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Newport History Museum Presents: 
Mourning the Creation of  Racial Categories 

The Newport History Museum @ The Southgate Street 
School presents the documentary Mourning the Creation 
of Racial Categories by Joan Ferrante on Friday, April 6, 
from 6:30 pm to 9:00 pm at 215 East Southgate Street 
(directly behind the Hofbrauhaus).

Mourning the Creation of Racial Categories is a free 
public showing of the documentary produced by NKU 
Sociology Professor Joan Ferrante and her students. A 
30-minute reflection and discussion will follow. 
 
At a recent showing of this film at NKU, audience 
members were stunned by its insight and its powerful 
presentation of a little-understood aspect of American 
history. Come see for yourself. The venue of this showing 
is Newport’s historic Southgate Street School, once a 
“blacks only” segregated schoolhouse and today a new 
museum of the city’s history.
 
Mourning the Creation of Racial Categories is a feature 
documentary that explores how racial categories 
were created in the United States and their lasting 

consequences. The film follows sociologist Joan Ferrante’s 
efforts to find unique ways of mourning the biological, 
family, romantic, and other bonds severed by this legally 
imposed system. Ferrante issued a call to students 
majoring in the creative and performing arts at Northern 
Kentucky University to become part of a creative team 
dedicated to realizing her vision. The film, narrated by 
the students, gives special attention to the laws enacted 
between 17th century Virginia and the Jim Crow era 
that made these categories matter. It features student 
choreography, music, sculpture, visual art, dramatic 
reenactments, poetry, and spoken word pieces —  all 
created with the aim of moving audiences to take notice 
and mourn how Americans were divided into categories 
we call races.
 
Hors d’oeuvres and non-alcoholic drinks provided. 
Seating is limited. RSVP required. RSVP via Eventbrite 
at: mourningfilm.eventbrite.com
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Newport Hires City Arborist
Over the last few years, 
there has been a resurgence 
of efforts to make Newport 
a great place to live. One 
of these efforts has been 
the partnership between 

multiple community groups and the city to plant and 
care for over 350 new trees, many in the least green 
neighborhoods of the city. In an effort to keep that 
momentum going, we are happy to welcome Rachel 
Comte as Newport’s part-time city arborist.
 
Rachel is an ISA Certified Arborist and works with cities 
across the country to improve urban forests and engage 
communities. She has developed master urban forest 
plans for numerous cities including Cleveland, Ohio, 
Charlotte, North Carolina, and Tallahassee, Florida, 
(among others) and managed tree planting contracts 
for the city of Philadelphia. She was also the catalyst for 
the Tree Revitalize movement in Newport, a community 
program that works to fund, plant, and care for new trees 
throughout the city.
 
Newport’s goal is to, at minimum, maintain the tree 
canopy cover (the amount of city covered by trees when 
viewed from aerial imagery) at the current 33%, while 
working to equalize the tree canopy cover between 
neighborhoods — all while maintaining public safety. 
 
To do this, Rachel will be working over the coming 
months with Public Works/Community Services to 
tackle a number of projects related to urban forestry in 
Newport, including implementation of a proactive tree-
care program to care for the existing trees in the city 
(including inventory management software), updating 
the city tree ordinance, and responding to inquiries from 
citizens on public trees.
 
We will update you as we make progress. You can contact 

BY CITY MANAGER TOM FROMME
Rachel at rcomte@newportky.gov.

Spring Tree Care Tip: Just Say No to Mulch Volcanoes!

Spring brings thoughts of flowers, gardening, and 
renewal, and begins the flurry of mulching throughout 
the city. There is a practice that is seen frequently but is 
very bad for the health of trees: mulch volcanoes. 

Mulch that touches the tree trunk invites decay and 
pests, and can kill the tree. The common effects of mulch 
heaped against a tree trunk include wood rot, which 
is likely to cause the tree’s death, girdling roots, and 
structure failure.

Mulching is beneficial for trees as it retains moisture in 
warm weather, improves soil as the mulch decomposes, 
and insulates the tree against temperature extremes. 
However, it must be applied correctly, which means 2-4 
inches deep to the drip line (outer edge of branches) and 
away from the trunk (see picture).

These mulch volcanoes can be seen everywhere, even by 
landscape companies on commercial properties. Help 
the trees —  just say NO to mulch volcanoes!
 
As always, if you have any questions email bholiday@
newportky.gov or call my office at 859-292-3687.  Great 
things are happening in Newport! Thanks for your efforts 
to continue to make Newport a great place to live, work, 
shop, and play.



