
Urgent Need for Homes for This Year’s
Christmas Tour 
by Brian Malone

We have come down to the wire with securing homes for this year’s Victorian Christmas Tour.
Without homes, there is no tour and this might be the first time in 20 years that the tour
might not happen. This is East Row Historic Foundation’s biggest fundraiser of the year, which
enables us to support community projects such as the Dog Park, the TreeVitalize project and
local food pantries. It is also a great source of publicity for the neighborhood and has attracted
new homeowners to the East Row.

The Tour is December 6 and 7 from noon – 6 p.m. Homeowners receive a free ticket to the
tour and will have their house histories researched for the program. Your home does not
necessarily need to be decorated in a Victorian manner to be on the tour. Lavish turn-of-the-
century to New York loft style and everything in between is welcome. It's a great way to set
goals if you have any household projects you've been looking to do. Plus it's a lot of fun and
a great way to meet your fellow neighbors!

If you or someone you know would like to be considered for the tour, or if you have any
questions, please contact Brian Malone ASAP at bfmalone@fuse.net or 859.261-4135. _
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Newport Independent School Streamlines
Facilities to Better Serve Students 
While many school districts choose to raise taxes to make improvements, the Newport
Independent School District has not taken the 4% allowable tax increase in three years. Instead,
the District has tightened its belt with better fiscal management and is in the process of
consolidating facilities to further save money and update resources to better serve our students.

Renovation of the Welcome Center (formerly ACES)

In early 2014 plans were finalized and construction was started on renovating the Welcome
Center, located at 30 West 8th Street. This renovation will allow all administrative, student
services and facilities/maintenance personnel to be housed at one location to provide easier
access for parents and better inter-departmental communication throughout the District. The
installation of an elevator ensures that visitors with limited mobility have full access to all
departments within the Welcome Center.

The fourth floor will house the Superintendent’s office, Student Services (Curriculum and the
Department of Pupil Personnel), Finance, and Technology. The third floor will consist of the
Special Education, Food Service and Facilities/Transportation departments. The One-Stop
Registration Office at the Welcome Center will share the first floor with the Department of Adult
Education, the new Board Room, Artifacts/Archives and the Alumni Association. Children’s Inc.,
Head Start and Youth Services will reside on the lower-level/first floor section of the building.

It is anticipated that the Welcome Center will be fully occupied by late October. Anyone eager
to see pictures of the project can visit the District’s website (http://www.newportwildcats.org)
after November 1 to see a gallery of photos. The District plans to hold an Open House for
the Welcome Center later this year.

(continued, see NIS, page 4)
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Historic Downtown Newport
Bourbon Bluegrass Harvest Fest
Saturday, Oct. 18 | Starting at 11 a.m. rain or shine!

The 4th Annual Historic Downtown Newport Harvest Fest
will take place on Monmouth Street between 3rd and 11th
Streets on Saturday, Oct. 18. The 2014 event has been
expanded to include Bourbon Tastings at restaurants and bars
and Bluegrass music in the City Parking lot in the 700 block
of Monmouth next to Pepper Pod and classic rock and pop
music at Phelan Park in the 800 block of Monmouth.
Monmouth Street will be open for vehicular traffic!

This family-friendly event will showcase dining, entertainment
and shopping venues and specials, along with local artists and
musicians beginning at 11 a.m. A Kids Zone will be at the
Newport Intermediate School at 4th and Monmouth.  

The Bourbon Walk will be from 5 – 10 p.m. More than 10
businesses are participating in the Walk on/off Monmouth and
each location will showcase a specific Bourbon as part of the
Walk. For additional details about the Bourbon Bluegrass
Harvest Fest event, please visit: www.newportky.gov. _
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Fall Events Around Town 
by City Manager Tom Fromme

Monsters on Monmouth | Sunday, Oct. 19 
The Newport Recreation Commission invites all the little
ghouls and goblins of Newport to dress- up for a Costume
Parade we like to call “Monsters on Monmouth!” Get in the
Halloween spirit on Sunday, Oct. 19. The fun begins when the
children assemble at 3 p.m. at the Fiscal Court Lot at 11th and
Monmouth. The parade of characters will travel north on
Monmouth, over Fourth Street to Columbia, and to the
Riverfront. Parade participants will be given a special treat but
must be present at the start of the parade. Your costume
doesn’t have to be scary to have fun, come join us for a great
afternoon! Parade attendees will be given the opportunity to
tour the USS Nightmare compliments of BB Riverboats
following the parade.

Fall Litterfest Oct. 20 – 26 | City Garage Drop-Off
Newport’s Fall Litterfest will be happening October 20 – 26.
You may drop off items between 8 a.m. and 6 p.m. at the
City Garage (1020 East Ninth Street/Wildcat Drive).This is
your chance to spruce up your yard, clean out the garage and
basement. No paint or liquids of any kind will be accepted.
You may drop off yard waste, brush, scrap metal, appliances
(any Freon must be removed), propane tanks, car batteries,
electronics (televisions and computers will not be recycled
from this event), and tires (maximum of four per household).
These items are only accepted during Litterfest, at other times
only recyclables may be dropped at the City Garage.

