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East Row Historic 
District Expansion Moves Ahead
by John Morrow and Julie Smith Morrow

The Newport Historic Preservation Commission, at a special hearing on March 16th, approved the
inclusion of the Washington Avenue “corridor” in the local East Row Historic District. Six
members voted yea, none was opposed, and one member recused himself due to a conflict of
interest. This area has 41 properties located in the 500 through 700 blocks on the west side of
Washington Avenue and on the East 200 block of 4th Street. 

The vote marks the third Historic Preservation Commission approval as the Washington
Corridor joins the Park-Monroe area to the south and the 2nd Street area to the north. The
Washington Corridor now moves to Planning and Zoning Commission for its consideration, and if
approved, then on to the Board of Commissioners. No date for the P&Z hearing has been set. ❧

Join the Cleanup!
by Joyce Chastang

In conjunction with the Great American Cleanup the citizens of Newport are joining forces to
unite and cleanup our fair city.  We would like to encourage each and every one of you to join us
on April 22 in our efforts to free our neighborhoods of unsightly debris, commonly known as
litter.

We will meet at Mansion Hill Park (corner of 3rd & Park) or Brighton Center (7th & Park) to
pick up supplies, t-shirts etc. at 10:00 am and return there to celebrate our efforts with pizza and
pop at 12:00 noon.  Please let me know if you would like to participate so I can order the food.
Jinschool@fuse.net or 431-0539.  ❧

East Row Foundation Elects Officers
by Bruce Murray

President: Joyce Chastang 
Mansion Hill Representative: Mark Marron
Gateway Representative: Mary Jo Gerwe
Secretary: Pat Budd
Treasurer: Monica Stephenson

These people will take office in the May Meeting. If you haven’t been to an East Row Historic
Foundation meeting recently, plan on attending the meeting to meet the officers and active neighbors.
This is a place to voice your thoughts on some of the issues in our community.  ❧

Glenna Adkins: East Row Artist of The Month
by Bruce Murray

Glenna Adkins has lived in the East Row for 12 years. Her unique landscape presentations hang
in homes and businesses around the country, and you can see her work in her studio, #705, at The
Pendleton in Cincinnati.  She’s a graduate of the University of Cincinnati’s School of Design, Art,
Architecture and Planning. 

(continued on page 2)
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F-A Construction & Remodeling Co.
ROBERT J. CHASTANG 

We Do Electrical Work

Phone: (859) 261.1900
Fax: (859) 261.3010
Cell: (859) 393.3406

“Hello” East Row 
by Beverly Simon

Sidney Crow was born in 1927 in a house near the corner of York
and 5th St., Newport, Ky.  He has lived at 404 E. 4th, for the last 30
years.  They call him Sid. You know he is a guitar player, on his fridge
is a cut out of a 14” long guitar w/a young Sid in the sound hole.

Sid played the lead guitar.  He still can, just needs to get back
his practice guitar from his granddaughter.  He first picked up the
guitar when he was 14 years old in 1941.  Chick Morris (The
Hayriders) who played on the TV show Midwestern Hayride

taught him, his first few chords.  Sid plays by ear.  He would listen
to a tune on a jukebox and go home and learn it. He could learn
any song after hearing it a couple of times. 

He played all the local clubs in the ‘40s & ‘50s.  He said, “almost
every corner in the West Side of Newport had a bar with a couple
of guitar players”. Some of the ones he played were the
Midwestern Bar, the 500 Club, Bill Tuttles Truckstop, R & B Café,
and the Dramers all here in Newport. He played Country, Rock a
Billy and a little bluegrass. One of his bands, the Kentucky
Buccaneers, in 1949, played on a TV show called Mid Day Merry

Go Round. That was before most of us even had a TV!  He also
played on the Rosedale Show, hosted by Jim Stacey. Sid played on
a regular basis thru the ‘70s. He would also go and jam in
Cincinnati at Ma Davis’ Texas Club. He didn’t play at Dinky’s down
the street from Ma’s because a fight broke out every night. One of
his regular gigs was in Covington at the 19th Hole.  All the TV stars
came in to hear him play.  He played with the Davis Sisters also
and after one of them passed away, the other, Skeeter, recorded a
few tunes in Nashville. A lady who came up from Nashville only
recorded him once.  Nothing ever came of that.