Prior to the recent tragedies in Florida and Kentucky, 
safety assessments were being conducted at the Newport 
Independent School District by the Transportation 
Safety Administration (TSA) and the Kentucky Center 
for School Safety. During the visits, staff, students, and 
parents were asked questions regarding the safety of 
our schools. These results and security plans already in 
place are now the focus of district and school committees 
addressing opportunities to upgrade school safety.

“We’ve immediately increased supervision at each school, 
all classroom doors are now locked and employees are 
wearing identification badges,” stated Superintendent, 
Kelly Middleton. “Thanks to our Board of Education and 
the passage of the double nickel, we have reconstructed 
the entry of the high school with plans to renovate the 

Newport School District Upgrading Security at all Schools
BY KELLY GRAYSON entryways at the other two schools over the summer 

break,” he continued.

The safety committees are working with Newport first 
responders to update and create a more efficient and 
comprehensive safety plan. The district is also updating 
and replacing security and monitoring systems and 
installing additional lighting inside and outside buildings. 
“We’ve hired a school psychologist to support mental 
health wellness and train teachers and staff in mental 
health awareness,” explains Middleton.

School Safety at Newport is a continuous work in 
progress. “There are many security measures that are in 
place and may not be noticeable. The safety and security 
of our students, staff and schools are a top priority for the 
Board of Education and administration of the Newport 
School District,” continued Middleton.

Spring is here, and that means it’s time to make plans for 
the Newport Dog Park. Join us Sunday, April 8, at 1:30 
pm in the Campbell County Public Library (901 E. 6th) 
for a planning meeting, open to anyone and everyone 
interested in helping improve our beloved pup park. 
Please RSVP to Jen Shorten at newportdogpark@gmail.
com, so we can ensure we have enough space.

We will going over projects in progress and forming sub-
committees to spearhead the following initiatives:

1. Fence repairs
2. Estimates on ground-cover surface
3. NKY Picnic Table Project
4. Fall Pup Crawl

The meeting will be followed by a cleanup session at the 
park from 3:00 to 4:00 pm, so don’t forget your gloves!

Dog Park Planning Meeting and Cleanup
BY JEN SHORTEN

All park projects are led by volunteers and funded by 
donations and fundraisers. Whether you use the dog 
park daily, or just want to help out the neighborhood, 
your ideas  —  and your helping hands —   are welcomed 
and much appreciated. Thank you in advance!



Being a real estate agent allows me an opportunity to 
explore the wide array of architectural styles within the 
East Row Historic District —  something I embrace with 
great joy. There are so many wonderful styles. Lately, I’ve 
been admiring the many 
Italianate homes. I find 
that the western section 
of the East Row Historic 
District has a particularly 
noteworthy concentration 
of handsome Italianates.
 
Italianate homes are 
uniquely easy to identify. 
I admire the distinctive 
roofline: a flat, decorative cornice. These cornices are 
almost always supported by carved brackets (corbels) 
that are often painted in 
decorative colors. Added 
decoration is often inserted 
within the space between 
the corbels (referred to 
as a frieze). In many area 
homes, this frieze also 
provides an opportunity to 
add decoration.
 
I currently have a home 
listed at 719 Monroe Street 
that has painted and carved buttons within the frieze 
under the cornice. This home has also carried the concept 
inside with a tasteful frieze under the crown molding in 
the dining room. This Monroe Street home also has a 
recessed entrance door —  a welcome element not always 
displayed in this style.
 
Another distinguishing element of this style is a stone 
lintel over windows and doors. Quite often these lintels 

Our Italianate Treasures
BY CLINT COPENHAVER are carved or have some other ornamentation that gives 

a bit of dimensionality and flair.
 
I have also recently been intrigued by Italianate homes 
that feature vertical framing on the front corners of the 
home with contrasting colored stones. This is not an 

essential element of typical 
Italianate homes, and yet, 
it seems to have been a 
popular tradition to these 
homes in our area. These 
corners are known as quoins 
(pronounced coins). Coin is 
the French word for corner. 
The Penguin Dictionary of 
Architecture defines quoins 
as “The dressed stones at the 

corners of buildings, usually laid so that their faces are 
alternately large and small.”

 
The quoins seen in many 
local Italianate homes are 
likely for decoration only. 
They are usually of a different 
color than the building 
itself and sometimes they 
have a chamfer that gives 
dimensionality. This is not 
to say that quoins have no 
real structural purpose in 
construction; they do add a 

level of strength to additional vertical height.
 
