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Message from the Chair
by Joyce Chastang

Hope everyone is dry and warm this wintry evening. Guess it’s just as well that I
didn’t re-schedule the February meeting as the weather was against us again. We’ll
just plan on seeing everyone at the March meeting when we will hear all about Jack
Kerley’s literary success.

As stated in my previous article, communication is central to our mission. I have
put a survey on ERHF.org and would appreciate your filling it out and returning it
to me.  If you are not on-line I will have some available at the March meeting.

Calendar Update: Important Upcoming Dates
March Jack Kerley’s books • Great Newport Cleanup - April 28  
April Windows, fireplaces • Block party - June 23
May Ovation Discussion • Yard Sale - July 14
June Meet at the Hannaford • Riverfest T-shirt sale - September 2

Monmouth Construction Highlights
New Business Progress 
by Nancy Stephens

An update on construction and rehabilitation projects in and around the Monmouth
Street area, provided by Bob Yoder, Renaissance Development Director, speaks
volumes about progress in downtown Newport. In the 300 block of Monmouth
Street, next to Atlas Cleaners, the Steamboat Bagel Shop will open this spring for
breakfast and lunch. It will be located in one of the oldest houses in Newport,
known locally as the riverboat captain’s house. Nearby at 342 Monmouth in the old
Beckmeyer Insurance Building, a Graeters is scheduled for a summer opening. All
you black raspberry chocolate chip fans, get ready! A brisk walk by way of Hyde
Park to a tri-state favorite might cancel out the calories.

In the 400 Monmouth block, there are four proposals under consideration for the
old library space involving professional office use.

The old Macey’s Jewelry Building, a red brick structure at the corner of 7th and
Monmouth, will open as a sports bar that will fill the breech left by the loss of
Hardy's Rock Cafe. For you game fans of whatever affiliation, this will be the
perfect place for the burgers and wings that are de rigueur for game watching.

Walk by 7th and York Streets and view the formidable renovations taking place
in the 19th Century Masonic Building where Peluso Antiques used to proffer a
vacant window. Mandolin will be an upscale, full-service restaurant operated by
Arthur Leech.  Mr. Leech, a chef from Jackson Hole Wyoming who moved here
about a year ago, is an East Row resident. Bob Yoder says, “This promises to be an 
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F-A Construction & Remodeling Co.
ROBERT J. CHASTANG 

We Do Electrical Work

Phone: (859) 261.1900
Fax: (859) 261.3010
Cell: (859) 393.3406

Beat the Winter Doldrums with
Visit to Newport’s Favorites 
by Nancy Stephens and John Morrow

One typically sees many East Row denizens regularly peram-
bulating through our community visiting various establish-
ments and keeping fit while at it. Dr. John Brewer is one of the
usual cast of characters.  His brisk walk and cloth shopping
bag are unmistakable. Nancy and Sam Hollingsworth extend
their jaunts to counter the calories in  the purchase of a sweet
treat they seek. Michelle Breen and Mike Kolb are led by
Corgis Bailey and Bella who glance with interest, the dogs that
is, as they pass some of the great restaurants in the area. John
and Julie Morrow, never deterred by weather, always consider
a trek to an eatery required for indulging in the offerings. Beth
and Bruce Murray, holding hands, seek the venues with non-
smoking areas. Pat Budd is frequently seen in a state of
hypothermia at the TANK stop.

We have a great group of local restaurants and whether you
walk or drive it’s worth revisiting the array of specialties and
services they offer.

At the GREEN DERBY (846 York St., 859-431-8740) you
can’t beat the eggplant appetizer, and they’ve long been famous
for their fish sandwich. The menu board has daily specials.  It’s
an acquired taste, but the fried chicken livers are consistently
good as is the grouper, baked or fried. They’ve added a catering
service.

The LEVEE PERK (529 Overton, 859-991-8021 or 859-991-
8540) is celebrating the first anniversary of its new location.
With an expanded menu sparked by the Lenten season, Ella
and Amy have added fried fish, fish sandwiches, chicken
tenders and breaded okra which can be combined into basket
dinners.  Carryout is available for both lunch and dinner
menus. The healthy menu with vegetarian entrees has been
supplemented with a wider dinner selection. The restaurant
offers an extensive catering service, which includes their truly
scrumptious home-baked desserts. At this invitingly decorated
eatery, dinner is served on Thursday, Friday and Saturday
nights. For those looking forward to beer and wine service,
Ella says they expect to get their license in early summer.
Outside seating will be enticing when warm weather returns.
For glowing testimonials, ask any of the Garden Club members
regarding the gourmet items served before club meetings held
there each month.

