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Annual Street Repaving Program 
by Tom Fromme, Newport City Manager

Things are happening in Newport! As summer winds down and kids start back to school, the
annual street repaving program is ready to begin. As you are probably aware, the City
Commissioners instituted an aggressive street repair program in 2012 and staff developed a
prioritized schedule for streets needing the most repairs. During calendar year 2012, more
than one million dollars was spent on this program. From this point, the city plans to dedicate
approximately $250,000 per year on street repairs. 

The bids for this round of repairs were awarded at the City
Commissioner’s meeting on Aug. 19 and include the following
streets: Cliffview, Caroline, Columbia from 9th to 12th, Prospect,
East 2nd from Washington to I-471, Maple, Monroe and the 300,
500 and 600 blocks of Overton.

We hope to begin repair work shortly after Labor Day on the
listed areas. The contractor will post the streets a few days in
advance so you can make parking plans if necessary. Usually
repaving goes quickly so the inconvenience is kept to a minimum. If
you have any questions, please feel free to call my office at
859.292.3666.

As always, we seek input from residents on the various city programs and projects. If you feel
a street should be added to the repair list, please send your comments to
bholiday@newportky.gov. I will have staff and the city engineer review the street and establish
a priority schedule. 

Thanks for your efforts to continue to make Newport a great place to live, work, shop and
play. _

Newberry Bros. Coffee Ribbon Cutting Sept. 7
The City of Newport and the Northern Kentucky Chamber of Commerce are co-hosting a ribbon-
cutting ceremony at Newberry Bros. Coffee on Saturday, Sept. 7 at 10:30 a.m. This event will
serve as their “official” Grand Opening celebration.  All are welcome to join! There will be
specials on their fresh roasted coffee and artisan pastries, including their newly-introduced ham
and cheese croissants. Hope to see you there!

530 Washington Avenue
Wednesday – Friday:  7 a.m. – 1 p.m.
Saturday and Sunday:  8 a.m. – 2 p.m. _
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Solar Panels Make Their East
Row Debut 
by K. John Morrow

East Row homes are notoriously difficult to heat and cool
with their drafty windows, brick walls and three story
architectural layouts. So it’s exciting to see local homeowners
taking on this challenge through the use of the latest green
technology. In June of this year, Roger and Mary Ann Meyer
cranked up a solar panel installation, provided by the
company Icon Solar. 

Mary Ann states, “Duke Energy installed a new meter prior
to the job, one that is easily read to show how our meter is
‘running backward’! The estimate is that these fourteen panels
will take care of at least 76 percent of our electric bills.”

The process requires the well-known COA, or Certificate of
Appropriateness, a permit granted by the Historic Preservation
officer, which sailed through in 10 days. The installation was
a two-day project that took place at the end of May; 14 solar
panels were installed on their garage roof, and 14 more on
the roof of the three-story townhouse on Overton. The panels
are not visible from the street, and when viewed from the
backyard, are attractive and unobtrusive.

The Meyers’ pulled the switch on June 1; this brought their
electric bills down to $0 for June and July; extra power
generated is credited to the customer. 

Although initial installation costs are substantial, the state of
Kentucky provides an income tax credit of 30 percent of the
cost of the system, but with a $500 cap. The federal
government also provides a 30 percent tax credit, but without
a cap. The law applies to a variety of energy saving systems
and is in effect until 2015, then subject to renewal. Mary Ann
states that their decision was based on both economic and
altruistic considerations; “This has been a significant
investment, but we can see evidence that this will pay off for
years to come, for ourselves and for the environment.”

Interested neighbors are encouraged to contact Roger and
Mary Ann Meyers for additional information. _

BeaconPrinting comBeaconPrinting com
859.5859.58811.6244.6244

........
...
..

SINCE SINCE 11997711

Library Offers Fine Amnesty,
Sept. 3 - 15
To celebrate National Library Card Sign-up Month, the Campbell
County Public Library will be waiving fines during an amnesty
period the first two weeks of September.  The Library also will be
visiting area Kroger stores to show people how to use e-readers
and other mobile tech devices to access magazines, take online
classes and download materials – all with a library card.

From Sept. 3-15, the Library will waive fines and fees for anyone
who comes to the Library and requests amnesty.  Overdue fines,
and the fees charged to patrons whose accounts have been sent to
collections, will be waived if the patron returns the library’s
materials.  Fees for lost or damaged items still apply.

“The last time we offered amnesty was in 2008 when we updated
our library catalog system,” said Chantelle Phillips, assistant director.
“Nearly 800 people have charges of between $10 and $50, and
they haven’t used their library cards in the past two years.  We
want them to take advantage of the amnesty period, clear their
accounts and be able to use all the Library’s services again.”

