was incredible.
Our first event, the Newport Parks Revival, was hosted at Buena Vista Park and we had more
than 200 neighbors show up to see what we are all about. Other events included hosting a
picnic at Providence Park where neighbors brought their own picnic and enjoyed live music
with some impromptu open mic performances from some of our youngest neighbors; working
with the Newport Syndicate to host a fundraiser in June; and hosting guest bartender evenings
at Newberry Bros. and Col. Pomps, with great success, in August and September. All the while,
we kept going back to Buena Vista to work on improving the park.

By the end of 2014, we had established ourselves as a group that not only can gather the
community together, but can also take action and inject life into the city parks. Near the end
of the summer, we hosted a Buena Vista Park cleanup day which brought even more neighbors
to the park to help out, including several of the Newport’s youth helping to paint the
playground sets, which immediately provided a bright and obvious improvement.

The shelter was in desperate need of repair, and with funds from a grant we received from
Fuel Cincinnati, we were able to place a new roof on the shelter. With the tight turn-around
to get the shelter done, the group actually did the work almost entirely themselves working
into the coldest days of late fall to complete the roof. Many overgrown plants and shrubs were
pruned and other impeding weeds were removed. We accomplished so much, but we also
feel we have only scratched the surface.

In 2015, we have already had a fabulous fundraiser where many of our neighbors purchased
tickets to a Cincinnati Cyclones game and we all met at local restaurants and businesses prior
to the game and had a fun winter night out. A portion of each ticket purchased was donated
to the NPRC. 

We have received a few grants also that will assist us in accomplishing our goals, and we will
continue to look for fundraising and grant opportunities both locally and nationally. We also
already have plans to assist with repairing a fence at one of our neighborhood parks within
the next month.
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New Program to Recognize
Notable Trees
by Tom Comte

As part of the continuing tree project, the Tree Revitalize Team
is announcing an effort to identify and recognize truly
remarkable trees that exist in the East Row and possibly
throughout Newport. 

The “Landmark Tree” program aims to recognize significant
trees within Newport’s urban forest.  These trees are valuable
assets to the community, and have continued to provide
multiple environmental, physical, social and economic
benefits instrumental in shaping our neighborhood. The hope
is that this program will encourage a deeper appreciation of
our trees, especially those of unusual size, historic or cultural
significance or other unique characteristics.   Knowing how
valuable and significant a tree is often encourages more care
and lessens potential of tree removal down the line.

Landmark trees will be designated by mention on our website,
along with optional in-ground signage that can be installed
(with the homeowner’s permission if on private property)
identifying the tree and its approximate age. Landmark trees
may also be included as “points of interest” in future Garden
Walk maps.  

A tree may qualify as a Landmark Tree if it meets one or more
of the following criteria:

(1) Has attained significant size in height, trunk diameter or
canopy spread. Trees that have breast height diameters of
four feet or more are potential candidates;

(2) Has significance because of its age;
(3) Has special aesthetic qualities for its species and/or is of

special importance to the city of Newport;
(4) Possesses rare horticulture value;
(5) Has historical significance to a person, place or event.

Trees with notable characteristics will be inspected by an
arborist or forester and awarded Landmark status by the Tree
Revitalize Team. A tree on private property may be identified
as a Landmark Tree if it is prominently visible to the public
along major roads or public places. 

If you know of a tree in the East Row that might qualify, send
the information to Tom Comte at tomcomte@gmail.com or
call at 859.802.8512. An evaluation of nominated trees will
be carried out this summer. _

We’re always

On time• 

On budget• 

On call
Estimates and project  

evaluations always free.
Licensed and Insured

ALL PAINTING GUARANTEED 2 YEARS

LVXpainting.com
859-866-2702
415 East 7th St.  
Mansion Hill 
Newport PRESEASON

SPECIAL!
Book now for  

Pre-Season Rates  
on  Exterior Painting

 
*25% off Paint on projects 

scheduled before March 31 for 
completion during summer 2015.

because quality counts

East Row Specialist s
See our website for examples or exteriors at: 

607 Monroe • 631 Monroe • 409 E. 7th • 735 Monroe • 818 Park
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Family Chiropractic Centers
701 Washington Ave.
Newport, KY 41071
859-581-5631

9758 Kenwood Road
Blue Ash, OH 45242
513-702-3140

Dr. Mark J. Schuler
Degrees in Chiropractic & Nutrition

Auto, Work, Sports Injuries
Nerve, Muscle & Bone Disorders

PROUD MEMBER

SPINE INSTITUTE

A Smoke-Free Interior

Darts, Pinball, Big Screen TV,
Free Parking & a Cool Patio

Drink Specials & Free Pool
till 8pm daily (Happy Hour)

We have Absinthe
as it was meant to be enjoyed

Open 3 pm till 2:30 am daily

The Corner of 9th & Washington
Newport, Ky • 859-261-2143

Susan Yelton, Realtor®

(859) 620-9304 Direct
syelton@sibcycline.com • www.sibcycline.com/syelton

Involved in over $10 million in real estate  
transactions in East Row, Mansion Hill and Gateway

Serving Your Real Estate Needs for Over 35 Years
Specializing in Turn of the Century Homes

Newport Parks Renaissance
Commission (continued from page 1)

As our plans grow, our need for support grows. The parks are
here for everyone to enjoy. And we appreciate any and all
feedback from our neighbors. Periodically, we will send out a
need for volunteers to help with a project. Or maybe you just
want to attend a fundraiser or purchase one of our bricks that
will be proudly placed at Buena Vista Park this year. 

The Newport Parks Renaissance Commission would like to be
your gateway to a better Newport through supporting our
greenspace and local parks. And we need you, as strong citizens
of this great community, to help in whatever way you believe
you can. Keep an eye out for events that will be posted on our
website or Facebook page (see below) or here in The Voice,
or other periodicals where we can reach out to our community. 

