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EAST ROW PROGRESSIVE DINNER
A Night of Italian Feasting!

Come Eat, Drink and be Merry

Save Saturday, June 11 for the East Row Progressive
Dinner.  It is a wonderful opportunity to meet new neighbors
and see old friends after a long winter.  

All guests will start the evening together at one home for
appetizers and Happy Hour (BYOB). Dividing into smaller
groups, we will progress to several homes for the main course.
Afterward, we will all get together again for dessert.  If you are
willing to host (or co-host) one of the courses, please let us
know.  

(Continued on Page 2)

��

Message from the Chair

As I wrote in last month’s edition of The Voice, members of
the ERHF have a tradition of helping create and promote a
positive image for our city. Once again, we have reason to be
proud. At our last meeting, members voted to spend up to
$3,000 for a beautification project at 3rd and Park Avenue.

This year, thousands of visitors will take the 3rd Street exit
on their way to visit various destinations in Newport. For
many, this busy gateway offers them a first glimpse of what
our city has to offer. Thanks to members of the ERHF and the
Newport Garden Club, visitors will be greeted by a well-
maintained and beautifully landscaped garden.

ERHF would like to thank the city for recognizing the
importance of this project and for offering its assistance by
agreeing to finance the installation of a permanent sprinkler
system for the garden.

This project was a terrific example of community and
government working together for the benefit of our entire city.
Congratulations!

Jeff Ballard



Progressive Dinner 
(continued from Page 1)

If you are not one of the hosts, tell us if you would
prefer to bring an appetizer, dessert, side dish or
salad for the main course.

We have a number of people already signed up
so please respond as soon as possible. Please contact
Bev Simon 292-8664 or Nancy Hollingsworth 
291-6090. You can also reach us by e-mail.
BeverlySimon@aol.com or nlhollingsworth@fuse.net.

��
Spring Clean Up
By Joyce Chastang

The cold, dull days of February and March are past
and it’s that time of year again-glorious spring! With
the grass growing and the flowers blooming it’s time
to get outside and spruce up our beautiful
neighborhood. The ERHD has scheduled its spring
clean-up for May 14 to coincide with the city
cleanup. Dumpsters are available at the city garage
for large items and F-A Construction has generously
donated the use of its dump truck for smaller items.
The truck will be parked on Providence Way for use
as a collection point from 2-4. So gather up a group
of neighbors and become part of our “clean team”
and make our streets and alleys sparkle like never
before.

��
Greek Restaurant Opens Near
the Levee
By Mary Beth Crocker

A small Greek restaurant is now open across from
Newport on the Levee, at Third and Saratoga.
Mythos By The Levee - George’s Grecian Grill is in
the same building as Holiday House Liquors, so you
could easily walk by and miss it.  But you don’t
want to since the owner, George Psihountakis, a
real character, says he’ll challenge anyone to serve
better Greek food. 

At Mythos By The Levee, the food is authentic
and extremely fresh.  The restaurant serves a
special every day and soup of the day such as
Avgolemono Soup, a creamy, chicken-broth based
lemon and rice soup.  The gyros, a Greek standard
of sliced rotisserie-roasted beef and lamp seasoned

with herbs and spices, are delicious.  Gyros are
served with tomatoes and onions on pita bread, and
topped with the infamous, tangy cucumber-based
tzatziki sauce. 

In addition, the restaurant serves appetizers,
salads, pita sandwiches, a few low carb items,
desserts such as baklava, and other items.
Vegetarians have plenty of choices. 

The place is small and unlike the other
restaurants at the levee, perfect to stop by for a
quick bite.  Of course, they offer take-out, too.  It is
open Monday-Saturday for lunch and dinner. 

To draw more attention to the restaurant and to
separate it from the liquor store, Psihountakis
expects to install blue awnings and more signs.

��
Oops!   Correction!

In the last issue we printed the dates for the East
Row Garden walk as June 24 and 25. Actually the
correct dates are Saturday and Sunday, June 25 and
26. See more on the walk in the Garden Club article.

