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Foundation is published monthly 
and paid for by the East Row Historic
Foundation (ERHF). Diverse, respon-
sible commentary is encouraged. 
All opinions are those of the authors
and do not necessarily express the
opinions of the ERHF and its officers.
Articles, editorials, classifieds or 
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Fran Blasing, Nadine Parris, or 
Bob Yoder. The editors reserve 
the right to edit all submissions or
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Drop off at 611 Monroe 
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fmblasing@aol.com

Next Meeting
Joint meeting for Gateway and 
Mansion Hill neighborh o o d s

Tu e s d a y, January 8, 7:30 p.m., 
St. Mark Lutheran Church, 
M o n roe & Eighth Stre e t s .
Meetings are held on the first 
Tuesday of the month at 7:30 p.m.
at St. Mark Church at the corner 
of Monroe and 8th.

Editors of The Vo i c e
Fran Blasing
Nadine Parris
Bob Yo d e r

Letters of opinion to The Voice are 
welcome but must be signed if they are 
to be published. The editors re s e rve the
right to edit for length. Thank you.
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Christmas Tour Is A Great Success
by Rebecca Walker Drouhar d

Judging from the response of those attending the event, our East Row
Victorian Christmas Tour was a great success this year. We added a 
seventh home and a seventh point of interest this year, along with
Monmouth Street and the Levee, to spread out the crowd. Our goals
w e re to present our neighborhood in a positive light, for the home-
owners to enjoy sharing their homes, and of course, to raise money for
East Row’s continued goals of preservation, beautification and education.

We had 2,300 paying visitors, 147 volunteers who redeemed their 
tickets and 47 individuals who were given free copies of the tour map
when we ran out of tickets on Sunday at 5:45 p.m. That is a total of
2,500 visitors touring homes, up from our re c o rd of 1,800 last year. 
We deposited just over $23,000 dollars (with Christmas Store re c e i p t s )
and should net at least $19,000 after expenses. As the tour continues to
g row in popularity and attendance, my recommendation for next year is
to limit ticket sales to 1,000 per day for an event with six homes and
1,200 a day for an event with seven homes. Also, it is time to raise the
ticket price to $15. We will need to give notice of this change in policy.

I want to acknowledge many of the people who helped to make the
tour such a success:

We are greatful, as always, to the homeowners: Roger and Donna
Weddle, Al and Dianne Mulholland, Michael and Tylene Cronin, Sara
Bulla and B renda Jarvis, Sandra Terry, Valerie and Rich Livingood, and
Tony and Ann Bagshaw. I hope you enjoyed sharing your homes as
much as people enjoyed visiting them. No marketing campaign can come
close to the impact of your personal touch in greeting visitors and
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demonstrating what a wonderful neighborhood we
have. We appreciate St. John’s Church for allowing us
to use their church and the Wiedemann Mansion once
again. And we would like to thank Joan Haas for her
h a rd work organizing their Liturgical Festival on the
same weekend as the tour. Butch Mack continues to
contribute to the tour each year with expanded events
at the Masonic Lodge. Shirley Tu rner makes sure that
St. Mark Lutheran Church is always available to us
and also provides us with bus transportation. Joeline
and Paul Lecture, along with newlyweds Todd and
Christie Hosea were gracious in opening their homes
(yet again) as points of interest for the tour. The
c h u rch condos are always requested by our visitors.
In fact, I have learned that people will knock on the
L e c t u re’s door even when the condos are not on the
t o u r. 

New additions this year were Trinity Baptist Churc h
(with Pastor Livingood doing double duty with his
house on the tour) and the Southgate Street Public
S c h o o l .

Many thanks to all of you. You ARE the event!

As for my merry band of committee men and
women: 

Victoria Dickson did a terrific job as co-chair this
year and I am pleased to announce that she will be
chairing the tour next year. All the old pros were
t h e re for me again: Mary Beth Cro c k e r, Diane Roach,
John Blinaught, Susan Hines, Donna Barrie and Bruce
Murray. These neighbors will not fail you and I look
f o r w a rd to joining their ranks to support Victoria next
y e a r. Committee members Susan Ankenbauer, Angela
Siddall and Katherine Daniels are like CIA operatives.
You give them a mission and you don’t hear anything
and when the time comes they have completed their
tasks perfectly. I don’t think it is a coincidence that
they are all professionals in the field of education.
Nadine Parris designed and delivered the ticket and

