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Buecker Iron Works Closing 
Marks End of Era
by John Morrow

Ernst Bücher arrived in Newport from Germany in the 19th century, part of a
wave of European immigrants that washed over American shores until the 1920s.
His training as a machinist was the finest in the world, as Germany was the leader
at that time in the design and manufacture of heavy and precision equipment. In
1858, he opened an iron foundry in Newport, Buecker Iron Works.  This business
passed through the family and finally to Lin Veltin and David Buecker, his great,
great grandchildren, who closed the business this year.

Iron working is a harsh and unforgiving craft, dangerous and backbreaking. Lin
and David’s father, Robert Buecker, died in 2000, a victim of mesothelioma, lung
cancer resulting from asbestos exposure. 

Overwhelmed by the collapse of the housing market, David and Lin decided it
was time to move on to other
pursuits. “We believe we have
enjoyed a reputation for
quality and integrity, and for
this reason we did not want to
sell the business to someone
outside our family,” Lin said.

In its 150 years, Buecker Iron
Works has supplied many of
the lavish gates, fences, and
decorative elements that
adorn homes and businesses
throughout the city. Many of
the designs can be seen in
catalogs still retained by the
family. 

“We want to thank the East
Row neighborhood for its support over the years,” Lin Buecker said. “We will be
open Fridays from 11 to 4 during the month of April, and we have many
decorative items that we will be clearing from our inventory.”  !
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Bike Newport Using May
Cycling Events to Build
Bike Friendly Momentum
by Nick Miller

Bicycling Newport – a coalition of merchants, residents,
city officials, and the Northern Kentucky Health
Department – has several cycling events on tap for this
May to help build momentum for a series of initiatives
designed to promote the community as bicycle friendly.

“Increasing cycling awareness and safety is expected to
help the city, its residents, merchants, and visitors take
advantage of the growing interest in bicycling for
recreation, exercise, alternative transportation, and its
value as an attraction for tourism”, said Jason Reser of
Reser Bicycle Outfitters in Newport and a member of the
Bicycling Newport committee.

“This effort is complementary to others in Northern
Kentucky and Greater Cincinnati to increase the number
of safe street routes and connected trails for cycling and
other pedestrian uses,” Reser continues. “This includes
an initiative by SouthBank Partners, along with
Covington, Bellevue, and Newport, to build a
cycling/walking path along the riverfront. It would
connect the three cities and all the riverfront attractions
and residential developments coming in.” 

According to U.S. Census data, Newport already ranks in
the top four percent of Kentucky cities for the percentage
of residents who commute by bicycle. Reser said
Newport’s centralized proximity to downtown Cincinnati
and other business districts and attractions likely
accounts as part of the reason. In addition, the city of
Newport has bicycle friendly amenities at the Newport
City Building for city employees wishing to commute by
bike to work, according to Bob Yoder, East Row resident
and the city’s Main Street coordinator. Amenities include
lockers, showers, bicycle racks, and pool cars that
employees can use for city business during the day.

The city is also installing bicycle racks at ten locations
throughout the downtown business district, and is
working on a proposal for a bicycle depot for cyclists
who want to work or play in Newport, or park their bikes
and use mass transit to neighboring cities, including
Cincinnati.

Coming up this spring, and coinciding with May’s
National Bicycling Month, Bicycling Newport and the city
are hosting several events for current cyclists and for
those interested in getting started:  

*May 2, 2008: Newport Gallery Ride
Ride your bike from gallery to gallery through Newport

708 Monmouth St, Newport, KY
859-491-3500 • Brian or Kim

JerZees@fuse.net

Happy hour 3-8 Sun-Thurs, 
1/2 price appetizers, 
bucket of Domestic
longnecks 5/$10.  

Fri and Sat 3-7pm.  
1/2 price appetizers.  
Live acoustic music on 
Fridays 9-1a.m.

Large outdoor patio. WIFI spot.

and Covington with our art lovers. For more information
contact Bob Yoder at 859.572.5035.

