
Neighborly New Year’s Resolutions
by Nancy Stephens

Note: Monitoring the East Row list serve is always fertile ground for a story and most of these
suggestions originated there.  At this particular time of year when New Year’s resolutions abound, it
seems appropriate to think of ways to contribute to the neighborhood with some thoughtful behaviors.

When snowstorms occur and homeowners have to dig out their car leaving a clean space,
neighbors should respect that space and not borrow it because they have not shoveled out their own.

If you have turned your backyard into your own private junkyard, remember you have created an
eyesore for your neighbors across the alley. Look at their view and see if you would want it to be yours.

With the close proximity of our homes, loud radios and music can be heard in your neighbor’s
living room.  Be considerate; don’t impose your musical tastes on your next door neighbor.

If you have two or three cars, try to leave one space open in front of your neighbor’s
house; everyone likes to be able to unload groceries directly in front of their own home.
When friends pull up in front of your home to pick you up, ask them not to honk but to knock
on your front door instead.  Sleeping schedules vary and an abrupt awakening is unpleasant
to say nothing of a blaring horn’s insistent interruption of the peace of others.

If you have large objects, appliances or furniture to be disposed of by Rumpke, do not
place them outside before 5:00 p.m. the day before pickup.  This is not only a city ordinance;
it is considerate of the community.

If you have not yet participated in either the East Row Historic Foundation meetings or
the East Row Garden Club, think about doing so this year.  These organizations have as their
mission the improvement of our community. All of us have talents and man/woman power
we can contribute to their worthwhile projects. ❧

Planning Commission Approves Pavilion
by Bruce Murray

In a meeting held on December 13, the Newport Planning commission gave preliminary
approval to Bear Creek for the Newport Pavilion. The plan involves cutting into the hill to
the east of the shopping center. Many Newport residents as well as people from Bellevue and
Woodlawn spoke against the zoning change at the meeting. There will another meeting for
final approval late in January or early February. ❧

Clarification from the Editors
Bruce Murray and Nancy Stephens

We encourage community members to submit opinions and comments to The Voice. Many
are the responses we see on the list serve that deserve publication in this paper where wider
access to the community is achieved.  Because we are a four page paper only, we may
condense longer submissions to two to three paragraphs or no more than 300 words.  This
allows us to publish a greater variety of columns.  We hope to publish entire important
columns in their entirety at our web site www.eastrow.org

When submissions for one month exceed the space we have, we reserve the right to revise
or hold that column for a later date.  If insufficient submissions are forthcoming, we will
either use unpublished columns or we, as editors will write columns on issues pertaining to
Newport.  Our focus will be on news in our community as Newport, and the East Row in
particular. We will delete anything slanderous or libelous. ❧
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Prevent FOG from Damaging
Your Home and the Environment!
by Maggie Mulshine

Ed. Note: It wasn’t grease, but I recently had to dig up a small part

of my cellar for a blocked sewer line. The cost was $645. – BM

Fat, oil, and grease (FOG) clog our arteries, and they clog
your sewers too!  Grease enters the sewer system through
residential drains as well as through poorly maintained grease
traps in restaurants and other businesses.  Sewer overflows
are a threat to public health and the environment. Increasingly
common causes of overflows are sewer pipes that are blocked
by grease. The damaging effect of grease build-up in your
sewer line can be a raw sewage overflow in your home.  Your
plumbing can clog and cause a basement backup, which leads
to an expensive and unpleasant cleanup that is paid for by the
homeowner. I, unfortunately, experienced this first-hand
recently when raw sewage backed-up in my basement.

Old homes like ours are prime targets for basement back-
ups because of outdated plumbing systems, which often
include sharp 90º turns that cause blockage.  Aside from the
damage that can occur in your home, raw sewage overflows
can also occur in parks, yards, and streets as a result of grease
entering the mainline of our community’s sewer system.  

Never pour grease down sinks or into toilets.  Pour grease
into a cup or some type of storage container and dispose of in
trash.

Scrape food scraps from plates, utensils, pans, etc. into
trash before rinsing in sink.

Use strainers in sink drains to catch food scraps and
dispose in trash or compost pile. Garbage disposals do not
keep grease out of sewer lines. Proper handling of grease can
help save the environment and prevent costly repairs. ❧

A Response: 
by Bruce Murray

We published a letter from Jimmy Combs in the December
issue of The Voice. He stated in his letter that he has “found
nothing that indicates a massive crime increase in those fair
cities to our west…” However, in the April 14 issue of The

Cincinnati Enquirer the following was part of an article on
gambling:

“Here in Lawrenceburg, casino taxes have paid for new
roads, services and programs. But locals tell of a downside,
too.