I’m including two photos here. One photo shows the 
decorative frieze in the dining room of the home at 719 
Monroe Street. The other shows 530 Lexington Street, 
a home that I sold last year that initiated my interest in 
learning about quoins. Being surrounded by so much 
architectural beauty is a gift and something I truly 
appreciate!



A Busy April at the Newport Library
To get ready for Earth 
Day on Sunday, April 22, 
the Newport Branch of 
Campbell County Public 
Library is planning programs 
for young and old to help the 
environment.

For adults, learn to make your spring cleaning Earth-
friendly at “Clean Green with Seventh Street Gifts” on 
Saturday, April 14, at 2:00 pm. In partnership with the 
Deaf Institute of Cincinnati, Carisa from Seventh Street 

BY JIM PLESHINGER

Spring Into Science for Teens

Guests from the Cincinnati Museum Center 
will teach about forensics on Friday, April 13, 
at 3:30 pm, and chemistry on Friday, April 27, 
at 3:30 pm. Ages 12-19. Registration required.

Gifts in Newport will teach how to make all-natural, 
effective household cleaning items. Each person gets to 
make and blend a cleaning product. ASL interpreters will 
be provided for our friends in the deaf community.

Kids in grades 1-5 can join us for “Adventure Club Cares: 
Earth Day Olympics” on Tuesday, April 17, at 4:00 pm. 
There will be games and activities to learn how we can 
help the planet. We will have fun while we learn about 
recycling and conserving water.

Registration is required for both programs.

Family Fun Night

Enjoy books and board games, plus the Dis-
ney Pixar movie The Incredibles on Thursday, 
April 26, from 6:00 pm to 8:00 pm to get you 

ready for the long-awaited upcoming release of 
its sequel. Movie begins at 6:00 pm sharp. No 

need to register.

Upcoming Events
See all upcoming events at cc-pl.org.

Parent Café: Learn, Share,  
Connect

Meet other parents in our community and 
share ideas on parenting and create connec-

tions on Wednesday, April 29, from 6:00 pm to 
8:00 pm. Dinner and child care provided and 

families will receive a free book. Please register 
and indicate food allergies in the comments 

section.

Early Childhood Literacy Fair

Saturday, May 5, from 10:00 am to 12:00 pm: 
Children can get free developmental and 

vision screenings. There will be face painters 
and balloon artists, several “learn as you play” 
stations, “Songs for Seeds,” an award winning 

musical program, and kids will get to meet 
Batman! No need to register.



2018 Regional History Series
The 2018 Regional 
History Series kicks off 
Thursday, April 26, at 
7:00 pm with “Exploring 
Our Region’s Prehistory.” 
Kenton County Historical 
Society president Robert 

D. Webster discusses our region’s history prior to the 
existence of the Ohio River. Learn about early rivers 
and trails and prehistoric civilizations. The presentation 
will also touch on the excursion of Christopher Gist and 
other early explorers.

Street Cleaning
Street Cleaning continues, weather permitting. 
Please check the signs posted on the poles for your 
designated week and day. The purpose of street 
cleaning is to keep our neighborhood streets looking 
nice and clean.

Other upcoming Regional History Series events are at 7 
pm Thursdays on the following dates:

• May 10: Kentucky’s Private Civil War with Dr. 
Christopher Phillips of University of Cincinnati

• May 31: Kentucky Settlement and Statehood with 
State Historian Dr. James C. Klotter

• June 7: William Goebel: The Politics of Wrath, also 
with Dr. Klotter

Registration is required; registration opens two months 
before each event date.
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NBA April Meeting
BY BEV HOLIDAY, NBA VICE PRESIDENT

The Newport 
B u s i n e s s 
A s s o c i a t i o n 
(NBA) will 
feature a panel 
discussion on 
“Transportation 
U p d a t e s ” 

for projects and events in the city at its meeting on 
Wednesday, April 25, from 8:00 am to 9:00 am in the City 
Building at 998 Monmouth Street in the Multi-Purpose 
Room. The meeting is free to attend and open to the 
public.

Before You Renovate...
Before making changes to the exterior of your 
home, it’s important to consult the city’s Historic 
Preservation Officer, Scott Clark (859-655-6347, 
sclark@newportky.gov), to ensure the work conforms 
to the historic guidelines.  It is also necessary to display 
a permit that shows the work has been approved.


