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Tuesday, 2 July 2019 

 

 

 

Call to Order / Welcome 

 

Meeting called to order at 7:10 by Siddall, chair.  No new neighbors were present. 

 

Introduction / Guest Speakers 

 

Annette Shepherd – The Sanctuary owner clarified the rules for alcoholic beverages per The 

Commonwealth laws.  In general, beer is $4, craft beer $6, wine bottle $10.  She will provide and 

tabulate usage.  Bartenders if needed at $40 weeknight, more or less.  Kym Sutton is listed as an 

official volunteer for The Sanctuary.  All questions addressed.  Groups may bring food and non-

alcoholic beverages. 

 

Chris Comte – The plans for the fall tree planting program of the Garden Club were highlighted.  The 

Club has broadly promoted and all are encouraged to consider for their properties.  Date:  19 

October and 100 trees budgeted with the help of city for site preparation. 

 

Don Spalding – The need for shade in the 8th Street playground has led to formalizing plans for such.  

This includes but not limited trees to be planted approved by Rachel Comte, city arborist. 

 

Committee Reports 

 

Newport Police:  All are encouraged to be additional eyes and ears for the Department.  Criminals are 

rarely captured in the act by a policeman.  The crime over the last ten years has declined by 50% 

thanks to neighborhood vigilance.  Matters of restricted parking being abused by visitors were 

discussed.  Call the police if you notice cars parking for an extended period not belonging to 

residents. 

 

Beautification:  Emily Carabello highlighted Trash Bash ’19 this September, date not set. 

 

Dog Park:  Corey Siddall reported on the issue of the proposed closing of the Dog Park and moving all to 

an expanded area behind the public library.  He discussed the history of the park, the source for 

the funding, recent community meeting, and his personal conversations with key players.  A new 

dog park board was elected and there is a discussion as to whether the dog park board should seek 

501(c)3 status and sever connection with the ERHF or be a part of it complying with our 

approved bylaws.  An extended discussion followed. 

 

Philanthropic:  Elizabeth Robson provided a brief background to the presentation of last month and 

Scott Clark made a detailed explanation of the four proposed art projects.  The NKU Art 

Department is the sponsor and seeks $18,000 for all.   

 

 Moved and seconded:  The application for $2,000 support.  Passed unanimously. 

 

 

Christmas Tour:  Kym Sutton has 5-6 houses and continues to seek a chairperson as Brian Malone really 

wants to retire from this important responsibility. 

 



 

 

Historic Preservation:  John Morrow announced the next Renovation Happy Hour at 740 Linden 

Avenue, 10 July, 7-9pm. 

 

Welcoming Committee:  Ian Budd said there are no firm plans at the moment. 

 

Neighborhood Reps: Elizabeth Robson reported on the two special city commission meetings of 11 and 

17 June.  Of note was the extended discussion of the 2.5% alcohol regulatory license fees. The 

Commonwealth authorized up to 5%.  A percentage of police calls are  alcohol related.  On the 

other side, folks like Chamber of Commerce expressed concern as tourism and other new 

business may be impacted.  In addition one new business was granted new employee temporary 

credit.  There will be 100-150 new employees.  In addition, two new pedestrian bridges will be 

created at the Riverfront Commons.  

 

 

New Business:  None 

 

Old Business:  None 

 

Open Forum:  Nothing additional 

 

Approval of Minutes of 4 June 2019:  Moved and seconded the approval of the June minutes. 

 

Approval of Treasurer Report:  In the absence of the treasurer, no report provided. 

 

Adjournment 

Folks enjoyed the refreshments provided, yet again, by Angela and Corey Siddall.  All should 

consider volunteering for this hosting task. 


