
Message from the Chair
by Joyce Chastang

Hats off to Jack Kerley who gave an outstanding presentation at the March meeting. It
was quite an eye opener as he enlightened us as to how a successful author got his start.

I would appreciate it greatly if more neighbors would download the survey (see
article, page 2), fill it out and return it to me.  After all a leader is only as great as the
people behind her.

Again we find ourselves in need of some dedicated volunteers.
If we are to continue with the outstanding events we have come to know and love

we need volunteers to step forward and assume some responsibility. We are in need
of someone to step up to coordinate the Block Party, chair the Riverfest extrava-
ganza, and chair holiday house tour. Please e-mail me with your YES to help make
our neighborhood maintain our standard of excellence.

To update our calendar:

Remember we have changed to meeting time to 7:00 p.m.
Important Dates to remember:

• Great Newport Cleanup — April 28 
• Block Party — June 23?
• Yard Sale — July 14
• Riverfest T-shirt Sale — September 2. ❧

I-471 Exit Study Continues
by Beth Fennell

Thanks to everyone who attended the Kentucky Transportation Cabinet’s Advisory
and public meeting on the Route 8 ramps on March 7th.  It’s great to hear some new
voices regarding the lengthy timeframe to build the ramps.  KYTC is still saying 2014,
although Tom Schomaker, head of the local District Office has stated he will
combine tasks when he can.

The next day at my monthly OKI meeting, Mel Martin, from the Hamilton County
Regional Planning Commission asked the OKI Executive Committee and the
Executive Director to do whatever was necessary to accelerate the studying and
building of these ramps. It’s always encouraging to have folks outside our immediate
municipality support us. Please keep contacting our state and federal officials and
staff on the importance of a speedy timeframe to complete these ramps.  The city
will continue the effort also.

It looks like the next advisory and public meeting on the Route 8 ramps will be
Friday April 13th. Probably in the afternoon/early evening again and possibly at the
Newport City building.  In addition the next public meeting for the larger OKI study

(continued, see I-471 Exit, page 4)
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HAPPY HOUR MONDAY THROUGH FRIDAY 4PM TO 6 PM
HALF PRICE APPETIZERS, DRINK DISCOUNTS

POMPILIO’S…”WHERE EAST ROW NEIGHBORS MEET”
6TH & WASHINGTON AVENUE - 859 581-3065

Neighbors: Diane Wente
by Bruce Murray

We see her and the “River Rat” people cycling people around
the neighborhood and across the river to ball games but Diane
Wente has a long history in Newport. I met her shortly after I
moved here in 1998 as I was sitting on my porch.  She stopped
to welcome me to the neighborhood, introduced herself and
husband as “Charles & Di at four and a quarter”, and told me
“If there’s anything I can do, just let me know”.  A few days
later she watched my cats when I took a business trip. That’s the
kind of person I’ve come to appreciate in this neighborhood.

Many people in the East Row know Diane as the “River
Rats” person but she has an interesting history in Newport.
Diane was born and raised in Newport, the daughter of an
American veteran and British war bride. She attended 4th
Street School when it was a junior high. She and husband
Chuck have lived on 4th Street for more than 15 years. They
have always been into the arts, and Chuck at one time was the
Artistic Director for Downtown Theatre Classics at the
Aronoff, publicity manager for Sorg Opera, and chairman of
the Cincinnati Playwrights Initiative. He also wrote a play
about Orson Welles which had a reading at the Contemporary
Arts Center.

It was Sid Crow who told me that Diane had been a singer
and had sung at the Beverly Hills nightclub. I discovered that
she was singing at several other clubs in the Cincinnati area
and her first performance at the Beverly Hills was an
emergency appearance. She was called as a substitute just a
few hours before she was to perform. It seems that Frankie
Valli wasn’t able to perform that night and Diane was asked to
fill in. She sang with a 40 piece band with only a short
rehearsal, but was appreciated by the audience. She continued
to sing for several years but retired from singing when the
venues began to change to different kinds of music. The
Wente’s can often be seen sitting on their front porch, along
with Diane’s mom and their two dogs.

If you know of an interesting person who has lived in the

East Row for many years, and might connect us with some

of Newport’s past let us know at voice@eastrow.org ❧
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F-A Construction & Remodeling Co.
ROBERT J. CHASTANG 

We Do Electrical Work

Phone: (859) 261.1900
Fax: (859) 261.3010
Cell: (859) 393.3406

Mark Marron
Mortgage Consultant

222 East 6th St., Newport, KY 41071
Office: (859) 431-4110

Fax: (859) 431-4117
Cell: (513) 266-1603
marksean@fuse.net
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Lowest Rates � Fast Service

Refinance � Payoff Bills � Purchases

Street Cleaning Has Started
by Bruce Murray

Street cleaning started in March, and I noticed that someone
on my block got a ticket for parking in the street on cleaning
day. Observe the signs on your street and make sure your car
is moved on the day that the streets are cleaned. ❧

Take the Survey!
by Bruce Murray

The East Row Historic Foundation has created a survey to
determine how the residents feel about important issues in the
neighborhood and to help set the direction for some of our
efforts during the balance of 2007. Go to eastrow.org and
follow the link to the survey. Print the survey, fill it out and bring
it to the April meeting. Everyone’s opinion is important. ❧

Garden Club Notes
by Bruce Murray

Our March meeting speaker was Karen McMullen of Loveland
Gardens who gave a very informative talk covering, Annuals
and Perennials in containers.