When you walk down 4th St. you will probably see Sid sitting
on his porch. He’s a well dressed, handsome, tall, white haired
man. His last gig was with The Poe Boys in 1990, and now, he
listens to his neighbors who play guitar, Mike Dutle, Bill Shamblin
and Troy Deaton. He also remembers sitting with neighbor Diane
Wente one night as she sang and he played. Something musical is

703 Park Avenue…in the Heart of the East Row
Dear Friends,

During our vacation from  April 20th - May 16th, our neighbor, Sue
Hosey, will “mind the store.”

Hours will change for that period and Sue will be there Wednesday
thru Friday evenings from 5:30 to 7:30 and Saturdays 12:00 to 5:00.

Stop in and visit with her. Friday evenings she’ll host wine and
cheese gatherings.  Also, come see all our newly arrived merchandise.

Roger and Nancy Stephens    581-9100

Tel: 859-581-6244 • Fax: 859-581-6349
Email: Print@BeaconPrinting.com
P.O. Box 721608 • Newport, KY 41072-1608
505 W. 9th at Brighton in Newport
On the web at www.BeaconPrinting.com

(continued from page 1)

Glenna works in mixed media combining a base of acrylic
paint with collages of paper, fabric, wood leaves or metal. She
works in a wide range of sizes and presents her art in unique
framing choices. When I asked about her inspiration, she replied
“My inspiration is multifaceted but if I were to pick one... it is that
I have traveled to some very beautiful and peaceful places and
although my work is not a literal representation of these places, I
try to evoke a sense of them in my work.”

Glenna has won many awards for her work and has exhibited
around the country. Her next public exhibit will be at Summerfair
at Coney Island in June. 

If you’d like to see some of the art created by our neighbor, visit
her studio during Final Friday or visit her web site at
Glennaadkins.com. ❧

HAPPY HOUR MONDAY THROUGH FRIDAY 4PM TO 6 PM
HALF PRICE APPETIZERS, DRINK DISCOUNTS

POMPILIO’S…”WHERE EAST ROW NEIGHBORS MEET”
6TH & WASHINGTON AVENUE - 859 581-3065

in that water on 4th St. Diane once sang at The Beverly Hills!
Sid Crow is well loved by all his neighbors and those who’ve

known him over the many years he’s lived in Newport.

Editor’s Note: This is the first in a series of articles about unique

residents of the East Row. If you know an interesting person in the

neighborhood email the name to voice@eastrow.org ❧

The Cincinnati Preservation 
Association
by Bruce Murray

The Cincinnati Preservation Association has been in existence
since 1964 and might be a useful resource for East Row Historic
District residents. The CPA runs a series of courses for those
owning historic properties and can assist members in identifying
and saving historic properties. 

Membership in the CPA gives people discounts at their home
tours and access. You may also use their resources to get help in
home rehabilitation. Consider joining the CPA. You can find more
information at cincinnatipreservation.org

The Association recently bestowed one of their preservation
awards to Divisions Inc., and Terry Rasche for restoration of the
Wiedemann Mansion at the corner of 4th & Park Streets. 

When I visited recently I learned that East Row resident Margo
Warminski is the Preservation Director. To quote their vision “The
Cincinnati Preservation Association envisions a community that
preserves historic cultural resources and sites to enhance it’s
identity, beauty, economy, and quality of life”.  ❧
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Garden Club Notes
by Carla Ballard

Our April meeting will be on April 18, at 6:30 pm at Levee Perk at
the corner of Overton and 6th Street. The speaker scheduled for
April is Deb Zuriek, of the Cincinnati Zoo who will be speaking on
Ornamental Grasses. 