Library staff also will have “tech petting zoos” at two Kroger stores
on Saturdays throughout September to give people hands-on
experiences using the Library’s online materials. The mobile devices
will have magazines downloaded from Zinio and samples of classes
available through Learn4Life.  With a library card, patrons can
subscribe to more than 80 magazines for free through Zinio, or
register for dozens of online classes. Library card applications will
be available for anyone wanting to sign up for a library card.

The Library’s “tech petting zoo” will be held from 1-4 p.m.
Saturday, Sept. 14 and 21 at Kroger’s at Newport Pavilion. National
Library Card Sign-up Month is a time when the American Library
Association (ALA) promotes the importance of libraries and reminds
parents that a library card is the most important school supply of
all.  _
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Meet Your Neighbors!
by John Gilliam

Bridget and Kassey, the twin Norris girls, on their bikes in front
of the dog park. In a very short time they have become a big
part of the Lexington Avenue street scene, loudly greeting all
their friends, young and old, when they step outside. They
are fourth generation residents of the street. Sharon Norris,
their grandmother, has been here since the 1950's. Cool fact:
she and her husband were married at Dayton's Skateland
Paradise. And congrats to young Karleigh, who not long ago
learned to ride her bike! _
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Northern KY Teen Court
Looking for High School
Participants
by Judge Karen Thomas, Campbell County District Court

Do you have children in high school between the ages of 13
to 18?  Are they interesting in the legal system?  Have they
ever watched Law and Order and said “I want to do that”?
Well, now they can.  The Northern Kentucky Teen Court will
be back in session on Tuesday, Sept. 17, at 6 p.m. at the
Campbell County Courthouse, 330 York Street, and they’re
looking for local high school students to participate in this
exciting program.

Teen Court is a division of the District Court and is comprised
of local high school students from Boone, Kenton and
Campbell counties. Students who participate in this program
will serve as prosecuting attorneys, defense attorneys, bailiffs,
clerks and jurors. Actual juvenile offenders are referred to the
court for sentencing by a Teen Court jury, a true jury of their
peers, and are represented and prosecuted by members of the
Teen Court. The members of the Teen Court serve in all the
roles involved in the court system with Campbell County
Chief District Judge Karen A. Thomas and local practicing
attorneys acting as Teen Court Judges.

Teen Court training and court sessions are held in the evening
in an effort to avoid conflict with other school activities. The
only requirement to participate is that a teen must attend all
training and actual court sessions.  There are six training
session and the actual court sessions will meet a maximum of
twice a month. The Teen Court meets Sept. 2013 through
April 2014. 

The time spent in Teen Court can be used to fulfill community
service requirements and also helps to build an exciting and
comprehensive resume for college applications. There is no
cost associated with participating in Teen Court. If you are
interested in more information about Teen Court please
contact the Campbell County District Judge Karen Thomas’s
office at 859-292-6322. _
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Newport Independent
Schools See Rise in Enrollment
by Kelly Middleton, Newport Ind. School Superintendent

The electronic billboard many see as they cross the bridge
heading south on I-471 reads “Newport Independent Schools.
We care about kids.” This is the motto for the entire district
as we strive to achieve a spirit of leadership and
progressiveness in
education. Enrollment
is up throughout the
Newport Independent
School District. 48
more students than last
year showed up for the first day of school, Wednesday Aug.
21, and officials believe enrollment could rise even further.
This is exciting news as district enrollment has been in decline
in years past. Since 2002, Newport Independent Schools have
lost one third of all their students. 

“We are very excited with our small increase in student
enrollment last year as we ended with 15 additional students.
This year we are up approximately 48 students from the same
day the previous year.  We are funded based on our
enrollment and average daily attendance. As we gain students,
we will be able to bring back programs that have been cut
and we are able to offer more programs for our students,”
said Superintendent Middleton.

The kindergarten enrollment went from 151 in 2012 to 168 in
2013. The first grade enrollment went from 152 to 179 with
similar numbers up through 12th grade. This increase in
enrollment is a positive sign that the Newport Independent
Schools are headed in the right direction with a strong focus
on increasing student achievement.

“The loss of enrollment was one of my biggest concerns upon
taking this job,” stated Superintendent Middleton. “It is
impossible to have a great school system when the system is
losing students at the current rate.  There are a lot of great staff
members and a lot of unbelievable teachers in this system and
I just want people to see it.”  We truly hope initiatives such as
connecting with students and families and a 1-1 iPad initiative
at our high school will continue to attract students.  _


