
M a rch 2002
The Voice of the East Row Historic
Foundation is published monthly 
and paid for by the East Row Historic
Foundation (ERHF). Diverse, respon-
sible commentary is encouraged. 
All opinions are those of the authors
and do not necessarily express the
opinions of the ERHF and its officers.
Articles, editorials, classifieds or 
calendar items should be sent to 
Fran Blasing, Nadine Parris, or 
Bob Yoder. The editors reserve 
the right to edit all submissions or
reject inappropriate material.

Deadline for submissions is the 
15th of the month. 

Drop off at 611 Monroe 
Street or via e-mail: 

nparris@fuse.net, 
rjyoder@fuse.net or 
fmblasing@aol.com

Next Meeting
Joint meeting for Gateway and 
Mansion Hill neighborh o o d s

Tu e s d a y, March 5, 7:30 p.m., 
St. Mark Lutheran Church, 
M o n roe & Eighth Stre e t s .
Meetings are held on the first 
Tuesday of the month at 7:30 p.m.
at St. Mark Church at the corner 

of Monroe and 8th.

Editors of The Vo i c e
Fran Blasing
Nadine Parris
Bob Yo d e r

Letters of opinion to The Voice are 
welcome but must be signed if they are 
to be published. The editors re s e rve the
right to edit for length. Thank you.
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M a rch Agenda:
• New Neighbors
• Pre s e n t a t i o n s
• Barbara Bonnie

Newport Public Library

• Jan Knepshield
“Nominate a Neighbor” Pro g r a m

• Committee Reports
• Old Business
• New Business
• 2002 ERHF Officer Election

Election Night
The next East Row Historic Foundation meeting, March 5, will be 

election night. Below you will find a list of all the nominees that will 
be on the ballot. Please attend the meeting and cast your vote.

C h a i r p e r s o n / P re s i d e n t : Bob Yo d e r
D i re c t o r / A d v i s o r :

Mansion Hill William Dickson
Christopher Zeigler

Gateway J e ff Hall
Tre a s u re r : Larry Bosserm a n
S e c re t a r y : Angela Siddall

S m a rt Growth Bill has Historic
P re s e rvation Tax Cre d i t s
Patton’s plan, House Bill 600, includes several tax credit programs for the rehabilitation of
historic properties, new construction in historic districts and construction of affordable
housing in distressed neighborhoods. It also ensures that state government coordinates the
locating of state facilities with local communities and establishes a State Planning Assistance
Office to provide support and assistance to local communities in their planning efforts.

The governor said he established the state tax credit program to promote “healthy down-
towns and strong neighborhoods.” 

The first credits are for certified rehabilitation of property located in a historic district or
listed on the National Register. Since owner occupied residential property is currently not
eligible for the federal tax credit, Patton is proposing a 30-percent state tax credit for reha-
bilitation of these residences. Secondly, commercial property would be eligible for a 20-per-
cent credit of one quarter of the qualified expenditure to supplement the federal credit.

Patton said the third credit is a 10-percent credit for qualified new construction in historic
districts.

Continued on 4



Subs, Salads and
Fresh Fruit Smoothies!
Third and Saratoga • 581-1776

The Newport Mentoring
P roject Seeks Your Help
The Newport Mentoring Project is a year-round, community-based
program, sponsored by the Newport Independent Schools. The pro-
gram focuses on developing one-to-one relationships between
Newport students who are in need of a positive role model and car-
ing, adult volunteers. Volunteers must be at least 21 years old and
of good character. Volunteers are generally expected to maintain
weekly involvement with a child for one year. Each volunteer and
their mentee schedule their own weekly activities. Structured,
group activities scheduled periodically throughout the year are also
available to all mentoring matches.

The program is funded through a grant from the Office of Juvenile
Justice and Delinquency Prevention. Newport Independent Schools
partner with Big Brothers Big Sisters of Greater Cincinnati, Inc.
(BBBS) to implement the program. BBBS provides orientation and
screening of all potential volunteers; case management and on-
going supervision of mentoring matches; insurance coverage for all
volunteers; monthly newsletter and free or discounted passes for
many local sporting and recreational events.

