
2014 Will Be a Busy and Productive Year
by City Manager Tom Fromme

As we enter 2014, the city is preparing for a very busy and productive year. Some of the
operational projects that will occur during the year include continuation of the street repair
program, the installation of new sidewalks in locations where none exist, continued
landscaping and beautification efforts along Grand Avenue and the completion of the
Carothers Road improvement project.

We have also been looking at the possibility of a bond issue to complete several important
infrastructure issues that need to be addressed as we move into the future. These issues include
repairs and certification of the flood wall system, the installation of underground electric lines
and fiber optics along the new Route 9 connector road, the development of parking facilities,
the possible upgrading of existing street lights to energy efficient lighting, and grading repairs
at the old landfill site.

This year will see the completion of the Monmouth Row development at 5th and Monmouth
and the opening of the new St. Elizabeth’s medical office building located at 1360 Grand
Avenue. Other developments are in the works and I would predict some exciting
announcements in the coming months.

We also anticipate the location of several new office users to the city during the year, along
with several hundred employees.  In the spring, we look for the state to begin construction
on the southern portion of the new Route 9 that will parallel the Licking River.

As always please feel free to contact my office at 859.292.3666 if you
have any questions or input about a particular project or
development. 

Thanks for your efforts to continue to make Newport a great place
to live, work, shop and play.

Happy New Year!  _

January 2014
The Voice of the East Row
Historic Foundation is published
monthly and paid for by the East
Row Historic Foundation (ERHF).
Diverse, responsible commentary
is encouraged.  All opinions are
those of the authors and do not
necessarily express those of the
ERHF or its officers.

Articles, editorials, or calendar
items should be e-mailed to
Voice@EastRow.org

Submissions must be signed to be
considered for publication. The
editor reserves the right to edit or
reject submissions due to length,
content, or appropriateness.

Editor: Jenny A. Hudson

Advertising: Deborah Dutle

Contributors to this issue: 
Rachel Comte; Kyle Randall;
Michael Lewis; Tom Fromme.

Deadline for submissions is the
10th of the month. 

Next Meeting: 
Joint meeting for Gateway and
Mansion Hill neighborhoods is 
7 p.m. on Tuesday, February 4, at
The Sanctuary (Monroe and 6th
Streets.)

East Row Historic 
Foundation Officers:

Chair: 
      Michael Bach

   Chair@EastRow.org

Secretary: 
      Kim Doxsey

Treasurer: 
      Sarah Dixon

Mansion Hill Representative: 
      Joe Doxsey

Gateway Representative: 
      Bob Weiler

Want to subscribe to the East Row List
Serv?  Here’s the e-mail address:
east_row-subscribe@yahoogroups.com

EastRow.org

VOLUME 15                                                                                                      ISSUE 1

Just a Reminder… 
As we live in a historic district, it is important to consult with the city's historic preservation
representative prior to making any changes to the exterior of your home. This ensures the
work conforms to the guidelines for the Historic District.  It is also necessary to display a
permit that shows the work has been approved. The new (part-time) Historic Preservation
Officer is Scott Clark, City of Newport, 859.655.6347, sclark@newportky.gov _
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Notice of Street Tree
Presentation at January East
Row Garden Club Meeting
by Rachel Comte, ISA Certified Arborist and East Row Resident

Did you know that the East Row street trees have a replacement
value of $1.4 million?  Or that street trees add five to 20 percent
to the value of your home?  Or that almost half of our current
trees are at risk from yet another foreign beetle recently found
in Clermont County?  Find out more at the January East Row
Garden Club meeting at 6:30 p.m. on Tuesday, Jan. 21 at the
Sanctuary, where we will present the findings and analysis of
the recent tree inventory.  For those not aware, this past
summer, 45 volunteers were trained and sent out to canvas the
neighborhood inventorying the street trees. 

Thank you to all who put so much effort into this project: Joy
Bishop, Chris Boyd; Rosemary Braeckel; Julia Brodsky; Kevin
and Kristi Broghamer; Pat Budd; Emily Carnahan; Tom and
Chris Comte; Mary Beth Crocker-Dearing and Tom Dearing;
Mary Jo and Joe Gerwe; John Gilliam; Nick Hill; Rob
Howard; Kirsten Johnson; Emily Kreutzjans; Scott and Wes
Ledyard; Dan Martin; Tracey Meade; Mary Ann and Roger
Meyer; Ruth and Court Mitchell; John Morrow; Bruce
Murray; Marlene Picton; Christine Plepys; John and Elizabeth
Robson; Jeff Salisbury; Dennis Schaber; Keith Siereveld; Mike
and Susan Whitehead and Diana Willen.  