The East Row Garden Club has chosen eight gardens for
the 11th Annual East Row Garden Tour, to be held on June 23
and 24. Only one of the gardens on this year’s tour has been on
a previous tour. There will be an article featuring the garden
tour in the May issue of Kentucky Gardener Magazine. We’ll
have more details about the tour in next month’s VOICE.

Thanks to the leadership of Mike Kolb and Gerri Jones, the
club will participate in the “Container” competition in the
Cincinnati Flower show at Coney Island. 

The East Row Garden Club meets at 6:30 every third Tuesday
of the month at Levee Perk at the corner of 6th and Overton
Streets. Membership is open to all residents of Newport. ❧

Where Can You Get “The Voice”?
Sometimes it isn’t delivered on time, sometimes it’s caught in
the wind and disappears, or maybe you just want a few extra
copies. How can you get them?

As soon as we get the final proof from the printer, THE VOICE

is posted on the eastrow.org web site. You can read it there and
you can download or print it from the web site. But if you want
extra copies, stop at one of the merchants who keep copies for
customers. You can find copies at Kentucky Haus, Mansion Hill
Market, Together and on the first floor of City Hall. ❧
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ELEMENTARY CAMPUS
All Day Kindergarten through 5th Grade

235 Division St, Bellevue, Ky, 859-291-6937
CHILD DEVELOPMENT CENTER 

(Infants through Pre-school) & Junior High Campus
840 Washington Ave, Newport, Ky, 859-292-0487

Come tour our newly remodeled buildings, meet our staff, see for 
yourself the wonderful education we can offer your child.

Consider your 
choices and invest 

in your 
child’s education!

• Located just minutes off of I-471 and downtown Cincinnati
• We offer before and after school care at our Child Development Center
• Daily breakfast  • Affordable tuition and assistance for those who qualify
• Christian learning atmosphere  • Highly qualified and experienced teachers
• In-school tutoring, Speech and Title Teachers
• School Counseling available through Catholic Social Services
• Safe and healthy learning environment  • Sports and extra curricular activities

N O W  E N R O L L I N G

ERHF Officers Elected 
by Beth Murray

The East Row Historic Foundation elected officers for the 2007
term.  

Joyce Chastang was reelected Chair, Pat Budd was reelected
Secretary, and Monica Stephens was reelected Treasurer. The new
Gateway Rep is Dorothy Cain and Mike Dutle is the new Mansion
Hill Rep. These officers will begin their term at the May meeting. 

Thanks to these officers who have given their time in the
past and will give their time to the East Row in 2007. ❧

Davis Sign Studio 
Moves to East Row
by Bruce Murray

Sheila Davis has created signs for more than 20 years in two
states. In 2007 she moved her studio from its York Street
location to a new, larger facility at the corner of 6th and
Overton Streets. Sheila and her husband have purchased the
building, formerly the home of Robinson’s Glass and they are
sure to become a permanent fixture in the neighborhood. 

Sheila has provided signs and banners for many local
organizations and merchants. Her new studio offers a wider
range of sizes in signs and banners and Sheila also provides
hand painted signs, gold leaf, custom dimensional signage,
large format digital photographic printing, and more. 

The studio is open daily from 10:00 a.m. to 6:00 p.m. with
some of her work displayed. Call to discuss your signage needs
at 859- 261-7441. Welcome to the East Row! ❧

Curb Your Dog
by Bruce Murray

I noticed recently as I walked through Mansion Hill Park, that
I often had to walk carefully to avoid dog litter. Then a
neighbor who often walks her dog there mentioned that many
owners simply leave their dog’s litter and walk away. 

Remember it’s a law that you must remove dog litter, and in
Mansion Hill Park, you can use bags and a container supplied
by the city in the Southwest corner of the park. If there are no
bags notify the parks department at City Hall.

This is also an issue for our streets and yards. When
walking your dog on the streets, pick up your dog litter and
dispose of the bag in your own trash can or a public trash
container. Many people are offended by someone else’s dog
litter in their trash cans. ❧

Email: Print@BeaconPrinting.com
BeaconPrinting.com
Tel: 859.581.6244 

Adrianne Underhill
Licensed Massage Therapist
513.503.5668

Benefits of massage conveniently 
in your home or office . Gift certificates

10% 10% 
discount discount 
to East Row to East Row 
Neighbors Neighbors 
until 5/07until 5/07

10% 
discount 
to East Row 
Neighbors 
until 5/07www.massagetoyou.net

April 2 – Opening Day Parade in Cincinnati
From Findlay market to the Great American ball park.