The screening process for volunteers includes: 

• Written application

• 3 personal references

• 2-hour orientation

• Criminal record check

• Myers-Briggs Personality Test

• In-home interview

For information or to volunteer, contact Connie Venable, Mentoring
Coordinator, 859-292-0882.s

Classified Ads
A p a rtment for Rent
Newly renovated 1-bedroom apartment is available for rent: first
floor, wood floors, backyard patio, great landlords and only blocks
away from Newport On The Levee.  $475 + utilities. Call Jim or
Deanna at 859-261-6214.

D e p ression Glass for Sale:
Pink, Green & Crystal. Call 859-291-2565 for patterns & prices. 

THE MONROE
10TH AND MONROE NEWPORT491-7666 491-9666

Introducing Denise Hoover Nail Technician
specializing in manicures, pedicures and 

artificial nails.

Call today to ask about our 
March special.



by Emily Bultler, Newport Historic Preservation Officer

With spring almost here, many people are beginning to think about
painting their homes – be it the trim on an unpainted brick Queen
Anne, or the entire body of a previously painted Italianate. For those
who own the prior, remember that the East Row Historic District
Design Review Guidelines do not allow previously unpainted brick
to be painted (just think – one less item on your old home to main-
tain!). No matter what type of home you own, nearly everyone needs
to deal with paint at some point. Of particular interest to many his-
toric homeowners is picking a color scheme. Many historic build-
ing owners are concerned with what colors are considered to be
appropriate for their home, as well as wanting something that looks
good. While the Historic Preservation Office does not control paint
colors (with the exception of “intense bright and arresting colors
such as florescent green, orange, yellow and similar shades”), the
history of your house and its style can help with these decisions. 

Before the Civil War, paint was mixed by a local painter, who creat-
ed the colors according to what his clients desired, and what was
readily available. However, by the 1870s, most buildings would have
been painted with ready-mixed paint. These were richer and more
colorful than paints previously available. As well, popular pattern
books and color paint brochures helped to homogenize building
colors all over the country, as many owners and contractors now
were able to choose from the same palettes, rather than local and
regional variations. 

What is considered to be historically appropriate is generally more
accurate by considering style rather than time period. Colonial
Revival homes, for example, had very different color schemes than
Arts and Crafts homes, even though their popularity coincided.
Colonial Revival homes utilized light colors such as white and pale
yellow, while Arts and Crafts homes emphasized simple, natural col-
ors that were already reflected in the architectural elements of the
building and the land around it – greens, browns, grays, brick and
terra-cotta colors. Arts and Crafts homes had an emphasis on mate-
rials, massing, texture and exposed structure, which is the reason
that many of the district’s Arts and Crafts-inspired homes were left
unpainted. Italianate structures were often painted colors in an
attempt to simulate brownstone, sandstone or limestone, often uti-
lizing warm grays, browns and sandy yellows. Queen Anne buildings
tended towards deep, rich colors that often created contrasting
schemes. Lighter, simpler color schemes were introduced with the
later popularity of the Neoclassical and Colonial Revival styles.

The vibrantly painted Victorian buildings popularized in San
Francisco called Painted Ladies, while often quite striking, histori-
cally speaking are more a product of tastes of the 1970s and 1980s
than of owners 100 years ago. Painted Ladies are generally found
only in certain areas of the country, most notably California and
Florida. In addition, masonry buildings, if painted, tended to be
carried out in much more subdued tones than clapboard structures
of the same age and style. Even at the height of popularity, poly-
chromy was often limited to a two-toned paint scheme. This was
necessary for simplicity, ease of maintenance and cost. By the end
of the 19th century, multicolor schemes were passing out of fashion.

The trim on buildings was also treated differently than many current
homeowners may realize. In the first half of the 19th century, the
practice of painting the trim a lighter color than the body was in
vogue. This was later replaced with the trend of painting trim a
bold, contrasting color. Dark red, browns, grays and dark yellows

were common colors for body and trim in the late 19th century.
While bright colors such as blues and yellows were used, they gen-
erally highlighted small details, and were not used on the body or
the trim of a Victorian building. The brackets, one of the most visu-
ally distinguishable characteristics of Italianate buildings, were pre-
dominantly painted in the trim color to match the frieze and soffit of
the cornice, as they were meant to demonstrate the supportive
nature of the brackets, and were not visually distinguished with
another color.

