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Victorian Christmas Tour Dec. 1 and 2
by Missy Richardson

The 19th annual East Row Victorian Christmas Tour will be held December 1 and 2 from noon
to 6 p.m. both days. The Victorian Tea will also take place again both days with seatings at 11
a.m., 1:30 p.m. and 4 p.m. A portion of the proceeds from both events will go to the Newport
Independent Schools Education Foundation, Inc. for its Bookrooms Project.

This year’s Tour will feature eight homes. Highlights of the homes include:

•  An 1894 Queen Anne/Romanesque Revival mansion built by a descendant of George
Washington’s brother that is now two condominiums. Both condos will be open.

•  A ca. 1905 home that combines the best of old and new décor and features a collection of
vintage toys.

•  An 1897 turreted Queen Anne featuring artwork from local,
national and international artists as well as holiday decorations from
the homeowners’ travels.

•  An 1894 home that was completely renovated in 2011 and features
a large stained glass window formerly housed in what is now the
Stained Glass Theater.

•  An 1896 Italianate residence with extensive original woodwork, a
newly remodeled kitchen and a large collection of Santas and
antique bottles. 

•  The front unit of a former factory building that has been converted
into a large condominium. The condo has a contemporary “loft”
feel complete with views of the Cincinnati skyline from the third
floor deck. The third floor will be decorated in a “Children’s Christmas” theme.  

•  An 1884 home which underwent a complete renovation in 2007-2008. The current owners
have an extensive collection of vintage advertising items including medical items, snack food
items and toys. 

Tickets are available online at www.eastrow.org and are $15 in advance or $18 the days of the
Tour. Tickets for the Tea are $25 and are only available online prior to the event. Volunteers
are still needed for both the Tour and the Tea. If you’re interested in volunteering for the Tour,
please contact Mary Ann Meyer at rvma.meyer@gmail.com. If you are interested in
volunteering for the Tea, please contact Missy Richardson at missyrichardson@earthlink.net or
859.431.9253.  _
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Hope for Your Energy Bills
This Winter
by Rachel Comte

Old homes in this neighborhood can leave owners with
frightening winter energy bills. Most houses in the East Row
are not the most energy efficient, to say the least. But there is
some good news and hope! 

ENERGY AUDIT
The best news is the GCEA (Greater Cincinnati Energy Alliance,
a non-profit energy conservation organization) is now offering
to pay for 75 percent off a complete energy audit for your
home.  A professional audit for a median sized home in our
neighborhood is typically $400 to $500, but thanks to a federal
grant awarded to GCEA, it is now available for $100!

Compared to the free simple energy assessment Duke has
offered in the past (which fails to offer helpful information
beyond CFLs and low flow water fixtures), the GCEA program
gives you a choice of energy professionals to perform a three
to five hour comprehensive analysis of your home, including
air leakage, heating and cooling equipment, utility usage,
insulation needs, mechanical systems, etc.  Among the many
tests run include thermal imaging cameras to identify gaps, and
a blower door to suck the air out of your house to find leaks
you may not know about. They then provide detailed
recommendations for improvements.  In addition, the GCEA
offers incentives to pay for a large chunk of some of those
improvements (up to half in some cases).  

Before my audit, it was my opinion that I needed to replace
my old storm windows or install new windows in order to
significantly lower my energy bill. My GCEA audit resulted in
a few other improvements that surprisingly provide a
significantly greater impact on my energy use than new
windows. I love the original windows so that was good news
and money saved.  Learn more about this great program by
visiting www.GreaterCEA.org.  

FREE CFLs
In other good news, Duke Energy is now offering free CFLs to
customers. No strings attached – just sign up and they send you
a box of 12-15 CFLs to install.  Duke claims “since 2010, we
distributed over 25 million bulbs. That saved the equivalent of
almost 80,000 homes being powered for a year, or offset the
same amount of C02 as taking 159,000 cars off the road for a
year.”   

To sign up, visit www.duke-energy.com/freeCFLs

So buck up neighbors – it’s not so bad. Happy winter! _
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Newport, KY 41071
859-581-5631

9758 Kenwood Road
Blue Ash, OH 45242
513-702-3140

PROUD MEMBER

SPINE INSTITUTE
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Old House Maintenance:
Keep Your Home in Top
Condition
On Saturday, November 10 at 9 a.m. the Cincinnati
Preservation Association (CPA) presents “Old House
Maintenance: Keep Your Home in Top Condition” at Hauck
House, 812 Dayton Street, in Cincinnati. Presented by Ken
Hughes of Decorative Restorations, admission is $5 for CPA
members and $10 for guests. Reservations are required and
can be made by calling 513.721.4506 or by emailing
info@cincinnatipreservation.org. The event is sponsored by
Tri-State Wholesale Building Supplies and parking is available
on CPA’s gravel lot on Bank Street. 