Check the local news for starting time

April 21-29, Cincinnati Flower Show – Coney Island
The East Row Garden Club has entered the Container garden

category. Information at Cinyflowershow.com

April 28 – Great American Clean Up
Gather at Mansion Hill Park - East End of 4th Street at 10:00 a.m.

YEARS
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Seven Sources of Litter Identified
by Keep America Beautiful®

Keep America Beautiful® Information, 

Contributed by Joyce Chastang

We know that there is no such thing as a single littering type.
What we do know is that there are seven primary sources of litter:

• Pedestrians or cyclists who do not use receptacles. 
• Motorists who do not use car ashtrays or litterbags. 
• Business dumpsters that are improperly covered. 
• Loading docks and commercial or recreational marinas

with inadequate waste receptacles. 
• Construction and demolition sites without tarps and

receptacles to contain debris and waste. 
• Trucks with uncovered loads on local roads and highways. 
• Household trash scattered before or during collection. 

No matter where litter starts, it moves from streets and
highways to parks and waterways. Wind and weather moves litter
around a community, into the gutters, planted gardens, alleyways
and parking areas. In one study, researchers found that 18% of all
littered items end up in our streams and waterways as pollution.

Why People Litter -Keep America Beautiful® has
determined that people litter because:

• They feel no sense of ownership, even though areas such
as parks and beaches are public property.

• They believe someone else — a park maintenance or
highway worker — will pick up after them.

• Litter already has accumulated.

Whatever the reason or source of litter we need to band

together to polish up our neighborhood.  So meet at

Mansion Hill Park on Saturday April 28th at 10:00 a.m. to

join us in our efforts to clean up the neighborhood. ❧

I-471 Exit (from page 1)

looks to be on May 17.  I don’t have time or location yet, but
will keep you posted both here and on the East row list serve.

If you can’t attend the meetings, you can keep abreast of the
issues on the KYTC web page which is www.471project.org

The web page for the larger OKI study of all 471 is
www.471study.org. You can get more particulars on the
process and give input on both sites. ❧

I Love Newport! 
by Nancy Stephens 

Confession is good for the soul, so I admit it…desperation and
a blank page in The VOICE at deadline time drove me to hit the
streets seeking comments about the good things about
Newport. Turns out the research was thoroughly enjoyable. I
made the acquaintance of several new folks and learned a great
deal. Many people I just stopped in the street and questioned.
So many said they loved Newport’s friendliness and I concur as
evidenced by the fact that not one person interrupted turned
me down and all I met were friendly and cooperative.

Jackie Cassidy, co-owner of Mary Lou’s Bar & Grille on 6th
and Washington, lives in the historic district and enjoys the
ability to walk any place and feel safe. She describes the mix
of cultures, “The diversification, I believe, is good for the
community, and I appreciate the pretty setting. People are
friendly and there’s a small town feel. I’m also into recycling  so
repairing and upgrading these old houses in the East Row, I
find appropriate.” 

Bernie Combs has lived here all his life and believes
Newport has come a long way.  “Most impressive,” he says, “is
the Levee. Newport is fun; I like walking around the
neighborhood, talking to people. In our block on Park
everyone looks out for each other.” 

Peggy Brungate, Bev Holiday’s sister and  manager of the
Kentucky Haus, credits the small shops of the area for
providing the personal touch and the special treatment that is
given customers. The Levee Perk and Dixie Chili popped
immediately to mind as among her favorite restaurants. 

Crossing the river to visit his favorite store, Together, Jim
Entrikin, a Cincinnati resident and  pharmacist who took an
early retirement, says he eats all his lunches at Newport
restaurants.  He loves Pompilio’s, Lightfoots and the Hoffbrau
Haus. “I combine my lunches with trips to all the little shops I
love that are here.” 

Dr. Kevin Baker, a dentist from Chicago, thinks “the views
of the river and all the vitality that occurs from people
rehabbing houses make it an outstanding community.”

Candace Groves is a lifelong resident who was picking up
her son Corey Williams from Brighton Center.  “I love it!” she

said, “The people are so friendly and it’s a good place to raise
kids.  My son goes to Mildred Dean and it’s one of the top
schools in the state and their scores show that.  I plan to stay
here all my life.” 

Darlene Motz, a Cincinnati native, claims the Cafe Istanbul
is “wonderful!  Their menu is different and really good!” 

Brothers Michael and Markel Griffith, 9 and 11 respectively,
both agreed that playing football in the alley and going to the
Levee to play at Gameworks is tops on their list of great things
to do in Newport.

Now it’s your turn. Email eastrow.org and tell us the
bonuses of living in Newport. The minutia and the unique
happenings that makes living here a positive experience. The
research for this article was enjoyable, but this paper is best
when it is a community collaboration. How painless to email
one statement; you don’t have to write a whole column. ❧