*May 3, 2008: Bike Tour of Historic Newport
Explore Newport’s Historic Architecture and Colorful
History from your bike.  Meet in Newport City Building
Parking Lot, 998 Monmouth Street.  For more information
contact Robert Yoder at 859.292.3651

*May 10, 2008: Newport Bicycle Rodeo
The Newport Police Department will be on hand to teach
kids basic bicycle safety skills. Reser Bicycle Outfitters
will perform basic safety checks. Meet in parking lot at
the Newport branch of the Campbell County Library.
Free event and open to everyone. For more information
contact Barbara Bonney at 859.572.5035.

*May 10, 2008: Bike Maintenance Clinic 
Learn to perform basic safety checks, change a tire, clean
and lube your bicycle, and use basic tools. There is a $10
fee for the class, all ages ok. To reserve a space:
859.261.6187.

* May 16, 2008: Breakfast on the Bridge (to
support Bike to Work Day)
We will celebrate our bicycle commuters by offering
breakfast on the Purple People Bridge from 6-9 a.m.
Breakfast is donated by local businesses. Volunteers will
be on hand to pump your tires and provide information
and suggestions to get you to work on your bike!

*May 17, 2008: Market Day Shop and Ride
This ride will show you how you can accomplish some of
your regular errands by bike. Meet at Reser Bicycle
Outfitters at 9 a.m.  Brief discussion about riding with
traffic in the city. Ride from Newport to Findlay Market in
Cincinnati, shop, then return to Reser Bike. Bring helmet,
prepare to carry goods on your
bike. Contact 859.261.6187 for
more information. !
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F-A Construction & Remodeling Co.
ROBERT J. CHASTANG 

We Do Electrical Work

Phone: (859) 261.1900
Fax: (859) 261.3010
Cell: (859) 393.3406

859-581-6244
Email: Print@BeaconPrinting.com
BeaconPrinting.com

YEARS

1199
7711    ••    22000088  

3377

Michael P. Bach, P.S.C.
Certified Public Accountant

Accounting
Tax Return Preparation
Payroll
Consulting
Software Training 

~ Mac & PC

802 Washington Ave.
Newport, KY 41071

Phone (859) 261-0002 
Fax (859) 261-4746
E-mail: mbcpa@fuse.net

Providing quality service to
both individuals & business.

Professional integrity
is our standard.

Message From the Chair
by Joyce Chastang

As this is my final ‘message’, I want to thank all of you
in this wonderful neighborhood for your trust and
love. You have enabled me to serve for the past two
years as chairperson of ERHD.  I have worked to the
best of my ability to serve you as well as I could. I want
to thank every single member of the board for the
courage and love you have shown in the path we have
traveled together. I want to thank all those who have
generously given their time and energy to continuing
the mission of this great neighborhood organization.  I
am confident that my successor will continue some of
the initiatives I have started, working for the benefit of
the greater Newport. We have such a valuable
resource at our fingertips.  When we work together we
can achieve exceptional goals – the T-shirt sale was a
great example of this – as our phenomenal success
was due to the participation of various other Newport
neighborhoods.

As spring unfolds and we watch the seeds we planted
thrive, let us continue to grow and flourish in this
awesome neighborhood in which we live.   !

NO PARKING
Don’t forget!!  Street cleaning started up again in March,
so make sure you check the “No Parking” signs on your
block and remember to move your car on the day when
your streets are to be cleaned.  Newport’s finest will issue
you a ticket if you are parked there at that time.  Don’t
risk a ticket – just move it!! !

In Our Own Backyard…
Did you know – we’ve got a great yoga studio (and
much more!) in our own backyard?  The Kula Center for
the Movement Arts is located at 110 East 8th Street.
They’re a studio dedicated to providing excellent
instruction in various movement arts, including Yoga,
Nia, and belly dancing.   Starting Wednesday, April 2, the
studio is also hosting strength and cardio training classes
by the instructors of The Fusion Studio.  The Kula Center
operates as a cooperative of teachers committed to
sharing their commitment for movement arts.  Each of
these disciplines explores their understanding of the
connections between the body, mind, and spirit. They
invite you to explore your range of motion!

www.kulacenterky.com !
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HAPPY HOUR MONDAY THROUGH FRIDAY 4PM TO 6 PM
HALF PRICE APPETIZERS, DRINK DISCOUNTS

POMPILIO’S…”WHERE EAST ROW NEIGHBORS MEET”
6TH & WASHINGTON AVENUE - 859 581-3065

John Hayden
Attorney at Law

505 York Street
Newport, KY 41071
859-491-1000

• Family Law
• Criminal Defense
• Tax Preparation
• Estate Planning

Newport Recycling 
Gets Easier!
by Bruce Murray

At March’s East Row Historic District meeting, Brian
Steffen stated there would be changes at the town
garage for the recycling station, and those changes
have happened. The new arrangement makes recycling
easier for those who don’t subscribe to the Rumpke
recycling service. 

