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Victorian Christmas Tour Evokes
Enthusiasm, Benefits Agency
by Mary Beth Crocker

Our neighborhood will smile with holiday spirit this Saturday and Sunday
(December 6-7) when the East Row Historic Foundation presents six historic homes
and a renovated mansion on its 15th Annual Victorian Christmas Tour. The tour runs
from noon to 6 p.m. each day. 

The Gen. James Taylor Mansion, which is home to the law firm of Gerner & Kearns
Co., features massive mahogany doors and silver-plated hardware from the
Cincinnati-based Eagle Ironworks, elegant double parlors with original Rococo
plasterwork, a spectacular mahogany and cherry semicircular staircase and painted
glass windows. 

Of the six homes, three are opening to the public for the first time while two have
undergone interior renovations, one under a new owner. Besides the magnificent
interiors, you’ll see an exquisite collection of reproduction samplers by an
accomplished needlework artist, a collection of Father Christmas figures, vintage

wedding gowns, family antiques and of course,
creative, elegant and sometimes amusing
holiday decorations sure to inspire ideas. 

In addition, St. Mark’s Lutheran Church and St.
John’s United Church of Christ will offer daily
entertainment, refreshments and tours.

Tickets, which are $15 per person, will be sold at
the Taylor Mansion, 335 E. Third St., during tour
hours. Children under the age of 12, when

accompanied by an adult, will be admitted free. Advanced tickets may also be
purchased online at www.eastrow.org or at Newport businesses, Kentucky Haus,
411 E. 10th St., The Galleries Together, 701 Park Ave. and Steamboat Bagels, 336
Monmouth St.

A portion of the proceeds will go to the Brighton Center,
which provides 41 programs for individuals and families
throughout Northern Kentucky. 

Much more information is online at www.eastrow.org. !
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F-A Construction & Remodeling Co.
ROBERT J. CHASTANG 

We Do Electrical Work

Phone: (859) 261.1900
Fax: (859) 261.3010
Cell: (859) 393.3406

Message from the Chair
by K. John Morrow, Jr.

The December meeting of the East Row Neighborhood
will be our annual Christmas Party, and will be held at
the Sanctuary at Sixth and Monroe Streets. The
celebration will commence at 7 p.m. on Tuesday,
December 2.  We are requesting that guests attending the
holiday festivities bring a dish; since this is a standup
party, finger food is certainly appropriate. Libations of
the alcoholic and non-alcoholic kind will be provided.

We are anticipating a joyous celebration on the heels of a
marvelous election outcome. Despite a grim economic
outlook on a national and local level, we anticipate that
2009 will provide more positive news. !

Just a Reminder…
As we live in a historic district, it is important to consult
with Newport’s Historic Preservation officer Emily
Jarzen, prior to making any changes to the exterior of
your home.  This ensures the work conforms to the
guidelines for the Historic District.  It is also necessary to
display a permit that shows the work has been approved.

Emily can be reached at 859.292.3637 or at
ejarzen@newportky.gov. !

625 Monmouth St. (also accessible from Dayton St.)

Beautiful Fraser Fir Trees (6-7 ft.)

Only $49.95

Peluso's Christmas TreesPeluso's Christmas TreesPeluso's Christmas TreesPeluso's Christmas TreesPeluso's Christmas Trees

Hundreds of Trees on Display - 3 to 12 ft. Tall
Open 10 am - 8 pm    Nov. 22 thru Dec. 25

www.4christmastrees.biz

Newport’s Best Kept Secret! UNDER NEW
MANAGEMENT

Happy Anniversary
by Peter Lloyd

Dogs are wolves converted to the service of humankind.
All breeds provide what you might call the Cliff Notes of
Life. If we watch closely, we can see our futures
foreshadowed in the lives of our dogs.

Take, for example,
the pageant of love:
passion, courtship,
breaking up, making
up, marriage, family,
the seven-year itch,
divorce, starting all
over, and if we’re
lucky, settling into a
comfortable mutual
tolerance. Dog cou-
ples do it all—just a
heck of a lot faster. 

I’m not too good at
math, so check my
numbers, but if every
dog year is like
seven human years,
then you’d expect a
couple of months of
puppy love to teach
us an awful lot about
human affairs.

Monk and Hilde have done just that. Hilde lives with Bob
on Nelson Place. She’s a three-year-old Doberman
Pinscher, and she’s terribly possessive of her rubber tire
or whichever toy she brings to the park at the foot of
Linden.

A couple of years ago, when Monk and Hilde were
introduced, they were all over each other. At every
encounter, they’d charge, tumble, roll in the grass, and
run their hearts out. Each rendezvous would leave them
panting and ready for a nap.

Bob would grumble after every Monk-and-Hilde romp,
because he’d have to give her a bath. Frisky young Monk
always left Hilde’s black coat covered with his thick
saliva. 

Then, little by little, the two lovers grew not so hot to
trot. They’d still run and rumble, but with fewer tumbles
and a lot less salivation.