Join us for a full presentation and analysis of our current tree
situation on for Jan. 21 at 6:30 p.m. at the Sanctuary (5th &
Monroe).  Don’t worry, you need not be a Garden Club
member to attend – this affects all so all are welcome!  _

A Smoke-Free Interior

Darts, Pinball, Big Screen TV,
Free Parking & a Cool Patio

Drink Specials & Free Pool
till 8pm daily (Happy Hour)

We have Absinthe
as it was meant to be enjoyed

Open 3 pm till 2:30 am daily

The Corner of 9th & Washington
Newport, Ky • 859-261-2143

Peter Underhill
Senior Loan ConsultantDirect: 859-474-0684

EFax:  855-613-9173
EMail:  peter.underhill@caliberhomeloans.com
Website: www.CaliberHomeLoans.com/punderhill

8180 Corporate Park Dr. | Suite 124 | Cincinnati, Oh 45242
NMLS: 255050 | Kentucky: MC91679 | Ohio: LO.036294.001 | Indiana: 19237

Helping Students Find a
Brighter Future
by Michael Lewis, Newport High School Newspaper 
Staff Writer

Roger Johnson has become a familiar face to the students of
Newport High School. Mr. Johnson, a Ft. Thomas resident,
retired 13 years ago after a career as an actuary, an insurance
math specialist. He has done some tutoring at Newport’s
Brighton Center and has very much enjoyed helping students. 

"I decided I wanted to become a volunteer at Newport High
School after reading a newspaper article about Kelly Middleton,
soon after he was hired as Newport Independent School
Superintendent," said Johnson. "Mr. Middleton stated that he
wanted to make a difference. I decided I wanted to help."

Mr. Johnson began tutoring students in math during the 2012-
13 school year, but didn't feel he was making much of an
impact. An idea was presented to switch to tutoring students
with a goal to improve ACT (American College Testing)
scores, and everything has worked out well. 

Why the ACT? The national average score on the ACT is
between 20 and 21. If students are close to this average, they
will likely be accepted into a college and university as long as
they have decent grades, but may not be considered at more
selective schools. Scores below 15 on the ACT are considered
low at most four-year colleges. Students can overcome low
scores with good grades or an outstanding application, but
even if they're accepted by a four-year college, the school may
advise or require some remedial courses as a freshman.
Students are encouraged to retake the exam if their score is
low in an attempt to improve.
          
Mr. Johnson's main goal is to work with higher-achieving
students and any other student willing to reach out for that
help. Mr. Johnson said, "I absolutely love working with the
students of Newport High School."

Johnson is not alone in this journey to help students achieve
greater success. "I have the teachers helping me constantly and
also graduate students from NKU finishing their certification,"
he notes. 

The students of Newport wish to say thank you so much to
Mr. Johnson for giving
his time to help the
students. It is through
student’s hard work
and help from people
like Mr. Johnson that
Newport’s students will
achieve higher grades,
test scores, and success
in life.  _

NHS Volunteer Mr. Roger Johnson works
with senior Michael Lewis on ACT
preparation.
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Victorian Christmas Tour and
Tea Raises Funds for East Row
Historic District
Another successful Victorian Christmas Tour and Tea are in the
books and despite some inclement weather, sales from both
events totaled close to $10,000. A portion of the funds raised
will go to local charities and food banks. Thanks to all who
volunteered, to those who opened their home and to
everyone who played a part in making this event a yearly
opportunity to showcase our wonderful neighborhood, its
homes and our gracious residents.  _

Susan Yelton, REALTOR®

Serving All Your Real Estate 
Needs for over 30 years!

syelton@sibcycline.com
859-620-9304

“Living and Loving our Most Unique Little Piece of Heaven”

Your Resident Realtor for
• Mansion Hill
• East Row
• Gateway

Yoga for Every Body!

New students just $45 for your
first month of unlimited yoga.

