
Clean Your Closets - It’s Yard Sale Time!
Mark your calendars – the annual neighborhood yard sale is just around the corner.  This
year’s event is Saturday, July 14, from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m.  It’s a perfect opportunity to clear out
the clutter and make a few extra bucks as well! If you haven’t signed up yet, please contact
Joyce Chastang at 859.431.0539.

HINTS FOR A GOOD YARD SALE

❖ Be prepared
❖ Have all your items clearly marked
❖ Have an adequate amount of change available – coins and $1dollar bills are especially

important
❖ Don’t have piles of clothes heaped on the table – nothing turns off a yard saler more

than heaps of unorganized clothes
❖ Have some plastic grocery bags available for people to carry their purchases
❖ The sale begins at 9 a.m. – have your wares laid out by then because there are always

early birds out scouting for bargains
❖ Hang clothing if possible – it sells better that way
❖ Things also sell better if they’re clean
❖ Be prepared to dicker – people come to yard sales expecting to dicker

Most importantly, have a good time and sell sell sell!! �

Summer Food Program
Your child can have FREE nutritious meals at Newport Middle School’s cafeteria this
summer and you won’t have to worry about what to fix or what to buy.  The program is free
and there’s no registration required.

Breakfast is served from 7:30 to 8:30 a.m. and lunch is served from 11 a.m. to 1 p.m. Monday
through Friday, from June 4 through August 3.  Newport Middle School’s address is 30 West
8th Street.  Note: the cafeteria will be closed on Wednesday, July 4 and on Friday, July 27.

Meals are FREE to all children 18 years old and younger. Adults may purchase breakfast for
$1.50 and lunch for $2.  There will be water, fruit drinks, and some snacks available for
purchase.  Stretch your food dollar and know that your children are receiving healthy meals
in a supportive environment. �

Message From the Chair
by Joyce Chastang

The June ERHF meeting was held at Fourth Street Elementary School and was very well
attended. Bill Shamblin, communications director for Newport Independent Schools, gave a
brief history of the building, which was built by the WPA, or Works Project Administration.
(Did you know that Fourth Street Elementary was the birthplace of education in our area?)
Principal Douglas Alpiger gave us a brief description of his philosophy and the direction he
has in mind for the school.  He’s a very dynamic person and if you haven’t had the chance to
meet him, during the school year he’s outside greeting all his students each day at 8 a.m. and
bidding them farewell again at 3:30 p.m.  Stop and say hello.

Our next meeting will be at The Hannaford on July 3 at 7 p.m.  �
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HAPPY HOUR MONDAY THROUGH FRIDAY 4PM TO 6 PM
HALF PRICE APPETIZERS, DRINK DISCOUNTS

POMPILIO’S…”WHERE EAST ROW NEIGHBORS MEET”
6TH & WASHINGTON AVENUE - 859 581-3065
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F-A Construction & Remodeling Co.
ROBERT J. CHASTANG 

We Do Electrical Work

Phone: (859) 261.1900
Fax: (859) 261.3010
Cell: (859) 393.3406

The Voice Has a New Editor
by Bruce Murray

Several months ago, I announced my retirement as co-
editor of The Voice, and started searching for a
replacement, expecting the process to take many months.
However, Jenny Hudson, a Fourth Street resident,
volunteered and begins editorial duties this month. Jenny
has writing and editorial experience as manager of internal
communications for Executive Jet Management in
Cincinnati and held similar positions at Chiquita, The
Andrew Jergens Company, and Great American Financial
Resources, Inc.  She also edits the quarterly newsletter for
The Scratching Post, a local animal shelter. I hope you will
welcome Jenny in this position and contribute your ideas,
thoughts, and debates to The Voice.

I’ve enjoyed the job of co-editor with the help of Nancy
Stephens and John Morrow, and with service far beyond the
ordinary from Tim Ryan and Beacon Printing.  Editing is a
much easier job if many people contribute to the paper.  I’ll
write about some of my pet peeves and projects and I
encourage others to contribute articles so that The Voice

continues to represent the many views of the people of the
East Row Historic District. �

Email: Print@BeaconPrinting.com
www.BeaconPrinting.com
Phone: 859.581.6244 
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East Row Artisan William
Sams – the Stone Man
by Michelle Spelman

If you’ve ever walked our neighborhood, you’ve passed the
beautiful stonework of William Sams.  His business card says
“The Stone Man”, but it should say “The Stone Artist”.

Sams is a Kentucky native who, with wife LaDonna, is
raising his family here in the East Row.  Mr. Sams has been
working with stone for over 22 years.  You’ll find him
crafting walls, patios, walkways, and other hardscapes with
the old world quality and pride of the skilled artisans who
built our neighborhood over a century ago.

With a discriminating eye for line and scale, he uses
Kentucky limestone to build walls that are impressive and
strong, yet unassuming and harmonious with the
neighborhood. His distinctive work is easily recognizable –
just look around. You’ll realize he’s done literally dozens of
projects in the East Row.  We play a game when we walk
with our three young boys – it’s called “which walls did Mr.
Sams build?”

When asked to define his signature style, he replied “the
little details make all the difference.”  He commented that a
consistent mortar joint and straight square lines, from start
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Harry Potter Book Release
Party at Newport Library
by Kiki Dreyer Burke

The Newport branch of the Campbell County Public Library
will be open from 7 p.m. past midnight on Friday, July 20, to
celebrate the release of Harry Potter and the Deathly Hallows.

There will be a big party that evening, with about 14
different events.  The 30+ people who have holds on the
book can check them out at midnight, plus the Friends of
the Library will be selling 25 copies.  We’re also holding a
raffle where four people will win a copy of the book, and six
others will be able to check out “express copies” of the book,
which can be checked out for seven days v. the usual 28.  