The East Row Garden Club has identified several gardens to be
on our 10th annual garden tour to be held June 24 and 25, but we
do need more. If you have a garden you would like to display or
know of a neighbor with a good garden, let us know at
Carla_ballard@Hilton.com or brucemurray@fuse.net. Each
homeowner on the tour will receive a computer disk with
photographs of the garden and a computer slide show of all
gardens on the tour.  The East Row Garden club is open to all
Newport residents. ❧
School Progress
by Jim Clinkenbeard, Principal, 4th St. Elementary School

This year our school district scheduled two Collaborative Work Days
each month.  Schools dismiss at 1:30 pm, and faculties and staffs meet
either by building or in like-groupings across the district to share in
specific trainings.  At Fourth Street, we have had monthly sessions on
Reading that have been aligned with our Read to Achieve grant.  We
have also had sessions on “Mock Scoring of Student Portfolios”,
“Student Portfolio Training”, “The Falcon Way to Address Open
Response Questions”, “Vocabulary and Phonics”, “Phonemic
Awareness”, and “Analyzing At-Risk Student Work”, for example.
These sessions involve teachers and teacher assistants working side-
by-side to improve instruction.

We continue to attend relevant training with the Northern
Kentucky Cooperative for Educational Services in Cold Spring.  This
organization services professional development needs for area
district partners.

Grade level representatives attended “Language Essentials for
Teachers of Reading and Spelling” conducted at Newport Middle
School March 14 and 15 that aligns with the Reading First Initiative
and No Child Left Behind legislation.

St. John’s United Church of Christ has partnered with our Family
Resource Center to provide a large number of books, as well as
clocks, detergent, and other needed products.  We greatly appreciate
this community outreach and how much it benefits our students.

Our students also benefit from neighborhood support for our
HOSTS (tutorial reading) Program.  Seventy per cent of our
volunteers have been with us for three or more years.  There are also
opportunities for local residents to read to classrooms - a favorite
activity of our children.

Please call the school at 292-3021 or the FRC at 431-3007 should
you have any questions or would like to know more about school
events you might like to see or participate in. 

Editors note: Pastor Steve Hecky also has an article describing St.

John UCC activities. See “Helping 4th St. School”. ❧

Time to Move On! - An Editorial
by Bruce Murray

Many East Row residents are disappointed with the direction of
the retail development on the Cote Brilliante site, but the die is
cast and we will have a big box retail development there.  There is
no way to stop it now so we must direct our efforts toward more
reasonable pursuits.

We also shouldn’t forget that the city has a $12 million debt for
land purchase here and unless the land purchase starts generating
money, we, the taxpayers, will be saddled with the debt in higher
taxes.

So, we must move on. We can continue to watch the project
and to make comments to insure that unsettled issues are
handled, but efforts to stop Newport Pavilion would simply add to
the costs and may delay other important projects in the city. ❧

Helping 4th St. School
by Steve Hecky, Pastor, St. John’s United Church of Christ, Newport

Dear Friends,
During the month of February the members of St. John’s United

Church of Christ responded to a mission challenge from the president
of the congregation to help the students of Fourth Street Elementary
School.  The church wanted to be a “friend” to the students since the
school is in our neighborhood.  Working closely with the Resource
Director of Fourth Street School, the church discovered the school
needed alarm clocks (not clock radios) for the kids; sweat pants sizes
6 through 10 (boy/girl), socks for the children, and also laundry
detergent.  All of these items were supplied to the school.

