
Commissioners Boldly Endorse Historic
Preservation Agenda
by K. John Morrow, Jr. and Julie Smith-Morrow

With a trio of separate agenda items, the Newport Board of Commissioners boldly
endorsed historic preservation at its regular meeting on June 19.  The commissioners
finalized a process approving a new set of revisions to the City’s ordinances.  The most
noteworthy strengthening and clarifying features among all the meticulously revised
historic preservation code guidelines are (1) strong enforcement provisions (“teeth”)
for violations of code, (2) a provision allowing the Historic Preservation Commission
up to 12 months to make recommendations on proposed historic landmark and site
designations after evaluating public hearing testimony, survey information and other
material, and (3) a moratorium on demolition of any structure in areas proposed for
designation as a landmark or site until the commissioners have decided on the
designation. 

In addition the Commissioners approved, in a first reading, the expansion of the
East Row local historic district to include the north 300 and entire 500 blocks of East
2nd Street; this includes the block enclosed by the 471 southbound freeway exit.
Finally, they approved in a first reading including the Newport Carnegie Library as a
historic landmark in Newport. Both the East Second Street expansion and the Carnegie
Library designation must have second readings and approval by the commissioners
before finalization.

All three motions were approved unanimously with the aid and support of the acting
city manager Tom Fromme, the city solicitor Mike Schulkens, and Historic Preservation
Officer Emily Jarzen. These actions represent a clean sweep for the programs and
issues that the ERHF has advocated. We strongly encourage you to contact the
commissioners, city manager, city solicitor, and historic preservation officer and
congratulate them for their support of historic preservation in Newport.  ❧

The July East Row Meeting
by Joyce Chastang

Due to the 4th of July Holiday, the East Row Foundation meeting will be postponed
until July 11. We hope to see you at the meeting. Enjoy the holiday! If you want to
volunteer to help with T shirt sales during Riverfest on September 3, contact Monica
Stephens.  ❧

The Yard Sale is on Saturday, July 8!
by Bruce Murray

Last month I published an incorrect number for the yard sale. To register for the yard
sale and be on the map, call 859 431-0539. Sorry if I caused any confusion.  ❧
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Public Works – 
They Water, and More!
by Bruce Murray

Many people in the neighborhood had expressed concern that the
6th St. urns would not be watered, but on a recent visit to the 9th
St. Department of Public Works facility, I discovered that this
group of people are on top of watering in many parts of the city.
Working in cooperation with the Campbell County Extension,
Newport Public Works plants the flowers on Monmouth St., the
10th St. Bridge, the entry signs to Newport, the urns on 6th St. and
flowers on the Purple People Bridge, including those on the
Cincinnati side. They even have a stock of plants to replace the
ones that die or are stolen. (Note that the East Row Historic
Foundation provides and Jeff Hall plants and replaces plants for
the urns  on 6th St.)  

In addition, the Newport Public Works Department has
mechanics who maintain city vehicles, they maintain the recycling
bins at the facility, they clean and repair the streets, trim trees,
remove dead animals, maintain street lights, set up for special
events, and collect trash from containers on street corners, mow
grass in public places and do many other tasks.

And they are on top of watering the urns on 6th St.  ❧
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Nancy Grace:
East Row Artist of The Month
by Bruce Murray

Nancy Grace has lived in the East Row since late 2001 and works
with her own interior design business. She attended children’s art
classes at the Cincinnati Art Museum but started again only eight
years ago. She planned to study watercolor with Michol
Williamson, a teacher in Florence, but no spaces for that medium
were available so Nancy chose oils and has loved them ever since.
She has focused on landscapes and portraits and is just starting
works in still life. Many of Nancy’s clients mention that they like
the “feeling” her painting conveys as much as the subject. She has
exhibited in the Montgomery Art Show, Bellevue Art in the Park,
Mokka Restaurant, and Buecker Iron Works. 

Nancy is a University of Cincinnati Graduate and mother of five
children. She is an independent consultant for a line of skin care
products, and co owner of Simply Grace, making handmade purses
and accessories. She volunteers at Legacies consignment store in
Hyde Park, which helps fund the Wellness Center offering support
for cancer patients and their families. If you attended this year’s
East Row Garden tour you would have seen her garden.  ❧

Band Members Wanted! 
by Becky Bell

St. John’s United Church of Christ has planned a series of three
band Concerts on Thursday evenings on their lawn in August. The
concerts will include show tunes, marches and favorite classics
and be led by John Westlund, Music Director at St. John’s, and
Scott Taylor. People are invited to bring lawn chairs, blankets and
picnics to the lawn for the concerts. 

