
Message from the Chair
by Joyce Chastang

Communication is the lifeblood of any community organization. Scratch that — it’s the lifeblood of a
healthy community.

ERHF is committed to building a robust communications network for East Row neighbors. We
want to help people share information about what’s going on in ERHF and how they can get involved.
We need to get the word out and engage all members of our community, not just a select few. ERHF
is dedicated to improving the quality of life for all residents of East Row.  The East Row is a fun and
exciting place to live, work and play. I know in my heart that many of my neighbors agree. I would like
to see more neighbors at our monthly meetings. To help accommodate more neighbors we have

moved the meeting to 7:00. 

To get more resident involved the executive board of ERHF has come up with a mission statement
for this organization.

The direction of this organization for the next year is to increase participation by having

informative and fun topics of interest to the residents of ERHF. We are creating a speakers bureau
to accommodate this need.

February Window treatments, fireplaces

March Jack Kerley’s books

April These old windows

Other fun activities worth considering • Progressive dinner
• Great Newport Cleanup - April 28 • Reds game
• Block party - June 30? • Movie night
• Yard Sale - July 14 • Riverfest T-shirt sale September 2

Write for The Voice!
by Bruce Murray

At the last Neighborhood meeting there was some discussion about whether The Voice should be a
monthly or quarterly publication. It’s true that it can be difficult to put together a monthly paper, but
there are a lot of stories that we could write. It’s just finding the information and people’s opinions.
You’ll note that there are no reporters listed with The Voice staff on this page. That’s because you are
the reporters! We depend on you, to give your “voice” and express your opinions. If you want people
to know about something, let us know, as Bret Schneider did this month. We’ll help you put an article
together and keep the neighborhood informed.

We had a response to the call for volunteers to take an editorial position last month, and. you’ll soon
see some work by Jenny Hudson, a 4th St. resident for nine years. And we hope we’ll hear from you!  ❧

I-471 Interchange; A Long Way Off?
by Beth Fennel

The meeting concerning the I-471 Ramp with the Kentucky Transportation Cabinet was held in
December and as you probably know, the big disappointing news, of course, is how long the state says
it will take before the ramps are even constructed. The year 2014 was thrown out at a November City
Commission meeting. This was somewhat of a shock to all. Naturally we need a much quicker
solution. Later, we were unofficially informed, all would be full speed ahead if we came up with the
money to actually build the ramps. That was later denied.

The city staff and elected officials are pursuing a variety of methods to speed up this process. We 

(continued, see Interchange, page 4)

February
2007
The Voice of the East Row
Historic Foundation is
published monthly and paid for
by the East Row Historic
Foundation (ERHF). Diverse,
responsible commentary is
encouraged.  All opinions are
those of the authors and do not
necessarily express those of
the ERHF or its officers. 

Articles, editorials, or calendar
items should be dropped off at
401 E. 4th Street or emailed to
Voice@EastRow.org

Submissions must be signed to
be considered for publication.
The editors reserve the right to
edit or reject submissions due
to length, content or
appropriateness.

Co Editors:

Bruce Murray, Nancy Stephens
Business Manager:

John Morrow
Layout: Tim Ryan

Contributors to this issue: 

Joyce  Chastang, Theo Baldwin,
Beth Fennell, Bruce Murray,
Nancy Stephens, 
Bret Schneider

Deadline for submissions is

the 15th of each month.

Send articles to:

Voice@EastRow.org

Next Meeting: 
Joint meeting for Gateway and
Mansion Hill neighborhoods
Tuesday, Feb. 6, 7:00 p.m.,

St. Mark Lutheran Church,
Corner of Monroe & Eighth Sts.