Trick or Treat – Friday, Oct. 31 | 6 – 8 p.m.  
In 2014, Halloween falls on Friday, Oct. 31 and Trick-or-Treat
will be from 6 – 8 p.m. Motorists are reminded to use extra
caution and watch for children crossing streets. Families are
reminded to review safety rules and teach children to use
crosswalks, cross at corners, and obey traffic signals. We want
everyone to have a safe and Happy Halloween! _
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A Smoke-Free Interior

Darts, Pinball, Big Screen TV,
Free Parking & a Cool Patio

Drink Specials & Free Pool
till 8pm daily (Happy Hour)
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as it was meant to be enjoyed
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The Corner of 9th & Washington
Newport, Ky • 859-261-2143
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On budget• 

On call• 
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East Row
Oktoberfest Pub
(Pup) Crawl
Join us for the 2nd Annual
Oktoberfest Pub (PUP) Crawl
on Friday, Oct. 10 

The fun starts at 5 p.m. at
Pompilio’s; 6 p.m. Newberry
Bros; 7 p.m. Coach’s Corner; 8 p.m. Katarina’s

Each venue will offer Oktoberfest-themed drink and food
specials, and raffle drawings.  All proceeds benefit the East
Row Dog Park.  For more information, contact one of the
participating venues.  _

Oh, the difference a tree
makes!
by Elaine Kerley

Brian Malone couldn’t have selected a better picture to
include in his September 2014 East Row article in the Voice. 

The picture was taken from the corner of 9th and Monroe
looking north in March of 1983. The most notable detail is
the lack of trees. In November 1983 the Gateway
Neighborhood organization had its first tree planting. Using
money from Riverfest beer and T-shirt sales, the neighborhood
organization agreed to split the purchase price of a tree 50/50
with the homeowner.  

There were 30+ trees planted that year and many of the
mature trees you see now in the 800 block of Monroe came
from that initial planting. I didn’t realize at the time that we
were giving a gift to the future. 

As you walk throughout the neighborhood, you see further
evidence of the impact the neighborhood organizations have
had on the abundance of trees. 

I planted trees in November 1983 and I will be helping on Oct.
11. Do your part to gift future and continuing Newport residents
by signing up to volunteer at eastrowgardenclub.org/trees
or call Susan Whitehead at 859-491-1690.  Now, go hug a
tree! _
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• East Row
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Ready, Set, Plant!
VOLUNTEERS TO PLANT STREET TREES
OCTOBER 11TH
by the East Row Tree
Revitalize Team

The Tree Revitalize team has
been busy! As mentioned
last month, we have taken
orders for 90+ new street
trees for the East Row and
are now gearing up for
planting day on Saturday,
October 11th. Crews from
the city have been out
preparing planting sites for
the new trees, cutting out concrete and grinding stumps.
Digging will begin the first week in October. No parking signs
will be posted in areas where crews will need access and
maneuver their equipment.

COME PLANT WITH US!
Volunteers are needed to make the October 11th planting day
a success! Come out and meet your neighbors, enjoy beautiful
fall weather, get a little exercise AND do something great for
your community! If you haven’t already signed up at
eastrowgardenclub.org/trees, no worries! Just show up at St.
John’s Church, Park Ave and Nelson Place at 8:30 am for this
fun day!

ERHF HELPS FUND THE EFFORT
Started as a project of the East Row Garden Club, Tree
Revitalize is thrilled that the East Row Historic Foundation has
recently added major funding to this revitalization effort!
Thank you, ERHF! We are also grateful to the City of
Newport, and for the assistance of the Northern Kentucky
Forestry Council and the KY Division of Forestry. On planting
day, we will be joined by a horticulturist from the Cincinnati
Zoo and professional foresters from the city of Covington and
Davey Tree. 

Please come out and join us on October 11th! 

Tree Revitalize is a group of East Row residents who have
started an independent program to assess, maintain and 
build our urban forest. If you have a question, comment, or
want to join the Tree Revitalize Team, contact us at
trees@eastrowgardenblub.org. To sign up as a planting day
volunteer, visit eastrowgardenclub.org/trees. _

NIS (continued from page 1)

Newport High School (Built in 1981)

In November of 2014, Newport High School will begin a
construction process which will add additional classrooms, as
well as technology and data resource rooms.  In addition, a
new 350-seat auditorium will provide a home for fine arts at
NHS for the first time in more than three decades. Additional
changes also include a multi-purpose gym facility, improved
cafeteria and updated restrooms.  The District also will be
making improvements on the high school track (completion
date scheduled for 2016).

High-end keyless security is being added throughout the
District. This system allows greater accessibility/accountability
for those entering facilities and also heightens security which is
especially a concern at both the Intermediate and High Schools.

Grade Realignment

In 2016, the current Intermediate School (4th and Monmouth
Streets) will be sold and all classes will move to the current
Middle School location at 30 West 8th Street. The sixth grade
will remain at the Middle School and the seventh and eighth
grades will move to the newly expanded NHS facility. 

Superintendent Middleton explains some of the advantage of
having seventh and eighth grade students at the High School,
“Younger students will have the advantage of taking more
challenging coursework. In the past, scheduling and
transportation made it difficult for our Middle School students
to take advanced classes at the High School. By consolidating
the middle and high school class levels into one site, we can
explore the possibility of perhaps offering a three-year high
school degree option. Even though the Middle School
students will mainly be confined to one section of the school,
we see it as helping to build programs like band, drama and
athletics as teachers and coaches have more exposure to
students in grades 7-12, and the auditorium and athletic
complex will be more easily accessible.”

Savings: Sale of the Service Center/Board Office at 301 East
8th Street (2014) and Newport Intermediate School (2016),
will generate revenue and limit the cost of maintaining two
very large and outdated buildings.  In addition, the new high-
efficiency LED lighting and a state-of-the-art HVAC system
installed at the Welcome Center is expected to save the District
money for years to come. By consolidating five old, outdated
buildings into three, we can provide all students with a better,
more comfortable environment in which to study and grow,
while saving money. _


