
Partnering for Success
by Douglas Alpiger – Principal, Fourth Street Elementary School

The success of our public schools often depends upon the degree to which the
school’s community supports them.  A school’s community affects its inputs, its
internal structures and processes, and its outputs, hence forcing school leaders
to look for support and approval from the community. 

As evidenced in particular areas of Newport, social, cultural, economic,
demographic, political, and technological trends of the community all influence
a school’s internal operations. The activities and principles of a community often
permeate deeply into our schools, just as activities within schools can radiate far
beyond the general district.

With such a codependent and mutually influential relationship, the level of
communication often determines the success and failure of both schools and
communities. Communities often place a great deal of responsibility upon
schools to “fix” social, economic, and political concerns, whereas schools call
upon local businesses, leaders, and citizens to support programs and policies. A
good relationship is a complex and delicate bridge - one that is difficult and
expensive to build, but important to maintain.  In this relationship, nothing can
be taken for granted. Both schools and their communities must be acutely aware
of one another’s norms, values, and leadership, while at the same time
maintaining trust and confidence.  

Building and maintaining a supportive and permeable relationship between
Fourth Street Elementary and its community is essential to achieving our goals.
The faculty and staff of Fourth Street maintain a sustained focus on
strengthening the involvement of parents with the school and their children’s
schooling. We also actively seek to strengthen the ties with the local community,
and especially those resources that bear on the caring of children. As these
personal interactions expand and become institutionalized in the life of the
school, the quality of the relationships between local professionals and Fourth
Street strengthen. With a strong partnership, greater trust and mutual
engagement begins to characterize these encounters.

Fourth Street Elementary opens its doors to all of its community members. In
doing so, we wish to create partnerships that enhance the quality of education
for our children while providing resources, activities, and opportunities for our
community partners. Anyone interested in learning more about partnering with
Fourth Street Elementary School should contact Mr. Douglas L. Alpiger –
principal, at 859.292.3021. �
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Message From the Chair
by Joyce Chastang

Our last meeting was graciously hosted by Gerner and
Kearns at their offices in the Taylor Mansion. City
Manager Tom Fromme presented a look at the city’s
budget and discussed the ongoing activities of that
office.  Many officials of the city were also present. The
presentation was video taped and should to available on
the city web site.

John Morrow presented a report from the Historic
Preservation committee. They encouraged all homeowners
to place an identifying historic information plaque on
their house - for more information contact John.  It is the
also the responsibility of ERHD residents to report historic
guideline violations to Emily Jarzen at 859.292.3637.

The WEBN Riverfest T-shirt extravaganza is on track.
Also, WOW (Wine Over Water) tickets are now available
at www.go2newport.com/ncac/wow.html or contact me
at  jinschool@fuse.net for more information.  Finally, the
Christmas home tour is progressing nicely for Dec. 1-2.

The I-471 corridor study was discussed and the ERHF
unanimously approved the following resolution (which I
presented at the open house at Newport High School):  

1 - We support the closing of the Southbound ramp from

I-471 that exits onto Park Avenue and Route 8.

2 - We support substituting a single-lane Southbound

ramp from I-471 that runs alongside the expressway

and doubles under the expressway to join with the

Northbound ramp to Route 8. Such ramp should be as

close to the Southbound expressway lanes as is

practically possible where it passes beside Providence

Way, and there should be no loss of East Row Historic

District homes or gardens.

3 - We oppose the addition of a fourth Southbound lane

on I-471.

Speaking of neighborhood alliances, we are still using our
Kroger cards to earn money for the neighborhood.  If you
don’t have one, you can pick one up at our monthly
meetings. By using an ERHF Kroger card, the
neighborhood earns a percentage of monies spent.  �

September at 
the Public Library
NEWPORT BRANCH
901 E. SIXTH ST., 859.572.5035

Newport Book Club — 7 p.m. Tuesday, Sept. 4

Join us for a discussion about Water for Elephants by
Sara Gruen.  Newcomers welcome - snacks provided.  No
need to register.  

Lava Lamps — 3:30 p.m. Wednesday, Sept. 5

Love lava lamps but never find one to match your room?
Learn to make your own personal lava lamp.  Ages 12 and
older.  Please register.  

Computer Basics — 10 a.m. Thursday, Sept. 6

Learn basic skills beginners need to utilize the computer.
Adults.  Registration limited. 

Internet I — 10 a.m. Thursday, Sept. 13

Learn basic skills and concepts to utilize the Internet.
Adults.  Registration limited.

Appalachian Soap Making — 7 p.m. Monday, 

Sept. 17

Learn to make a traditional Appalachian craft and take
home the results. Carissa Hund-Bunten, experienced
crafter and co-owner of Seventh Street Gifts in Newport,
will lead the class.  Registration is limited.  Especially for
adults.

Pirate Crafts and Movie —  3:30 p.m. Tuesday, 

Sept. 18

Celebrate International Talk-Like-a-Pirate Day.  Find out
your pirate name and personality while you make eye
patches and head scarves.  To get you in the pirate mood,
the movie Pirates of the Caribbean: Curse of the Black
Pearl will be playing.  Movie rated PG-13.  Ages 12 and
up.  No need to register.

Vernon and Kitty McIntyre Bluegrass Duet — 2 p.m.

Sunday, Sept. 23

Join us for an afternoon of traditional Bluegrass music by
this talented duo. All ages.  No need to register.  

E-mail Class —  10 a.m. Thursday, Sept. 27

Get help setting up a free Yahoo e-mail account and learn
some e-mail basics.  Adults.  Registration limited.  