��
Ideas To Consider
By Monica Stephenson

One warm day last fall several of us from the ERHD
met informally at St. John’s United Church of Christ.
We generated some ideas that I hope will produce
some response from neighbors and perhaps may
even be a reason for more of you to attend our
meetings, the next of which is Tuesday, May 3.
Change, after all, is often a good thing. What about a
new venue for our meetings?  The cheerful
surroundings and the excellent acoustics at the
church, as well as the refreshments we brought,
made a pleasant morning session.  Maybe we could
have refreshments and a social session at the end of
the business meeting? Maybe a new place would
work?  We also hoped to tighten up that business
session by adhering to Robert’s Rules or a more
carefully followed time frame. Having a speaker at
each meeting could be a draw and prove to be
invaluable about educating us in forwarding our
mission of historic preservation.  Speakers could
cover the following:  how to research the age and
history of our houses... including original owners,
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how to discover what our house’s original appearance
was, how to distinguish one architectural style from
another, and how to choose compatible colors that
enhance our neighborhood.

��
Ride with Newport’s Finest
By Nancy Stephens

If you’ve never had a fantasy about starring in your
own “Newport PD Blue,”  how about a ride on the
wild side with Officer Ronnie Gross of the Newport
Police?  Enroll in the ten week Citizen’s Police
Academy to get an up close and personal look at the
inner workings of our local force.

Lieutenant Paul Morgan and Officer Demitri
Baloglou are coordinators of the program, which
includes a tour of the police and Campbell County
dispatch facilities, an overview of the laws of arrest,
information regarding firearms with an optional
firing of weapons at the firing range, a SWAT team
demonstration and a bike patrol presentation.  The
K-9 exhibition illustrates the use of dogs for
narcotics investigations, as well as for searching and
tracking.  

Some classes, such as a visit to the jail provided
by Jailer Greg Buckler, occur outside the building.
At least once during the course, participants are
encouraged to do a minimum four hour ride-along.

Officer Baloglou describes this academy as an
ongoing effort by the police department to build a
partnership with the community, to become
involved with its citizens, and, together with us, to
continue to make Newport a better place.  

��
City Reviews Ordinances
By Nancy Stephens

Committed residents of the historic area dutifully
apply for COA’s, certificates of appropriateness, and
follow them despite the additional time and money
they often add to our restoration projects.  We
realize that following the historic guidelines makes
our community more beautiful and reaffirms our
support for a neighborhood that continues to attract
new residents making it one of the top five in terms
of growth in the tri-state area.   

On the other hand, sometimes we bemoan the
lack of teeth that would make the enforcement of

these COA’s meaningful. There may be help on the
way. Doug Roell, who oversees capital projects for
Newport, met recently with the city manager, Phil
Ciafardini and other department heads.  This group
has conducted a thorough review for the purpose of
changing the codification. According to Mr. Roell,
“These recommendations have been turned over to
the city commissioners who are at present taking
under consideration these suggestions.  The
commissioners will review the suggestions and
make the changes they deem appropriate.”

For residents concerned about more stringent
enforcement of COA’s and of other issues pertaining
to the ERHD, monitoring the published agenda of
public city commission meetings would be an
excellent opportunity to offer input that might help
these changes come about.

��
News from your 
Newport Independent Schools
By Bill Shamblin

Recently the Newport Independent School district
(NIS) initiated an aggressive program of improvement.
With the support of the Newport Board of Education,
the City of Newport and a broad-base of stakeholders
— the district is in the process of finalizing a five-year
plan with the goal of significantly increasing the rigor
and quality of instruction across grades K-12.

Initial implementation of the plan will coincide with
the start of the fall 2005-2006 school year.

The district plan focuses on three primary areas:

• School readiness: Programs to address the
developmental needs of our preschool
students.

• Literacy & Mathematics: Focus on increasing
the emphasis and rigor across all grades. 

• Professional Development (PD) for

Teachers: Design and implement staff training
plans that ensure effective teaching of
curriculum. 

More detail on the district’s improvement plan will
be provided in the upcoming district newsletter.

If you would like to learn more about your Newport
Independent School district please contact, Bill
Shamblin, Director of Communications at 292-3047,
or bshamblin@newport.k12.ky.us
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Gate Owners Urged to Take
Precautions
By Nancy Stephens

In a visit to the last ERHD meeting, Sergeant James
Snider described a recent spate of ornamental gate
robberies.  Sgt. Snider’s visit is part of a program by
our police to attend each meeting of all Newport
neighborhood associations.  “It is important,” he
stated, “for us to hear your concerns and to allow
you to keep abreast of police efforts regarding our
community.” 