In the weeks leading up to the release, there will be many
interesting programs themed around Harry Potter,
including broom making crafts for adults, a book and movie
discussion, an eye-spy challenge for teens, crafts of Harry
Potter for children, and a viewing of the movie Harry Potter
and the Goblet of Fire. �

Welcome Back 
to The French Gate
For two years, this delightful, eclectic shop resided at 701 Park
Avenue in Newport.  Now, after months of scouting the area for

Come “discover” favorite finds, fanciful
embellishments and distinctive gifts 

for your home & garden. Many of our
“treasures” are truly one of a kind!

Peggy Mikonis
947 Washington Ave., Newport KY

Thurs., Fri. and Sat. 11am to 5pm
Cell 859.322.5830

859.431.1558
A delightful, petite boutique!

to finish are key.  I notice things like the care he takes with
a sharp edge, preventing inadvertent injury to passersby.  

You won’t find him bouncing around the neighborhood,
juggling multiple jobs.  Instead, he does one project from
start to finish with care – one rock at a time – on time.

When he’s not building with limestone, Sams spends his
evenings with another kind of rock…music!  The Stone Man
is also a talented local musician.  His group, The Blackwater
Band, performs regularly at various venues and private
parties.  The band has a “classic bluegrassy, southern
rockabilly blues” sound.  Recent gigs include Huddle’s Café
on Monmouth Street, and the Bellevue Eagles.

To learn more about William Sams, The Stone Man, and to
find out where you can hear the Blackwater Band, call
859.291.1335. �

Outhouses Provide
Treasures of the Past
by Bruce Murray

Mike Kolb has an interesting hobby. He searches for
treasure in the remains of old outhouses.  

Mike works rehabbing houses, but “if I could make a living
at this, I would” he says, as he unwraps some of the items
he has found in outhouse remains.

Since there was no trash collection in the 19th century,
trash was often discarded in outhouses.  The remains
provide a unique glimpse into the past.  Mike collects glass
bottles, and has a collection that includes medicine bottles
from several pharmacists, including Newport pharmacist
Fred Kaufmann at Overton and Eighth Street.  Beverage
bottles come from B. H. Woodbury, Brasche & Tuchsmith,
and Jumbo Bottling Company. The most interesting ones come
from pre-Civil War outhouses, before bottle manufacturing
methods were mechanized and ornamentation simplified.
Mike researches the history of the bottles and other items
he finds.

Mike also finds coins, many of them counterfeit, ceramic
doll heads and bodies, ceramic plates and cups, chess
pieces, and once in a while some metal tableware. He
currently is planning a dig in Over-the-Rhine.

If you would be interested in exploring an outhouse from
the past, contact Mike at 859.750.6730. �

a new location, one has been found, and it’s still in the historic
East Row and Renaissance Districts.  

Now located at 947 Washington (at 10th), the French Gate is a
delightful, petite boutique where you can find painted cottage
and vintage furniture, garden accessories, chandeliers,
architectural ornamentation, French soaps from Provence, and
other treasures that are truly one of a kind.

Come and discover favorite finds, fanciful embellishments, and
distinctive gifts for your home and garden.

Hours are Thursday, Friday, and Saturday, from 11 a.m. to 5
p.m.  The phone number is 859.322.5830. �
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Lightfoot’s Restaurant
15 E. 7th Street • Newport, Kentucky • (859) 581-3600

Bring this ad for free salad and dessert 
with each dinner entree

Join us for happy hour 4:00 to 7:00 
and 11:30 to Closing, Monday through Friday

www.lightfootsrestaurant.net

City Manager Tom Fromme
Shares His Vision of
Monmouth Street
by Nancy Stephens

In order to create and maintain a strong Monmouth
Street, the Newport Downtown Renaissance District
needs to be aesthetically pleasing, clean, and safe.  It
further needs to be well promoted and easy to use. These
base necessities, coupled with a unique mix of retail,
commercial, and residential venues will create an
attractive environment to live, work, and play. 

There are many positive changes happening right now on
Monmouth Street and throughout the Newport
Downtown Renaissance District. Let me lay out the “big
picture” direction of the area by summarizing these
changes and what is currently being done to build
momentum and create a stronger foundation to create an
exciting and sustainable downtown. 

Beautification

During much of spring, the street seemed to be covered
in scaffolding and construction workers as twelve
buildings received face-lifts with the aid of facade grants.
Additionally, in the past couple of months we have
received grants for new trees and planting in Phelan Park
- new benches, trash cans, and two Central Park-style
concrete chess tables will also be added to the park.
Newport Downtown is looking better than it has in years!  

Diversification of businesses and amenities

We have had several new businesses open in the past
couple of months: Michaelangelo’s Pizza, Orchid
Financial and Red Hot Promotions just to name a few.
The area has also had some exciting businesses
announce that they will be opening in Newport
Downtown:  Graeter’s Ice Cream, Steamboat Bagels and
Jersey’s Sports Cafe.  Even more new businesses will be
announced soon! 

We are also working with LilyPad USA and Insight
Communications to provide free WIFI Internet access
from Third Street to Eleventh Street in Newport
Downtown.  We are the first WIFI Downtown in Northern

Kentucky!  Bring your laptop to any restaurant or coffee
shop and you can surf the Internet, answer e-mail or
listen to your favorite Podcast.  We think this will help
attract more people to Newport Downtown and be a
popular amenity for the businesses and residents. �

Important Dates
❖ Yard Sale – July 14 – to register, e-mail the name and

address to  chair@eastrow.org

❖ Riverfest T-shirt Sale – September 2

ERHF meeting schedule:

July 3 – The Hannaford – D. Guthrie, speaker
August 7 – Taylor Mansion – Mayor Guidugli, speaker
September 4 – St. Mark’s – S. Williams, speaker