The recycling dumpsters have been moved outside the
fence at the city garage on Wildcat Drive, and stones have
been placed on the ground near them so recyclers can
approach the dumpsters without getting muddy feet. This
also allows 24 hour recycling. The picture at right shows
the new arrangement. 

During the meeting, a question came up about what can
and shouldn’t be recycled. A visit to the Rumpke
recycling web site can answer these questions. 

What can be recycled?
Paper, all kinds and all colors - cardboard.
Glass from food containers - they should be clean
Plastic bottles # 1 used for soda, water, shampoo, etc.
Plastic bottles #2 used for milk, water and detergents.
Bottles should be rinsed with water before recycling.
Aluminum cans for beverages and food.
Steel cans for food, soups, and aerosol cans.

What should not be dropped in recycling containers?
Dirty food containers. Paper towels, and books. The glue
in books prevents recycling. Window glass, drinking
glasses and light bulbs. Bottles for oil, toys, film containers,
and plastic plates, cups, and utensils are not acceptable.
Scrap metal, coat hangers, pots and pans, and paint cans.

There are also other paper recycling options in Newport.
Both the Newport branch of the Campbell County library
and the 4th Street School have paper recycling
containers. The company supplying the containers pays
the facilities by the pound for recycled paper. 

Recycle! You’ll help the environment!

The new recycling arrangement. The containers are more accessible,
cleaner, and are available 24 hours/day. However, do not drop
recyclables in front of the containers as someone has done here.

Harmeyer Accepting Latex
Paint for Recycling 
If you have unwanted paint in good condition, drop it
off at Harmeyer Paint, 627 Monmouth Street, to be
restored and reused.  

Why Should You Recycle Paint?
Latex paint can be highly toxic to the environment and
can adverse effects on your health if not used or
disposed of properly. If poured down a storm drain, it
can contaminate the food chain and harm fish and
wildlife. If dumped on the ground, it can pollute
ground-water. If dried out and left for garbage pickup,
the metal cans will take up unnecessary space in a
landfill.  !

Interior, Kitchen & Bath
Remodeling, Carpentry,

Frame, Hang & Finish
Drywall, Ceilings, Refinish &

Install Hardwood &
Laminate Flooring & Other

 Home Improvement Needs.

Fully Insured.
Free Estimates.

References Available.

Over 10 Years Experience.

MIKE YOCKEY
Owner

Cell: 859-743-6165
Phone: 859-635-4733

yockeyremodeling@fuse.net
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East Row Garden Club
Upcoming Meetings
April 15: A horticulture expert from Spring Grove
Cemetery and Arboretum.

May 20: Mike McCleese, owner of A Guy and His Dog
Landscaping, will speak on hardscapes for the small garden.

New members are always welcome at the East Row
Garden Club, which meets every third Tuesday of the
month at Levee Perk, Sixth and Overton streets, unless
otherwise announced. A social time (that includes dinner)
begins at 6:30 p.m. followed at 7 p.m. with a speaker and
business meeting. Annual membership is $30 per
household. For more information, contact Mary Beth
Crocker, president, at marybethcrocker@fuse.net. !

New Leadership at
Southbank Partners
by Amanda Trice

Southbank Partners, Inc., located across from the Peace
Bell on Monmouth Street, recently had a change in
leadership. For many years, Wally Pagan held South-
bank’s top position, but recently, Bill Scheyer, former city
administrator for the City of Erlanger, took on the lead
role at Southbank.