Casino-related arrests for public intoxication, drunk
driving, minor theft and traffic accidents have increased each
year since the boats opened in 1996, a recent Indiana
University study found.

Dearborn County’s two judges are among the state’s
busiest. The caseload in circuit court… jumped more than 40
percent in six years… The average daily jail population has
doubled to 200, too.

“We have double-bunked every place we can in the jail, and
we’re still full,” says Bill Ullrich, a sergeant with the sheriff’s
department. Impact from the riverboat has been felt in “every
nook and cranny” of Dearborn County.

“I do think the positive outweighs the negative. But there is
a negative” . ❧

Mark Marron
Mortgage Consultant

222 East 6th St., Newport, KY 41071
Office: (859) 431-4110

Fax: (859) 431-4117
Cell: (513) 266-1603
marksean@fuse.net
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Why Not Shop on Monmouth?
by Mary Clark

I read with interest your article in the recent issue of The Voice,

Issue 12.  I am a “prehistoric” (pardon the pun) property owner
in the East Row area of Newport. But more to the point, I too
have walked Monmouth Street, pre-Mansion Hill and as
recently as yesterday.  So in response to your article and
Rennae Ward’s article, here goes.

The one and only comment about Ms. Ward’s article is Wal-
Mart hasn’t driven anything out of Newport.  It’s never been
here and the Monmouth business area has been deserted for
years.  So let’s get real here.

I agree that we have a lovely bakery, a great chili parlor or
two, some “home-cooked” restaurants and a most efficient tax
preparer  on Monmouth Street.  But in the “old” days we had a
dry goods store, five and dime, drug stores, and women’s
clothing stores. The meat store was and is still the best bargain
in town if you want and can afford expensive cuts of meats.

You made it sound like there are so many businesses on
Monmouth Street. But in fact, there aren’t.  Fortunately I
haven’t had the need to pawn something, I don’t drink (don’t
have anything against those who do).  The parking lot is empty
at the Peace Bell because it’s for the Syndicate and a pay lot.
Why did the gift store move to Monroe Street?

If we’d have something, like a fabric store, florist, jewelry,
drug store, a real year round fruit market, and a candy/ice
cream store, then maybe people would come.  But make it
affordable, accessible, safe, clean and well lit.  When building,
think of the folks who don’t drive.  Perhaps have a shuttle
service around all areas of Newport.  If this happened, maybe
we wouldn’t have to worry about a Wal-Mart. ❧
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• Juried Kentucky Crafts
• Baskets/Books/Candles
• Bybee Pottery
• Berea College Crafts
• Gift Baskets

859-261-4287
www.kentuckyhaus.com
email: kyhaus@kentuckyhaus.com
411 East 10th Street • Newport, Kentucky 41071

Thoughts About Our Schools
by Bob Yoder

Editors’ note: This is part of an extensive article on Newport

elementary schools. Bob begins with the positive results in

test scores and he identifies a problem at the 4th St. School.

This will be discussed in a second installment next month.

Jack Kerley’s article Newport Schools: An Experienced

Perspective in the November Voice, asked us to “get under
the hood and look at the engine.” I’ve been doing this for the
past four years, and things are improving. There is a new air of

openness, increased cooperation with the community, and a
drive to reach for the goal of being the “Best Small Urban
District in America.” It seems a week doesn’t go by that we

don’t read an article about an ambitious new program or an
award for an existing program. Jack is correct in stating that it
won’t be long before we start hearing, “We moved to Newport
for the schools.” There are still issues, however that concern
me and hopefully will concern you too.

I’ve been looking at the elementary school CATS
(Commonwealth Accountability Testing System) scores from
1999–2005. Over the past seven years CATS scores have
increased for all our elementary schools and the state average.

There has been a lot of discussion on Mildred Dean’s CATS
scores and the fact their CATS scores are in the top 6% in the
state. Something that’s buried in this year’s data is the fact that
children at Mildred Dean who receive Free and Reduced
Lunch (Lower Income Students) scored higher than average
for all students and higher than the children who don’t receive
Free or Reduced Lunches. The lower income children at
Mildred Dean this year scored higher than children at many of
the wealthiest districts in the state. (Don’t accept the miscon-
ception that because a child is low income they can’t compete
academically with the best in the state. We’ve shown they can!)

When I looked at how our schools’ scores have improved
since test scores were released in 1999, I discovered some
interesting facts.
Percent improvement from 1999 to 2005

Mildred Dean and A.D. Owens: 37% 
State: 24%
Fourth Street: 18%

Comparing schools on improvement is a better measure
than CATS scores alone. Both Mildred Dean and A.D. Owens
have improved by the same percentage and at a rate 50% higher
than the state’s since 1999. A.D. Owens doesn’t get enough
credit for the improvements they have made since 1999. 