LIGHTFOOT’S (15 E. 7th St., 859-581-3600) is celebrating
its first year launch with an April, five course wine-tasting
dinner to benefit both the Harriet Tubman Project in Newport
and the Free Food Store in Cincinnati. Watch for the banner in
front of the restaurant and an April ad in the VOICE for the
particulars and call for your reservations. A new item, fried
chicken and waffles, is a favorite of the owner, Sandi Lightfoot.
She advise, “Bring a big appetite and don’t be afraid to try
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Mortgage Consultant
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Lowest Rates � Fast Service

Refinance � Payoff Bills � Purchases

something new.” Both excellent values, the Monday night $ 10
steak dinner with baked potato and salad serves nothing less
than rib eye, T-bone or New York strip, and the Wednesday all-
you-can-eat lunch buffet is $6.95. A popular destination after
church for lunch or mid-day dinner, Sandi will direct 10% of the
cost of your meal to the church you attend. An alternative
social event for mixing and mingling on Wednesday evenings
offers free hor d’oeuvres.

MOKKA’s, (527 York St., 859-581-3700) claim to fame on
their breakfast, brunch and lunch menu are their freshly made
soups, fritattas instead of omelets, daily specials and home-
made desserts. The owner, Kim Marcus, cites “Wrap-it-up-
Friday” as her favorite. This features $5 wraps along with a
side such as soup, fries, cottage cheese, fruit cup or a side
salad. “But,” says Kim, “our French toast is absolutely every-
one’s favorite. It’s made from  Texas toast rolled in sweet corn
flakes, topped with creme brule pastry cream and fresh
bananas. We have a little sun-room off to the right that can
serve private business breakfasts or lunches or other private
gatherings of 20 or more. We just focus on serving great food
and having a clean and friendly atmosphere. We like to feature
local artists on our walls.”

POMPILIO’S, (600 Washington, 859-581-3065) must serve
the best Italian food anywhere if one is to judge by the crowds.
Certainly the hefty Italian sampler is one of the best. Many of
us who attempt to monitor calories find that a take out order
of this favorite menu item amply serves two for dinner.  The
Angel Renaldo can be ordered with shrimp, always an
outstanding alternative to what one considers typical Italian
fare, or as a vegetarian entree.  Driving by the historic building
reminds us that lunch on the patio in warmer weather is one of
the neighborhood’s special retreats.

YORK STREET CAFE, (738 York St., 859-261-9675) with
its historic building and eclectic furnishings, in itself a reason
to visit, continues its  popular Wednesday and Sunday favorite,
a bottle of wine for one dollar when two entrees are
purchased. There are nightly dinner specials, home made
soups and great in-house chef-created desserts.  On the first
and third Saturdays of the month a Swing Time 20 piece Big
Band performs on the upper floor. On the weekends there’s
usually a blues/jazz combo. The second and third floors are
available for private parties, weddings and business events.
The third floor regularly hosts art shows including photo-
graphy and sculpture exhibits.

DETROIT JOE’S, (115 E.9th St., 859-261-5637) has a
blackboard in its back dining room where daily specials are
listed. Arrive early as the favorites tend to go quickly.
Certainly it is an inspired chef who creates the wonderful,
hearty and often exotic salads that are always part of the
luncheon offerings. When the melt-in-your-mouth-pot roast
appears make sure to try it. Pies are scrumptious and a
changing selection of other desserts are offered. ❧
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HAPPY HOUR MONDAY THROUGH FRIDAY 4PM TO 6 PM
HALF PRICE APPETIZERS, DRINK DISCOUNTS

POMPILIO’S…”WHERE EAST ROW NEIGHBORS MEET”
6TH & WASHINGTON AVENUE - 859 581-3065

ELEMENTARY CAMPUS
All Day Kindergarten through 5th Grade

235 Division St, Bellevue, Ky, 859-291-6937
CHILD DEVELOPMENT CENTER 

(Infants through Pre-school) & Junior High Campus
840 Washington Ave, Newport, Ky, 859-292-0487

Come tour our newly remodeled buildings, meet our staff, see for 
yourself the wonderful education we can offer your child.

Consider your 
choices and invest 

in your 
child’s education!

• Located just minutes off of I-471 and downtown Cincinnati
• We offer before and after school care at our Child Development Center
• Daily breakfast  • Affordable tuition and assistance for those who qualify
• Christian learning atmosphere  • Highly qualified and experienced teachers
• In-school tutoring, Speech and Title Teachers
• School Counseling available through Catholic Social Services
• Safe and healthy learning environment  • Sports and extra curricular activities

OPEN HOUSE • Sunday, March 11th • Noon to 2 pm Progress (from page 1)

impressive establishment. Mr. Leech has been featured as a
chef in Bon Appetite and Gourmet Magazines.”

Spiro Sarakatsannis has remodeled the second floor of
Dixie Chili for professional offices. A new mortgage company
will fill that space. 

Rehabbing is complete on the second floor at 802
Monmouth in a former bank location where the Newport

Housing Authority will locate their offices. The newly refur-
bished first floor will be used for professional offices.

