
East Row Historic Home Tour Oct 7-8 
by Mary Beth Crocker

It is nearly time to again show off the beauty and charm of the neighborhood we call home.
While we all know the magic that drew us here, the 2006 East Row Historic Home Tour
during Tall Stacks in October is a marvelous opportunity for visitors to peek inside a few of
our glorious homes.

Nine homes will be featured during the tour, which is scheduled from noon to 6 p.m.,
Saturday and Sunday, October 7 and 8. All the homes, located on Monroe, Overton and Park
Streets, reflect Victorian-era exterior architecture. Inside, some are elegantly appointed
with working gaslight fixtures, reproduction wallpapers and stencil designs while others
showcase faux wall finishes, hand-painted murals or contemporary design.

For the first time ever, two churches, both renovated into single-family homes, will be on
display. Other highlights include: 

The “Bardo-Pursche” House, an 1899 Queen Anne style home with an Eastlake style entry
porch built by Peter N. Bardo. His firm was the Bourbon Copper and Brass Works, which
produced a fire hydrant that would not freeze in cold weather.

The “Barney Kroger” House, a Second Empire townhouse built around 1885; it was the
home of Barney Kroger, founder of the Kroger Company empire.

Tour organizers are planning a free shuttle service and at least two relaxation areas for visitors. 
Tickets ($25) will be sold during tour hours at the George Wiedemann Jr. Mansion, 401

Park Ave. In addition, advance tickets will be sold through a link on our web site
www.eastrow.org. The deadline for online ticket orders is October 1. (A 10% discount will
be given for advance reservations.)  ❧

Join Us for a Reds’ Game
by Mark Marron

The East Row Historic Foundation has reserved the first four rows of section 145 in front
of the smokestacks in centerfield. Note: this is Adam Dunn homerun territory. Tickets are
half price (normally $19.00) and available on a first-come, first-served basis. To order
tickets: email your full name, phone number, and the number of tickets you want to:
mark43@fuse.net, or call 859-431-4110.

(continued, see Reds, page 2)

Local Writer Pens Third Thriller
by Roger Stephens

East Row resident and Newport native Jack Kerley’s latest psychological thriller, Garden of

Vipers, is another winner. Set in Mobile, Alabama, and featuring Carson Ryder and Harry
Nautilus, as did The Hundredth Man and The Death Collectors, Garden has an inventive plot
and a crisp, clever style. Perhaps the most interesting thing about Kerley's work is its
literary merit far surpassing the genre.

Kerley will sign his books September 29 at a TOGETHER Neighborhood Appreciation
Party at the store on 703 Park Avenue. Musician-lawyer Scott Crisler will also autograph his
band’s new CD, Electric Souls, praised by City Beat. ❧
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F-A Construction & Remodeling Co.
ROBERT J. CHASTANG 

We Do Electrical Work

Phone: (859) 261.1900
Fax: (859) 261.3010
Cell: (859) 393.3406

HAPPY HOUR MONDAY THROUGH FRIDAY 4PM TO 6 PM
HALF PRICE APPETIZERS, DRINK DISCOUNTS

POMPILIO’S…”WHERE EAST ROW NEIGHBORS MEET”
6TH & WASHINGTON AVENUE - 859 581-3065

Parks Complement Neighborhood
by Bruce Murray

There are a dozen parks in Newport, three of them located within
the East Row Historic District. The Newport Parks and Recreation
Department is responsible for maintaining and improving the
parks in the city and running recreation programs in the parks and
other places throughout the city. In addition to maintaining the
parks, the Parks Department maintains and mows all athletic
fields in the city.

In a recent interview, Nick Rouse, Director of Parks &
Recreation talked about past and planned improvements in parks
within the East Row and the rest of the city. The signature
improvement started in Veterans Memorial and Bartlett parks in
2004. Using state grants for a recreational trails program, a paved
trail nearly a mile long was built in the first nature trail in the city
and the first effort to add different recreation options in the city.
As this effort continued, East Row residents saw improvements to
the children’s playgrounds at Mansion Hill park at 3rd & Park, and
Gateway neighborhood park at the east end of 8th Street. Planned
developments include the skate park, which has received much
publicity over the past few months and a “Dog Park” fenced area
in Providence Park at the east end of 4th Street. This seems to be
a popular objective and will again offer additional recreational
activities to the residents of Newport.

Mr. Rouse encourages all residents to make good use of our
parks, help keep them clean and report any problems to the parks
department at 292-3686.  ❧

Reds (from page 1)

Tickets will be distributed at our September 12 East Row
Meeting or prior to the game at your convenience. Our Plan is
to meet as a group and possibly take the riverboat (which
departs from “Hooters”) or you can just “MEET US AT THE
SMOKESTACKS!”  This is one of the final home games of the
year, so help us cheer on the Reds with your neighbors!