Unfortunately, Fourth Street is improving at a rate that is
25% lower than the state rate, and at less than half the rate of
our other two schools.
(Next Month – a discussion of the 4th Street School ranking

in the 5th percentile in CATS testing. Only 4% of Kentucky

schools rank lower) ❧

2006 Music on the Avenue 
Free Recital Series in Bellevue
by Theo Baldwin

St. John United Church of Christ in Bellevue welcomes all to a
series of free concerts on five consecutive Friday evenings
beginning at 8:00 p.m.  A reception follows the opening concert
on February 3.

February 3: Classical Chamber Music by the Oxford String
Quartet with Audrey Luna, soprano and Brad Caldwell, piano.  

February 10: Choral Music with the Miami University
Collegiate Chorale, Ethan Sperry, director.

February 17: Classical Instrumental Music with Christine
Todey, clarinet and Steve Phillips, piano.  

February 24: Jazz piano selections with Phil DeGreg, piano.
March 3: Classical vocal music with Alison Acord, soprano

and Christina Hahn, piano.
St. John’s United Church of Christ is located at 520 Fairfield

Ave. Route 8, 1 mile from Newport on the Levee. 859-261-2066
or  www.St.JohnChurch.net ❧
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F-A Construction & Remodeling Co.
ROBERT J. CHASTANG 

We Do Electrical Work

Phone: (859) 261.1900
Fax: (859) 261.3010
Cell: (859) 393.3406

The Search – Regional?
An Editorial by Bruce Murray

I read with interest comments by Tom Guiduli and Jan
Knepshield in the December 2 edition of The Cincinnati Post.

They each recommended restricting the search for a new city
manager to the region.

Mayor Guiduli’s statement: “I think you’ll get better
candidates that know the community, know Northern
Kentucky, know the region and have a better feel for what’s
going on,”

I disagree. The present government and immediate past city
manager have done an excellent job in some areas of managing
Newport’s growth, and as a result, Newport is changing. That
change demands new ideas and poses new challenges for city
officials. The new city manager needs a vision beyond our
immediate geography, culture, problems, and opportunities.
The city would benefit from experiences that others have had
in different areas of the country. 

The interviewing process should be used not only to find
someone with experience and a vision for Newport’s future,
but also to gain ideas from of those who have already met
challenges that this city will face in the future. The best way to
do this is to interview people from other regions whose
problems were similar but might have been handled
succesfully in very different ways.

Of course there is one possible reason for keeping to a
regional approach. If the culture in city government is closed,
an outside person might be “frozen” out of effective work. I
have seen this in the recent past in an organization right here
in the East Row.

The city of Newport has an opportunity to find a person
who can carry us to the next level, and they can learn much
from the interviewing process. They must take the best
advantage of this process. ❧

HAPPY HOUR MONDAY THROUGH FRIDAY 4PM TO 6 PM
HALF PRICE APPETIZERS, DRINK DISCOUNTS

POMPILIO’S…”WHERE EAST ROW NEIGHBORS MEET”
6TH & WASHINGTON AVENUE - 859 581-3065

Gerri’s Column
Advertisement

What You Can Do for 
Your Schools
by Molly Wesley-Chevalier

We all want to help Fourth Street School be all it can be, and
one of the ways to help is to become involved. It may be as
simple as donating Campbell’s soup labels or mentoring a
student, but there are many more ways to help:

Some of them are the following:

Several classroom teachers have said that their classroom is
always pleased to have “guest readers” come to read a story
aloud to the classroom, even as a “one time” visit. Community
members are welcome to share their favorite stories with a
classroom as it fits their schedule.

A teacher has suggested that certain “blocks” or “streets” or
even families  “adopt” a classroom, and come throughout the
year to do special projects.  This would be welcome.

Our PTA is in the midst of an exciting renewal period!  The
PTA meets every 2nd Thursday of each month at 7:00 (unless
otherwise noted!), in the Fourth Street gymnasium.
Membership in the PTA is $3 per person for the year.  

You can:

• get connected with Fourth Street, and learn some of what is
going on  in your area school!

• get to know other parents in the community!
• gain knowledge about upcoming events, programs &

activities that give opportunities to volunteer...a chance to
help make a difference!

• take advantage of a chance to speak up - exchange ideas,
advocate for the children, make suggestions...

You’ll be hearing more news about the school and ways you
can become involved in the coming months! ❧

Buying or selling a home is one of the most important decisions
a person will make in one’s lifetime.

It is very important to choose a Real Estate Agent who will work
both diligently and patiently with you. I hope I can assist you in
your next Real Estate transaction.

Integrity>Service>Experience

Licensed in Ohio & Kentucky

Gerri Jones: Living and working in our neighborhood
RE/MAX P&O Co. gljones@zoomtown.com 513-476-8133


