
East Row Garden Club 
Donates to Newport Schools
by Bruce Murray

The East Row Garden Club is continuing its tradition of giving to local charities!  

The regular September meeting held at Levee Perk hosted Mr. Doug Alpiger,
principal of Fourth Street Elementary School, and the Family Resource Center
coordinators from each of Newport’s three elementary schools. The ERGC
donated a check for $1,135 to the Freestore/Foodbank, which will be used to
continue funding the Newport schools’ BackPack program.

The BackPack program is facilitated by the Family Resource and Youth Services
Center coordinators at Fourth Street Elementary, A.D. Owens Elementary,
Mildred Dean Elementary, and Newport Middle School.  The funds will be used
to assist in providing weekend meals to approximately 100 students who have
been identified by school staff as being “chronically hungry”.  The BackPack
program started as a pilot program at Fourth Street Elementary School in 2006-
2007, with funding through the Freestore/Foodbank.  An anonymous donation to
the Freestore/Foodbank, along with several donations from organizations like
the East Row Garden Club, made it possible to expand this successful program
to all three elementary schools and the Newport Middle School!

After the presentation, the speaker for the evening was Mr. Bill Lee, regional vice
president of the American Daffodil Society.  He spoke on all aspects of raising
daffodils. Our speaker in October will be Karen McMullen of Loveland
Greenhouse, speaking on plants for holiday décor and bulbs. All Newport
residents are invited to East Row Garden Club meetings, held at Levee Perk at
6:30pm on the 3rd Tuesday each month. �
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Message From the Chair
by Joyce Chastang

Our September meeting was held at St. Mark’s.  East Row
resident and local author Sheila Williams spoke about
her life as an author - it was very informative.  Thank you
Sheila!

The Riverfest T-shirt extravaganza was a success - it was
nice to work with our neighbors. Wine Over Water also
promises to also be a big success. The holiday house tour
is a “go” and some pretty exciting things are happening.  

At the October meeting we will discuss the revised bylaws. 

Carole Weitner is working with me on the Christmas
party.  If you have any suggestions, please feel free to
contact me.  We are considering making it more family-
oriented.  �

A Benefit 
for Newport’s Children 
by Karen Riddle

The Campbell County Family Literacy Program, which
serves Newport’s children, is hosting a Book Fair,
Saturday and Sunday, October 13/14, at the Barnes &
Noble Levee location.  

When patrons of the store mention Campbell County

Family Literacy while checking out, Barnes & Noble
will give us a percentage of their proceeds - patrons get
the merchandise they’re looking for, and we receive a
portion of the money spent. We’ve found these fundraisers
are a simple way to raise money for our programs. Our
last two-day event at the Levee raised over $1,500.  

The event includes story times, face painting, and a free
raffle drawing, plus much more.  Proceeds received will
go toward the purchase of books needed to continue our
support of Newport’s children.

Please join us on Saturday and Sunday October 13 and
14. For more information, please visit our web site at
www.myged.org.  Thanks.  �

471/KY8 Interchange Update
by Beth Fennell

The I-471/KY 8 Interchange Advisory Committee met on
September 19th at the Bellevue City Building. The project
design team, hired by the Kentucky Transportation
Cabinet, brought forth some new “hybrid” conceptual
alternatives. They also asked us to vote on eliminating
ones we believed would not work.

The committee quickly eliminated many alternatives,
including most that kept the Route 8 southbound ramp
open, and others that dumped too much traffic onto
Riviera Drive. Other alternatives were cost prohibitive or
didn’t make sense from a safety or traffic improvement
standpoint.  We were basically left with two alternatives
and what they call the “no build” or traffic management
alternative.  Some aspects of the remaining alternatives
were more favored by your Newport representatives,
including a fourth lane on SB 471 at the end of the bridge
that would pair up with the current northbound ramp
and have an option to get off at an improved Riviera
Drive. Another favored alternative started with a similar
fourth SB lane that circled back to Route 8 and also had
a peel off to an improved Riviera Drive.

The Federal Highway Administration requires that at
least four alternatives be brought forth to final decision.
The project team must now come up with one more
alternative.  Aspects could be included that are not as
favored by the Newport representatives, but there are
other entities to consider as well.  Hopefully we will
come up with a good balance in the final decision. 

It is difficult to visualize these alternatives on paper, so
please check the maps on www.I471study.org.  The
process will continue to move forward as the federal
requirements continue.  The design team and committee
members will continue to balance safety, expense,
historic, and environmental considerations, along with
other pertinent data, as we move forward. Our next
meeting will be some time in November or December.
Please visit the web site for further information and/or to
give comment.  �
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Refinance � Payoff Bills � Purchases

Julie will work to:
• Continue District’s strong pre-K curriculum
• Increase enrollment in Newport’s quality schools
• Engage community in our schools to make Newport stronger
• Initiate more food programs for needy District school children
• Continue high school retention programs to lower drop out rates

“Our schools are the bedrock of this community”
Paid for by Smith-Morrow election fund”, John Morrow, Treasurer

Vote on November 6, 2007
K E E P

Julie Smith-Morrow
Newport Independent Board of Education

Changes in ERHF By-Laws
by Bruce Murray

A four-person committee recently updated the East Row
Historic Foundation By-Laws. Our current bylaws require
that we vote on the changes in both the October and
November meetings. While many changes are language
simplifications, there are a few important changes, which
are summarized below.