East Row Historic 

Foundation Officers:

Chair: 

Joyce Chastang,
Chair@EastRow.org

Secretary: 

Pat Budd
Treasurer: 

Monica Stephenson
Gateway Rep: 

Mary Jo Gerwe
Mansion Hill Rep: 

Mark Marron

Volume 8 Issue 2



2

HAPPY HOUR MONDAY THROUGH FRIDAY 4PM TO 6 PM
HALF PRICE APPETIZERS, DRINK DISCOUNTS

POMPILIO’S…”WHERE EAST ROW NEIGHBORS MEET”
6TH & WASHINGTON AVENUE - 859 581-3065

An Opinion on City Response
by Bret Schneider

I can sympathize with the lady forced from her home by unruly neighbors.
I have had my fair share and while the city as a whole has not been even
the slightest bit interested in my problems. I have found some fantastic
assets to the city. They are: Brain Steffen, Joe Condit, and Beth Fennel.
These people genuinely care about this community and were very
responsive. Without these people I’m sure my comments would have
fallen on deaf ears. I would like also like to say I emailed the city manager
and the rest of the council including the Mayor over 1 month ago and to
date have not heard back from any of them. Not even to say “I received
your email”. I thought it was important to write this letter because as a
resident I did feel like I was the only one fighting for the community. Many
times I felt like I was a bother to the police and to officials I have voiced
my concerns to in the past. It’s nice to know which people are willing to
listen and others who don’t seem to be concerned about my problems.

(Editors’ note: There are many important issues that need to be

addressed in THE VOICE. As we were going to press, a meeting was

planned to discuss the Ovation project on the West side of Newport. We

also have Cote Brilliant, and Newport’s financial situation. We welcome

all letters and articles relevant to the East Row) ❧

Interior, Kitchen & Bath
Remodeling, Carpentry,

Frame, Hang & Finish
Drywall, Ceilings, Refinish &

Install Hardwood &
Laminate Flooring & Other

 Home Improvement Needs.

Fully Insured.
Free Estimates.

References Available.

Over 10 Years Experience.

MIKE YOCKEY
Owner

Cell: 859-743-6165
Phone: 859-635-4733

yockeyremodeling@fuse.net

TOGETHER
Gifts, Flowers, Home Accessories, Weddings, Books, Art

703 Park Avenue • 859-581-9100
Reopening February 1 after our Jan. closing for inventory.

We will continue to share wine and cheese on the first Friday
of each month. Hope to see you starting Feb 2 from 5-7.

Our expanded store hours:  Tues. thru Sat. 11-6, Sun. 12-4.
Thanks to our friends and customers for your patronage in 2006
Valentine's Day flower orders placed prior to Feb. 9 are deeply
discounted.  Prior to Feb. 1 call 491-1664 for orders and prices.

Monmouth Business Has Pizzazz
by Nancy Stephens

Patsy Schwartz has a passion for Pizzazz that is unmistakable in every
breath she uses to describe the business she recently opened at 421
Monmouth Street.  She portrays Pizzazz as a mixture of estate purchases,
auction acquisitions, upscale consignments and new items from design
centers that experience an overflow.

Over the years Patsy, a former store manager and buyer for Mertacks
in Covington, developed an appreciation for pieces that last both in terms
of quality and design.  “For a long time,” she states “I put together Baker
and Henredon furniture and that gave me an appreciation for good pieces
that never go out of style.”  She admits to a special fondness for these
items when they are 30 or more years old although still admiring of the
newer pieces.  Finding treasures for her store gives her a great deal of
satisfaction.  Prices on selections in the store range from five dollars to
$14,000.

She enjoys recounting the many customers who have a variation on
one theme when they talk to her, “I’ve driven by often and finally had a

chance to come in.  I’m so glad I did.”  Prior to locating in Newport, Patsy
operated a similar establishment in Milford. Long covetous of the
Millennium Building, she finally received....after a lengthy pursuit of the
owners...the opportunity to rent the location and is thrilled with Newport.
Patsy, who opened in June, says the neighborhood has found her.  She
mentions Linda from the Mammoth Coffee Shop and Mark Yelton of
Kentucky Bank as some of her biggest supporters.

She describes her love for the works of art placed amongst the
furniture, china and crystal throughout the store.  She points to one of her
most exciting pieces by artist Nancy Corbet, an artist of Native American
heritage who works in pastels and oils.  The artist’s largest piece called
“Heaven’s Pearl” features a mermaid and she spent 14 years on this large
painting.  The price of her work ranges from $ 1,500 to $13,500.