But first, they need band members to supplement the
musicians they have now. If you’ve played in a band for two years
or more, not necessarily in this century, please join us.
Arrangements will be easy and there will be only two rehearsals.

For more information, visit www.medialog.com/stjohns or
call the church at 859 431-1818.  ❧

Cities: A Book Review
by Bruce Murray

I read recently that Jane Jacobs, a noted community activist and
author had died at the age of 89. Jane’s most famous confrontation
came in the early 60’s when she helped defeat a plan by New York
City park commissioner Robert Moses to build an expressway
through Washington Square. The article praised her book THE
DEATH AND LIFE OF GREAT AMERICAN CITIES as “an
essential text for new urban communities”. Since it was published
in 1961, I wondered whether it might still be relevant. After
reading the book I think it makes many good points that are
important to cities like Newport. 

In the book Jane covers four conditions that she felt were
critical for a successful city.

1. Diversity, in population and use. A district must have more
than one primary use, residential, business, commercial, etc.

2. Most city blocks must be short, to provide opportunities to
turn corners and explore the different parts of a community.

3. A district must mingle buildings that vary in age and
condition, including a good proportion of old buildings.

4. There must be a concentration of people, both residents and
visitors.

While Newport may seem to meet these conditions, details in
the book indicate that we can do better. 

Another significant quote from the book, “Good schools are
impossible in any unstable neighborhoods with high pupil
turnover rates…” I feel that this is particularly important to the
East Row and 4th St. School.

The book is available only on line but I’ve donated a copy to the
Newport Branch of the Campbell County Public Library. I hope it
will find its way to the stacks so that others might read it. I think
that Ms. Jacobs would feel that there are many things being done
in Newport that are very right. This book may give us ideas for
future development.  ❧
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Monmouth Street 
Uplifted by Nostalgia 
by Nancy Stephens

When I was growing up in Boston, many were our trips to the
city’s North End for shopping and dinner.   My mother perused the
Italian markets for mortadella, homemade meatballs, huge crusty
loaves of Italian bread with which to make Italian grinders (this
sandwich recipe provided by emailing nstephens@fuse.net) and
fragrant olive oils.

At day’s end, our family selected an off-the-tourist path
restaurant usually identifiable by a group of elderly women
dressed in long black dresses and black cotton stockings who sat
out front on straight-backed wooden chairs.  These icons of the
southern Italian culture, which dominated the northern section of
Boston, were the beacons to consistently excellent, inexpensive
restaurants.

Time worn, polished wooden floors, red wine served in short,
squat glasses, overhead fans cooling the dining room and the
sounds of Italian tossed back and forth from kitchen to dining
room created the ambiance.  At the end of each meal, my brother
and I selected a bag of candy sold by the pound.

Today “reservations only” high-priced tourist destinations
replace these gems of a bygone era and the markets live only in
my memory.  But on my recent foray to Monmouth Street in
search of more reasons to shop there, I discovered Peluso’s
Market.  As I pulled open the door, the smell of old wood and the
look of the past had me momentarily confused…Newport or old
North End Boston?

The matriarch of the Peluso family stands behind the counter.
Ceiling fans spin and candy by the pound still makes this a favorite
destination for those filling Christmas stockings and buying
Easter treats.  Newport City Commissioner Jerry Peluso,
affectionately called “Cheyene” by his family, and his niece
Victoria shared their memories of a place so long the center of
their extended family life.

Commissioner Peluso spoke with pride of his remodeling
efforts to retain the historic look of this place as well as the
building next door formerly housing a scooter store and now for
rent.  Vintage restoration efforts make it a prime location.

With the restoration and renting of more buildings like these
owned by the Pelusos, it’s hard not to share the optimistic tone of
the Enquirer May 28 article “Monmouth Attracts Businesses” by
Scott Wartman.  This column identifies the four new businesses
scheduled to open in the area. It’s not hard to envision a rebirth
along Monmouth and a stream of shoppers moving south from the
Levee attracted by a shopping demographic beyond the youth
culture predominating at the Levee.

Being true to the architectural roots of this historic downtown
area, replacing worn facades, filling empty store fronts and
making it economically feasible for business owners to succeed
with something akin to the tax benefits offered the Levee and the
Çote Brilliante areas, would make rebirth seem possible. Hiring
Bob Yoder, Economic Development Director of the downtown
business district, seems a positive step in that direction.  Himself
a resident of the historic East Row and by his own admission an
ardent believer in the restoration of historic buildings, Mr. Yoder,
one hopes, is a portent of more renewal and revitalization.  ❧

Toast the Views from the Levee
by Nancy Stephens

Opened recently in the space formerly occupied by Fat Fish Blue,
JEFFERSON HALL is, unapologetically, a bar.  With outside
seating for 131, live music on Saturday and Sunday with no cover
charge and a happy hour Monday through Friday from 4 to 7, it
provides unsurpassed entertainment with its fantastic views.
Whether it is the stunning scenery of Cincinnati in evening dress,
the panorama of the river, or the excitement taking place on the
Purple People Bridge, it is a marvelous way to spend a relatively
inexpensive and pleasant summer evening.

