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Annual Victorian Christmas Tour Celebrates
Historic Homes, Renovated Library 
by Mary Beth Crocker

Our neighborhood will smile with holiday spirit this Saturday and Sunday (Dec. 1-2)
when the East Row Historic Foundation presents seven historic homes and a former
library on its 14th Annual Victorian Christmas Tour. The tour runs from noon to 6
p.m. each day. 

In a change, the tour actually starts at The Carnegie Event Center, the former
Newport Public Library, where tickets will be sold. Now owned by David Hosea, the
former library has been transformed into a magical place designed with antiques and
vintage furnishings, and dramatic window treatments. The historic building is now
home to a formal ballroom, tearoom and game room with a railroad theme.

Six of the seven homes have never been open to the public. (Two were on the 2007
East Row Garden Walk.) The seventh, on tour as a result of public request, is owned
by Curtis L. Heuser, an artist, interior designer and author of the new book, Your
Home: A Living Canvas (North Light Books), which features murals, trompe l’oeil
and faux finishes in his own Victorian home. 

Among additional highlights:

• A collection of musical instruments — some vintage — on display in a circa-1880
Italianate home owned by a professor of music. 

• A collection of non-traditional, colorful nativity scenes in another home that
features contemporary-style interiors in apricot, pink, royal blue, and green and
described as a “funky mix.” The Queen Anne home was built circa 1894 for Charles
Willis of the Willis Music Co. 

For the convenience of visitors, a shuttle bus will make periodic stops along the tour
route throughout the hours of the tour. Restrooms will be available along the route,
too. 

Tickets, which are $15 per person, may be purchased at The Carnegie, 401
Monmouth St., during tour hours. Children under the age of 12, when accompanied
by an adult, will be admitted free. You can purchase advanced tickets online at our
web site www.eastrow.org or at the following Newport shops: Kentucky Haus, 411
E. 10th St., and The Galleries Together, 701 Park Ave.

A portion of the proceeds will go toward the Henry Hosea House, a non-profit soup
kitchen in Newport. The agency serves 250 persons daily. 

As always, volunteers are needed. If you’d like to volunteer, please contact Dorothy
Cain at 859.491.4213 or e-mail her at dot600@aol.com.  �
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Residents Offer Ideas at
Visioning Session
by Amanda Trice

On November 6 and 14, the City of Newport hosted
two “Visioning Sessions,” created to get ideas and
feedback from residents in five key areas: Quality of
Life, Safety, Economic Development, Housing, and
Recreation.

Around one dozen residents attended the meeting.
There were also a few elected officials in the room,
including Mayor Tom Guidugli, Commissioner Jan
Knepshield, and Julie Smith-Morrow, a newly elected
School Board member.

Ryan Wyrick, Newport’s economic development
director, began the evening by explaining the purpose
of the session, and saying that after the feedback and
ideas from the two sessions were compiled, the city
would be “establishing a working group to put
together a document that will then be brought back to
a community meeting” for the community to review
and prioritize.

Attendees were first asked to discuss “What is unique
and special about Newport?” Answers included the
following: riverfront and bridges, sense of community,
hometown feel, unique small businesses and
restaurants, and the diversity of housing stocks.

Greg Tulley, Newport’s development services director,
and facilitator for the session, then asked residents to
add their comments to the question of “What is
Newport excelling in?” Residents cited the following,
to name a few: civic pride, sense of public safety, good
public works, and beautification.

The final question posed to attendees was “Where can
improvements be made?” Some of the ideas supplied
were street repairs, keeping housing stock out of
disrepair, increasing home ownership, and
redevelopment of the Licking River area to include
green space and other recreational opportunities.
Andrew Martin, of Galaxy Skate Shop on Monmouth,
also suggested the idea of creating a skate park, under
the I-471 overpass near Newport High School, for
Newport’s youth.  He is currently in the process of
working on this project. 

The Visioning Session was an excellent opportunity
for residents to have their voices heard regarding what
the future will hold for Newport. If you are interested
in adding your two cents, community surveys are
available at the city building and also at
www.gotonewport.com.  �

Abby Cunningham
(859) 816-9273

dirtyfeetpetcare@yahoo.com

Celebrate 4th  Street
Elementary at Barnes &
Noble - Wednesday, Dec. 5
On December 5, celebrate Fourth Street Elementary’s
Wonderful Wednesday, from 3-7 p.m. at Barnes &
Noble’s Levee location. The kids will be creating
crafts, playing games, and listening to their teachers
do story times right after school, from 3:30 to 4:30 pm. 