Jewel King Jewelers has completed a great deal of work
on the facade of the building as well as completely refurbishing
the upstairs and turning in into a three-bedroom furnished
corporate suite. Rental will be weekly, monthly or for extended
stays. Aiming for a spring opening is the Marx Cromer project
at the corner of 9th and Monmouth. A well-respected firm
known for their loft conversion rehab projects in Cincinnati,
Middle Earth Developments, will provide 41 market rate
apartments. Rents in this upscale development will begin at
$800 for studio apartments and will include townhouse style
rentals. In addition, the Monmouth Street Loft project in the
900 block will provide eight apartments at market rate. It will
also offer three to four thousand square feet of retail space
opening this summer.

Bob Yoder spoke enthusiastically of the more than 20,000
feet of new retail space in the area and describes plans
underway to reach the retail market and professional office
market. “Art galleries,” he said, “have approached me about
space in the area.” ❧

What Are Rare Books and Where
Are They Available?
by Roger Stephens

‘Rarity’ is an overused, exaggerated word but among collectors
its meaning is clear: something desired but difficult to obtain.
Book collectors want the true first in fine condition.

At TOGETHER in Newport the intent is to make rare books
available.  They currently range from two oversized volumes of
chromolithographed Paris scenes to SYNDICATE WIFE in
dust jacket and include Edna Kenton’s SIMON KENTON and
John Gwillim’s 1611 DISPLAY OF HERALDRIE recently
rebound.

The Paris scenes are rare because of their size, technique,
age and condition, as is the DISPLAY OF HERALDRIE. The
WorldWideWeb lists only one or two others, none in the
condition of the Paris volumes or the date of HERALDRIE.

SYNDICATE WIFE (about the scandal days of Newport)
and SIMON KENTON are not particularly old but they had
relatively small first printings and SYNDICATE is constantly in
demand.  The KENTON volume  at one time listed for $1000 on
the Web.

What about taking a chance on a contemporary book which
might become rare and soar in value? That situation exists
among collectors, especially those who acquire mysteries.
Newport resident Jack Kerley whose first book, THE

HUNDREDTH MAN, is now easily obtainable in signed fine
condition first edition, could become rare when he wins a
Shamus or Edgar award, the big ones for mystery writers.

Although the Web is causing big changes in the way
collectors acquire books, for most people there is no substitute
for browsing among the books, a diminishing opportunity.

It’s still possible to touch and inspect rarities at
TOGETHER, 7th and Park, in Newport. ❧
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Cote Brilliante Rising
by K. John Morrow, Jr.

Site preparation for the long-delayed Cote Brilliante project
will begin within the next few weeks, according to
Commissioner Jan Knepshield, pending final contractual
closings. According to Knepshield, the anchor store will be a
Kroger “Marketplace” store, a competitor to the super-Walmart
model. Other tenants will include a Target, a Home Depot, a
bookstore, six other retailers and three chain restaurants of
the I-Hop category.

This upscale venue will attract shoppers from all over
metropolitan Cincinnati and Northern Kentucky to enjoy its
unique shopping experience, unobtainable up to now within
the Tri-State area. ❧

The Barber of Monmouth
by Mickey Sean Marron

If you are looking for an affordable, traditional, “old school”
haircut consider Ira’s Barber Shop, located at 707 Monmouth
Street. Ira Pyles has served as a barber on Monmouth since
1966 and has been at his current location, next to the Pepper
Pod restaurant, since 1996. Ira opens the doors each morning
(Tuesday through Saturday) at 7:00 a.m. and closes each day at
6:00 p.m. (5:00 p.m. on Saturday). Haircuts and shaves are $10,
Flat Tops are $11, and the conversation is no extra charge.

The shop interior is adorned in UK blue & white and
basketball memorabilia filling the walls. An old fashioned
Coke machine sulks in the corner. 

Ask Ira who his favorite UK basketball coach was, and he
quickly responds: “The ONLY coach; Adolph Rupp.” Not unlike
Floyd’s Barber Shop, which was depicted in the TV series “The

Andy Griffith Show,” Ira’s shop is the center of local
conversation, be it sports, politics, or anything newsworthy.

On occasion, his son Christopher will help Ira with the
workload, cutting hair in the second barber chair. But more
times than not, Ira works solo, meeting the grooming demands
of some of Newport’s most distinguished heads. Over the
years, Ira has had the honor of cutting the hair of some local
celebrities, including sheriffs, judges, and many of the
performers that once frequented the Beverly Hills Supper
Club. Now widowed—his wife Louise passed away in 2004—
Ira’s nine grandchildren keep him busy when he is not manning
the shop. 

Pyles was a young serviceman when he was called upon to
work both JFK’s funeral and LBJ’s inauguration in Washington
DC. Put in charge of meeting and greeting the foreign
dignitaries at the National Cathedral, Ira met Israeli Prime
Minister Golda Meir and French President Charles De Gaulle,
among many others. So treat yourself to a traditional haircut in
an authentic Northern Kentucky, multi-generational environ-
ment replete with nostalgia. ❧

Lightfoot's Restaurant
15 E. 7th Street • Newport, Kentucky • (859) 581-3600

Bring this ad for free salad and dessert 
with each dinner entree

Join us for happy hour 4:00 to 7:00 
and 11:30 to Closing, Monday through Friday

www.lightfootsrestaurant.net
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