FYI: Reds vs. San Diego Padres. ❧

September 3, Riverfest – Newport Riverfront

��
September 20 – October 1

Newport Oktoberfest – Newport Riverfront

Message from the Chair
by Joyce Chastang

“Meet the Candidates Night” sponsored by the Newport
Citizens Advisory Council will be held on Thursday, October
19, from 7:00 p.m. to 9:00 p.m. in the high school cafeteria, 900
East 6th Street. Seven city council candidates will have an
opportunity to introduce themselves and give opening and
closing statements. They will also be asked to respond to
questions regarding a variety of issues posed to them by a
moderator from the NCAC. Citizens are encouraged to attend this
meeting and become acquainted with the views of the candidates
running for office.

A second Candidates Night will be held October 26 at the same
location from 7:00p.m. to 9:00p.m. for the School Board candidates.

We are searching for questions to ask the candidates so
please forward any such question to Joyce Chastang at
Jinschool@fuse.net by October 1.

National Night Out was a big success with 317 youths, 300
adults and 40 volunteers in attendance.

October 28 is Make a Difference Day.  Due to the success of
the spring cleanup, Keep Cincinnati Beautiful is asking our
community to join them again on October 21 by participating in a
fall cleanup and beautification event.  The neighborhood
headquarters will be same as in April, Mansion Hill park at 3rd and
Park and Brighton Center at 7th and Park. Please plan to join your
neighbors to clean up our neighborhood.  ❧
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Refinance � Payoff Bills � Purchases

Linda Tabler:
East Row Artist of The Month
by Bruce Murray

It was the fire that turned Linda Tabler from painting to
photography. A fire at her studio in Santa Barbara, California
destroyed the life’s work of this talented artist. Linda was
devastated. Shortly after the fire, a friend suggested she try
photography. A new career was born. Now she can display pages
of exhibitions and awards for her excellence as a photographer.

Linda grew up near Omaha, Nebraska. As a nine year old child,
her elementary school principal discovered she had talent. She
suggested that Linda take private art lessons. Years of training in
drawing, painting, printmaking, theory, and art history followed.
Studying under Fran Day at the Joslyn Art Museum in Omaha,
until she was 18, she moved to the greater Cincinnati area shortly
after college, but later moved to Santa Barbara, California only to
return to Cincinnati after the fire. Photography “is a spiritual
experience” for her, she tries to “draw the viewer into her vision,
to share her experiences.” “To look beyond what you see, to what
you don’t.” Her influences are Vincent Van Gogh, Edvard Munch,
Walker Evans, Paul Strand, and Dorthea Lange.

Her primary subject at this point is the automobile. Classic
Chrome has an opening reception date of Friday, November 10,
and will run until January 2007 at York Street Cafe in Newport. If
you expect to see what you’ve seen before prepare to be
surprised. This artist has a distinctive style all her own.

Linda will also be exhibiting her photographs at the Kentucky
Haus on September 16 as part of Newport’s first Doo Wop festival.

Editors note: We’re looking for other artists who live in the

East Row for this series. If you know of an artist, musician,

sculptor, let us know at voice@eastrow.com. ❧

Local Author Has New Book
by Bruce Murray

East Row resident Sheila Williams released her latest book Girls

Most Likely on July 25 with more fanfare than her previous books.
The July 10 issue of People Magazine announced the upcoming
book in their “Hot Reads of the Summer” section. 

Girls Most Likely is Sheila’s fourth book. Sheila will appear at
the Cincinnati Public Library on October 3. She will also appear
on October 20 at a literary retreat in Sedona, Arizona, and on
November 11 at the Kentucky Book Fair in Frankfort, Kentucky.
Other local signings are being scheduled.

Girls Most Likely is available on line and all bookstores.  ❧

Climb the Bridge for Adventure
by Bruce Murray

I’m not really afraid of heights, but being up high can make me
nervous. Nevertheless, when the price dropped, I decided to
make the Purple People Bridge Climb. The top of the climb is
about 150 feet above the river and 70 feet above the bridge deck.
Climbing up and down the 242 stairs and then sloping walkways
is like climbing to the top of a five story building. I can’t say it
was easy, but it was truly exhilarating. 

I went with a group of eight other people, ranging in age from
young teens to 60’s (me). It started with the purchase of a ticket,
which took more than 20 minutes in the lobby of the Climb
Store. To start, we watched a video telling us what would
happen, and showing us what we should do on the bridge. 

You get a purple and yellow suit to wear under the harnesses
when you take the bridge climb.  You’re instructed on how to
put on harnesses, and your own personal attachment to the
bridge. We even got to practice on a small walk inside the
building. We were shown how to walk up stairs and walk
backwards down the stairs. 

The climb started with a 27 stair ascent to the first low span,
but got more difficult with the 46 stair climb at a 70 degree angle
to the highest point. During the climb, our guide “Rockin’ Robin”,
kept us informed on history of the bridge, and stories of baseball,
the city of Cincinnati, and Ohio river catfish, all supplemented by
appropriate recorded music. We had two stops for pictures, which
you can purchase at the end of the climb, (We were also presented
with one free picture before we left) and a much needed water
break near the top. One picture was taken as we rang a bell at the
top to signify our conquest. The final part of the climb was the
descent, another backward climb at a 70 degree angle. 