“I look to carry unique and different things so people can put their
personality in a room,” chuckles Patsy, “which turns out good for people
like me who have multiple personalities.  This week we will install in the
front of the store a Shonbeck crystal chandelier purchased in l996 by a
gentleman who paid $8,600 for it.”

She notes the provenance of another exciting acquisition, that of a
Royal Doulton/Minton china service for 24.  Its former owner was a
friend of Ronald Reagan when he was governor of California. It is the
same pattern the Reagans owned and the gentleman received
permission to order it.  It is accompanied by a set of crystal stemware
for 24. In addition, there is a completely refurbished deco style brass
bed from the mid 30’s as well as a stylish selection of vintage clothing.
Adding to the wide selection is a Gidding, as in the old Cincinnati
department store, cream wool coat embellished with pearls and
rhinestones.  Add to that the vintage handbags, and it is clear that Patsy
Schwartz has fulfilled her promise to stock a collection that is both
unique and of high quality. Pizzazz is filled with a wonderful variety of
offerings.  It is open seven days a week with hours from 11 to 5.  When
daylight savings time arrives, hours will be extended to 7. ❧

Safety on the Purple People
Bridge: An Update
by Bruce Murray

In December, I wrote about the safety of the Purple People Bridge and
indicated that I felt safe when walking the bridge, as I often do. Since
then, during the months of December, and January, there have been
several safety improvements, including brighter lights, and replacing
some burned out bulbs. And as I have walked, I’ve noticed a more
prominent police presence, both on the bridge and in nearby streets.
While I thought it was safe before, it’s safer now. 

However, an incident, described as “a mugging” happened on a
Tuesday morning, in the Sawyer Point Building parking lot across the
street from the bridge. It was light, and the person was headed toward the
building. I’m not sure whether it was in a secluded area of the parking lot,
but it happened. 

This incident points out that we should always be vigilant about our
surroundings, wherever we are, and we should report any concerns. I’ve
called police twice about people sleeping in public places in January
during my early morning walks. If you see something on The Purple
People Bridge, use the emergency telephones located at six places and
identified by blue lights. These are directly connected with the Campbell
County dispatcher. No need to dial. If you can’t reach one of these
phones, call 859-292-3622 for Newport police or 513-765-1212 for
Cincinnati police. ❧
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F-A Construction & Remodeling Co.
ROBERT J. CHASTANG 

We Do Electrical Work

Phone: (859) 261.1900
Fax: (859) 261.3010
Cell: (859) 393.3406

Mark Marron
Mortgage Consultant

222 East 6th St., Newport, KY 41071
Office: (859) 431-4110

Fax: (859) 431-4117
Cell: (513) 266-1603
marksean@fuse.net

OH MB#3797                                       KY#13038

Lowest Rates � Fast Service

Refinance � Payoff Bills � Purchases

The Sanctuary and Audio Grotto
Promise Exciting Living and
Business Possibilities 
for East Row
by Nancy Stephens

It is easy to share Ashley Shepherd’s barely contained excitement when
he describes the renovations and multiple functions planned for the
church he and his wife, Annette, have purchased on 528 Monroe Street.
More exciting for the neighborhood is the commitment of young
entrepreneurs to living and working in the East Row while making a
positive contribution to the community.

Ashley and his wife are musicians who moved to the East Row six
years ago when they were expecting their first child, Lottie (Charlotte).
Annette is a lawyer by day and Ashley is in music full time, both as a
musician and an audio engineer.  He is the author of three books on audio
technology. Many of us recall their regular appearances at the annual
Monroe Block Party.

Recounting their serendipitous move to the neighborhood, Ashley
describes a chance encounter with Ian Budd on one of his and his wife’s
real estate searches. “I saw Ian on the corner and pulled up to speak. I had
worked with him for years because he owns ICB Audio and serviced the
tape machines at my work. He hooked me up with Geri Jones and we
bought our first house. We absolutely love it here. Everything is so
convenient and close.  We’re here to stay!”