Inside the bar a band attracts a younger crowd and an
extensive list of bar food and appetizers highlight the newest
attraction at Newport-on-the-Levee.  An outside bar provides
prompt and friendly service.  Attracted by the bustle of the river
and the lure of the Levee, the Cafeo family oversee an operation
that moved from Main Street, Cincinnati, after 11 years.
According to Tony Cafeo, a son of Jim who started the business,
many dining patrons from nearby restaurants bring their assigned
electronic buzzers and sit on the balcony outside awaiting their
call to dine.  He also points out that it is a great spot for a pre or
post movie drink and snack.  Jefferson Hall opens at four daily.

The CLADDAGH IRISH PUB next door is another Levee
venue for dining, drinking and viewing with its outdoor seating for
150 patrons.  Those nostalgic for “ye olde sod” can enjoy Irish
music piped to the balcony area and manager Josh Green
encourages patrons, whether ordering a meal or just a drink, to
enjoy the summer evenings outside overlooking the river.  In
addition to an extensive and traditional Irish menu, a Galway
seafood salad and an excellent, large mussel appetizer appeal to
fish lovers. The Bailey’s Irish Cream cheesecake is irresistible.

For those looking ahead to the annual Labor Day fireworks,
reservation for $85 can be made at 859/581-8888.  For beer fans
there are 13 on tap and almost every Irish whiskey is available.

And one other location for a great view is the second floor
STARBUCKS balcony in Barnes & Noble Bookstore. Enjoy a
coffee, snack and the view on a balcony that often has very few
people.  ❧
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Farmers’ Market 
Open on Monmouth
by Bob Yoder

Now open the Newport Farmers’ Market is again bringing fresh
locally grown produce to Newport.  It is located in the public
parking lot at 709 Monmouth Street from 9:00 a.m. to noon every
Saturday through October. 

I publish a regular newsletter on Newport downtown business.
You can receive the newsletter by joining the listserv. To join and
receive the newsletter, send an email from your email address to
east_row-subscribe@yahoogroups.com. You will be added to
the list.  ❧

June 30 - July 4: 3rd Annual America’s

Celebration – Newport Motorcycle Rally

On the riverfront.
For information: newportmotorcyclerally.com

�
July 8: East Row Yard Sale – 9:00 a.m.- 3:00 p.m.

�
July 14-16: Greater Cincinnati Champboat

Grand Prix on the Levee – A boat race on the river

�
July 29-30: 11th Annual Newport Arts & 

Music Festival – On the riverfront

Welcome Lightfoot’s!
by Rebecca Walker-Drouhard

Annette and I were walking around after 9:30 p.m. recently
looking for someplace to eat. La Mexicana closes at 9:00 p.m.,
York Street closes at 10:00 p.m. 

We headed toward home (with a cranky two-year-old) and
passed by a new restaurant “Lightfoot’s” (old Sylvia’s at 15 East
7th). It has been open about a month.  John and Toni were very
gracious, offering the dinner menu or making the lunch menu
available to us, as well as accommodating the baby. I had a
very nice soup and salad. Their dinner entrees are $12.99 and
up. 

Their website is www.lightfootsrestaurant.net They
seem like a nice addition to the central business district. ❧

A New Book for Jack Kerley
by Nancy Stephens

Local author, Jack Kerley, appeared at Barnes and Nobel at
Newport-on-the-Levee signing copies of his latest release A
GARDEN OF VIPERS.  With the success of his two novels, THE
HUNDREDTH MAN and DEATH COLLECTORS,  behind him
Mr. Kerley’s fame continues to grow, both here and abroad. ❧

Newport Cyclebration is Coming!
by Jason Reser

Newport Cyclebration is coming to Newport on August 6, 2006.
Most events will take place in the area of Monmouth, 5th,
Saratoga, and 7th Streets. Included in the events will be a
series of bike races starting at 9:00 a.m. and running until 2:00
p.m. Included in the events will be vendor booths, a “Fastest
Kid in Northern Kentucky” race for children, and a bicycle
stunt show. 

This is a fun all family event to ride, or just to watch and
learn about cycling. Also featured is the 25th annual Morning
Glory ride starting at 5:00 and 6:00 a.m. 

You can find more information at our web sites,
newportcyclebration.com, and morningglryride.com. ❧