Since, Fourth Street School has a RIF program, (Reading is
Fundamental) 75 to 100 brand new books suitable for elementary
children were given to the school.  In addition, several church
members have signed-on to the HOSTS program (Helping Our
Students to Succeed) as volunteers to read with second graders who
are identified for this program on a weekly basis.  If you would like to
help St. John’s in these efforts, please contact Carol Haas at St. John’s
431-1818 for further information.  Thank you! ❧

Mark Marron
Mortgage Consultant

222 East 6th St., Newport, KY 41071
Office: (859) 431-4110

Fax: (859) 431-4117
Cell: (513) 266-1603
marksean@fuse.net

OH MB#3797                                       KY#13038

Lowest Rates � Fast Service

Refinance � Payoff Bills � Purchases
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Why Give Up? - An Opinion
by Nancy Stephens

Arguing that it is time to ‘move on’ beyond Cote Brilliante and Wal-
Mart, despite egregious mistakes, because halting progress on the
project now would cost taxpayers money does not carry much
weight.  Why throw in the towel when not even one picket sign has
emerged?

That a superstore is inevitable may be the case given the fact that
the former city manager, as well as the present mayor and
commissioners, signed a contract apparently giving control to the
developer, but a legal review of that contract is pending.  That it
should be erected by decimating a hillside and without regard to
erosion concerns is still a viable issue.  That whatever company
exists at that location should be a responsible employer, which many
believe Wal-Mart is not, is also still very much a concern to many
East Row residents and for that matter citizens around the world.

For those who believe they can still make a difference, there is an
opportunity to enroll in an organization called WakeUpWal-

Mart.com. This group’s contention is that Wal-Mart exploits
workers with low wages and engages in gender discrimination.  It
accuses Wal-Mart of shifting the medical costs of its uninsured to
taxpayers.  On balance this could be just as costly to taxpayers as the
delays some say we must now avoid.  Also, the group has accused
Wal-Mart of shifting jobs overseas.

It is still not too late to ask for an employer that puts people first.
Wal-Mart responds when the American public demands change.
Look at the results a concerned group has already wrought. Wal-Mart
has tried to address insurance issues by increasing insurance
benefits. That they include a $3000 deductible shows there is a great
deal more for adversarial groups to do.  Why give up when the debate
on and protest against Wal-Mart has just begun? ❧

Sidestepping the List Serve
by Nancy Stephens

Recently, an East Row resident who signed up for the list serve
asked me “What is up with the List Serve?”  As she continued she
expressed indignation that the vitriol and bile exchanged there
seemed inappropriate and counterproductive.

Now another group offers an opportunity for like-minded
residents to become pro-active about select issues that are of
concern. While the List Serve offers a democratic, often-
combative forum, some wish to focus on a more streamlined
activist approach for those who share a similar vision for our
community.  Apparently, this group wishes to avoid the defensive
posturing associated with the other group.  Those interested may
sign up at: citizensfirst@yahoogroups.com. ❧

Close Your Building Permits
by Bruce Murray

I had my kitchen and bath renovated last summer and recently I
received a letter from Robert Bramel, Code Enforcement official,
asking me to call. When I called I learned that, while the work had
been completed for months, the building permit had not been closed.
Mr. Bramel told me that there were many others with a similar
situation. 

We should remember that builders want to insure that they have
proper permits before the work and they always apply for permits,
but when it’s completed they are often ready to go to the next job and
might leave the final inspection to you. When you have work
completed make sure that you contact code enforcement and close
the building permit properly. ❧

C L A S S I F I E D S

Looking for secure garage to store a small teardrop trailer.  It’s about
4’ x 6’ and 4 feet high.  Storage is mostly needed in the winter, but I’m
open to year round. Beth at 431 4334 or  fennell@fuse.net

The Voice Advertising Rates
Voice ads are available as noted below. All printing is black and
white, and good quality photographs are permitted. A prepaid full
year (12 issues) is billed at the price of 11 ads.

Card Size  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $30
Double Size  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $55
Quarter Page  . . . . . . . . . . . . . $70
Classifieds  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $10 - For two lines

To place an ad, contact  ads@eastrow.org