Ashley installed his sound studio in the attic of his house, but when
their second child, son Jas, which stands for James Ashley Shepherd,
arrived they needed another bedroom. “Our first intention” says Ashley,”
was to place the studio in a building we bought in Bellevue, but when my
wife saw the reduced price for the church on the MLS listing she called
me at work and said, “Buy it!”

In Phase One of three stages for remodeling, two huge apartments of
over 1700 square feet each have been created. One takes up an entire
floor in back of the church, and the other is on the second floor. All
hardwood floors, original wood trim and original plaster have been
restored. Plumbing, electric service and HVAC systems are brand new.
“The whole vibe in doing this is to stay in keeping with the history of the
neighborhood but to provide a modern loft style interpretation. Modern
cabinetry and fixtures contrast with the old distressed floors and add
character,” said Ashley. An Open House in mid February (watch for signs
posted in front) will signal the immediate availability of these two upscale
living spaces.

In Phase Two Ashley will construct his studio called “Audio Grotto” in
the basement.  Indulging in a bit of forward-thinking, Ashley expressed
his desire to have an “Austin City Limits” type concert utilizing his sound
studio and the upstairs space now available for rent which will be called
“The Sanctuary” as an intimate setting for artists and audiences. “I
envision an opportunity to video tape and record the shows. I see a
scenario where a group such as “They Might Be Giants” would come in
and do a very exclusive performance for 150 and we would record it and
produce the DVD.  Perhaps we’ll even do an internet simulcast for people
all over the world.”

In Phase Three the renovation of The Sanctuary’s kitchen would be
complete. “Although The Sanctuary is available for rent now,” said
Ashley, “we plan to restore the huge ten burner Garland stove in the
kitchen to create an onsite catering kitchen. Other plans for The
Sanctuary” reveal Ashley’s future thinking: “Because I’m into film post-

production (sound for picture) I’d like to be part of the local film festival,
“Lite Brite Film Festival” at Southgate House, and provide another venue
where movies could be screened.

Ashley says, “We’re happy that we can renovate the building and keep
it functioning as intended for a public space. People should be able to
come in and enjoy it as for a party, a meeting or a town hall kind of thing.
We are very excited that we are able to do that as well as supply high
quality living space.  We see that as a real plus for the neighborhood. We
hated to see the space deteriorating; there was a huge leak in the roof.
Now we have restored the historic character and can share the building
with the rest of Newport.” ❧

Garden Club Notes
by Bruce Murray

The East Row Garden Club got off to a good start in 2007 with a road trip.
A visit to Renaissance Garden Ornaments in Oakley led us to a variety of
fountains, urns and other garden decorations, both artistic and whimsical.
Our speaker, Julia Murphy gave a great talk about methods and materials
for decorating gardens, and also gave us a few tips for planting containers.

Our next meeting will again be at Levee Perk on Overton St. We’re still
planning the meeting but hope to have a speaker to discuss seed starting,
a way to reduce the cost of spring planting and have a variety of plants
ready at planting time.  Thus far we have six confirmed gardens for the
tour, June, 23 and 24, 2007 and we’re still looking for more. 

Join us at our next meeting which starts with a social hour at 6:30 on
February 20. Membership in the East Row Garden Club is open to all
residents of Newport. ❧
Word for the Month: “indefinite”
While reading an on line article about an event in Newport recently I
noticed the word “indefinately”. For some reason now, many people
prefer to spell definite and it’s derivatives incorrectly. It definitely needed
attention.

From Dictionary.com:

1. not definite; without fixed or specified limit; unlimited: an indefinite
number.

2. not clearly defined or determined; not precise or exact: an indefinite
boundary; an indefinite date in the future.

Using spell checker makes it easy. ❧
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Interchange (from page 1)

need your help too. Please contact your state and federal legislators and
implore them to expedite the construction of the Route 8 ramps. It is not
only a safety issue, but an economic issue, for Newport, Bellevue, Dayton
and the region. You can always remind the legislators of the economic
engine the river cities are in deriving the tax base of this area. If you need
other suggestions, please feel free to contact me.