Sgt. Snider recommended that residents with
ornamental gates utilize some precautions.  First, he
suggested that an identifying number or name could
be etched on the gate.  “This makes it easier,”
commented Sgt. Snider, “for investigating police to
find these gates at some of the antique flea markets
where they may be unwittingly sold.”  Also, using a
protective lock welded to the gate can cut down on
thefts.  

Nancy Hollingsworth, in attendance at the
meeting, described the lock that a local company,
Buecker Iron Works, welded on their ornamental
gate.  She explained that Buecker is willing to come
to your house and see if such a lock can be fitted
onto your gate.  

��
The Urns are Planted
By Bruce Murray

Thanks again to Jeff Hall and Andrea Heil for
planting the 6th St. Urns on Saturday April 16. Three
families have volunteered to water for the duration
of the summer and we need more volunteers to
insure that the plants stay healthy. 

Call Bruce Murray at 261-4940 if you would like
to help with the watering.
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• Juried Kentucky Crafts
• Baskets/Books/Candles
• Bybee Pottery
• Berea College Crafts
• Gift Baskets

859-261-4287
www.kentuckyhaus.com
email: kyhaus@kentuckyhaus.com
411 East 10th Street • Newport, Kentucky 41071

Gerri’s Column

For Historic flowers try Old House Gardens in
Ann Arbor, MI www.oldhousegardens.com
You might find a tulip favored by Thomas Jefferson or
something you remember seeing in your Grandmother’s
garden. Old house gardens collects, researches and
cultivates antique bulbs dating from the 1500’s through
the 1920’s. They have bulbs you can’t get anywhere
else and as they say…

“Nothing suits a Victorian and Arts-and-Crafts home
better than Victorian and Arts-and-Crafts bulbs”

Gerri Jones: Living and working in our neighborhood
RE/MAX P & O Co. gljones@zoomtown.com
513-476-8133

Friday evenings from 5:30 to 7:30 and Saturday afternoons
from 3:00 to 5:00 in April and May we will have
demonstrations, speakers and refreshments.

Friday, April 29 and Saturday, April 30
John Phelps, experienced historic renovator, with his outdoor
entertaining centers and gardening tables. Discuss you home
remodeling project with him.

Friday, May 6 and Saturday, May 7
Bob Zimmerman, with personalized paper products and
nature-inspired lamps.

Friday, May 13 and Saturday, May 14
Nancy Stephens on fool-proof flower arranging.

581-9100  •  491-1664
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Garden Club Notes
By Bruce Murray

The East Row Garden Club is preparing for the
Garden Tour on Saturday and Sunday, June 25 and
26. The Garden Walk will feature nine gardens, all
within walking distance of the Water Tower Square
parking lot.  The club is looking for volunteers for
the walk. A volunteer “works” for three hours and
receives a free ticket to the tour. Call 859 292-0978
to volunteer. 

The April meeting adjourned to Scott Crisler’s
home to watch “Garden Sense”, the Jay Schatz cable
program. This episode featured the remake of Kevin
and Jane Murphy’s garden on Overton St. 

The club also held two work sessions at the 3rd
and Park garden during April to begin spring
planting. 

Kevin Murphy, John Brewer and Joe Gerwe move plants at the
3rd  & Park Garden.

The May meeting will be held at the Hannaford
starting at 6:30 p.m. to prepare for the Garden Walk.
Any interested Newport resident may attend.

��

HELLO EAST ROW VILLAGE
By Beverly Simon

Spring is here and it is time again to go outside and
meet your neighbors and neighborhood businesses.
I had the best cup of coffee...not espresso...just
coffee at the Levee Perk at 337 York Street.  They
get their coffee from a local guy in Norwood, and it
is delivered within 24 hours of roasting.  I under-

stand that is the most important contribution to
good tasting coffee.  You can buy it by the pound for
$6.85.

The place is clean and cute and owned by and
mother and daughter team. 

They also do catering.  Levee Perk is open from
7:00 a.m.  to 3:00 p.m. for breakfast and lunch.
Starting in June they will be open on Saturdays.

I had to do my taxes, last minute, and went to
Newport Tax Service at 815 Monmouth.  Of course, I
had to wait, so I took a walk down Monmouth.
Ahhh...two jewelry stores...well, two pawn shops
really.  So who did I meet but an Elvis impersonator!
It isn’t every day I go to look at jewelry and end up
being serenaded by a man who sounds so much like
Elvis I blushed.  Steve Chulte has a beautiful voice
and also designs and makes jewelry pieces.
Pawnshop jewelry is well priced and the sizing is
free.  A black motorcycle with orange flames was
parked out front...bet it was his I love Newport!  
You never know what character you will run into
next.