Make It, Take It Craft — 4 p.m. Tuesday, Sept. 25

Make crowns, tiaras, wands and swords fit for a Prince
or Princess.  This Adventure Club program is for grades
1-5.  Please register. �
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F-A Construction & Remodeling Co.
ROBERT J. CHASTANG 

We Do Electrical Work

Phone: (859) 261.1900
Fax: (859) 261.3010
Cell: (859) 393.3406

Mark Marron
Mortgage Consultant

222 East 6th St., Newport, KY 41071
Office: (859) 431-4110

Fax: (859) 431-4117
Cell: (513) 266-1603
marksean@fuse.net
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NKY Table Tennis at
Newport Middle School
by Elaine Kerley

Need a family activity to beat the heat? Want to spend
some time together, playing and exercising in a positive
and nurturing atmosphere? Do you want your children to
participate in sports, but are worried about contact
injuries?   Well, the Northern Kentucky Table Tennis Club
has everything you need. 

The Northern Kentucky Table Tennis Club was
established in 2003 as an organization to teach and
spread the enjoyment of table tennis. This organization is
now meeting at Newport Middle School’s gym on
Saturdays from 4 to 9 p.m. and Wednesdays from 6 to 10
p.m. It is open for ages 8 and up. There is a $4 fee per
visit, or $6 per couple with an annual club membership
also available. Equipment is provided, and if you are new
to table tennis, you will receive instruction in the basics. 

There is lots of individual attention given to new players,
and when they are ready to play, they’re matched with
players at their same level. 

The Club also sponsors tournaments throughout the
year. Coach George Thompson loves this sport and
wants to spread this love to a new generation. Coach
George emphasizes the fact that table tennis is a non-
contact sport, played in a friendly, family atmosphere. A
perfect sport for children! 

To learn more about the organization or to contact Coach
George, NKYTT.org. �

Newport Wildcats: 
Feral Cats or Lost Pets?
by Bradie Bowen

I am an animal lover.  I am also a sucker for strays, which
is how I have ended up with a menagerie that includes
cats, rabbits, degus, a turtle, and carnival goldfish.  This
desire to care for strays and take in the unwanted pets of
others, unfortunately, has to have a limit.  My ability to
realize my limitations, however, does not make it any less
heartbreaking when the stray cats arrive in my backyard
hungry and starving for attention.  

We are constantly visited by feral cats, along with the
occasional friendly cat that may have been someone’s
pet.  It is always difficult to tell if the tame cats actually
belong to someone or if they were simply abandoned.  I
am a firm believer in keeping city cats indoors for their
safety and my peace of mind.  I realize that this is not the
opinion of all, though.  To avoid the possible loss of a
beloved family pet, it is a good idea to clearly identify
your pet.  There are a variety of specialty identification
tags available, but a permanent marker label on a flea
collar works just as well.  This way your pet can be
returned if it takes up residence at someone else’s house.
It will also prevent your cat from taking a trip to the
pound - something no pet should have to go through.  

Every time I encounter a friendly stray, I go through the
ordeal of trying to find placement for the cat in a no-kill
shelter.   Although we have several in the area, including
the Stray Animal Adoption Program, ROSA’s, and The
Scratching Post, they are all constantly full.  These
facilities do what they can, but they are limited in space
and always at capacity.  The alternative, the county
funded shelters, do not subscribe to a no-kill policy.
They are also full of unwanted pets, who have been
discarded and are likely to meet an unpleasant fate.  In
the end, I’ve kept two of the strays myself and sent
several with a friend to a local animal hospital for
adoption.  Many others have simply disappeared.

I know I am not alone in my desire to help these
unfortunate creatures.  We can all do our part by being
responsible pet owners and having our pets
spayed/neutered.  We can also be sure to clearly identify
our pets with tags or collars.  The easiest way to be sure
your cat is safe and healthy is to keep it indoors.  We can
also donate to our local no-kill shelters to help them care
for the hundreds of abandoned pets they take in every
year. 

I am currently caring for a very affectionate cat that has
taken up residence in my backyard. She is quite talkative,
and does not understand why she isn’t allowed to come
into my house with the other animals. If you have lost a
cat or are interested in giving this one a permanent home,
please contact me at  bowenruth@hotmail.com. �
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Visit our showroom or call for aVisit our showroom or call for a
FREE copy of our new fall catalog!FREE copy of our new fall catalog!

Reference code ERV8 for 10% off any order!Reference code ERV8 for 10% off any order!
signaturehardware.com/vsignaturehardware.com/v . 859.647.7564 859.647.7564

2700 Crescent Springs Pike 2700 Crescent Springs Pike . Erlanger, KY 410 Erlanger, KY 41017
*Discount expires October 30, 2007 and is not valid with any other offer.*Discount expires October 30, 2007 and is not valid with any other offer.

Meet Your Four-legged,
Furry Neighbors
If it’s one thing Newport has, along with its terrific
bipedal residents, it’s many wonderful four-legged
residents. And we’d like to take the opportunity to
introduce a few of them to you.

Above are two lovable Fourth Street residents, Cisco and
Pancho. These adorable Shih Tzu buddies were out
frolicking with their mom, local author Sheila Williams.

So the next time you see them on the street, drop to
doggie-eye-level and say hello.  Just don’t try and take
their stick… �

ERHF Logo Wear
Now Available

Interested in wearing your love 

for your neighborhood on your sleeve?

Or at least on your chest?

Check out the ERHF logoware now available at
www.cafepress.com/eastrow. There are T-shirts,
sweatshirts, shorts, and even a dog T-shirt! All
profits benefit the ERHF.  Get yours today!