Now, about 15 or so human years later, they’re just like
an old married couple. Sure, they still sniff one another
when they meet, but then they each lope off in their own
directions. Hilde to her tire, Monk to any dog that
happens into the park. 

Every once in a while, though, they might get a little
frisky. For old time’s sake. !

Monk and Peter

859-581-6244
Email: Print@BeaconPrinting.com
BeaconPrinting.com
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East Row 
Garden Club News
by Mary Beth Crocker

By planting a green roof — or vegetative, eco or living
roofs as they’re also called — you can reduce energy
consumption and sewer system loads, improve air
quality, provide insulation from extreme temperatures,
reduce neighborhood noise, entice birds and butterflies,
and contribute to a better quality of life. Green roofs
were the topic for Virginia Russell, an associate
professor with the University of Cincinnati School of
Architecture and Interior Design and a licensed trainer
for Green Roofs for Healthy Cities www.greenroofs.org,
who entertained at least 35
members of the East Row
Garden Club in November. 

Highlighting the presenta-
tion were East Row residents
Jeff Salisbury and his wife,
Christine Plepys, who
showed digital photographs
and talked about their beautiful green roof on top of their
garage. (If you’re looking for good books on the topic,
consider Green Roofs: Ecological Design and
Construction by Earth Pledge Foundation or Green Roof
Plants: A Resource and Planting Guide by Edmund C.
and Lucie L. Snodgrass.)

In January, new officers — Michelle Breen, president,
and Elizabeth Shely, vice president, will lead the garden
club. Rene McPhedran, who serves as secretary, and
Monica Gardner, treasurer, graciously agreed to serve
another year.

The club meets every third Tuesday of the month at The
Sanctuary, Sixth and Monroe streets, unless otherwise
announced. The meeting begins at 6:30 p.m. with a social
time followed at 7 p.m. with a speaker and business
meeting. New members from throughout Newport are
welcome. Annual membership is $30 per household. For
more information, contact Mary Beth Crocker, president,
at marybethcrocker@fuse.net.  !

Kudos to Some 
East Row Residents
On November 6, two East Row residents were honored
at the 2008 YMCA Character Awards, held at the
Millennium Hotel in downtown Cincinnati.

Heather Couch, a Fourth Street resident, was one of 40
teen honorees from across the tri-state who received a 2008
Character Award. Award winners
demonstrate the four core values of
caring, honesty, respect, and
responsibility. Here is Heather’s
Award information from the YMCA:

Heather Couch, 17 – 
Aldersgate Christian Academy
Last winter, Heather stood in
Cincinnati City Hall council
chambers and addressed a room filled with her peers.
With conviction and self-assurance, she shared her
vision for the city. She spoke of influencing change and
taking responsibility, of working together and
accomplishing goals. It was a speech of a lifetime, and
when it was all over, those students elected her to Youth
City Mayor. It was all part of the YMCA’s Youth In City
Government Program; and since that date, Heather has
spearheaded a youth council that has worked on issues,
organized events, attended a national conference, and
inspired others to have a voice. Having a leadership
role is nothing new to Heather, who was vice president
of her sophomore class. In her roles, she said, she’s come
to realize how important it is for people of different
beliefs and backgrounds to work together toward a
common purpose. She’s also come to realize how much
she enjoys getting involved, and that doesn’t always
have to be in a leadership role. She also visits a nursing
home, helps at school as a teacher’s aide, ushers at the
Aronoff Center, and volunteers for local events. That is,
when she’s not playing the piano - the third most
important thing in her life next to God and her family.
Heather wants to be known as a Christian leader who
evokes power to create a positive change in the lives of
people.

Also honored was Rich Boehne,
another Fourth Street resident, who
received a Community Leader
Character Award. Here is Rich’s
Award information:

Rich Boehne – Strong Kids
Rich is president and chief executive
officer of the E.W. Scripps Company.

He began his career as a reporter, first with The
Cincinnati Enquirer and then with a chain of
community newspapers. He joined the corporate staff
of Scripps in 1988 and soon was promoted to director

(continued, see YMCA Awards, page 5)
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Happy Holidays From My
House to Yours
As we enter December, I want to take this opportunity to
wish each of you a wonderful and happy holiday season.

Whether it’s Christmas, Hanukkah, Kwanzaa, or any other
holiday, may your celebration be peaceful and full of joy,
and may it be filled with friends, family, or the ones
dearest to you. 

Have a safe and wonderful holiday.

Jenny Hudson 
Voice Editor

YMCA Awards (from page 3)

of the company’s communication efforts including
overseeing the Scripps National Spelling Bee. Rich has
continued to demonstrate dedication to the community
through each of his promotions. He currently serves on
the boards of Cincinnati’s FreeStore/FoodBank and the
Cincinnati USA Regional Chamber of Commerce. Rich
has also been a longtime volunteer and supporter of
YMCA youth development programs. His commitment
to character values and the YMCA’s impact is
immeasurable. As a result, his two sons are both
pursuing their own passion for social change through
volunteerism.

