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Stained Glass Walking Tour Generates
Excitement, Prompts Two Types of Tickets
by Mary Beth Crocker

As plans for the first-ever Stained Glass Tour are finalized, nearly 45 households have signed
up to illuminate their windows on
Saturday, Oct. 15. The tour, which
encompasses 11 blocks, features some
of our neighborhood’s best and most
important decorative stained glass. 

The evening will begin at 7 p.m. at
The Sanctuary (6th and Monroe)
with a casual lecture/demonstration.
The walking tour will follow, and at
ticket holders’ leisure, will continue
until 10 p.m. 

Some updates: 
Because of tour excitement and
limited seating capacity at The
Sanctuary, two types of tickets are
offered online: Tour and Reception at
$12 per person; includes self-guided
tour and reception with wine and
cheese from 8:30-11 p.m.; (a maximum
of 200 tickets are available) and Tour-
only: $8 per person; (a maximum of
150.) Children 12 and under admitted
free of charge. Both tickets will be
sold at the door, but organizers hope
that, due to the limited numbers,
most tickets will be sold online.

Without the homeowners’ participation, there would be no tour. Simple as that. A reception
is planned to honor homeowners of nearly 45 historic homes and members of the tour
committee at 7 p.m. Friday, October 14, at The Sanctuary. A light meal and wine will be
served. (Due to the limited capacity, homeowners will not be given complimentary tickets.)

Volunteers are needed to work at the Sanctuary, help homeowners place luminaries and serve
as tour guides (i.e., standing on the street corners answering questions and providing
directions). To volunteer, contact John Morrow, chair, at kjohnmorrowjr@insightbb.com or
513-237-3303.  _
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Historic Bike Racks - A Review
by Bruce Murray

At the August neighborhood meeting, it was announced that
the historic bike racks, made from old fencing from the East
Row Historic District, have been installed. I had to check it
out and went to Providence Park, the rack near the
Community Garden behind the Hannaford building.

It was difficult to see that the structure was a bike rack since it
was made from a piece of fence and looked like a piece of
lost fence perched alone in the grass, but it generally served
the purpose. The only shortcoming was that there is a bar
going horizontally through the center of the rack, making it
more a piece of fence to lock a bike rather than a rack.  Since

the front wheel has
to be turned when a
bike is against the
rack it limits the
number of bikes that
can be locked to the
rack. It also requires
that the kickstand be
left down so the
bike will stay
upright. I thought
that it might be

worthwhile to cut the offending bar from the rack, but then
it would be a lot weaker and less likely to stand up to the
beating it would take in day to day use. 

The decorative tops of the rack are,
however, perfect for perching a
helmet. Closing the chinstrap around
the iron rack can reduce the
possibility of theft, but anyway I
doubt that a bike thief would be the
type of person interested in a helmet. 

So, the first historic bike racks are in the
neighborhood at Providence Park,
(behind the Hannaford), Mussman Park
(by the High School) Eighth St. Park and
Mansion Hill Park at 3rd and Park
Streets.  Use them and be sure that your
bikes are safe.  _

A Smoke-Free Interior

Darts, Pinball, Big Screen TV,
Free Parking & a Cool Patio

Drink Specials & Free Pool
till 8pm daily (Happy Hour)

We have Absinthe
as it was meant to be enjoyed

Open 3 pm till 2:30 am daily

The Corner of 9th & Washington
Newport, Ky • 859-261-2143

Glass Block Windows in the
East Row
from www.eastrow.org

We have a proliferation, if not a downright epidemic growing
here in Newport's East Row Historic District: glass block in
basement windows. The East Row, a large neighborhood, as
you all know, was built predominantly from the 1880s
through the 1920s, a period before glass block windows were
ever used as original construction elements on these residential
and commercial structures.

So what's the problem with glass block windows in the historic
district? Many residents believe they help with security; others
believe they provide more light in their basements; some offer
that they replace drafty, worn-out basement windows. They
may in fact conquer all these issues by sealing off the basement
entirely, creating what property owners believe makes their
properties "maintenance-free." At the risk of being redundant,
I'll repeat myself:  there is no such thing as a "maintenance-
free" building, whether it's a period Victorian mansion or a
brand new tract house.