Call me at 859/292-8664, with people, places or
events you would like me to write about.

An intriguing thought...the hardest thing in life
to learn is which bridge to cross and which bridge
to burn.

��

“Voice” on the Web

We’re still getting a lot of information and now you
can email to voice@eastrow.org, so we expect to get
more. We just can’t fit everything this month
including the full article about planning for the
school district. Should we publish a larger “Web
Edition” with all articles on the East Row web site?

Email us at voice@eastrow.org or come to the
neighborhood meeting on May 3 to express your
opinion.

Tel: 859-581-6244 • Fax: 859-581-6349
Email: Print@BeaconPrinting.com
P.O. Box 721608 • Newport, KY 41072-1608
505 W. 9th at Brighton in Newport



HOSTS
By Bruce Murray

In April, HOSTS Volunteers helped celebrate Ms.
Yvette Ferrell’s 10th Anniversary as Director of
HOSTS at the 4th St. School.

The 4th St. School thanks those who
volunteered for the HOSTS program for the end of
this year as the result of “The Voice” article in April.
During May Ms. Ferrell will be recruiting volunteers
for the 2005-2006 school year. The commitment is
only one hour per week, but you can do more. 

For an information packet about mentoring in
HOSTS, call Ms. Ferrell at 859-292-3021.

Classified

For Sale
Misc. Victorian chairs: pair and two single upholstered
walnut chairs, one spindle back chair. Walnut
washstand. Contact John or Edith Brewer, 271-4752.

Library Happenings
By Kiki Dreyer Burke

Campbell County Public Library 

Newport Branch

Free Computer Classes
2 p.m. every Tuesday in May

Computer classes for May are: Computers for
Beginners on May 3; Internet 1 on May 10; Internet 2
on May 17; and Microsoft Word Processing on May
24.  Registration is required.  Call 572-5035.  

Book Club
7 p.m. Tuesday, May 3

The Newport Branch Book Club meets at 7 p.m. the
first Tuesday of each month.  On May 3, the
discussion will be about Girl in Hyacinth Blue by
Susan Vreeland.  In June, the book club will discuss
The Lovely Bones by Alice Sebold.  

An Introduction to Feng Shui
7 p.m. Thursday, May 5

Learn about this 6000-year-old Oriental blend of art
and science.  Anita Owens, a certified Feng Shui
instructor will talk about the complex, energy-laden
relationship between you and your environment.
She’ll explain how Feng Shui offers a state of
balance to promote prosperity, good health and
more harmonious relationships. 

Yu-Gi-Oh Tournament
Noon Saturday, May 7

Back by popular demand -- a Yu-Gi-Oh card
competition.  Tournament registration begins at
11:30 a.m.  Prizes given for 1st, 2nd and 3rd place
winners.  

Manga Club
3:30 p.m. Tuesday, May 10

Do you like Japanese graphic novels and animated
video? Watch anime and join the discussion of
manga.  Especially for teens.  

Origin of the Universe
2 p.m. Saturday, May 21

Dr. Terry R. Flesch, a professor at Thomas More
College, will lecture on how the universe took 13
billion years to make it possible for humans to exist. 
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THIS MONTH

May 7: Kids Carnival, Bernadette Watkins Park,
10 a.m. to 4 p.m. The Kids Carnival features balloons,
carnival games, food and drinks for children of all
ages. There is no cost for this event and is intended
for all. For more information contact Nick Rouse
(859) 292-3686

�
May 14: Neighborhood cleanup 2 p.m. to 4 p.m.
See the article on page 2 of this issue of “The Voice”

�
May 16: East Row Garden Club Meeting at 6:30 at
the Hannaford. Speaker, Steve Foltz, Cincinnati
Zoo and Botanical Garden

�
May 5-22 “On Golden Pond” at Stained Glass
Theatre. Call 513 474-8711

�
May 30:  Memorial Day Parade-Campbell County
Courthouse Starts 9 a.m.

�
Check with the cityofnewportky.org site for details
of city commission meetings.  

If you have an event for this calendar write 
us at voice@eastrow.org