For those of you unfamiliar with Southbank, the
organization’s purpose is to help Northern Kentucky’s
river cities, including Newport, Bellevue, Covington,
Dayton, Ludlow, and Ft. Thomas reach their fullest
potential, and to assist them as needed. The organization
focuses on helping the cities create their visions and then
to achieve them collectively through sharing resources,
talent, and good ideas. Southbank encourages
partnership and teamwork among the cities, and Scheyer
stated that the organization “serves as a convener and
facilitator” among the organizations.  

Southbank’s top priorities for 2008, according to Scheyer,
include “moving the Riverfront Commons and Licking
River Greenway projects forward.” The Riverfront
Commons project is a trail along the Ohio River that
would connect all of the residential and commercial
developments along the river. The Licking River
Greenway project would create green space along the
Licking River shoreline. 

Scheyer said an additional goal is “to initiate an
integrated planning process for riverfront and urban core
development from Dayton to Ludlow.”  This would allow
the cities to come together with their long-range plans
and coordinate their efforts to enhance the entire region. 

When asked about his new position at Southbank,
Scheyer answered, “My goal is to raise the levels of
partnership, coordination, and accomplishment of our
river cities to increasingly higher levels throughout the
years.” With the projects that are in the works at this
important organization, this seems an attainable goal for
the river city region in Northern Kentucky.  !

Signature HardwareSignature Hardware
10% off any order

code : SH10
www.signaturehardware.com/v

toll free:  866-475-9715
Exp. in 30 days.

Not valid with any other offer.

kitchen & bath kitchen & bath ! hardware  hardware ! lighting  lighting ! home & garden home & garden

$ 1 0 . 0 0  O F F  A N Y  S E R V I C E  
O V E R  $ 5 0 . 0 0  W I T H  T H I S  A D
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April’s 
Scheduleof Events
at the Library
NEWPORT BRANCH
901 E. SIXTH ST., 859.572.5035

All events take place at the Newport branch
of the Campbell County Public Library

Newport Book Club
7 p.m. Tuesday, April 1
Join us for a discussion about The Brief Wondrous Life of
Oscar Wao by Junot Diaz.  Newcomers welcome.  Snacks
provided.  No need to register.  

Popcorn and a Movie: Nancy Drew
4 p.m. Tuesday, April 8
Munch on popcorn while watching the new Nancy Drew
movie about a girl detective.  95 minutes - rated PG - for
ages 5-11.  Please register.  859.572.5035.

Color Me Mine: Paint Your Own Ceramics
2 p.m. Sunday, April 13
Paint your choice of a square mug, bud vase, square plate
or trivet from Color Me Mine Ceramic Studio of
Crestview Hills. Your one-of-a-kind item will be fired by
the studio and returned to the library for pick up.  $6
materials fee. Specify the item you would like to paint
when registering. Participation limited and registration is
required. Ages 12 and older.  859.572.5035.

Wii Bowling for Seniors
10 a.m. Monday, April 14
Learn about this crazy Video Game Bowling that
everyone is raving about!  You’ve read about it - the
grandkids are doing it. Get more low-impact movement
into your life and regain a hobby you’ve been missing.
Snacks provided.  Please register - 859.572.5035.

Women’s Self Defense
7 p.m. Tuesday, April 15 
Learn self-defense basics from Tom Turner, owner of
Kenton county ATA Martial Arts.  This hands-on class will
work on techniques and principles of defense.  Please
register – 859.572.5035.

Kids and Teens Choice - 
ArtReach Presents: A Thousand Cranes
4 p.m. Tuesday, April 15
See a theatrical performance about the true story of
Sadako, a young victim of the Hiroshima atomic
bombing.  She was two years old when the bomb fell and
at 12 was diagnosed with leukemia, or “radiation
sickness.”  She desperately choose to believe the old
story that if a person folds a thousand paper origami
cranes, his or her wish will come true.  Can she make
herself well again?  Especially for ages 9-13.  Please
register - 859-572-5035.

Autism: What does it mean for you and your child?
7 p.m. Wednesday, April 16
Mark Brazington of Children’s Hospital discusses the
autism spectrum and how very different characteristics
can be.  Learn about autism’s sensory, communication,
social and sleep issues, as well as possible causes and
where to go for help. Please register - 859-572-5035.
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