The first item that needs to be addressed is that they are not
appropriate. According to the East Row Historic District
Design Review Guidelines: "Installation of glass block in
foundation windows is not permitted on front or readily-
visible side facades. Wrought iron or wire security grates are
an appropriate alternative for security purposes." Generally,
the comments heard from property owners, are that they
didn't know they needed a Certificate of Appropriateness
(COA) permit to change their basement windows. The fact is,
changing any window is subject to review.

The second thing is that putting in these windows has its
inherent problems. The "drafty old windows" in old house
basements actually serve a purpose: they allow a small
amount of air to circulate to remove moisture from
basements. When houses were built in the East Row, they
didn't have all the things in them we do today to add
moisture to these basements spaces, particularly clothes
washers and dryers; therefore, windows that allow some air
circulation helps remove this moisture. 

(continued on page 3)

o f  N e w p o r t
S O L U T I O N S
S TT ORR A GG E

Self Storage Facility
324 East 4th St.

Newport, KY 41071
859.655.8374

„WE HAVE EXPANDED

-New�units�on�1st�floor

„7 DAY ACCESS

-6:00�AM�– 10:00�PM

„OFF SITE MANAGEMENT

-Call�for�Information



2012 Calendars Will Feature
Stained Glass
Bruce Murray is shooting windows this year (photo-
graphically, that is...) and the 2012 East Row wall calendar is
in the works. It will be available for sale at the East Row
Stained Glass Walking Tour on October 15 and at local
merchants after the tour. The calendar will feature all stained
glass windows, some on the tour but several others that will
not be on this year's tour. Costs are undetermined until
printing, but pricing should be similar to last year’s $15 price. 

Because there were a lot of unsold calendars last year, this year
we will take orders and print only enough calendars to fill
orders and more for local merchants to sell, so order your
calendar as soon as possible. To order, come to the East Row
Historic Foundation meetings in September and October or
send an email to brucemky@yahoo.com Photos for the
calendar will be available for viewing at the meetings.  _
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Glass Block (continued from page 2)

In addition, basements are always prone to moisture build-up
because they are below grade. 

Finally, central air conditioning systems have forced many East
Row houses to be closed up all year round; these grand houses
were designed for cross ventilation, and work well with
windows open all summer long. 

These three conditions and the addition of glass block
windows have caused instances of black mold growth on floor
joists and the underside of floor boards because all this
moisture added to these spaces had nowhere to go. The
basements were sealed up too tightly. (I am aware that these
units are available with vents, but these would have to be kept
open on a regular basis, summer and winter to allow this
moisture to escape.)

If you have already installed glass block windows, please use
some type of wrought iron or wire security grates to soften
them, preferably painted black. In addition, it does help to
paint the mortar between the blocks with black paint as well.
They are very harsh and are ill fitting to such a great collection
of historic buildings.  _

859-581-1800 l 324 East 4th Street l Newport, KY 41071
www.MansionHillCustomFloors.com

Please come in to visit and check out our new showroom. 
We can’t wait to meet you!

A full service hardwood floor company!

Just a Reminder…
As we live in a historic district, it is important to consult with
the city's historic preservation representative prior to making
any changes to the exterior of your home. This ensures the
work conforms to the guidelines for the Historic District.  It is
also necessary to display a permit that shows the work has
been approved. The new (part-time) Historic Preservation
Officer is Scott Clark, City of Newport, 859.655.6347,
sclark@newportky.gov _

Print@BeaconPrinting.com
www.BeaconPrinting.com

859.581.6244 ears
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MARJORIE W. PITZER • STAINED GLASS ARTIST

Tel: 513.696.9091 Fax: 513.829.9097
www.GoodTimesInGlass.com Marj@GoodTimesInGlass.com
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We also clean Carpet and UpholsteryWe also clean Carpet and Upholstery

Newport Book Club - 7 p.m. Tuesday, Sept. 6
Join us for a discussion of this month’s selection The Many
Deaths of the Firefly Brothers by Thomas Mullen. Adults.
Visitors welcome. 