If you purchase something at B&N during the event
and mention Fourth Street Elementary while checking
out, the school will receive a portion of money. 

Come see the handiwork of the kids, get some
shopping done for the holidays, and support one of our
local schools.  If you have any questions, contact Alison
Aldridge at 859.581.6539 or at crm2059@bn.com.  �

Holiday Lighting Contest
for Downtown Businesses
Newport’s Renaissance Program is sponsoring “Newport
Lights Up”, a contest to celebrate the efforts our
downtown businesses make in showcasing their
businesses and our communities by displaying holiday
lights and decorations. Lighting displays will be evaluated
on display, effect, complexity, and originality with the
judging taking place on Saturday, December 1 from 5 to 9
p.m. There will be awards for Most Creative Display,
Best of Overall Display and the Judges Award. �
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Adrianne Underhill
Licensed Massage Therapist
513.503.5668   www.massagetoyou.net

Benefits of massage conveniently 
in your home or office . Gift certificates

10% 10% 
discount discount 
to East Row to East Row 
Neighbors Neighbors 
until 12/31until 12/31

10% 
discount 
to East Row 
Neighbors 
until 12/31

HAPPY HOUR MONDAY THROUGH FRIDAY 4PM TO 6 PM
HALF PRICE APPETIZERS, DRINK DISCOUNTS

POMPILIO’S…”WHERE EAST ROW NEIGHBORS MEET”
6TH & WASHINGTON AVENUE - 859 581-3065

East Row Resident Invents
New Educational Card Game
by Michelle Spelman, (wife of the inventor)

Jeff Spelman, resident of East Third Street since 1995,
was happy for a long time in his career in baseball
scouting and sports marketing. But in June 2006, after
14 years of building his own business, Team One
Baseball, he walked away from the industry, burned
out and longing for a new challenge.

He never dreamed the path he was seeking would lead
him to the new job title of “Game Inventor.” The
invention is Quick Count…the fast-paced, strategic

football card game. Quick Count is a brand new
game. In fact, it is so new that it’s only been on the
market for a few weeks! You are among the first to
hear about it!

Invented in Newport, originally for Spelman’s children,
Quick Count is for two players. It is a broadly
appealing, educational card game that reinforces
number sense and critical thinking. It’s fun for ages
seven to adult.

Jeff’s own endeavors were inspired in part by recalling
the experience of Merle Robbins, the inventor of UNO.
Robbins invented the game in the early 1970’s in
Cincinnati. Jeff spent his childhood there and knew
the Robbins family through church. Mr. Robbins sold
the first decks of UNO out of his barbershop and then
at a corner grocery and pony keg next to Spelman’s
grandmother’s house. At the time, no one dreamed
UNO would become the global smash hit it is today.

Quick Count is quickly gaining notoriety because is
the only game that combines the two passions of
football and card playing.  It makes a terrific stocking
stuffer or gift.  
Our friends love to play Quick Count at tailgating
parties and are already planning Quick Count
tournaments during their Super Bowl parties. It’s a
great family activity that brings parents and children
together for quality time.  

As for me, well, I never guessed someday I’d be known
as “wife of the inventor.”  Some days, it’s pretty
stressful.  But I have to tell you, most days, it’s pretty
fun!

To buy Quick Count Football for the card players and
football fans on your holiday shopping list, visit The
Galleries Together at the corner of 7th and Park Avenue.
You can learn more about Quick Count and your neighbor,
Jeff Spelman, at www.QuickCountFootball.com, or
talk to the inventor at 513-259-8514.  �

Message From the Chair
by Joyce Chastang

At last month’s meeting we were enlightened by
attorney Steven Shane.  He spoke of our most valuable
asset - our credit – and encouraged all of us to check
our credit report at least once a year.  Did you know
that about 80 percent of all credit reports contain false
or inaccurate information?  It was a very eye-opening
presentation - thank you Steven. 

At the November meeting we agreed to donate $250 to
St. John’s Twilight Concert Series and to renew our
membership in Preservation Kentucky.  Bob Yoder
spoke of the City of Newport’s Visioning workshops;
unfortunately, neighborhood participation was a little
weak, but there is still time to have your voice heard
by filling out the questionnaire at www.newportky.gov.
At the January meeting, we will be looking for a
nominating committee to solicit candidates for the
upcoming elections, to be held in March. 

ERHD is looking forward to our annual Christmas
party.  The event will be held at the Carnegie Event
Center on December 4, from 7-10 p.m.  A choral group
from Fourth Street Elementary will entertain us with
30 minutes of caroling.  You are asked to bring a snack
- if your last name begins with A-M, bring something
salty; if your last name begins with N-Z, bring
something sweet.  ERHD will provide beverages (beer,
wine, soda). If I don’t see you at the party, have a
merry and blessed Christmas. �



Performs A Christmas
Carol at the Library
ArtReach, the touring troupe of the Children’s
Theatre, will perform A Christmas Carol at the
Newport branch of the Campbell County Public
Library on Friday, December 21, at 4 p.m.  

This is a wonderful production for children of all ages!
Enjoy this classic Christmas story as it is brought to
life by the ArtReach Theatre. There is no need to
register. �
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Meet Your Four-legged,
Furry Neighbors
by John Morrow

This happy-looking boy with the bum leg is Wilbur, a pup
of disputed parentage, who has found the Morrow
household on Washington Street conducive to an
elegant and trouble free life style. Recently, while
ridding the world of that evil curse, the dreaded squirrel,
he tore his ACL and, covered by National Health Service,
underwent a round of repair and therapy. 

Shown here with his mistress, Dr. Smith-Morrow (a
plant doctor, mind you, NOT a dog doctor) he is
undergoing rest and recuperation. He will soon return
to a round of gallery openings and sophisticated
soirées within the historic East Row. 

The lucky Wilbur just celebrated his 8th birthday with
much fanfare.  He was abandoned on the doorstep of
my wife Julie’s workplace as a tiny puppy, absolutely
irresistible. �

859-581-6244
Fax: 859-581-6349
Email: Print@BeaconPrinting.com
P.O. Box 721608
Newport, KY 41072
505 W. 9th at Brighton in Newport
BeaconPrinting.com
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708 Monmouth St, Newport, KY
859-491-3500 • Brian or Kim

JerZees@fuse.net

Hours: 11 am to 2 am Mon-Sat
11 am to 12 am Sunday

Happy hour every day 3 to 6 pm
Half price appetizers
Miniburgers 6 for $5.00

Bengals gametime special: 
$1.50 domestic longnecks all day,
Half price appetizers during game,
Miniburgers 6 for $5.00

WiFi HotSpot • Patio Beer Garden
Live Acoustic Music Every Friday Night

F-A Construction & Remodeling Co.
ROBERT J. CHASTANG 

We Do Electrical Work

Phone: (859) 261.1900
Fax: (859) 261.3010
Cell: (859) 393.3406

Reserve Restaurant and
Piano Lounge 
Now at the Levee
The Reserve Restaurant and Piano Lounge is scheduled
to open in late November, becoming the newest
restaurant at Newport on the Levee. Formerly on Fourth
Street in downtown Cincinnati, the establishment will
be located between Brio’s Tuscan Grille and Jeff Ruby’s
Tropicana.

The Reserve Restaurant and Piano Lounge is an
upscale restaurant and piano lounge that will feature a
full menu and live entertainment seven nights a week.
Specialty menu items include an eggplant stack
appetizer, Steak Caesar, one of their signature steaks,
creative Italian pasta dishes and a variety of famous
flatbreads.