Congratulations to both Heather and Rich for their commit-
ment and for all they do for our local community.  !

Josephine gets an early Christmas gift of something full of
catnip and fun to kick!

Save - and Generate
Electricity
by Bruce Murray

There are a few people in the neighborhood who are
interested in solar energy, and we met to talk about it last
month. We’re considering the addition of solar panels - or
other devices - to help reduce our energy usage and cost.
So we’re looking at possible solar methods that won’t
have a huge effect on the looks of historic houses, and
we’re also looking at some ways to conserve energy. 

I recently found the following energy saving tips for
people who love new tech stuff:

Tips to save energy on your tech devices:

• Measure your output: Electricity usage meters, such as
P3 International’s Kill A Watt (about $18 online), can
tell you how much energy devices consume in use, on
standby, or simply plugged in.

• Dim your TV: New LCD computer monitors and flat-
screen TVs are frequently set to maximum brightness.
Turning down the brightness can save energy. 

• Turn ‘em off: Leaving gadgets such as computers or
routers on all the time can save time waiting for them
to start up. But it also sucks energy -- and burns money.

• Unplug: Tech devices frequently use a lot of energy
even when they are nominally turned off. So can power
adapters, even when they’re not connected to devices
such as phones and laptops.

• Use power strips: It can be a pain to go around
unplugging everything. Using a power strip can enable
you to shut off multiple devices with just the flick of a
switch.

• Buy a smart strip: New power strips automatically
turn off power to devices when they sense that the
devices aren’t in active use.

• Shop smart: When searching for new products, look
for ones with the government’s “Energy Star” label,
denoting energy efficiency.  New LCD and Plasma TV’s
can use a lot of energy.

Do you have your own tips for saving and conserving?
Let me know at brucemky@yahoo.com.  !
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December’s 
Scheduleof Events
NEWPORT BRANCH
901 E. SIXTH ST., 859.572.5035

All events take place at the Newport branch
of the Campbell County Public Library, 
901 East Sixth St. 859.572.5035

Adventure Club: Make Foamie Christmas Ornaments - 
4 p.m. Tuesday, Dec. 2
Make Christmas ornaments out of foam!  Ages 6-11.
Please register.  

Book Club - 7 p.m. Tuesday, Dec. 2
Join us in a discussion of this month’s book, A Pigeon
Boy by Meir Shalev.  Visitors welcome.  No need to
register.

Recraft, Reuse, Revisit - 3:30 p.m. Wednesday, Dec. 3
Have there been any craft programs you missed or you
would love to do again?  Come in for this open crafting
day where crafts of all kinds will be revisited!  Ages 11-
18.  Please register.  

Origami Collage Gift Boxes - 6:30 p.m. Monday, Dec. 8
Local artist Jen Edwards will demonstrate how to make
personalized collage gift boxes for the holidays!  Ages 10
and up.  Please register.  

Adventure Club:  Make a Gingerbread House -
4:00 p.m. Tuesday, Dec. 9
Join us to make an edible gingerbread house!  Program
repeated at 7 p.m.  Ages 6-11.  Please register.  

Teen Cinema - 3:30 p.m. Wednesday, Dec. 10
Join us in watching the newest addition to the Batman
series in which Batman focuses his fight on the newest
villain – the Joker.  Snacks provided.  Ages 13 and up.  

Cookies with Santa Claus! - 1 p.m. Saturday, Dec. 13
Drop by and have your picture taken with Santa Claus!
Santa’s favorite snack of cookies and milk will be
provided.  Ages 6-11.    

Holiday Card Making! - 3:30 p.m. Tuesday, Dec. 16
Make your own personalized holiday cards to give your
family and friends!  Ages 9 and up.  Please register.  

Teen Cinema - 1:30 p.m. Tuesday, Dec. 30
Bored during your holiday break?  Join us in watching
one of The Mummy series of movies starring Brendan
Fraser.  Snacks provided!  Ages 13 and up.  

HAPPY HOUR MONDAY THROUGH FRIDAY 4PM TO 6 PM
HALF PRICE APPETIZERS, DRINK DISCOUNTS

POMPILIO’S…”WHERE EAST ROW NEIGHBORS MEET”
6TH & WASHINGTON AVENUE - 859 581-3065

Dear Friends and Neighbors,
What an amazing experience it has been to enjoy your company

at the shop. We met so many wonderful people at our "First Friday"
artist openings and in our day-to-day business. I thank you for your
support. But Roger and I chose the name because  it was a partnership,
and now it is time to move on. The memories are wonderful.

Beginning Thursday, December 4 all my gift items will be marked
down to the wholesale price I paid for them…that is 50% off.
Roger's rare books are 60% off. Now it is time to clear out the
shelves. Instead of waiting until after the holidays, this is a thank
you to all so that you may enjoy bargains beforehand. The
wonderful artists will remain until the Gallery closes in January, but
their art is not included in the 50% discount. Still the bargains will be
irresistible and that includes all Christmas items.

Thank you so much, 
Nancy Stephens 

The Galleries TOGETHER is closing