Friends Book Sale - 9 a.m. Thursday, Sept. 8
Great selection of used books at incredible prices! Hours are 9
a.m. to 8 p.m. 

Friends Book Sale - 9 a.m. Friday, Sept. 9
Great selection of used books at incredible prices! Hours are 9
a.m. to 5 p.m. 

Home Improvement Heyday with Gary Sullivan: One Book
One Community Kick-Off - 7 p.m.  Friday, Sept. 9
Be one of the first patrons to check out this year’s One Book
One Community book, All the Way Home by David Giffels.
Nationally syndicated talk show host and DIY expert, Gary
Sullivan, will be onsite to answer your home repair and
improvement questions. Visit the booths of local businesses and
artisans for home improvement ideas and information. This
special after-hours event is sponsored by City Barbeque, Fantasy
in Frosting and Pilot Lumber. Adults. Registration not required.

Friends Book Sale - 9 a.m. Saturday, Sept. 10
Great selection of used books at incredible prices! Hours are 9
a.m. to 5 p.m. 

Adventure Club: Willie Wonka's Chocolate Factory
4 p.m. Tuesday, Sept. 13
Children are invited to take a tour of Willie Wonka’s Chocolate
Factory and join in some candy-related fun. Ages 6-11.
Registration required. 

Write Along with One Book, One Community: Part 1
6:30 p.m. Tuesday, Sept. 13
The Campbell County Public Library and Northern Kentucky
University's Association of English Graduate Students are co-
hosting a four part creative writing series as part of the One
Book, One Community programming.  The workshop will
meet every two weeks beginning Sept. 13. Adults. Series
registration is required. 

Internet Basics - 10 a.m. Tuesday, Sept. 13
Participants will gain experience and the necessary skills needed
to utilize the Internet. Adults. Registration required as space is
limited.

Yu-Gi-OH 9 a.m. Saturday, Sept. 17
Join an all day Yu-Gi-Oh tournament. Participants must register
between 9 and 10 a.m. Game play begins at 10 a.m. Ages 12
and up. Preregistration not required.

at the Newport Branch of the at the Newport Branch of the 
Campbell County Public LibraryCampbell County Public Library
901 East Sixth Street, 859.572.5035901 East Sixth Street, 859.572.5035

at the Newport Branch of the 
Campbell County Public Library
901 East Sixth Street, 859.572.5035

September’s 
Schedule of Events

Green Cleaning - 7 p.m. Monday, Sept. 19
Take a hands-on class in green cleaning products for the home.
Each participant will make their own cleaners to take home.
Adults. Registration required. 

Adventure Club: Farmer Joan's Horse Show - 
4 p.m. Tuesday, Sept.20
Meet and ride miniature horses, donkeys and ponies. Ages 6 to
11. Registration required.  

Card and Board Games - 3:30 p.m. Thursday, Sept.22
Spend an afternoon learning a new game or playing an old
favorite. Ages 12 and up. 

Email with Gmail - 10 a.m. Tuesday, Sept.27
Create your own free email account by learning Gmail. Adults.
Registration required as space is limited. 

Adventure Club: Meet Who Dey from the Cincinnati Bengals -
4 p.m. Tuesday, Sept.27 
Meet the Cincinnati Bengals’ mascot, Who Dey and play
cornhole. Ages 6  to 11. Registration required. 

Write Along with One Book, One Community: Part 2 - 
6:30 p.m. Tuesday, September 27
The Campbell County Public Library and Northern Kentucky
University's Association of English Graduate Students are co-
hosting a four-part creative writing series as part of the One
Book, One Community programming.  The workshop will meet
every two weeks beginning Sept. 13. Adults. Series registration
is required. 

Infant, toddler and children’s story times resume September 12.
Visit www.cc-pl.org for the complete schedule.   _