To make certain that your paint job lasts as long as it should, and
looks good in the meantime, it is crucial that certain steps are
taken. Repainting should always occur before the current paint
fails, allowing moisture to penetrate the substrate, and hastening
paint deterioration. If moisture problems are evident, it is crucial to
identify the source – deteriorated flashing, leaking or missing gut-
ters and downspouts are some of the most common problems –
and to repair it before repainting a building. Without fixing the
source of the problem, it will only continue to deteriorate, causing
a fresh paint job to fail as well. After a job is completed, occasional
touch-ups will prolong its life.

Several national brands, including Benjamin Moore, Sherwin
Williams and Devoe, offer palettes with historical colors. These are
a great place to turn to find colors that suit your home. If you are
looking for a historically accurate paint scheme, then the colors
should be selected from what was available at the time, as well as
what suits the style and age of your building. Additionally, consider
what the paint job will do to the house from a maintenance per-
spective. Are more colors or fewer colors good for you?  This is
something that needs to be kept up and redone over the years. Most
importantly, the paint should enhance your building, and therefore
be both appealing on it and pleasing to you.

Whether or not you decide to try and replicate a historic paint
scheme for your home, or go with something a little different, there
are several sources available about historic paint colors and paint-
ing techniques that can aid in your endeavor. These include:

• Caring for Your Historic House , published by Heritage
Preservation and the National Park Service

• Victorian Exterior Decoration: How to Paint Your Nineteenth-
Century American House Authentically , by Roger W. Moss and
Gail Caskey Winkler

• Paint in America: The Colors of Historic Buildings , Roger W.
Moss, editor

The Historic Preservation Office also has various articles on paint,
both exterior and interior, available. If you would like copies,
please contact Emily Butler at 292-3666.s

Exterior Paint: What Suits My House?



This Month

N e w p o rt City Commissioners Meetings
M a rch  4, 11, 18 & 25
7 p.m., Multi-Purpose Room, City of Newport, 
998 Monmouth Street. Information: 292-3666 or
w w w . c i t y o f n e w p o r t k y . o rg

8 
Celebrate Nort h e rn Kentucky's Heritage
The Fourth Annual History Day, a regional get-together
at Nort h e rn Kentucky University, will take place on
S a t u rd a y, March 9. 
Registration is $5.00 in advance by Feb. 24 and
$6.00 at the door. For more information, please
call Karl Lietzenmayer at (859) 261-2807.

8 
N e w p o rt Board of Education Meeting
M a rch  27
7:30 p.m., Central Office 3rd Floor, 301 E. 8th
S t reet, Newport, KY (859) 292-3001 or 
w w w . n e w p o r t w i l d c a t s . o rg

8 
N e w p o rt Business Association Meeting
M a rch  27
7:00 a.m., Detroit Joe’s, 115 E. 9th Street, Newport

8 

For All Yo u r
Printing Needs

PHONE: 2 6 1 - 4 4 3 4
FAX: 2 6 1 - 4 4 4 7

Historic Pre s e rvation Tax Cre d i t s
Because affordable housing is key to quality growth, the fourth tax
credit adds to Patton’s commitment to making homeownership
within the reach of all Kentuckians. A tax credit, not to exceed 10
percent of appraised value of renovated property, would be avail-
able for qualified redevelopment of property in a neighborhood
redevelopment zone (with a post-renovation value of less than or
equal to $80,000).

It’s important for us to let our state legislators know we support
House Bill 600.

For more information the proposed bill, please visit Commonwealth
Preservation Advocates web site at www.commonwealthpreserva-
tion.org.s

Continued from 1

Classified Ads
For Sale: 
Chambers Stove, old commercial stove, 2 ornate gas stoves, wall
hanging sinks, register grates.

Call 859-491-7984