• The Preamble was eliminated and important content
was moved to appropriate sections.

• The ERHF, the East Row Historic District, and City of
Newport were defined more clearly at the beginning of
the document.

• Membership, including non-resident membership, was
more clearly defined.

• Meeting times and notices have been more clearly
defined.

• A quorum has been defined. 
• Committees must now submit budgets.
• A Philanthropic Committee has been initiated and

defined.
• The duties of Directors and Officers have been more

clearly defined.
• Limits of liability for directors have been more clearly

defined.
• The East Row Garden Club, once an “educational division

of the ERHF” is now recognized as a separate entity.

These changes can be viewed on the eastrow.org web
site and are available at the monthly meetings. The next
meeting will be Tuesday October 2, at St. Mark Church,
on the corner of Monroe and 8th Streets. Thanks to Ian
Budd, Joyce Chastang, Corey Siddall, and Monica
Stephenson for their work in reviewing this document
and making these recommended changes.  �

News from

by Bill Shamblin

New monthly parenting newsletter introduced

This month the district introduced a new monthly
parenting newsletter, “Helping Students Learn”, with
individual issues specifically targeting early childhood,
elementary school, middle school and high school. A
research-based publication, “Helping Students Learn
provides ongoing tips to help parents nurture their child’s
interest in learning as well as foster closer parent/school
communication. In addition to the monthly newsletter,
Newport Independent is also providing parents with a
quarterly “Daily Learning Planner”, which provides daily
ideas on how to build and maintain learning and character
skills. The newsletters and quarterly learning planners are
distributed by each of the schools and are also available
for download at  www.newportwildcats.org

Quarterly assessments provide for
individualized instruction

This is the first year Newport Independent will be
administering quarterly assessments using the computer-
based (Measure of Academic Performance) MAP system.
MAP utilizes computer self-adjusting testing to measure
actual levels of student achievement in reading, math,
and language usage (if a student answers a question
correctly, the next question becomes more difficult;
conversely if a student answers a question incorrectly,
the next question is easier).

MAP results are available to teachers 24 hours after they
are administered and provide a basis for measuring
progress and adjusting instruction.  In addition the MAP
system is national normed – student’s results are compared
against the entire U.S. population of students for that
grade, at that period in the school year. Also, MAP provides
benchmarks of the annual level growth expected of each
individual student. This year, students in grades 2 though
10 are being assessed. Within two years assessments will
be expanded to include grades K though 12.  �
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Meet Your Four-legged,
Furry Neighbors

Continuing with our series introducing you to your four-
legged neighbors, say hello to Katie Lee Shamblin (left)
with Ninja, and Lily Shamblin (right) with Shadow, their
“Purple People Bridge Kittens”.

These kittens have a wonderful Newport connection.
According to Katie Lee and Lily’s dad Bill, “We found out
about the kittens from Jennifer Cottingham, a curriculum
specialist at the Newport school district, who thought my
girls needed some pets at home. Ms. Cottingham is also
very active with the Alexandria Animal Hospital, helping
to place animals for adoption.  She also knew that Katie
Lee and Lily had recently lost both their dog and cat -
Hoke and Mr. Peterson. The kittens were birthday
presents for the girls, who both have birthdays in August.
The girls love their kittens and spend as much time as
possible playing with them and spoiling them to the
fullest extent possible. Much thanks to all the neighbors
who helped to save these “Purple People Bridge Kittens”,
and ended-up bringing much joy to two little girls.”

What Bill and Katie Lee and Lily didn’t know is that two
of their East Row neighbors, Amanda Van Rooyen and
Jenny Hudson, (along with Amanda’s husband Guy and
her mom Donna) rescued these two kittens (and their
three siblings) from one of the landscaped islands on the
Newport approach to the Purple People Bridge.  All five
kittens were rescued one rainy Friday morning and taken
to Alexandria Animal Hospital for health checks and
adoption.  Unfortunately, the mom cat was feral and
could not be trapped, but all five kittens were healthy
and found happy homes.   Thanks to everyone involved
for giving these five furry stories a happy ending.  �

October Family Film Festival
at St. John’s UCC Church
by Bill Hamann – licensed minister, St. John’s UCC

Join your neighbors each Friday in October at St. John’s
UCC church on Park Avenue for the Family Film
Festival.  

The fun starts each Friday at 6:30 p.m. at St. John’s.
We’ll be showing films on October 5, 12, 19 and 26.  All
showings are open to the neighborhood - popcorn and
soft drinks will be available at no charge. Films will be
(in date order) Joseph and the Amazing Technicolor
Dreamcoat, Secondhand Lions, Finding Neverland, and
Bruce Almighty.  

We hope to see you there!  �


