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East Row Residents Help Women With
Cancer Through Kimmie Cares™ Doll
by Mary Beth Crocker

Two East Row neighborhood residents, Jim Swearingen and Joelene Lecture, are
helping give life to a cuddly soft cloth doll lovingly named Kimmie. Jim and Joelene
give countless hours to Partners For A Cure Foundation in Cincinnati, which this
year introduced the new Kimmie Cares™ doll and accompanying book, Mommy and

Me… Taking Care of Each Other, designed to help women with cancer explain the
disease to their children.

Sisters Kim (Kimmie) Goebel, who was undergoing chemotherapy treatments for
breast cancer, and Kris Kalnow created the foundation after Kim overheard a young
mother, who was also diagnosed with cancer, tearfully ask, ‘How am I ever going to
tell my children?’ Although Kim never had children, her strong empathy turned into
the lifeblood for the doll and book, which are designed to help children understand
the physical changes and emotions that occur during chemotherapy treatments,
particularly hair loss. 

For nearly two years, Jim, a veteran toy designer, formerly of Kenner Products Co.,
worked with Kim and another designer to create the completed 16-inch doll —
meant to represent a mom or other caregiver. Dressed in a cute pink blazer, white
satin pants and black patent leather shoes, the Kimmie Cares™ doll may be altered
in appearance to demonstrate the stages of hair loss that often accompany cancer
treatment. The doll has two wigs — one of long hair and another made to resemble
the new hair that grows after chemo. The wigs may be removed to reveal a bald doll,
and they include a patterned scarf to mimic mom’s head wrap. The dolls are
available in five ethnic versions with different eye and mouth shapes. 

With its story and colorful, cheerful illustra-
tions, the book was written to further the
communication between adult and child,
offer children comfort and encourage them
to talk about their feelings.

Joelene, whose last treatment for cancer was
March 2006, became involved after she
actually used the doll to help her grand-
daughter understand her illness. She often
serves as a spokesperson, accompanied by
her adorable grandchild, 6-year-old Maggie
Meyer. 

(continued, see Kimmie Cares Doll, page 2)
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Abby Cunningham
(859) 816-9273

dirtyfeetpetcare@yahoo.com

Kimmie Cares™ Doll (from page 1)

Sadly, Kim passed away in 2004, but Kris continues to
operate the foundation, which serves women under-
going cancer treatments with immediate financial
needs, such as lack of childcare or transportation. So
far, among others, donations have been made to the
University of Cincinnati Barrett Cancer Center at
University Hospital in Cincinnati.

The doll and book, which are packaged together in a
white display box, are available for $39.99 each (plus
shipping and handling) through the foundation’s web
site: www.kimmiecares.com or  (513) 562-0338. �

The Victorian Christmas Tour
Seen Through Fresh Eyes
A New Resident Explores
the Homes of Newport
by Amanda Trice

I had the opportunity to attend the Annual Victorian
Christmas Tour for the first time this year. What an
amazing experience! I moved to the 800 block of Maple
Avenue last November and have enjoyed just driving
by the stately homes of Newport every day. It was so
wonderful to have the opportunity to discover the
amazing insides of these homes and at the same time
to get into the holiday spirit.

The biggest highlight to me was the homeowners
themselves. They were so gracious and inviting and
were willing to share the interesting details of their
homes with us. One home even had fresh-baked
cookies out for their guests! The volunteers were also
great and very helpful.

I was so overwhelmed by the amount of work and care
that had gone into each and every home. Some of the
owners had only been in their homes from six months
to five years. Some had the “before” pictures of their
homes displayed and it was incredible to see the
transformations they had made in such a short period
of time. 

Each house had its own unique style, from sleek
modern living rooms, to colorful tile-filled bathrooms,
to cozy sitting rooms with Christmas movies playing
and fires ablaze. And then there were the gorgeous
Christmas trees! One of them even had fresh Gerber
daisies and delicate pink roses and was designed by A
New Leaf Florist on York Street. 

I also really enjoyed seeing the newly refurbished
Carnegie Center. I am so glad that this building was
restored so beautifully and is available for use by the
public. Newport is very fortunate to have the Hoseas
as a part of our community. They have taken such an
active interest in bettering the community of Newport,
and should be applauded for their efforts.

I went on the tour with my mother. It was her first time
on the tour as well, and it was an extra special
experience for her because she is an alumnus of Our
Lady of Providence and remembered an East Row that
was completely different than the East Row of today. 

The East Row of the late 1960’s and early 1970’s was
one filled with homes in complete disrepair. She was
amazed to see the complete transformation of this
neighborhood.

It was such an overall wonderful experience that it is
something my mother and I plan to add to our annual
Christmas experience. It was also a day that made me
so proud to be a resident of Newport. I was proud of
the variety of beautiful architecture found in our great
city, and I was also proud of the wonderful neighbors
who invited us in out of the cold, blustery winter day,
to share the warmth, beauty, and festive spirit of their
homes. �
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Adrianne Underhill
Licensed Massage Therapist
513.503.5668   www.massagetoyou.net

Benefits of massage conveniently 
in your home or office . Gift certificates

10% 10% 
discount discount 
to East Row to East Row 
Neighbors Neighbors 
until 12/31until 12/31

10% 
discount 
to East Row 
Neighbors 
until 12/31

Tis’ The Season for a
Resolution
by Mary J. Soller

I’ve been an East Row resident for almost three years,
and I absolutely love the neighborhood. I’ve been
running for almost ten years, and couldn’t be happier to
step right out my door and enjoy Newport, the river, the
bridges, downtown Cincinnati, Mt. Adams, Eden Park (I
could go on and on) and to top it off, do it all by foot.  

In 2006, my dad expressed the desire to participate in
the Flying Pig Half Marathon in May of 2007.  And to
add one little tidbit of information – he would be
celebrating his 80th birthday in February of that year.  

Once the word got out, 13 “younger” folks were
inspired, and I began a walk/run group here in
Newport.  “See Dick Run” is the name of our group –
we’re named after my dad “Dick” who has motivated
so many people.  

Where: Mammoth Café has been our meeting place.
Not only is this a warm place to meet, but great food,
drinks, and music are available after our walk/runs.  

Our group was formed on the premise that there is no
pressure to participate in an event, there is no
fundraising, and we only ask that you have the desire
and willingness to do something for YOU!  

When: We meet as a group (walkers, walk/runners,
runners) every Saturday at 8:30 a.m.  I have a 17-week
training schedule for those motivated to complete the
Half Marathon in May.  

Almost all of the original 13 walk/runners were first
timers, and had never trained before, or had the desire
to do an event like this previously.  With enthusiasm,
I’m happy to say all made the commitment and all
completed the Marathon in 2007!  Yes, even my dad
and I came running through the finish line together, a
moment I’ll always remember. Did I mention he now
wants to complete a full marathon?  Many of the
originals are committing again this year.  You can do
the same, or you can join us any time to walk or run.  

Our first training as a group for the Flying Pig Marathon
starts the second weekend of January 2008. An

informational meeting will be held on January 5

at 9:00 a.m. at Mammoth Café. Tis the season for
YOUR resolution, and now the hardest part is just
showing up!

For more information, go to the web site seedickrun.net

or e-mail me at seedickrun@insightbb.com. �

Message From the Chair
by Joyce Chastang

I hope everyone had a blessed and merry holiday season.
Now it’s time to get back to the reality of work.  We
accomplished a lot in 2007, and 2008 promises to be even
better. We have plenty of hard work to do and that takes
the dedication of many. If you have not been involved in
your neighborhood, maybe now is the time to jump in. We
live in a vibrant, energetic urban neighborhood that is
only as good as the residents within. Come on out and
prove yourself – take the challenge and get involved. I
did, and I haven’t regretted it for a moment.

Our Christmas party was another huge success – the
music was outstanding, the Fourth Street Elementary
School choral group was superb, the companionship was
awesome, and the food and spirits weren’t bad either!

Special thanks to the Victorian Home Tour volunteers
and homeowners – the tour was another splendiferous
endeavor to showcase our charming community. 

See you at our next meeting – January 8 at 7 p.m. at St.
Mark’s. �

East Row Garden Club Notes
by Bruce Murray

The December meeting of the East Row Garden Club was
hosted by Roger and Donna Weddle at the Wiedemann
Mansion “on the hill” at 1102 Park Street in Newport.

Once we were able to tear ourselves away from the
spectacular view, we enjoyed a tour of the public
spaces in the building, great food, and a garden-related
gift exchange. All enjoyed the festivities and we look
forward to more celebrations at this beautiful facility. 

At our January 15, 2008 meeting, the 2008 officers will
be in place: Mary Beth Crocker, President, Michelle
Breen, Vice President, Monica Gardner, Treasurer, and
Rene McPhedran, Secretary. Join us for our meetings
in 2008. We meet every third Tuesday of the month at
Levee Perk, corner of Sixth and Overton Streets.
Social hour starts at 6:30 and meetings start at 7pm.  �
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Holiday Christmas Tour a
Tremendous Success!
by Mary Beth Crocker

For some visitors to the 14th annual Victorian Christmas
Tour on Dec. 1 and 2, one day’s visit wasn’t enough.
After enjoying themselves so much on Saturday, they
returned on Sunday, sloshing around in the rain to re-
tour the homes.

They weren’t alone. Even though the organizers were
nervous about the downpours on Sunday, the
disagreeable weather didn’t deter visitors from touring
the seven homes in the East Row Historic District
along with the Carnegie Event Center.

The tour was a great success – on both days. Including
presales, 942 tickets were sold during the event.
Figuring in the comp tickets, total attendance was
1,080. That may be the second-highest figure for a
Christmas Tour – the highest was in 2001 with just over
2,000 visitors, thanks to the spring-like temperatures. 

Lots of gratitude must go to the homeowners,
committee members and volunteers (including the
Newport Ambassadors), along with two local shop
owners – Bev Holiday of Kentucky Haus and Nancy
and Roger Stephens of The Galleries Together – for
early ticket sales – and to David Hosea of the Carnegie
Event Center.

The homeowners: Rich and Lisa Boehne, Matthew
and Jennifer Daniels, Nancy Grace, Curtis Heuser,
Nina Key, Elizabeth Shely and Rennae Ward and Joe
Brimacomb. 

The committee: Pat Budd, chairperson and ticket
sales; Nancy Stephens and Nancy Hollingsworth, home
selection; Dorothy Cain, volunteers and sponsorships;
Carole Weitner, graphic design; Nancy Hollingsworth,
house histories; Bruce Murray, transportation and
signage; Bev Holliday, liaison with the business
community, and Mary Beth Crocker, publicity. 

A portion of the proceeds will go to the Henry Hosea
House, the non-profit soup kitchen in Newport. �

East Row Neighbor 
Publishes Poetry 
by Bruce Murray

Barbara Bonney has been writing and publishing
poetry and other works since she was fifteen, but her
first comprehensive book of poetry was published in
November. Liberry is book of poems about her
experiences in libraries during her career as a
librarian, both in Newport and other places, and
documents some of the people she has seen in
libraries, including some stereotypes. Some are
humorous, and some, to this writer, can be a little
disturbing.

While Barb has published before – she has written two
series of children’s books, numerous articles, and her
poems have appeared in six or seven small
publications and in online ‘zines – Liberry is her first
book of poetry. It’s a “chapbook”, a small book
published to bring the works of little known authors to
the general public. 

The book came about in an interesting way. Barb was
attending the Antioch Writers Workshop, and met
another poet. Barb was venting about people at the
library, and the poet recommended she write about
what she knew best, sort of a Spoon River Anthology

for the library. After a year of writing and polishing,
the book was ready for publication.

Barbara plans to publish more chapbooks and conduct
local readings of her poems. She has readings
scheduled in the Cincinnati and Dayton public
libraries and is planning a book signing at Kentucky
Haus.

But don’t look for the book at our local Barnes &
Noble. Barb plans to market the book primarily to
libraries, and thus far it is available only directly
from Barb, and the publisher, at their web site,
puddinghouse.com. It’s a book worth reading. �
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708 Monmouth St, Newport, KY
859-491-3500 • Brian or Kim

JerZees@fuse.net

Hours: 11 am to 2 am Mon-Sat
11 am to 12 am Sunday

Happy hour every day 3 to 6 pm
Half price appetizers
Miniburgers 6 for $5.00

Catch the NFL playoff games and the
Super Bowl on ten TVs… Buckets of
domestic beer 5 for $11.00 and 
Miniburgers 6 for $5.00

WiFi HotSpot • Patio Beer Garden
Live Acoustic Music Every Friday Night

F-A Construction & Remodeling Co.
ROBERT J. CHASTANG 

We Do Electrical Work

Phone: (859) 261.1900
Fax: (859) 261.3010
Cell: (859) 393.3406

HAPPY HOUR MONDAY THROUGH FRIDAY 4PM TO 6 PM
HALF PRICE APPETIZERS, DRINK DISCOUNTS

POMPILIO’S…”WHERE EAST ROW NEIGHBORS MEET”
6TH & WASHINGTON AVENUE - 859 581-3065

Meet Your Four-legged,
Furry Neighbors

This past month has been a frenetic one – with holiday
parties, events, and celebrations to attend.  Now that
January is upon us, many of our furry friends feel the
need to partake of a little R&R to get their energy
levels back up to snuff.  So we’ll be back next month
with a profile of one of your East Row four-legged,
furry neighbors.  Until then, take a cue from Otto and
Lila, two Fourth Street residents who share their home
with the editor of the Voice:  rest, relax, love your
neighbor, and always have a good, comfy chair ready
when you come home.  �

P A T R O N I Z E  O U R  A D V E R T I S E R S
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Mark Marron
Mortgage Consultant

222 East 6th St., Newport, KY 41071
Office: (859) 431-4110

Fax: (859) 431-4117
Cell: (513) 266-1603
marksean@fuse.net

OH MB#3797                                       KY#13038

Lowest Rates � Fast Service

Refinance � Payoff Bills � Purchases

TTogetherogetherTTogetherogetherTTogetherogether
A gathering of

artists and artisans

The Galleries 

701 Park Ave., 859/581-9100

The interactive exhibit by dynamic artist, Jason Buroker,
  will be extended through January. The Gallery will be 
      open during the week by appointment (859/581-9100) 
          and  Saturday 11 to 6, Sunday 12 to 4.
             We return to regular hours in February beginning 
                with the Newport Gallery Hop on February 
                   1st from 6 to 9.  Refreshments.

January’s 
Scheduleof Events
at the Library
NEWPORT BRANCH
901 E. SIXTH ST., 859.572.5035

All events take place at the Newport branch
of the Campbell County Public Library

Newport Book Club

Tuesday, January 8 - 7 p.m.

Join us for a discussion about The Janissary Tree by
Jason Goodwin. Newcomers welcome, snacks provided.
No need to register.

ArtReach Presents: The Rosa Parks Story

Tuesday, January 15 - 4 p.m. 

When Rosa Parks refused to give up her seat to a white
man more than 50 years ago, little did she know that
this simple act would significantly change the course
of our nation. ArtReach Children’s Theatre troupe
presents the story in honor of Dr. Martin Luther King,
Jr.  Ages 8 and older.  Please register 859.572.5035.

Anime & Manga Club 

Wednesday, January 16 - 3:30 p.m.

We’ll watch Karin, the anime that inspired Chibi
Vampire, and have a snack.  Come for an afternoon of
anime and food!  Ages 11 and older.  No need to
register.  

Popcorn & a Movie

Tuesday, January 22 - 4 p.m. 

Munch on popcorn while watching a fun movie!  Ages
6-11.  Please register 859.572.5035.

Make Kentucky Pulled Cream Candy! 

Tuesday, January 22 - 7 p.m.

Learn the recipe, hands-on and step-by-step, including
how to use a candy thermometer.  Each participant
will have some candy to take home.  $5 materials fee
(cash only). Please register - space is limited.  Adults.
859.572.5035.

Dr. Seuss on the Loose

Tuesday, January 29 - 4 p.m. 

Join us for some funny fun with Dr. Seuss!  Ages 6-11.
Please register 859.572.5035.

Jewelry Making

Wednesday, January 30 - 3:30 p.m. 

Come make your own jewelry using wire, string and
beads.  Ages 11 and older.  No need to register.   �

ArtReach Presents: 

The Rosa Parks Story
at the Library

Tuesday, January 15 - 4 p.m. 

ArtReach Children’s Theatre 
troupe presents the story in 
honor of Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. 

ERHF Meeting Schedule
Tuesday, January 8

Tuesday, February 5

Tuesday, March 4

7 p.m. at St. Marks Church