The larger OKI study of the rest of 471 had a technical committee
meeting in mid-January. Greg Tulley is the city’s representative. Greg has
also been instrumental in trying to get the study groups and KYTC out of
neutral. He asked to continue the Artemis sign message on the weekends
that encouraged 10th Street as an alternative to the Levee. For some
reason Artemis had stopped using that message. The city has sent a
position statement regarding the importance of the projects and we
continue in brainstorming mode. I have talked to some political lobbyists
and consultants on what methods they think may work. The ramps effect
Cincinnati and Ohio in a big way, so maybe a collation of the river city
officials and Cincinnati would work.

Any pressing that the citizens can do on KYTC and our legislators is
much appreciated. The year 2014 is not realistic. We know it can be done
faster if we keep it on everyone’s mind and pursue methods to solve any
roadblocks, like money. Progress in this project can be monitored at
www.471project.org.

Please take some time and contact the following to stress the
importance of a quicker time frame. If you need more info from me, feel
free to call at 859-912-2562.

KYTC District 6, Carol Callen Ramler 341-2700.
Senator Jim Bunning, 341-2602
Representative Geoff Davis, 859-426-0080
State Senator Katie Stine, susan.robertson@lrc.ky.gov

State Representative Dennis Keene, dennis.keene@lrc.ky.gov ❧

Michael P. Bach
P.S.C.

Certified Public Accountant
Accounting and Tax Services

802 Washington Ave.
Newport, KY 41071

E-Mail: mbcpa@fuse.net

Tel: (859) 261-0002
Fax: (859) 261-4746

Please come to our

Open House
at our 

newly renovated office
Saturday,

February 3rd, 2007
Noon - 5:00 pm

Refreshments will be served

Gateway Market Reopens
by Bruce Murray

I was walking by the Gateway Market recently at Monroe and 9th Streets,
and noticed someone standing outside and there were lights on in the
building. The store was open again!  I talked with the new owners, Ermis
& Atayhu Tesma, who are now Cincinnati residents but looking for an
apartment in Newport. They’ve been running the store since November
and are trying to develop a store that will serve nearby residents in many
ways. In addition to the many items you might expect in a corner store,
they have some fresh fruit and vegetables, some jackets and T shirts, and
even a few shoes and boots. They hope to have fresh deli meats and make
sandwiches soon, but are still negotiating with the previous owner for
some of the equipment to do so.

Ermis explained that they are also trying to keep prices low and will
try to carry items that residents want at reasonable prices. 

Hours are 9 a.m. to 11 p.m. seven days/week. Phone 291-4777. Let them
know if there are items you’d like them to carry and welcome the owners
of this new neighborhood business. ❧
St. John UCC Concert Series
by Theo Baldwin

Warm up this winter at the 2007 Music on the Avenue series! This free
concert series at St. John United Church of Christ in Bellevue features five
Friday evenings of classical and jazz music. Please plan to attend one or
more concerts, and bring a friend!

St. John UCC is located at 520 Fairfield Ave (Route 8) in Bellevue, KY,
1 mile east of Interstate 471 and Newport on the Levee
Concerts are as follows:
February 2, 8 p.m., Favorites for cello & piano, Mark Hofeldt, cello;
Stephen Phillips, piano **Opening night Community Art Show and
Reception follows the February 2 concert!
February 9, 8 p.m., Hannaford Piano Trio, Susan Peterson, cello; Mari
Thomas, violin; Howard Helvey, piano
February 16, 8 p.m., All-German evening of romance (Brahms
Liebeslieder Walzer and Neue Liebeslieder Walzer)
Audrey Luna, soprano; Mari Opatz-Muni, mezzo-soprano; Randy Umstead,
tenor; Ben Smolder, bass-baritone; Brad Caldwell & Donna Loewy, piano
February 23, 8 p.m., American art songs, Kelvin Chan, baritone; Jennifer
Quammen, piano 
March 2, 8 p.m., Modern & classic jazz, Steve Schmidt, piano with Friends

For more info call St. John United Church of Christ in  Bellevue at 261-
2066, or go to stjohnchurch.net/events/2007recitalseries.html ❧
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