
Meeting Minutes 

 

Tuesday, March 5, 2019  

 

Call to Order and Welcome:  The East Row Historic Foundation met for a regularly 

scheduled meeting Tuesday March 5, 2019  at the Sanctuary in Newport, KY.   

 

The meeting was called to order by Foundation President, Michael Bach. 

 

Sargent Jeff Kohls, Night supervisor for NPD spoke with the attendees, noting that there 

have been relatively few concerns over the past month that have called the Newport 

Police to action. One attendee asked Sargent Kohls if there is anything that can be done 

to curtail or reroute the motorcycle traffic, and the great volume of noise they produce, 

especially in the areas of Newport that is largely residential.  He stated that unfortunately, 

these motorcyclists are not disrupting any ordinances so at this point, there is nothing that 

can be done from a legal perspective.   

 

Old Business 

Dave Helms conveyed the following information gathered at the February 25, 2019 

Board of Commissioner’s meeting- 

St. Elizabeth Hospital donated $60,000 to ReNewport.  It is uncertain how these funds 

will be used at this time; 

The city has purchased a new ambulance; and 

The female state bowling champion is Marina Colmbs, a senior at Newport High School. 

 

John Morrow from the Historic Preservation Committee shared that the next Renovation 

happy hour will be March 25th @ 7:00 p.m. at the Weidermann Mansion (401 Park 

Avenue). 

 

Ian Budd announced that the next New Neighbors Welcome Party will be on Wednesday 

March 20th at the pool clubhouse.  All residents are invited to attend. 

  

Elizabeth Robson, Chairman of the Philanthropic Committee introduced Wanda Quinn 

who represents the St. John’s Food Pantry.  Ms. Quinn shared that the pantry is open to 

needy families every Thursday from 9 to 12 and a typical day would provide food for 140 

families in the Newport area.  The only requirement to participate is evidence that they 

live in the Newport, Ky area.   

The St. John’s Food Pantry is one of 4 organizations that will be receiving grants from 

proceeds from the Christmas Tour.  

 

Treasurer’s Report  
(see attached) 

 

Treasurer Jason Kramb noted that the process of creating a budget for the next year will 

begin soon so if anyone wants to participate in the process or make suggestions for new 

line items to the budget, he welcomes their input in the next few weeks.  



 

Michael Bach announced that the Sanctuary is in the process of applying for a liquor 

license, so beginning in the next few months we will have to purchase libations through 

the proprietor of the event center, Ashley Shepherd.  In a conversation with Mr. 

Shepherd, Ian Budd believes the cost to the ERHF will experience little or no change in 

cost as we provide drinks and libations at our meetings.  However, the check will now be 

written to the event center rather than the neighbor who purchases the drinks for each 

meeting.  

 

Newport Historic Preservation Expansion –  

Mark Ramler addressed the organization regarding plans to enlarge the East Newport 

Historical boundaries.  Mr. Ramler explained that beyond the current boundaries of this 

area which is currently identified as a State Historic Landmark, there are many structures 

that have historical significance, and the only way to ensure that these structures are not 

torn down is for them to also become registered as a historical landmark.    

 

After some discussion, Lynn Schaber made the motion to support the expansion of the 

East Row Historic District; Dave Helms 2nd; and the motion was unanimously approved.  

(By supporting this initiative does not require us to make any financial commitment, but 

will indicate to the City of Newport that ERHF supports this initiative). 

 

In August,  Mike Whitehead, Ian Budd, Jeff Richardson, John Morrow had addressed the 

ERHF regarding purchasing and installing new street signs in the East Row neighborhood 

that would provide a uniform identity with all street signs and would also include 

“formerly known as” under the current street name (as some streets, over the years, have 

adopted new names).  At the time when this initiative was introduced to the ERHF, it was 

estimated that the costs would be somewhere near $5,000.  Because there were concerns 

regarding whether or not the initiative should be comprehensive for all of Newport, so the 

topic was tabled until this meeting.  After more study and consideration, the committee 

recommended that the budget for this project should be increased to $10,000 as costs of 

materials have increased.  The city of Newport would provide the labor for erecting the 

signs, so an increase in budget would essentially make certain that all costs would be 

covered as we enter into this project with the city of Newport.  After asking the west side 

of Newport if they would like to participate in the project, they have told the committee 

that they are not presently ready to enter into the project. At a time in the future when the 

west side of Newport choose to continue this signage into their area of Newport, we 

would make every effort to help them.   

 

Jeff Richardson made a motion for the ERHF to provide monies up to $10,000 for this 

project; Lynn Schaber 2nd, and the vote was passed unanimously.  

 

Announcements –  

Jeff Richardson, board member from Esparanzo Latino Center (a 501(3)C , announced 

that they will be offering free language classes on Tuesdays for people who are members 

of a not for profit organization. 

 



Approval of Minutes and Treasurer’s Report- 

Mike Hayley made the motion to accept the treasurer’s report as presented for the month 

of February; Eric Schaber 2nd the motion; all approved. 

 

Mike Hayley made the motion to accept the minutes from the February 2019 meeting; 

Eric Schaber 2nd the motion; all approved. 

 

Adjournment:  With no further business to discuss, the meeting was adjourned by 

Michael Bach. 

 

 

 