poster as well as delivering her new son Jacob all in
the same week. Paul Goodwin helped enlist Multi-
Craft Litho to print the tickets and posters. Multi-Craft
Litho is my new favorite corporate citizen. New neigh-
bor Darryl Strickler, with assistance from Susan Ye l t o n ,
p re p a red a delicious dinner for us on Saturday of the
t o u r. I highly recommend his recipe for jambalaya. 
Jim Swearingen, with assistance from Emery Schmidt,
did a wonderful job with the diversity theme of the
table settings. Rick Williams was a great help in test-
ing the waters for a combined event with Monmouth
S t reet and the Levee and Jeff Hall created the lovely
displays in the urns along Sixth Street. I had gre a t
support early on from Michael Jackson, who helped
convince neighbors to open their homes. I did not
think we would have enough homes to have on tour
this year, but Michael came to the rescue. Finally,
Anita Bosserman had the most challenging job of all –
wrangling volunteers. Not only was she new to the
n e i g h b o rhood and the committee, but I gave her two
additional homes to staff. A tough job well done (with
some help from Larry Bosserman as well).

I hope everyone noticed the hard work of the
City’s General Services Department. Richard Baker and
his crew made sure the streets were spotless. Thanks
to everyone. It really does take a “ Victorian” village.



421 Monmouth St., Newport, Kentucky 41071
8 5 9 - 2 6 1 - 4 2 8 7
w w w . k e n t u c k y h a u s . c o m

Berea College Crafts • Bybee Pottery • Juried Kentucky Crafts 
Baskets/Books/Candles • Paintings/Prints/Furniture • Gift Baskets

Winner of “The Market 2000 Kentucky
Retailer of the Year” award

It is exciting to see the enthusiastic interest displayed by the 
participants in this year’s Light-A-Home Contest. The number of
homes decorated and the quality if the lighting schemes made it
very difficult to select winners. As a fellow citizen of Newport, I feel
the care, pride, and effort of the homeowners is reflective of the
true spirit of the City and of the Season!

Among the criteria used in judging the contest are: overall aesthetic
appeal, creativity, and technical achievement.

First Place – 433 East 5th Stre e t
This house is “Festively Fun!” The quantity of lights and figures, 
the movement of figures and light, the attention to detail and the
sheer effort involved make this my choice for the top prize.

Second Place – 717 Linden Av e n u e
Special effort was taken to come up with lights necessary to carry
out this patriotic theme, which I find most appropriate this year.

T h i rd Place – 415 East 5th Stre e t
This house is bright and well lit yet displays a good deal of 
elegance. The entire height of the house is decorated and the 
windows have lighted candelabra and wreaths. Natural wreaths
and roping add a finishing touch.

Honorable Mention – 
429 East 5th Street, 303-305 Overton Street, 
815 Linden Avenue, and 322 Park Av e n u e
Painter and pastelist Tom Mitts is a Newport artist whose work 
concentrates on nocturnal landscape imagery. Many of his subjects
are of Newport during the Christmas season. His award-winning
works are in numerous private and corporate collections, and his
work has been published locally and national. Tom’s keen sense of
light and form along with his experience with nighttime scenes
make him a uniquely qualified judge for this years’ Light-A-Home
Contest. Also, Tom’s work has recently been selected by the
Kentucky Arts Council for the Kentucky Visions: 2000 exhibition in
the Governor’s Mansion in Frankfort, KY. Visit his home page at:
www.southwood.com/timmitts/

We would like to thank:
Tom Mitts for judging the contest

Sweet Tooth Candies who provided a gift of delicious candy 
for Mr. Mitts

Angela Siddall for coordinating the contest

Rebecca Walker Drouhard – Victorian Christmas Tour Chairperson

Victoria Dickson – Victorian Christmas Tour Co-Chairperson

East Row Victorian Christmas Tour 
2001 Light-A-Home Contest
by Angela Siddall



This Month
N e w p o rt City Commissioners Meetings
December 8, 15, 22 & 29
7 p.m., Multi-Purpose Room, City of Newport, 
998 Monmouth Street. Information: 292-3666 or
w w w . c i t y o f n e w p o r t k y . o rg

8 
N e w p o rt Business Association 
Monthly Meeting
We d n e s d a y, January 31
An evening at the “New” Gallery Theatre next to
the Costume Gallery on Monmouth Street – this
will be the NBA’s annual awards meeting.

For All Yo u r
Printing Needs

PHONE: 2 6 1 - 4 4 3 4
FAX: 2 6 1 - 4 4 4 7

Espresso is Back!
New Fresh Fruit Smoothies!

529 Overton St. • 581-1776

For Sale - Antique oak dresser made into
single lavatory and two antique light fix-
t u res.  Call (859) 291-9414.

Happy 
New Year 

f rom the East Row 
Historic Foundation

Please attend the monthly 
meetings of the 

East Row Historic 
Foundation and participate 

in decision-making that 
a ffects your neighborhood. 