Michael  P. Bach, P.S.C.
Certified Public Accountant

859 261-0002

mbcpa@fuse.netmbcpa@fuse.net
802 Washington Avenue802 Washington Avenue

Newport, KY 41071Newport, KY 41071

Offering professional 
tax preparation & planning
tailored to your individual 
or business needs

What About The West Side?
by Kyle Randall

Most of us are at least vaguely familiar with the Route 9
connector project and the Ovation project at the confluence
of the Licking and Ohio Rivers, but there are other proposed
developments that could reshape the west side in the coming
months/years. Last month, the Westside Citizens Coalition
hosted a forum to share information about and discuss a 48-
unit Scholar House development, proposed by a partnership

between the Brighton
Center and Housing
Authority of Newport.
The development is
planned not on vacant
land, but over what is

currently Bernadette Watkins Park. The proposal is fairly
controversial, and because development of the park
necessitates its relocation, it sets more changes into motion
for the surrounding area. A current model, released by the
Housing Authority of Newport, calls for the public housing
complex to the north of the proposed Scholar House to be
demolished and then rebuilt with the park in the middle,
adjacent the future Route 9 limited access highway. A decision
about low-income housing tax credits, the primary Scholar
House funding source, should be announced any day now.
The Westside Citizens Coalition plans to hold future forums
about the impact of Route 9 and about the high price of
economic segregation. Find us on Facebook to stay updated:
www.facebook.com/WestsideCitizensCoalition _

Join Us for Newport Dog
Park Guest Bartender Night

at Pompilio's

Pompilio's will donate 25 percent of the "spend in the
bar" during live music hours. This benefit will help to
raise money for the fresh water fountain installation at
the Newport Dog Park.  _

Live Music Thursdays
January 16
February 27
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because quality counts

We’re always

On time• 

On budget• 

On call• 

LVXpainting.com
859-866-2702
415 East 7th St.  
Mansion Hill 
Newport

LVL Xpainting.comLVLVL Xpainting.co

PAINTING

Estimates and project  
evaluations always free.

Licensed and Insured

O� Season Special

All painting guaranteed 2 yearsAll painting guaranteed 2 years

East Row Specialist s
See our website for examples or visit our favorite block: 

605 Monroe • 607 Monroe • 631 Monroe and top of 611 Monroe

20% Off
painting*
20% Off
painting*

Winter Rates on  
Inside Painting

 
*20% off Labor on 

Interior painting completed between 
Nov. 1, 2013 and Feb. 28, 2014.

859-581-1800 l 324 East 4th Street l Newport, KY 41071
www.MansionHillCustomFloors.comwww.MansionHillCustomFloors.com

Stop in to see our new collections from Italy, Austria 
and Estonia, or just to say hello!

A full service hardwood floor company!

Family Chiropractic Centers
701 Washington Ave.
Newport, KY 41071
859-581-5631

9758 Kenwood Road
Blue Ash, OH 45242
513-702-3140

Dr. Mark J. Schuler
Degrees in Chiropractic & Nutrition

Auto, Work, Sports Injuries
Nerve, Muscle & Bone Disorders

PROUD MEMBER

SPINE INSTITUTE

BeaconPrinting comBeaconPrinting com
859.5859.58811.6244.6244

........
...
..

SINCE SINCE 11997711

Start the New Year Off by
Learning to Dance!
Local East Row resident Carolyn Rollin offers dance lessons
here in Newport. With a wood dance floor that’s perfect for
dancing, join for a group or private lesson. 

Monday evening group lessons begin on January 20, and
there are Saturday night dance practice times. 

Evening classes include:

6:30 to 7:30 p.m. | Intermediate Ballroom

7:30 to 8:30 p.m. | Beginning Ballroom

8:30 to 9:30 p.m. | Beginning Swing Dancing

Space is also available for meetings, 
private parties, anniversaries, birthdays, etc.

For more info call Carolyn at 513.379.2204.  _

List of Helpful Numbers#
Emergency Dispatch ...................................... 911
Non-emergency Dispatch ..................... 292-3622
Police Administration ............................. 292-3634
Fire Administration ................................ 292-3612
City Building .......................................... 292-3666
Property Tax / City Licenses ................. 292-3660
Building Permits .................................... 292-3637
Recreation / Park / Fields ...................... 292-3686
Northern KY Water District .................... 578-9898
Sanitation District 1 ............................... 578-7450
Duke Energy .................................. 513-421-9500
Vehicle Registration .............................. 292-3850
Driver’s Licenses ................................... 292-6311
Voter Registration .................................. 292-3885
Marriage Licenses ................................. 292-3885
Circuit Court .......................................... 292-6314
District Court ......................................... 292-6305
County Jail ............................................ 431-4611
Health Department ................................ 431-1704
Family Support/Food Stamps ................ 292-6700
Child Support Enforcement ................... 431-0522
Campbell County Library ...................... 572-5035
Rumpke (Trash & Recycling) ................. 472-7339