It’s been a rewarding experience for all of us so far and we can
only imagine it will improve as we continue on this path. With
help from the City of Newport, the local businesses that have
so graciously supported us and, most importantly, you, we can
continue to make strides in our community, our city and our
parks.

Sincerely, 
Chris Bednar (East Row representative)  
and the Newport Parks Renaissance Commission.

We can be contacted by email at newportkyparks@gmail.com
Website: https://sites.google.com/site/newportparksrenaissance/
Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/NewportParksRenaissance

_

Street Cleaning Reminder &
NBA Annual Meeting
by City Manager Tom Fromme

Just a reminder, Street Cleaning returns in March, weather
permitting.  Please check the signs posted on the poles for your
designated week and day.  The purpose of street cleaning is
to keep our neighborhood streets looking nice and clean.

The Newport Business Association (NBA) Annual Meeting and
Presentation of Awards were held Wednesday, February 25 at
The Newport Syndicate/Gangsters Dueling Piano Bar.  Mayor
Jerry Peluso presented the 2015 Officers and Board of Directors
and administered an oath upholding the NBA’s Mission
Statement which is to serve the local businesses through its
problem-solving forum, unified voice to policy makers, and
through its member support, education and networking.

The following Officers and Board of Directors were installed:

Officers:

President         Lynne Cole, The Bank of Kentucky
Vice President  Jack Moreland, Southbank Partners
Secretary         Bev Holiday, City of Newport
Treasurer         Drew Bach, Michael P. Bach, P.S.C.

Renewed Board Members:

Michael Bach, Michael P. Bach, P.S.C.
Chris Brewer, Zavoodi, Inc.
David Dalton, The Think Shop
Charlie Fry, Master Fry Defense Systems
Jaimie Niemczura, American Diversified Development, Inc.
Marvin Polinsky, Retired
Larry Weber, PNC Bank
Tammy Weidinger, Brighton Center

(continued, see Annual Meeting, page 4)



4

Peter Underhill
Senior Loan ConsultantDirect: 859-474-0684

EFax:  855-613-9173
EMail:  peter.underhill@caliberhomeloans.com
Website: www.CaliberHomeLoans.com/punderhill

8180 Corporate Park Dr. | Suite 124 | Cincinnati, Oh 45242
NMLS: 255050 | Kentucky: MC91679 | Ohio: LO.036294.001 | Indiana: 19237

Michael  P. Bach, P.S.C.
Certified Public Accountants

859 261-0002

mike@bachcpa.com • brad@bachcpa.commike@bachcpa.com • brad@bachcpa.com
802 Washington Ave., 802 Washington Ave., Newport, KY 41071Newport, KY 41071

Offering professional tax 
preparation & planning tailored 
to your individual or business needs

Annual Meeting (continued from page 3)

New Board Members:

Mark Ramler, Mansion Hill Properties
Tete Turner, Newport Independent School District
Peggy Cook, Newport on the Levee
Jon Salisbury, Nexigen

The following awards were presented:

Community Leadership 2014 
Fire/EMS Chief Gary Auffart

Volunteers of the Year 2014
Sherri and Don Spaulding – Clifton Neighborhood residents

Businesses of the Year 2014
Capital Investment Group, Inc. & Newport on the Levee –
Lot B Project adjacent to Newport on the Levee

New Business of the Year 2014
Carabello Coffee – Emily & Justin Carabello

Long Standing Service 2014 - “Marvin” Award
Walter J. (Wally) Pagan

Recognition Award
Robert Horine, Campbell County Administrator _

Newport Festivals & Special
Events
There is always something exciting happening in
Newport!  Mark your calendar now and join us
for these festivals in 2015.

GREATER CINCINNATI CHILIFEST & FIREFIGHTER GAMES
Festival Park, Riverboat Row, Newport Riverfront
Dates: May 8 - 9 - 10

TASTE OF NEWPORT
Monmouth Street from 3rd to 9th Street | Date: June 7

24th NEWPORT ITALIANFEST
Festival Park, Riverboat Row, Newport Riverfront
Dates: June 11 - 12 - 13 - 14

AMERICA’S CELEBRATION - NEWPORT MOTORCYCLE RALLY*
Festival Park, Riverboat Row, Newport Riverfront
Dates: July 2 - 3 - 4 - 5

BACON, BOURBON & BREW FESTIVAL*
Festival Park, Riverboat Row, Newport Riverfront
Dates: July 10 - 11 - 12

GLIER’S GOETTAFEST*
Festival Park, Riverboat Row, Newport Riverfront
Dates: August 6 - 7 - 8 - 9

GREAT INLAND SEAFOOD FESTIVAL*
Festival Park, Riverboat Row, Newport Riverfront
Dates: August 13 - 14 - 15 - 16

RIDES ON MONMOUTH CAR SHOW
Monmouth Street, Between 3rd & 11th Streets | Date: August 23

RIVERFEST
Festival Park, Riverboat Row, Newport Riverfront
Date: September 6

NEWPORT OKTOBERFEST*
Festival Park, Riverboat Row, Newport Riverfront
Dates: September 25 - 26 - 27

HARVEST FEST BOURBON & BREW
Monmouth Street from 3rd to 11th Street | Date: October 10

*The City of Newport provides logistical support for this event, but does not
manage these events.

In addition to the city-wide events listed above, there are several
popular neighborhood events, such as the Victorian Christmas
Walk and Tea that are great attractions for the city, If you have
any questions about any of these events, please call my office at
859.292.3687 or email at bholiday@newportky.gov.

Thanks for your efforts to continue to make Newport a great
place to live, work, shop and play. _

NEWPORT
BUSINESS ASSOCIATION