Regular maintenance is the old-house owner’s secret
weapon. Save time, money and original detailing and don’t
let minor issues turn into big repair bills! Multiple-award-
winning restoration contractor Ken Hughes will cover six
major areas of maintenance for old houses. He will also
show you how to inspect your house to check for damage.
New old-house owners and “serial restorers” alike will
benefit from this timely, interesting and well-illustrated talk.
With winter on the way, learn how to keep your house in
top shape year-round.

Ken Hughes has more than 20 years of experience in
preservation. He is the owner of Decorative Restorations, a
firm specializing in historically appropriate design and the
restoration and repair of historic structures, including several
on Dayton Street. He has authored several publications on
preservation topics, and his award-winning projects have
been featured in national and local television and print
media.  _
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Estimates and project  
evaluations always free.

Licensed and Insured

Off Season Special

All painting guaranteed 2 yearsAll painting guaranteed 2 years

LVXpainting.com
859-866-2702
415 East 7th St.  
Mansion Hill 
Newport

LVL Xpainting.comLVLVL Xpainting.co

PAINTING

East Row Specialist s
See our website for examples or exteriors at: 

631 Monroe • 409 E. 7th • 845 Monroe • 232 E. 9th • 817 York

20% Off
painting*
20% Off
painting*

Winter Rates on  
Inside Painting

 
*20% off Labor on 

Interior painting completed between 
Nov. 1, 2012 and Feb. 28, 2013.

Julie Smith-Morrow
Newport Independent Schools

Board Member since 2007

Re-Elect Julie to Newport School Board!
Experienced, dependable and 

dedicated to our kids

Thank you for your support
VOTE NOVEMBER 6

Paid for by Julie Smith-Morrow Campaign Fund, John Morrow, Treasurer.

East Row Listserv – How Do 
I Sign Up? 
For those who may know about it, but may not know how
to sign up to be part of it, here is the information on the East
Row Listserv. 

Just as an aside, a listserv is an electronic mailing list software
application, consisting of a set of email addresses for a group,
in which the sender can send one email and it will reach a
variety of people. 

To subscribe to the East Row Listserv, send an email to
east_row-subscribe@yahoogroups.com. The group is
moderated and you will receive an email when you have
been accepted.  _
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Welcome These Wonderful
New Neighbors!
by Michael Jackson

Since January, we have had 32 new neighbors move into our
wonderful neighborhood! So if you see them out in front, in
the alley or on the sidewalk, say hi and make them feel
welcome!

o f  N e w p o r t
S O L U T I O N S
S TT ORR A GG E

Self Storage Facility
324 East 4th St.

Newport, KY 41071
859.655.8374

„WE HAVE EXPANDED

-New units on 1st floor

„7 DAY ACCESS

-6:00 AM – 10:00 PM

„OFF SITE MANAGEMENT

-Call for Information

Susan Yelton, REALTOR®

Serving All Your Real Estate 
Needs for over 30 years!

syelton@sibcycline.com
859-620-9304

“Living and Loving our Most Unique Little Piece of Heaven”

Your Resident Realtor for
• Mansion Hill
• East Row
• Gateway

859-581-1800 l 324 East 4th Street l Newport, KY 41071
www.MansionHillCustomFloors.com

Please come in to visit and check out our new showroom. 
We can’t wait to meet you!

A full service hardwood floor company!

Just a Reminder… 
As we live in a historic district, it is important to consult with
the city's historic preservation representative prior to making
any changes to the exterior of your home. This ensures the
work conforms to the guidelines for the Historic District.  It is
also necessary to display a permit that shows the work has
been approved. The new (part-time) Historic Preservation
Officer is Scott Clark, City of Newport, 859.655.6347,
sclark@newportky.gov _•  601 Overton   

•  538 Linden
•  835 Monroe
•  531 Maple
•  828 Park
•  568 E. 4th
•  405 E. 5th
•  510 Linden
•  726 Monroe
•  519 Maple
•  619 Park
•  554 E. 4th
•  408 E. 5th
•  840 Overton
•  641 Linden
•  618 Monroe
•  626 Maple
•  629 Park
•  218 E. 4th
•  801 Overton
•  728 Linden
•  807 Monroe
•  633 Maple
•  734 Overton
•  608 Monroe
•  813 Maple
•  730 Overton
•  606 Monroe
•  832 Maple
•  702 Overton
•  631 Monroe
•  316 Overton  

Victorian ChristmasVictorian Christmas
Home TourHome Tour && Tea Tea

Victorian ChristmasVictorian Christmas
Home TourHome Tour && Tea Tea

Tickets available at www.eastrow.orgTickets available at www.eastrow.org