Was it worth it?  Definitely!  The views of the city and other
bridges on the river were priceless. Try it!

You can learn more about the climb and make reservations at
their web site, purplepeoplebridgeclimb.com.  ❧

Bring it Back to the Library!
by Kiki Dreyer Burke

The Campbell County Public Library is serious about wanting to
recover its long-overdue books, movies, music CDs and other
materials.  

Those who have accrued more than $10 in fines and have had
the materials checked out for more than 120 days will begin
receiving notices from the Campbell County Attorney’s office. If
the Library’s materials are not returned within 15 days of the date
on the notice, criminal charges for theft by unlawful taking or
disposition may be filed. This is a misdemeanor that carries a
penalty of up to 12 months in jail and/or a fine of up to $500.  ❧

Tel: 859-581-6244 • Fax: 859-581-6349
Email: Print@BeaconPrinting.com
P.O. Box 721608 • Newport, KY 41072-1608
On the web at www.BeaconPrinting.com
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Newport Citizen’s Police Academy
by Bev Holiday

The Newport Police Department is accepting applications for
their Fall Citizen’s Police Academy. The class is on Tuesday
evenings from 6:00 p.m.-9:00 p.m. beginning September 12 through
November 21. Applications can be obtained on the city’s web site
at www.police.newportky.gov. The Academy includes a tour
of the Police Department, Campbell County Consolidated Dispatch
area, and the Campbell County Correctional Facility (jail), along
with topics about their School Resource Officer Program,
Narcotics Unit, Terrorism Awareness & Prevention, Accreditation
Program, Domestic Violence, Patrol Techniques, Firearms which
includes time on the firing range, SWAT, Bike and K-9 Unit and
Driving Under the Influence. Each student is encouraged to
participate in one police ride-along to observe an 8-hour shift.

The mission of the Newport Police Department is to form a
partnership and work within the community to maintain the
public peace and improve the quality of life by providing fair and
impartial police services in a professional manner. Their
partnership with the community is evidenced by assigning a
designated Sergeant to attend our monthly East Row Neighborhood
meetings. This is an excellent communication service provided to
our residents. Classes are limited. ❧

Tom Fromme: More on 
His Vision for the City (Part II)
by Nancy Stephens

Q. What are the biggest opportunities that lie ahead for
Newport? What will your specific role be in positioning Newport
to benefit from those opportunities?

A. Due to the successes that we have had in the past and
continue to have, and the location of Newport within the
metropolitan area, we continue to have many opportunities for
development. Currently, we have new housing developments
being completed on Monmouth Street and condominiums on the
riverfront.  The Riverfront Area and the West End, in particular,
will provide other housing opportunities in the future. My role as
City Manager, in that process, is to promote the City in a positive
manner and assure that services we provide remain at a high level
of quality.  I am also involved in the overall planning process and
make recommendations to the Board of Commissioners regarding
potential development. I believe we have to attract small
professional businesses to Newport in the near future. Being a
lifelong resident has allowed me to know many residents from all
areas of the community, giving me a sense of what direction the
City should go in the future.  Of course, I am always open for
different ideas.

Q. What are the biggest challenges that lie ahead for Newport?
What will your role be in positioning Newport to meet those
challenges? What are your ideas concerning development of the
West Side of Newport?

A. I feel that Newport is on the brink of many exciting new
developments and improvements; however, we still have many
challenges facing us as we move into the future.  We must keep
our momentum going and keep working to find the right balance
for the City. We need to find ways to pay for the rising costs of
doing business, without negative impact on residents and
businesses through increased taxes. A part of the present
challenge is to look at the consolidation of services with other
agencies without diminishing the performance provided to our
residents. Another challenge is to expedite the elimination of
neglected rental units and transform them into owner occupied
properties. The fact that Newport is landlocked makes
redevelopment, in general, a difficult task. Of particular interest to
me, is how changes in future technology will impact the look and
feel of Newport. My role as City Manager in this process is to
analyze the potential challenges and to work to change them into
opportunities. My idea concerning the West End is to reduce the
traffic flow through the neighborhoods and to work on continuing
improvement of the housing stock, including the promotion of
home ownership opportunities. 

Q. What are your ideas about cracking down on absentee
landlords and getting them to maintain their properties?

A. I have always believed that consistent enforcement is the
only way to deal with absentee landlords who will not maintain
the properties or control tenant activities.  These properties are

subsidized by owner occupied homes and create a drain on
services, so we intend to continue reducing these properties
through conversion into owner occupied homes.  Newport acted
in a progressive manner in the creation of a “Code Enforcement
Board” several years ago and we are beginning to see positive
results from our efforts.  Beyond the monitoring issues, we are
currently looking at ways to legislate that multi-family landlords
be required to provide off-street parking for their tenants. ❧