The restaurant will sport a moderately priced menu,
with something for every taste, including a variety of
appetizers, dinner entrees, and desserts. They will
feature top-notch entertainment from the area, as well
as nationally known acts, and will be able to
accommodate private parties or corporate functions.
For more information on Reserve Restaurant and Piano
Lounge, please visit www.reserveonthelevee.com or
call 859.431.7373.  �

Purchase Energy-Efficient
Light Bulbs at City Hall 
for $0.99
Duke Energy is partnering with the City of Newport and
local hardware retailers to assist local area residents
with saving money on their energy bills by purchasing
an ENERGY STARÂ® qualified compact fluorescent
light bulb (CFL). On Wednesday, December 5, from 8
a.m. to 4 p.m. (or until supplies are gone), local
customers can purchase CFLs for as little as $0.99 and
torchieres for $9.99 in the multi-purpose room at
Newport City Hall, located at 998 Monmouth St. �

East Row Garden Club Notes
by Bruce Murray

The East Row Garden Club met in November at the
Fourth Street home of Mary Beth Crocker.  The speaker
was Curtis Heuser who discussed his new book, Your
Home, A Living Canvas. 

We will be celebrating our Holiday Party for club
members at the Wiedemann Mansion during December.
The East Row Garden Club is open to all residents in
Newport and meets on the third Tuesday of the month,
generally at Levee Perk, corner of 6th and Overton
Streets. Meetings start at 6:30pm. �
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BiG

SALE
t h e THRU DECEMBER

Savings up to 40% on every
item in the gallery.

Mon - Fri 8-4   Sat 11-3

B U E C K E R
I R O N  W O R K S
29 W 6th St  Newport, Ky

859 261 8490
bueckerironworks.com

Mark Marron
Mortgage Consultant

222 East 6th St., Newport, KY 41071
Office: (859) 431-4110

Fax: (859) 431-4117
Cell: (513) 266-1603
marksean@fuse.net

OH MB#3797                                       KY#13038

Lowest Rates � Fast Service

Refinance � Payoff Bills � Purchases

Mokka is On the Move
The fabulous breakfast and lunch spot Mokka is moving
from their current home in the 500 block of York Street
to the restaurant side of the Syndicate, on the east side
of the building at 5th and Monmouth Streets.  Mokka is
scheduled to move the week of Thanksgiving.
Mokka — Same People, Same Food — Just a better
location! �

December 
Schedule of Events
at the Public Library
NEWPORT BRANCH
901 E. SIXTH ST., 859.572.5035

All events take place at the Newport branch
of the Campbell County Public Library

Newport Book Club

Tuesday, December 4 - 7 p.m.

The discussion will be about The No 1 Ladies’

Detective Agency by Alexander M. Smith.  Newcomers
welcome.  Snacks provided.  No need to register.   

Teen Cinema: 

Pirates of the Caribbean, At World’s End

Wednesday, December 5 - 3:30 p.m.

Will Turner and Elizabeth Swann join with Captain
Barbossa in a desperate quest to free Captain Jack
Sparrow from his trap in Davy Jones’ locker, while the
future of the freedom-loving pirate hangs in the
balance.  Rated PG-13.  Ages 13 and older.  Snacks
provided.  

Decoupage for the Holidays!

Monday, December 10 - 6:30 p.m.

Learn to use decoupage while customizing your own
personalized ornaments and picture frames.  Adults.
Please register.  859.572.5035.

Popcorn and a Movie

Tuesday, December 11 - 4 p.m.

Munch on popcorn and watch the new holiday movie
The Santa Clause 3: The Escape Clause. Rated G.
Ages 6-11.  Please register.  859.572.5035. 

Movie and a Craft: 

High School Musical 2

Wednesday, December 12 - 3:30 p.m.

Troy, Gabriella, Chad, and Taylor are gearing up for
fun as they land the coolest summer jobs around.
Watch the movie and make a craft. One lucky winner
will win a copy of the movie.  Rated G.  Ages 11-18.  No
need to register.  

Surviving Holiday Stress!

Tuesday, December 18 - 7 p.m.

Find out how to slow down and take a deep breath to
cope with holiday stress.  From family relationships to
leaving everything until the last minute, Pamela
Gilchrist Corson will discuss how to make it all work
and still come out sane on the other side.  Adults.  No
need to register.  �

TTogetherogetherTTogetherogetherTTogetherogetherThe Galleries 

701 Park Avenue, 859/581-9100

Friday December 7: Welcome artist Jason Buroker 
   with his dynamic interactive paintings. 
       Viewers can change and explore pieces by 
          charging them with light.
             Rrefreshments. Show continues thru December.

ERHF Meeting Schedule

Tuesday, January 8

Tuesday, February 5

Tuesday, March 4

7 p.m. at St. Marks Church




